
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 116th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 42-2006 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, October 19, 2006USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Education ...... 8-9, 11
Obituary ........ 10
Sports ............ 13-18

Real Estate .... 13-21
Classifieds .... 21
A&E .............. 22-24

Arbitrator Submits Report
On Town, FMBA Contract

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An arbitrator has
submitted a proposed settlement for a
new contract between the Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA) No. 30. The previous con-
tract expired on December 31, 2003.

Details of the contract will not be
released until both sides review it.
Although the contract is binding, both
sides have the right to appeal the
decision in State Superior Court.

Town administrator Jim Gildea said
the town’s governing body was to re-
view the decision in executive session
at its Tuesday, October 17, meeting to
determine if they agree with the pro-
posal. He said the FMBA membership
is expected to do the same.

The 38-member FMBA would have
the first contract settled through bind-
ing arbitration in the town’s history.

“I don’t think we can release any-
thing,” Mr. Gildea said last Friday.
He said he needs to see what “their
(town council’s) thoughts are and how
to proceed.”

“I hope to have it (the ordinance for
the new contract) ready for introduc-
tion for (October 24)” if the council
and FMBA opt not to appeal, he said.

The Policemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA) Local 90 is also in
arbitration for its contract, which ex-
pired on December 31, 2005. The
PBA’s membership plans to attend
the town council’s Tuesday, October
24, meeting in an effort to rally sup-
port for a new contract.

Mr. Gildea said benefits and salary
increase percentages “across the board”
are the main issues in contract talks.

A paid bulletin board letter the PBA
published in the October 12 issue of
The Westfield Leader claims that start-
ing salaries for police officers would
only increase $1,723 over four years,
with starting salaries at $35,000.

The Teamsters Union, represent-
ing public works employees, is cur-
rently in mediation with the town for
a new contract. The union’s previous
agreement ended on December 31,
2005. Unlike the police and fire
unions, the Teamsters contract does
not offer binding arbitration.

WF Mayor’s Task Force
On Land Use Kicks Off

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s Land Use Task Force held
its preliminary meeting last Wednes-
day. The mayor formed the task force
to review current land-use ordinances,
evaluate emergent land-use issues and
formulate recommendations for the
town council.

William Heinbokel, chairman of
the task force, also chairs the zoning
board of adjustment. The following
voluntary members comprise the task
force: Anthony Cerami, architectural
review board member and builder;
Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst, Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee chairman; Carol
Hewitt, architect; Second Ward Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Kimmins, code re-
view committee member; Vincent
Loughlin, zoning board of adjust-
ment attorney; Robert Newell, plan-
ning board vice-chairman; Mary
Stewart, architectural review board
member; Francis Smith, zoning board
of adjustment vice-chairman; and
Vincent Wilt, planning board chair.

Mr. Foerst addressed the audience
of about 20 people with a PowerPoint

presentation, explaining the back-
ground of the task force, the goals and
the stakeholders involved. Mr. Foerst
said he had a “problem” with an Octo-
ber 5 Westfield Leader editorial. “While
The Leader may think we are going
slowly, I disagree with that,” he said.

Mr. Foerst then read the task force’s
mission statement – “how to best
manage change, how to allow revital-
ization, accommodate various inter-
ests and protect private rights without
sacrificing community quality of life
and valued community resources.”

The task force’s goals are to “listen
to the concerns of all members of the
community…and to determine ways
to manage change while accommo-
dating land use needs of the commu-
nity,” he said.

The process includes holding meet-
ings with residents, builders, con-
tractors, architects, realtors, historic
preservation organizations, town
building and zoning officials and real-
estate and land-use attorneys.

“The committee goal is to listen to
the concerns of all members of the
community,” Mr. Foerst said.

“We need to listen to the community

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
WHAT’S UP, DOC?...Moviegoers enjoy a classic Bugs Bunny cartoon before the main attraction at the free outdoor movie
night last Friday in the south-side train station parking lot sonsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC). In
honor of the date (Friday the 13), the movie, The Addams Family was screened. This Saturday, the The Wizard of Oz will be
shown by the DWC at the Elm Street field at 7:30 p.m.
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Bovella’s Receives Grant;
DWC Discusses Safety
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) spent
the majority of its October 16 board
of directors meeting discussing im-
provements to the property at 101
East Broad Street, the home of
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe. The DWC
awarded an exterior-restoration grant
to Bovella’s for the project.

The project calls for removal of the
shingled awning above the first floor,
rebuilding of the brick pillar at the
corner of Prospect and East Broad
Streets and reopening of the two
arched windows on the first floor of
the Prospect Street façade.

Sherry Cronin, DWC executive di-
rector, said the windows were neces-
sary in order to create a “café feel” to
the renovated space.

Joseph Spector, vice chairman of
the board, expressed his opinion that
the project would be a major improve-
ment to the western end of the down-
town portion of East Broad Street.

