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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Move Over Maris and Dylan,
You’ve Got Company at 61

This year it’s on a Thursday, today.
Back in 1945 it was on a Friday.
We’re talking about October 19, and
61 years ago today. Does the number
61 mean anything to anybody? For
most people, it’s probably Roger
Maris’ successful pursuit of hitting
61 home runs, ironically in ’61. For
me, it’s Bob Dylan’s Highway 61
Revisited album, with the awesome
opening song, “Like a Rolling Stone.”
But other than those two things, and
maybe some great NFL lineman we
can’t think of right now, 61 is a pretty
boring, crappy, meaningless number.

But it got me to thinking, what
exactly was going on in the world
back in 1945? Here are our hand-
picked month-by-month highlights
(some months have several), gath-
ered from the excellent online
Wikipedia:

January 31: Eddie Slovik is ex-
ecuted by a firing squad for desertion,
the first American soldier since the
American Civil War, and last to date,
to be executed for this offense.

February 19: During the bloody
Battle of Iwo Jima (which would not
be officially “won” until March 16), a
group of U.S. Marines reach the top
of Mount Suribachi on the island and
are photographed raising the Ameri-
can flag. (Clint Eastwood’s movie
“Flags of Our Fathers,” based on that
photo, hits local theatres tomorrow!)

Devil of the Week
Tom Parkinson

Boys soccer
(See below)

March 17-18: Japanese city of Kobe
is firebombed by 331 B-29 bombers,
killing over 8,000. More than 1,200
American bombers attack Berlin.

April 1: American troops land on
Okinawa in the last campaign of the
war (The battle wouldn’t be won until
June 21). April 12: American Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt dies sud-
denly and Vice President Harry S.
Truman takes the Oath of Office. April
28: Italian dictator Benito Mussolini
and his mistress are executed by Ital-
ian partisans while attempting to flee
the country. Their bodies are hung by
their heels in the public square of
Milan. April 30: Adolf Hitler and his
wife of one day, Eva Braun, commit
suicide as the Red Army approaches
Fuhrerbunker in Berlin.

May 5: A Japanese balloon bomb
killed five children and a woman in
Bly, Oregon, the only people killed
by enemy attack on the U.S. main-
land during the war. May 8: V-E Day
(Victory in Europe, as Nazi Germany
surrenders) commemorates the end
of the war in Europe.

June 26: The United Nations char-
ter is signed (the United States would
join on August 8).

July 26: Winston Churchill resigns
as Britain’s prime minister after his
Conservative Party is soundly de-
feated by the Labour Party in the
general election. Clement Attlee be-
comes the new prime minister. July
28: An Army Air Forces B-25 bomber
accidentally crashes into the Empire
State Building, killing 14 people.

August 6: The United States deto-
nates an atomic bomb nicknamed
“Little Boy” on Hiroshima, Japan.
August 9: The United States detonates
an atomic bomb nicknamed “Fat Man”
over the city of Nagasaki, Japan. Au-
gust 15: V-J Day (Victory in Japan, as
Emperor Hirohito announces Japan’s
surrender on the radio. August 19: The
Viet Minh take power in Hanoi, Viet-
nam, led by Ho Chi Minh.

September 8: Hideki Tojo, Japa-
nese prime minister during most of
World War II, attempts suicide to
avoid facing a war crimes tribunal.

October 18: The first German war
crimes trial begins in Nurenberg.
October 19: Bruce Johnson is born to
Hob and Honey Johnson in Long
Branch, N.J. October 23: Jackie
Robinson signs a contract with the
Montreal Royals, a Brooklyn Dodg-
ers farm team.

November 1: The first issue of the
magazine Ebony is published. No-
vember 13: Charles De Gaulle is
elected head of a French provisional
government.

December 21: General George S.
Patton dies from injuries sustained in

a car accident on Dec. 9.
Other famous birthdays in 1945:
Larry Bowa, Eric Clapton, Micky

(Hey, hey, we’re the Monkeys)
Dolenz, Tony (Wally Cleaver) Dow,
Mia Farrow, John Fogerty, Walt
Frazier, Peter Gammons, Jimmie Dale
Gilmore, Bob Griese, Goldie Hawn,
John Lithgow (also Oct. 19!), Bob
Marley, Steve Martin, Vince
McMahon, Van Morrison, Priscilla
Presley, Bob Seger, Carly Simon,
Bubba Smith, Stephen Stills, Rod
Stewart, Pete Townshend, Henry
(Fonzie) Winkler and Neil Young.

It’s hard to believe some of those
people are really that old!

