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By DEM Candidates for Scotch Plains Council

Parking Fees Should be Lowered

By Scotch Plains GOP Council Candidates

Manager Atkins Supported

Neal LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss, Democratic candidates for Scotch
Plains Township Council, brought their
campaign to Scotch Plains commuters at
the Fanwood train station on September 28.

“We realize that many of our Scotch
Plains residents have long commutes to
work and may not have time to focus on
the local issues that affect them,” Mr.
LeStrange said. “However, being in-
formed of the poor management and ne-
glect of township facilities and other fac-
tors that have pushed our property taxes
higher will help them to make the right
choice on Election Day.”

“Our visit to the train station gave us an
opportunity to interact with hundreds of
people and a chance to listen to their
concerns,” Mr. Glover said. “One thing
we consistently heard was the desire to
have a direct line into New York. While
we realize that this would be an involved
undertaking, we feel that a local govern-

ing body should advocate for the interests
of it citizens. This will not only benefit the
commuters, but all home values in the
area will increase as a result.”

“Another thing we heard our Scotch
Plains residents talk about was the sig-
nificantly higher parking fees charged to
them, while Fanwood residents park at a
reduced rate,” Mr. Strauss added. “Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are sister towns and
share many facilities, such as a joint school
system. Many of the youth athletic asso-
ciations have membership from both
towns, yet it’s the Scotch Plains’ fields
that are used at our taxpayers’ expense.
We feel that Fanwood should be ap-
proached to give Scotch Plains commut-
ers a fairer deal.”

Voters may learn more about the Demo-
cratic candidates by visiting
www.spdems.com or contacting them at
(908)490-1900 or
ScotchPlainsDem@aol.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican can-
didates for township council have re-
cently announced their wholeheartedly
support for Scotch Plains Municipal Man-
ager Thomas Atkins. Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool said, “Tom Atkins has
been with the township for over 25 years
and is the principle reason why our mu-
nicipal government runs as smoothly as it
does. He is the past president of the NJ
Municipal Managers Association and is
recognized by his peers as an expert in the
field of municipal government.”

Responding to rumors that Mr. Atkins’
job was on the line depending upon the
outcome of the November 7 township
council election, Mrs. Malool went on to
say, “It has gotten back to us from several
sources that one of the Democratic coun-
cil candidates has been boasting that if he
is elected, Tom Atkins will be the first to
be fired. We call on our Democratic op-
ponents to disavow these rumors and
state unequivocally that Tom Atkins will
remain on as our municipal manager re-
gardless of the election outcome.”

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge went
on to say, “Prior to getting involved in
municipal government as a zoning board
member and ultimately as a council-
woman, I had the opportunity to serve as
administrative assistant to the mayor
and municipal manager. I know that
Tom Atkins’ experience and work ethic
are second to none and it would be a
travesty to lose him due to politics. He
has served with both Republican and

Democratic council members and has
remained steadfastly apolitical during
his career. We have seen firsthand what
can happen when political cronies are
appointed to important administrative
positions. The last time the local Demo-
crats took control of our municipal gov-
ernment in 1999, they appointed Will-
iam Polidore as our finance officer, and
he soon was caught in a $320,000 em-
bezzlement. Fortunately, the money was
recovered and Mayor Marks’ adminis-
tration instructed Mr. Atkins to bring on
the most qualified CFO in the state. Mr.
Atkins then hired Lori Majeski, and we
have now had four straight years of im-
peccable township audit reports.”

Council candidate Rich Duthie con-
cluded by stating, “Scotch Plains is a
special place where the municipal gov-
ernment does not bend to pressures of
outside political bosses when it comes to
the appointment of key administration
officials. We cannot afford to start now.
One only needs to take a look at recent
media accounts of corrupt political bosses
around the state and how they try to exert
their influences even on local govern-
ments. I’m not sure why this Democratic
candidate for township council wants Tom
Atkins removed, but it certainly cannot
be for what is in the best interests of
Scotch Plains.”

CAMPAIGN WELCOME…Approximately 100 supporters welcomed DEM
candidates Bob Menendez (U.S. Senate) and Linda Stender (7th Congressional
District) last Sunday night at Susan Pepper’s home on Sunset Avenue in Westfield.

