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Erratum
A front-page article in last week’s

issue of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times erroneously listed Neal
LeStrange as being among four of-
ficers who had settled a lawsuit
against the Township of Scotch
Plains for reverse discrimination
for $100,000.

The article should have said that
Mr. LeStrange was not a party in
the lawsuit but rather gave a depo-
sition in the case.

SPFHS Suspends Four
Students After Fight

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Police
broke up an altercation between four
male students at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) on
October 4. The students were taken
into police custody and released to
their parents or guardians, Detective
Sergeant Brian Donnelly of the
Scotch Plains Police Department
said.

The students sustained minor inju-
ries, none requiring hospitalization,
SPFHS Principal David Heisey told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Ambulance personnel treated one of
the students on the scene for a cut lip,
he said. Because the four students
were minors, their names are not be-
ing released, Det. Sgt. Donnelly told
The Times.

A large crowd of students gathered
to observe the fight, which took place
immediately after dismissal in the
front of the school, Mr. Heisey said.

The school suspended all four stu-
dents for varying lengths of time,
depending on their involvement and
in accordance with school policy. Det.
Sgt. Donnelly said there were no
weapons involved in the fracas.

The police responded within a few
minutes because they were already
on the grounds patrolling the school
at dismissal, as was customary, Mr.
Heisey said. An increased police pres-
ence patrolled the grounds for several
days following the incident, he added.

Det. Sgt. Donnelly said the fight
appeared much worse than it actually
was, due to the large number of stu-
dents already in front of the school at
the time.

Because of the ongoing investiga-
tion, the police and school officials
could not comment on the cause of
the incident or provide any more de-
tails. A full police report will become
available, without the minor students’
names, once the investigation is com-
plete, he said.

SP Township Works With
BOE Field Maintenance

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission cel-
ebrated the success of its main at-
traction for Scotch Plains Day —
the grand opening of the Scotch
Hills Country Club Mini Golf
Course — at its meeting on Monday
evening.

The miniature golf course, netted
driving stalls and parking lot, which
cost $500,000 to build, opened on
Saturday. Just this weekend, the
course drew 400 participants, recre-
ation officials said. The recreation
committee expects the miniature golf
course to draw in excess of $100,000
a year.

“The golf course was terrific. Park-
ing was not an issue. It was all in all
a great weekend,” Ray Poerio, Scotch
Plains recreation director, said.

“It was a very busy weekend with
all of the activities for Scotch Plains
Day going on,” Commissioner Lynn
Barattucci said.

Next year, the commission plans
to install a pavilion and cooking grill.
So far, the township has received 60
phone calls from residents wanting

to have birthday parties at the facil-
ity.

“This will be a project that we will
pursue after the new year,” Mr. Poerio
said.

Also, the recreation commission
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will work together to pro-
vide maintenance to the Terrill Middle
School and Park Middle School fields,
especially now that the freshman soc-
cer team will play there. The recre-
ation maintenance staff recently
seeded and fertilized Park Middle
School field and will repeat the pro-
cess one more time before the end of
the year.

“We are trying to help them through
this process of providing both man-
power and knowledge about the fa-
cilities,” Mr. Poerio said.

The recreation commission re-
ceived a $50,000 grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders to go towards renovations to
the south-side ball field. The renova-
tions are expected to start in early
2007, after the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools  and Route
22 ball fields are completed, com-
missioners said.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUMMY’S THE WORD…The winners of the Scotch Plains Day Mummy
Contest are Nicole Desandro and Leanna Vuono. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Nicole, Leanna, Doreen Rosen, Johanna Rosen, Max Steele, Ava Steele, Celia
Phansalkar, Briana Johnson and Rainbow T. Clown (Becky Santora).

Local School Boards Monitor
Property Tax Reform Hearings

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Local school
officials have monitored sessions of
the state’s joint legislative commit-
tees on property tax reform. Com-
missioned by Governor Jon Corzine
in June, the committees have held
hearings in Trenton and throughout
New Jersey on topics pertinent to
reforming New Jersey’s highest-in-
the-nation property taxes.