Dominick Verdic, a property owner
who sits on the DWC board, expressed
concerns over the size and manner of
the DWC’s assistance. He said his
background in construction caused
him to question the quality of work,
how to protect DWC interests and
whether a precedent was being set for
property owners to ask for greater
levels of assistance.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
addressed Mr. Verdic’s last concern
by pointing out the limited budget for
such projects, and board chairman
David Martone explained the DWC’s
planning matrix.

Mrs. Cronin gave an update on the
progress of changes to the new Chico’s
space, the former Lancaster, Ltd., on
Elm Street. This project also centers
on restoration of the façade to its

original feel, she said.
Additional discussion centered on

planning a “pedestrian safety barricade”
for the front of the Rialto Theatre on
East Broad Street in hopes that a barrier
would improve safety in the area by
preventing pedestrians from milling into
East Broad Street. The barricade would
prevent pedestrians from crossing the
street between the theatre and the Town
Book Store and preclude drop-offs in
front of the theater.

Some members voiced concerns
about whether the improvement
would become an attractive nuisance.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea raised
additional concerns regarding the
“many” layers of governmental ap-
proval needed.

In other business, the DWC approved
grants for work done to Thinka Dinka,
a new toy store on East Broad Street
near Mountain Avenue, and Earth Child,
a children’s clothing store on Central
Avenue in the Rialto Building.

The board mentioned a “high level
of recent store turnover,” highlighted
by the grand openings of Rockn’ Joe,
Learning Express, Blue Tulip, Thinka
Dinka and Pumpkins & Petunias,
along with this coming weekend’s
grand openings of Tutti Baci Café
and Panoply.

The DWC recognized Kiehl’s for
its donation of a bike rack on Elm
Street by parking lot eight.

Mrs. Cronin outlined the success
of the outdoor showing of The Addams
Family at the South Avenue train sta-
tion lot on Friday the 13. The Wizard
of Oz is planned for this Saturday,
October 21, at the Elm Street field.

The DWC Trick-or-Treat Downtown
Costume Contest is slated for Sunday,
October 29. The contest will be held at
4:30 p.m. on Quimby Street. Trick-or-
treaters should look for orange posters
from participating merchants.

Local School Boards Monitor
Property Tax Reform Hearings

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS —Local school
officials have monitored sessions of
the state’s joint legislative commit-
tees on property-tax reform. Com-
missioned by Governor Jon Corzine
in June, the committees have held
hearings in Trenton and throughout
New Jersey on topics pertinent to
reforming New Jersey’s highest-in-
the-nation property taxes.

The four committees – the Public

School Funding Reform Committee,
the Joint Committee on Government
Consolidation and Shared Services,
the Committee on Public Employees
Benefits Reform and the Joint Legis-
lative Committee on Constitutional
Reform and Citizens Property Tax
Constitutional Convention – have
mulled a variety of cost-cutting ideas
to reduce New Jersey property taxes.

Each committee, co-chaired by a
senator and an assembly member, hears
testimony from expert witnesses and
educational organizations; public testi-
mony has been allowed since August.

They will wrap up the sessions by
the end of October and must submit
final reports to the full legislature by
Wednesday, November 15.

Governor Corzine gave the com-
mittees a deadline of January 1, 2007
to come up with solutions, or he will
place the proposal of holding a Consti-
tutional Convention on the ballot for
voters to consider by November 2007.

One idea proposed by the Public
School Funding Reform Committee
calls for the mandatory merger of the
state’s 616 school districts into 21
countywide school districts. Pres-
ently, there are 23 school districts in
Union County. Committees have also
discussed mandatory mergers of
neighboring municipalities.

Other proposals under consideration
include revising the school funding
formula, tougher qualifications for
public pensions, higher employee ben-
efits contributions, increasing the re-
tirement age, allowing municipalities
to impose local taxes, capping state
debt, increased income taxes and tax-
ing homes differently than businesses.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) members Linda
Nelson and Don Parisi report informa-
tion from the hearings to the BOE. Ms.
Nelson is the vice president of the Gar-
den State Coalition of Schools (GSC),
an organization that has representatives
testify before the committee on public
school funding reform.

At its last monthly agenda meet-
ing, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
agreed with Mr. Parisi’s suggestion
that the board should submit a report

to the Government Shared Services
Committee regarding the benefits
gained from merging school districts
and other municipal shared services.

“We need to get our story in front of
the committee on what we’ve done
for the past 75 years,” he said. Taking
the same position as the New Jersey
School Boards Association, Mr. Parisi
and other board members discussed
their support for voluntary mergers
and their opposition to mandated ones.

Ms. Nelson told The Westfield
Leader that she is concerned that the
time allotted to the committees to
review the issues and formulate pro-
posals is insufficient.

“There is not much opportunity for
the public to comment on what they
propose. Good policy is not pushed
through in a few weeks,” she told The
Leader.

She said she is concerned that the
main focus of the hearings has been
on reducing taxes and saving money.
“There has been only an occasional
reference to maintaining educational
quality. We need to maintain that qual-
ity,” she said.

William Foley, Westfield superin-
tendent of schools, said the Westfield
school district has worked through the
GSC to keep up with developments in
the committees and to represent its
position on the issues. Mr. Foley also
wrote letters to Senators John Adler
and Bob Smith, who co-chair two of
the committees. Representatives from
the district have been active with the
New Jersey Education Association,
which, along with the GSC, lobbies
for the district’s interests.