By Bob Menendez, DEM Candidate for Senate

Bush ‘Ignores’ N. Korean Threat
NEW BRUNSWICK — In response to

reports that North Korea tested a nuclear
weapon, Monday, U.S. Senator Bob
Menendez said, “Today’s nuclear test by
North Korea confirms our worst fears and
illustrates just how much the Bush
administration’s incompetence has en-
dangered our nation. Five years ago, Presi-
dent Bush told the American people about
what he termed ‘the axis of evil,’ three
countries he alleged were developing
weapons of mass destruction. Since that
time, we invaded Iraq, the country that
didn’t have weapons of mass destruction,
and ignored Iran and North Korea, the
two that did.

While George Bush bogged our mili-
tary down to topple a regime that had no
weapons of mass destruction, a brutal
dictator in North Korea has strengthened
a nuclear arsenal that has the potential to
threaten the west coast of the United
States. A nuclear North Korea is a threat
to its neighbors, a threat to the 38,000

American soldiers deployed in South
Korea and a threat to every American.

We had the opportunity to stop North
Korea from increasing its nuclear power,
but George Bush went to sleep at the
switch while he pursued his narrow agenda
in Iraq. When the world was crying out for
leadership, George Bush gave it negli-
gence. The war in Iraq has tied our hands
and our enemies know it. We now lack the
international credibility to assemble a real
coalition to deal with North Korea, which
we should have done years ago, and our
country is less safe because of it. There can
be no clearer evidence that it is time for a
change of direction in Washington.

We cannot afford to trust George Bush
to get this right, since he has gotten it
wrong for the past six years. He needs to
appoint immediately an independent en-
voy such as James Baker or William
Perry to oversee an international coali-
tion to deal with this emerging crisis.
There is no time for delay.”

By GOP Candidates for Fanwood Council

Fanwood GOP Hosts Tailgate Party
A 100-inch wide-screen, food and

games for the entire family are planned by
the Fanwood Republican Organization
on Sunday, October 15, as they host a
Giants vs. Falcons tailgate party at
Jersyland Park off Beryllium Road in
Scotch Plains. Tailgate starts at noon,
with the game kick-off scheduled for 1
p.m. This family event will have all the
usual tailgate fare plus organized games
for the kids and family.

“This is one of many events held by the
club throughout the year,” said Gerry
Vadas, chairman of the event. “We don’t
have a rain date because we’ve arranged
for a huge tent just in case, but I have it on

good authority it will be a great day. We’ll
have a ballgame setup for the kids and
kids-at-heart, plenty of food and prizes for
the basketball longest sink, horseshoes
and hand ball competitions. So, bring the
kids and leave the babysitter at home.”

The cost is $40 for a single or $60 for
the family. Payment will be accepted at
the registration/sign-in table, but a call to
confirm attendance is encouraged.

In attendance will be GOP Borough
Council candidates Andy McDonald and
Rich Alber with their families.

For additional information or direc-
tions, please call Gerry Vadas at (732)
684-7484.

By DEM Candidates in New Providence

It is Time for a Change
When elected, we will make New Provi-

dence a leader in adopting ethics reforms
that will promote accountability and trans-
parency of municipal government.

When elected, we will strengthen our
borough’s policies in the following ways:
Extend the requirement for competitive
bidding to lucrative professional services
contracts; extend the ban on pay-to-play
to developers, so any developer who con-
tributes more than certain amount to bor-
ough campaigns would be ineligible to
develop property in New Providence;
Create a policy to protect whistleblowers
and create a system to allow anonymous
complaints, so that employees and resi-

dents are not afraid of retaliation when
they become aware of misconduct; con-
sider the creation of a 1-800 hotline num-
ber to facilitate this process; ban nepotism
in borough hiring, while grandfathering
current employees; reinvigorate the exist-
ing ethics board (which currently consists
of three council members) by including
residents, and making its membership rep-
resentative of the community; create an
agenda for the board that includes ethics
and conflict of interest training of elected
officials and senior management.

It’s time for a change. Elect Norman
Samodovitz for mayor, Rosanne McGraw
and Douglas Ashinsky for council.

For Voting Info, see
goleader.com/06election

By Glenn Mortimer, GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Thank You to Our Veterans
Running for Union County Freeholder

has been a positive experience. I have met
many interesting and friendly people. I
can attest that there are many good restau-
rants all over the county, whether for a
slice of pizza or a full dinner. I have also
been very fortunate to have my views
published by The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

This week, I ask the reader’s indul-
gence. Rather than report on county is-
sues or expound on my views, I would
like to report on an experience that I
found to be very moving.