The four committees – the Public
School Funding Reform Committee,
the Joint Committee on Government
Consolidation and Shared Services,
the Committee on Public Employees
Benefits Reform and the Joint Legis-
lative Committee on Constitutional
Reform and Citizens Property Tax
Constitutional Convention – have
mulled a variety of cost-cutting ideas
to reduce New Jersey property taxes.

Each committee, co-chaired by a
senator and an assembly member,
hears testimony from expert witnesses
and educational organizations; pub-
lic testimony has been allowed since
August.

They will wrap up the sessions by
the end of October and must submit
final reports to the full Legislature by
Wednesday, November 15.

Governor Corzine gave the com-
mittees a deadline of January 1, 2007
to come up with solutions, or he will
place the proposal of holding a Con-
stitutional Convention on the ballot
for voters to consider by November
2007.

One idea proposed by the Public
School Funding Reform Committee
calls for the mandatory merger of the
state’s 616 school districts into 21
countywide school districts. Pres-
ently, there are 23 school districts in
Union County. Committees have also
discussed mandatory mergers of
neighboring municipalities.

Other proposals under consider-
ation include revising the school fund-
ing formula, tougher qualifications
for public pensions, higher employee
benefits contributions, increasing the
retirement age, allowing municipali-
ties to impose local taxes, capping
state debt, increased income taxes
and taxing homes differently than
businesses.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education member Linda Nelson and
fellow board member Don Parisi re-
port information from the hearings to
the BOE. Ms. Nelson is the vice presi-
dent of the Garden State Coalition of
Schools (GSC), an organization that
has representatives testify before the
committee on public school funding
reform.

At its last monthly agenda meet-
ing, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
agreed with Mr. Parisi’s suggestion
that the board should submit a report
to the Government Shared Services
Committee regarding the benefits
gained from merging school districts
and other municipal shared services.

“We need to get our story in front of
the committee on what we’ve done
for the past 75 years,” he said. Taking
the same position as the New Jersey
School Boards Association, Mr. Parisi
and other board members discussed
their support for voluntary mergers
and their opposition to mandated ones.

Ms. Nelson told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she is concerned
that the time allotted to the commit-
tees to review the issues and formu-
late proposals is insufficient.

“There is not much opportunity for
the public to comment on what they
propose. Good policy is not pushed
through in a few weeks,” she told The
Times.

She said she is concerned that the
main focus of the hearings has been
on reducing taxes and saving money.
“There has been only an occasional
reference to maintaining educational
quality. We need to maintain that qual-
ity,” she said.

William Foley, superintendent of
schools for Westfield, said the
Westfield school district has worked
through the GSC to keep up with
developments in the committees and
to represent its position on the issues.
Mr. Foley also wrote letters to Sena-
tors John Adler and Bob Smith, who
co-chair two of the committees. Rep-
resentatives from the district have

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEEING OFF…Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks tees off Saturday during the grand opening of the newly-opened
miniature golf range at the Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains.

Dunlap Admits to Stabbing
Fanwood Library Director

FANWOOD – Rosemary Dunlap
admitted in open court last Tuesday
that she stabbed her ex-husband,
Fanwood Library Director Dan
Weiss, in the neck on August 1,
2005.

Dunlap, a local realtor, faces four
years in state prison when sentenced
before State Superior Court Judge
William Werthheimer at the Union
County Courthouse on January 12 on
the charge of aggravated assault.
Dunlap could have faced 30 years in
jail on that charge as well as charges
of attempted murder and unlawful
possession of a weapon, an eight-
inch steak knife.

“This was a deliberate, planned,
unprovoked attack and it clearly de-
serves a state prison term,” Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said. “She will have a lot
of time to think about what she did.”

Executive Assistant Prosecutor
Robert O’Leary added that, “be-

cause of the guilty plea, the victim
will not have to endure the ordeal of
coming to court and recounting the
attack.”