FOOTBALL UPDATE
All we’ll say about Saturday’s 17-

0 loss at Irvington is this: what in the
world was the Irvington coach think-
ing, having his star quarterback throw-
ing passes into the end zone with a
17-0 lead and less than a minute left
in the game? And that after calling a
fake kick and trying a 2-point PAT
pass following his team’s final touch-
down a couple minutes earlier? Is the
guy’s hero Santa Anna, and did he
think WHS was defending the Alamo?
Given the 14 penalties for well over
100 yards his team picked up (not
counting several penalties that were
declined), maybe he thought another
TD or two might overcome his coach-
ing deficiencies. Anyhow, here’s hop-
ing Phillipsburg — and its coach Bob
(run-it-up) Stem — is an Irvington
playoff opponent.

This Saturday WHS (2-3) hosts
Elizabeth, 1 p.m., at Kehler Stadium.
The Minutemen are the most talented
team the Devils will face all year, so
getting back to .500 will not be easy.
You have to go back to 1984 for the
last time WHS beat Elizabeth, 16-6,
as current WHS assistant coach Doug
Kehler kicked a field goal and scored
a touchdown. Though WHS hasn’t
beaten Elizabeth since then, there have
been many close calls (14-7, 14-13,
14-14 in 1990-92, and 7-6 in 1995, to
name a few).

The 35-30 loss to Union two weeks
ago saw the Devils score the most
points ever in a loss. The previous
high of 29 was set in last year’s 32-29
overtime loss to Scotch Plains. Be-
fore that the high was 25, twice: 33-
25 vs. Rahway in 1950 and 28-25 to
SP-F in 1985.

THIS AND THAT
The boys and girls soccer teams

advanced into the quarterfinals of their
respective county tournaments with
nice wins last Saturday. The boys
knocked off Linden, while the girls
handled Roselle Catholic. They’ll
both be back in UCT action this Sat-
urday.

Nobody will ever convince me that,
at full strength, WHS’s tennis team
would have lost to J.P. Stevens in the
sectional final last Friday. Of course,
coulda-shoulda-woulda gets you no-
where but more frustrated. One thing
to be said for coach Ed Tirone’s girls
(and George Kapner’s boys in the
spring), I’ve can’t remember an op-
ponent ever questioning an “out” call.
Westfield kids “play on” during the
close balls, while some opponents
seem awfully quick calling “out” on
balls they should be concentrating on
returning, not watching so closely to
see if they hit the line. The classy
players always “play on.” The WHS
girls have a big rivalry match this
afternoon at Scotch Plains.

The WHS volleyball team, with
losses last week to Bridgewater-
Raritan and East Brunswick, faced a
couple of toughies this week, too.
They had Hunterdon Central on Tues-
day and today host fast-improving
Cranford, which could be their main
competition at counties next week.

The unbeaten gymnastics team will
take on the rest of the county Satur-
day at the UCT championships, 2:30
p.m., at Union.

OUT OF STATE UPDATE
Massillon (Ohio) outdid Warren

Harding in just about everything but
lost a 21-16 game, despite allowing
just 126 yards of offense, including
just 73 yards on 30 carries by an Ohio
State signee. Harding returned an in-
terception and a fumble for two of its
touchdowns. … In Pennsylvania,
Neshaminy (5-2) outscored Central
Bucks South 43-29 to set the stage for
the season’s big game, tomorrow night
at North Penn. … And how about
these scores: West Springfield (Va.)
over West Potomac 81-74 in four
overtimes, and East Poinsett County
(Ark.) 73-72 over Hughes in one OT.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
Tom Parkinson did what soccer

coach George Kapner looks for his
seniors to do, step up and deliver the
goods. The two-year starting striker
had a huge week to get the Devils
back on track: against unbeaten
Union, he had a goal and assist in a 3-
1 upset win that ended an 0-5-2 skid;
vs. Plainfield he again had a goal and
assist in a 2-0 victory, and he ended
the week with two goals in a UCT
victory over Linden.

For those efforts, Tom earns a free
sub at Westfield Subs, 261 South
Avenue.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas
and newsy notes at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!

MAVROGIANNIS GETS 4TH SHUTOUT

Field Hockey Devils Tie
Cougars, 0-0, in Two OT

WF PAL Wrestling
Registration Set:

Westfield PAL wrestling team
registration has begun and will end
on Wednesday, October 25. The
programs focus on learning the
fundamentals of wrestling, instill-
ing solid values and having fun.
PAL sponsors the following pro-
grams:
BEGINNING – K-GRADE 2:
Wrestlers are taught the basics of
the sport with emphasis on skill de-
velopment and safety rather than
competition.
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUE WHITE
GRADES 2-6:
Wrestlers focus on the basic funda-
mentals and will prepare for com-
petitive matches.
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUE BLUE
GRADES 2-6:
Experienced wrestlers participate in
a competitive, 16-match schedule.
NJGSL TRAVELING TEAM GRADES
6-8:
Wrestlers compete in the New Jer-
sey Grade School League, the pre-
mier league for competition in New
Jersey.

