
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 116th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 41-2006 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, October 12, 2006USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com
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HAUNTED...A Summit Avenue home has transformed into a haunted house in anticipation of Halloween ghosts and trick-
or-treaters.

Westfield Planning Board Approves
Overhill Avenue Subdivision

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s plan-
ning board approved construction
plans for a three-lot subdivision at
1346 Overhill Avenue Thursday night.

The applicant, Needle Point
Homes, LLC, sought a variance per
the town’s land use ordinance, which
requires a lot depth of 120 feet. The
proposed two new homes will be con-
structed flanking an existing house,
creating three lots measuring 98.27,
97.03 and 96.43 feet in depth.

The board postponed consideration
of this construction from last month’s
meeting due to questions raised re-
garding the proposed road construc-
tion included in this project.

Steven Needle’s engineer, Edward
Dec of Guarriello and Dec, LLC, showed
the revised plans and provided details
regarding the hammerhead-style ease-
ment that will be located at the end of this
no-access road. This will provide turn-
around access for emergency vehicles.

According to Town Engineer Ken-
neth Marsh, the Westfield Fire De-
partment has agreed to add a fire
hydrant at the end of Overhill. The

board requested that the applicant
seek out the appropriate water com-
pany to handle this job.

Arthur Siegel of Scotch Plains, a
nearby resident, expressed concerns
regarding possible fire hazards. He
said the Scotch Plains Fire Depart-
ment was not consulted despite the
fact that the township borders at the
end of Overhill Avenue.

Board Chairman Vincent Wilt said
Scotch Plains was given notice on this
matter. “We withheld this meeting last
month to give the Scotch Plains munici-
pality the chance to respond. Evidently,
they do not feel it to be a problem.”

Suzanne Moynihan of Overhill
Avenue voiced her concerns regard-
ing the proposed width of the road. At
present, according to Mr. Dec, the
portion of Overhill in question is in

need of improvement. The road will
be repaved and widened.

Extending the road to 20 feet across
“would negatively affect our house,”
said Mrs. Moynihan. As her house is
close to the street, she said, “It is
almost going to look ridiculous.”

Mr. Marsh said the depth of Mrs.
Moynihan’s front yard is “substandard,”
and that the board cannot base decisions
regarding road width on individual lot
sizes. He did propose, however, that the
width of the road be altered to 18 feet.

Mr. Needle of Needle Point Homes,
LLC told The Westfield Leader, “I
would think that the residents would
be thrilled with a newly paved road. I
think this [project] will turn out to be
really great for this area.”

In other business, the board ap-

Union County Replaces
‘Turtle’ Sign with ‘Tuttle’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Anyone driving
along North Avenue might have thought
it was a joke when
the intersection of
Tuttle Parkway was
erroneously spelled
“Turtle” on a new
street sign installed
by a County of Union
paving contractor.

The Westfield
Leader published a
picture of the sign
and was called by
Town Administrator
Jim Gildea as soon
as the Internet ver-
sion of The Leader
went online last
Wednesday after-
noon. He empha-
sized the error was the county’s and
not the town’s.

Assistant Town Engineer Chris
McAloon told The Leader Tuesday
that he noticed the sign when coming
into work on September 22. He also

received a call from a resident notify-
ing him of the snafu. He contacted the
county’s supervising engineer, Nick
Pantina, to “let him know there was

an error that needed
to be corrected.”

The project was
part of the county’s
2006 road improve-
ments contract,
which included
North Avenue and
the replacement of
signs along the cor-
ridor.

“Surely there are
no turtles that are
crossing the path,”
said county spokes-
man Sebastian
D’Elia, noting there
is no nature trail in
the area. “It was

purely a misprint.”
After talking with Union County

Department of Public Works officials,
he confirmed the sign would be re-
placed by the county by Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Mirabella Discusses Taxes,
Legal Costs, Car Auction

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sat down with The Westfield Leader
on Thursday to talk about county
issues.

On the issue of the expanded
state sales tax, Mr. Mirabella said
the county is not impacted by the
new 7-percent tax. He said the
county’s four public golf courses
charge user fees, which are not
taxed.

“We are trying to understand the
scope of the whole thing,” Mr.
Mirabella said. County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said officials are
checking to see if the county’s public
pools are covered under the tax.

Mr. Mirabella said Governor Jon
Corzine showed courage by increas-
ing the tax to generate additional rev-
enue for the state.

“Some governor at some point had
to put his foot down and make some
tough decisions,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“No one likes extra taxes, but I think
the governor did what he had to do.”

Mr. Mirabella was questioned on
what the county is doing to reduce
the number of lawsuits levied against
it. He said Elizabeth Genievich, di-
rector of administrative services,
holds regular “education and train-
ing sessions” with employees on
safety procedures to create a safe
work environment that reduces
worker injuries and displays how “to
act appropriately” on the job.

The freeholder chairman said the

county counsel’s office reviews all
new litigation to determine the cost to
litigate. If the cost to litigate is high,
the county might attempt to settle for
a lower amount. “It (a settlement) might
turn out to be a beneficial financial
situation (for the county),” he said.

There are also “summary” judg-
ments whereby the county believes
it was added as a multiple defen-
dant in cases they were not involved
in.