The stabbing occurred five days
prior to the date when Mr. Weiss was
to marry Mary Olive “Mo” Smith, a
singer in his band, Reckon So. The
couple married two weeks later in a
civil service conducted by Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Following the attack, which oc-
curred in Mr. Weiss’ motor vehicle,
the Fanwood Rescue Squad rushed
him to the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ) in Newark where he un-
derwent a tracheotomy. He fully re-
covered from his surgery and sang
soon after the procedure.

Dunlap, who was waiting for Mr.
Weiss in the back seat of his car, was
initially held on $150,000 bail. She will
have to serve three years and four months
before being eligible for parole.

Board to Vote October 25
On Oversized Home Law

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board reviewed details of an
oversized home ordinance with Paul
Ricci, a planner with the  engineering
firm T&M Associates  at Monday’s
agenda meeting.

The ordinance would limit home
size with regard to new construction
and additions. The board discussed
restrictions on building height, house
setback and building coverage (the
percentage of land on a given lot that
may be used for habitable space).

Under the current borough ordi-
nance, the height limit of a home is 35
feet up to the median roofline (half-
way between the eves and the gut-
ters). Under the new ordinance, the

limit would be 25 feet on a 50-foot-
wide lot, and would graduate from
there to a maximum of 28 feet on a
75-foot-wide or larger lot.

Also with regard to building height,
homes would be restricted to two
stories. An attic would be considered
a story in the ordinance only if the
part of the attic that is more than five
feet high constitutes more than 60
percent of the floor below it.

The board confirmed that the
amount of space a home must be set
back from the road would be 30 feet.
For corner houses, which essentially
have two front yards, the ordinance
will be such that the side yard must be
set at the median of the front-yard set-
backs of the surrounding houses.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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SP Officials Begin Preliminary
Work on 2007 Municipal Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Less than six
months after the township council
approved this year’s $20-million
municipal budget, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins planned to meet
yesterday with all township depart-
ment heads to begin discussion on the
2007 budget.

“This kicks it off,” he said at
Tuesday’s conference meeting, refer-
ring to Wednesday’s meeting with
the 14 supervisors, which will even-
tually lead to the township manager
submitting his spending recommen-

dations to the council early next year.
The budget discussions were to

center on the anticipated level of
mandated costs such as insurance,
pensions and fees, as well as “ways to
save money without negatively im-
pacting services.” An initial public
hearing on the 2007 budget will be
held on Monday, November 27.

In other business, Mr. Atkins met
with Township Attorney Brian Levine,
Municipal Judge Antonio Inacio and
Municipal Court Administrator
Yvonne Rude to discuss security pro-
cedures for the municipal court. The
state and county are pressing local
courts to beef up security measures in
their courts, and Mr. Levine said a
formal security plan — to be drafted
by Judge Inacio — has to be in place
by January 1.

Mr. Levine said, at minimum, the
new security measures would include

some type of screening device at the
front door of the municipal building
on days when court is in session. As
for the costs involved, Mr. Atkins told
the council he does not know who
would be responsible for paying for
any additional security. He said the
state and the county would like mu-
nicipalities to foot the bill themselves.

Mr. Atkins also said he is waiting to
hear from Union County Manager
George Devanney about county sup-
port for the township’s plans for a
deer-reduction program in the
Ashbrook Reservation later this win-
ter. Last week, Mayor Martin Marks
said that Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella was
“on board” with another deer-reduc-
tion program similar to an effort un-
dertaken earlier this year.

During the mid-February to mid-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BREAKING GROUND…Fanwood officials, above, break ground Tuesday for
Station Mews of Fanwood. The three-story, mixed-use redevelopment project at
234 South Avenue will include retail stores on the ground floor ,with condo-
minium units on the second and third floors. Breaking ground above, from left to
right, are: owner Helen Ling, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, architect Rocco
Campanella, of Architecture Plus P.C. in Raritan and Planning Board Chairman
Greg Cummings. Station Mews is adjacent to the Marcovecchio mixed-use
redevelopment project, which broke ground on Sunday. Below, owners Helen and
Jeff Ling greet attendees at the groundbreaking ceremony.