The Westfield BOE has not taken
any formal position on the issues, Mr.
Foley said. Personally, he said, he
agreed with the need to merge some
of the administrations, but didn’t think
that any would merge voluntarily.

Mergers tend to be financially un-
fair to some districts more than oth-
ers, Mr. Foley said.

After regionalization, new tax rates
result for each town’s contribution.

“Our state aid, which amounts to
about 5 percent, has been frozen for
five years,” Mr. Foley said. “The state
is supposed to fund 40 percent of
special education, and it hasn’t been.
On the other hand, the public is some-
what unrealistic too. Everyone wants
more services, but lower taxes. Tren-
ton has some tough decisions to make
and they are going to make some
people unhappy,” he said.

Mountainside Superintendent of
Schools Richard O’Malley told The
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Residents Question Memorial
Park’s Paper Street Access

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday’s
council conference session, nearly
20 residents whose homes border
Memorial Park attended the meeting
to give opinions on proposed changes
to the facility’s master plan.

Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Jim Marvin and Recreation
Director Bruce Kaufman presented
their proposal, noting that feedback
would be taken into consideration by
the recreation department before its
next meeting on November 6.

Mr. Marvin said plans began over
two years ago and over that time,
after soliciting community input, the
“large wish list” narrowed down.

Concerning the four softball fields
that currently exist, Mr. Marvin said,
“You cannot use all four fields at the
same time” because the outfields “in-
terfere with each other and create a
dangerous situation.” The plan, there-
fore, calls for a “reconfiguration” of
the fields and “stretches out the space
we want to use,” pushing closer to
residences bordering the fields on
Scotch Plains Avenue.

Mr. Marvin said, “The land itself will
be natural grass and will be built up
with natural grading technology with
layers underneath that for better drain-
age.” Currently, he said, “if it rains,

those fields aren’t useable for days.”
He said, according to the concep-

tual plan, the tennis courts would be
moved over and two “dilapidated” ones
would be eliminated, thereby “creat-
ing a larger buffer and more parking.”

Specifically, Mr. Marvin said the
plan would create 74 parking spaces
to alleviate the volume on Scotch
Plains Avenue. A handball court
would be eliminated and the basket-
ball court would be moved from the
parking lot closer to the Marion Av-
enue/West Broad Street entrance.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said he and McKinley Elemen-
tary School Principal Claudia
Andreski had “concerns” with the
basketball court. He said moving the
courts closer to houses creates a “mag-
net area for things not necessarily
related to basketball, like fights or
congregations, [to occur].”

Mr. Kaufman said, “What we are
looking at down the road is the neces-

sity to have a park ranger where these
basketball courts could be opened
and closed at certain times.”

Mr. Marvin said there would be a
walking path around the park, inter-
secting with Scotch Plains’ Brookside
Park, where he envisions families
“pushing strollers and jogging.”

Hort Street, a paper street, will
remain as a cut-through to the park,
though the commission considered
sealing it off.

“If you seal it off, you might have
emergency-access issues,” Mr.
Marvin said.

Mr. Foerst said by having that en-
trance open as a secondary entrance,
people are not going to park in the
[74] new parking spaces. They’re
going to park there. It’s easier for
them to park on North Scotch Plains
Avenue and walk through that area
than park by Marion Avenue, which
is a much safer area. A lot of residents
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Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
A CENTRAL PARK…Westfield Recreation Commission Director Bruce Kaufman,
left, diagrams proposed changes to Memorial Park. Mr. Kaufman and commission
Chairman Jim Marvin, right, heard resident feedback that they will take into
consideration at the commission’s next meeting on Monday, November 6.

Police Seek Three Men
In Custodian Assault

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
continuing to investigate an assault
on a custodian Monday afternoon in
which the victim also was robbed on
the grounds of Washington Elemen-
tary School in Westfield.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
three male suspects approached the
31-year-old victim, a Roselle Park
resident whose name was not re-
leased, at about 4:45 p.m. The cus-
todian was on his way to a detached
trailer on the St. Marks Avenue
property.

One of the suspects struck the
victim in the face, causing him to
fall to the ground. The custodian
was then robbed of $29 in cash,
Captain Auchter confirmed to The
Westfield Leader yesterday.

The suspects were described as
two white males and one black male,
all 18 or 19 years old.

“Dr. [William] Foley did send an
e-mail message to all parents of what
occurred,” said District Community
Relations Coordinator Lorre Korecky.

She said he assured parents that
the “education and security of all
the students are a priority” for the
district.

Westfield Rescue Squad person-
nel treated the victim at the scene.
Anyone with information about the
case is asked to call the Westfield
Police Department at (908) 789-4000.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
FACE LIFT...Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive Director
Sherry Cronin displays an illustration of the proposed façade improvements to
101 East Broad Street, the home of Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe. The DWC awarded
an exterior-restoration grant to Bovella’s for the project, which Mrs. Cronin said
would create a “café feel” for the building.