This past Saturday, my running mates
and I were invited to march in a parade
celebrating the opening of the Kenilworth
Veterans Center. Saturday started as a
rather chilly and overcast day. By parade
time, the weather had cleared but it re-
mained chilly. Our Republican contingent
contained a truck carrying 20 veterans.
They each carried a poster with a photo of
themselves in their service uniforms. We
were near the front of the parade, finished
the route in 20 minutes and were fortunate
enough to see most of the parade. We
witnessed an impressive drill by the
Rahway High School ROTC. Many veter-
ans passed by, some in vintage military
vehicles. Both Miss and Mrs. New Jersey
were in attendance. The bands played pa-
triotic songs; the scouts and local sports
teams participated. Cheerleaders twirled
batons, and World Karate put on an exhi-
bition for the vets. It was a fine parade.

By the time the dedication ceremony for

the Veterans Center and Veterans Park
began, the sun warmed the area. We were
surrounded by veterans and their families.
I wondered about the unimaginable hor-
rors many of these heroes must have wit-
nessed. They endured these hardships to
give us the gift of freedom. The speakers
thanked all who made the day and the
center possible; they also always thanked
the vets, who really made it all possible.
Congressman Ferguson spoke of his admi-
ration for the veterans and vowed to con-
tinue his fight for veterans’ health benefits.
Senator Kean and Assemblyman Cryan
delivered eloquent messages praising the
assembled veterans.

While I am sure there were many parti-
san Democrats and Republicans in the
crowd, everyone was there for one reason:
to honor those who have helped to pre-
serve our freedom. By the time the bag-
pipes played “Amazing Grace,” the crowd
was in a thankful and patriotic mood. While
we may disagree on many issues, there are
many more issues that unite us as Ameri-
cans. And we can certainly be proud of our
American heritage and those who fought
to defend that heritage.

Thank you to all the men and women
who have served in the United States
military. Thank you to the families and to
those currently serving in our armed
forces. Thank you to those families who
have family members in the military.
Without your sacrifices, we would not be
the nation we are today. May God bless
all of you and the souls of those departed.

WINE BAR & RESTAURANT

16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320
THE ONLY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN

Live Jazz

LUNCH: Tues. – Sat.  DINNER: Tues. – Thurs. • 5:00pm – 9:30pm
Fri. – Sat. • 5:00pm – 10:00pm Sun. • 4:30pm – 8:30pm

Tuesday thru Sunday

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price

Motif Merlot

$11.99

Ten Mile Broken

Road  $10.99

Two Oceans

Sauvignon Blanc

$10.99

 This is the single best South African chardonnay we have

tasted. Grown on gravely soils in the Robertson district, the

grapes benefit from sea breezes and morning fog. There is wide

temperature variation between night and day, which promotes

ripeness while maintaining acid levels. Lovely green apple,

peach, citrus and nut flavors. Done entirely in stainless steel, it

gets its’ creamy depth from aging on the lees. You can sip it on

its’ own or have it with lobster.  Great stuff.

Limestone Hill
Chardonnay  $15.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 10/11/06

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $34.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $30.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $53.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $30.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $34.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $30.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $15.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $13.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

We will always say “Thank you”.

We thought the days were
long gone when we would
have an inexpensive merlot
that we would brag about.
Happy to be wrong. From
Monterey County, this is

medium bodied with clean
refreshing acid. Well-balanced
flavors of mulberry, cherry and

plum. There is a wonderful
spicy element in the mid

palate that makes it truly stand
out from other merlots at this
price. If you are looking for a
wine to give as a Christmas

gift this year, you couldn’t do
better at the price.

The base wine in this old
style California field blend

is Petite Sirah. It also
contains Zinfandel, Barbera,

Malbec and Carignane.
Another one of our

increasing collection of well
priced, interesting blended

California reds. Tons of
black fruit in a medium

bodied wine with
interesting notes of tea,

herbs and earth. Great with
burgers, pizza, or Tuesday
night leftovers. Far more

complexity than you usually
get at this price.

This is grown in a
number of cooler hilly
locations around South
Africa. It is fresh, bright
and clean with hints of
gooseberry, grass, citrus
and herb, but its’ most
notable feature is an

extremely ripe pineapple
note. Great with fish,

light pasta, salad or ham.
The finish will stay with

you. This is a great
inexpensive treat.