For questions, e-mail
westfieldpalwrestling@comcast.net.
To register, please go to
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com.
All charges go to Al Rabinowitz.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The momentum continues to roll in
the right direction as the Westfield
High School field hockey team dem-
onstrated team speed, passing accu-
racy and dictated dominance over
Cranford through most of the game;
however, the Blue Devils had to settle
for a 0-0, two overtime deadlock in a
driving rain storm at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on October 11.

The message was sent out early to
the Cougars as the 5-5-1 Blue Devils
mounted a vicious assault that never
relented. Westfield fired off 14 total
shots and triggered nine corner shots,
while the Cougars totaled 16 shots,
no corner kicks and had one penalty
stroke. Blue Devil goalkeeper Natalia
Mavrogiannis recorded her fourth
shutout and Cougar keeper Becky
Quinn recorded her fifth shutout.

“We played really well. We had
opportunities and it’s unfortunate that
we could not finish and put the ball in
the goal. The kids really played their
hearts out,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Maggie McFadden. “What was
really nice was the fact that the first
time we faced Cranford, we got our
butts kicked and my kids wanted to
make retribution for what happened
there. We stepped it up, challenged
them and I think we surprised them
with how aggressive we were. I think
I would have been a little sad for
either team to have lost the game
because both played so well.”

The Blue Devils clearly dominated
play in the first half and limited the 5-
3-3 Cougars to just one shot on goal

and no corner flicks. Westfield fired
off a total of eight total shots. Maureen
Hughes, Agustina Healy, Christine
Isabella and Julia Conroy were cred-
ited with one stroke each on goal.

In the second half, the Blue Devils
continued to attack the ball and pen-
etrate Cougar turf led by Isabella,
Hughes, Alyson Guerriero, Kaitlin
Fleck and Emily Kieczykowski, while
Healy did a great job controlling the
left sideline. Cougar Quinn earned
her keep as she rejected shot after
shot. At the conclusion of regulation,
the Blue Devils fired off six total
shots including four shots directed to
the Cougar net by Hughes, Healy,
Isabella, and Kimberly Pulliam re-
spectively.

In the first and second overtime
period it was a back-and-forth battle
that credited each keepers with two
saves respectively. “She did a good
job. She persevered, she focused and
she challenged when she needed to
challenge,” said Coach McFadden of
Mavrogiannis. “We made some great
goal line saves by Healey, Guerriero
and Lee Weisman.”

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Irvington Football
SPF/Linden Football

Cougar Classic Gymnastics
Westfield/Plainfield Soccer
SPF/Dayton UCT Soccer
West/Cran Field Hockey

Westfield/JP Stevens Tennis

MOUNTAINSIDE $695,000 WESTFIELD $485,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $389,000 WESTFIELD $949,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $489,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $399,000

Mountainside Split.  Come see this beautifully maintained 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath Colonial Split bordering on Westfield and close to
shopping and NYC transportation.

Too much curb appeal!  Living Room with fireplace, thermo window,
vinyl siding, close to schools, town and train.  A window-lit switch
back staircase leads to 3 Bedrooms, 1 bath, Formal Dining Room,
wood floors, Family Room, half bath and enclosed front porch.

Roomy Cape Cod!  Alluring interior with hardwood floors and
moldings, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, newer
1st floor bath, 2nd floor Master with full bath – ’99, large Kitchen.
Other updates include furnace, HWH and Recreation Room with
wet bar, CAC 2nd floor.  Close to NYC transportation.

Exquisite Colonial with enchanting arts and crafts styling, hardwood
floors, box beam ceilings, fabulous new Eat-In Kitchen with granite
counters and top-of-the-line appliances, large Master with luxury bath,
beautifully landscaped yard with koi pond.

Fabulous renovated Cape Cod with hardwood floors, tile, stainless
steel appliances, multi-zone CAC, new baths and Kitchen.

Spacious Ranch with open floor plan, well-maintained interior and
exterior, large, professionally landscaped yard with pavestone patio,
all large rooms, Eat-In Kitchen, nice-sized entry foyer, CAC, sprawl-
ing Recreation Room in basement.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO STOPPING THIS MIDFIELDER…Outmaneuvering and breaking through
a Cougar defender is senior Alyson Guerriero, No. 5.  The Westfield High field
hockey team settled for a 0-0 double OT game.