“The first thing is to reduce and
eliminate lawsuits,” Mr. Mirabella
said.

He said the county’s counsel of-
fice reviews new litigation at which
time settlements are sometimes of-
fered to reduce county costs. Mr.
Mirabella said while the county
may be in the right, a settlement
may actually reduce the cost to the
county “when legal costs are fac-
tored in.”

He said the county attempts to
handle cases in-house to reduce hourly
legal fees for outside counsel. Some-
times, specialized attorneys are
needed for specific cases.

When asked about mounting legal
bills in some cases, such as a case
involving a promotion in the division
of weights and measures that has cost
the county more than $600,000 to
date, Mr. Mirabella said, “We’re con-
scious of the cumulative amount” on
a particular case.

The Leader asked Mr. Mirabella
about the lawsuit involving the Union
County Sheriff’s Office in which the

GW Residents Urge Business
Window Signs Compliance

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the borough
council meeting Tuesday night, sev-
eral residents urged enforcement of a
zoning ordinance that prohibits more
than 25 percent of a store window
from being covered by advertising
signs.

Resident Dennis Clark asked, “Why
do you want to impede on someone’s
business?”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy replied,
“It’s not a matter of taking away
someone’s business, it’s the aesthetic
value of our town and also a matter of
safety. If someone inside a store is
being robbed, how can someone out-
side see if the window is covered with
advertisements?”

Resident Anne Rigger said, “All
these signs all over the windows of
businesses make our town look ugly.”

Multiple residents have complained
to the zoning officer. The zoning of-
ficer has investigated the complaints
and advised storeowners if their signs
are in violation of the ordinance.

On another matter, the Second Av-
enue tree-planting improvement
project is underway after being post-
poned several times. Borough engi-
neer Donald Guarriello thanked pub-
lic works superintendent Frederick
Corbitt for his help.

Mr. Guarriello said, “We are just
waiting for striping, and the trees
should be blooming by next week.”

He said that the project should be
completed within the next week.

Council members approved an or-
dinance appropriating an additional
sum of $50,000 for repairs to the
gabion walls in the Garwood Brook
on Willow Avenue. The money will
come from the proceeds of the sale of
the bonds authorized and the down
payment appropriated by this ordi-
nance.

This allocation will be added to the
$60,000 that has already been appro-
priated, bringing the total amount for
the gabion wall repair to $110,000.

Senior citizen and resident
Catherine Madara expressed her grati-
tude for the handyman working for
the Senior Citizen Handyman Pro-
gram. “He fixed some problems
around my house and is a really nice
man. I feel safer because of him,” she
said.

Councilman Damian Mitchell said
Fire Prevention Week is taking place
from October 8 to 14. On October 8,
the fire department held an open
house at the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment,  where residents were able to
pick up literature on fire prevention
and see what the volunteer
firefighters do.

Open to the public, the mayor and
council meet the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month, starting at 7
pm. The next meeting is scheduled
for October 24 at borough hall. For
more information, see garwood.org.
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MS Considers Incentives
In Lieu of Health Benefits

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council Tues-
day night discussed a plan to encour-
age borough employees to waive
health benefits. The plan under con-
sideration would offer employees
$2,500 to forego their health insur-
ance to save the borough money.

Mayor Robert Viglianti said so far,
no borough employees have accepted.
He said they want a higher financial
incentive to give up their health insur-
ance. It’s “human nature,” he said.
“Everybody wants as much as they
can get.”

The mayor recommended offering
employees 50 percent of what their
benefits plan would cost.

Councilman Paul Mirabelli sug-
gested basing “cost” on the least ex-
pensive plan the employee would
qualify for. That way, employees
could not opt for more expensive plans
just to receive a higher reimburse-
ment. In other words, employees who
are eligible for the $13,190 “family”
health plan would receive $6,595 as
an incentive not to take the benefits.

Other benefit categories include
single, married and parent/child(ren).

Participating employees would be
reimbursed at the end of each quarter.
Open enrollment for benefits is in
October.

The mayor said he thought the origi-
nal offer of $2,500 was “a very gener-
ous amount of money.”

Councilman Glenn Mortimer said
he could understand employees’ con-
cerns that $2,500 might not be enough
reimbursement. He said it might cost
employees even more than that to
join their spouse’s plan. “My experi-

ence in corporate America is the (ben-
efit) plans are never as rich as they are
here,” he said.

The council will survey borough
employees about the newly proposed
plan. Mayor Viglianti said he wants
the new plan in place by the end of the
year. The council will also discuss, in
private executive session, the option
of employees paying a portion of
their own benefits to lower costs.

In other business, Councilman Wil-
liam Lane, liaison to the borough’s
volunteer rescue squad, said frequent
emergency calls to Manor Care Health
Services and Brighton Gardens As-
sisted Living are creating “a burden”
on the volunteers.

Borough Attorney John Post said
the borough made an agreement with
those facilities about five years ago to
outline which types of calls could
require public assistance. The agree-
ment will be reviewed, he said.

Mr. Lane said the rescue squad
seeks to “strengthen membership.”
He mentioned the possibility of of-
fering a pension program for volun-
teers as an incentive to join. One of
the rescue and fire volunteers had
initially raised that idea.

Councilman Keith Turner said the
same idea was voted down when he
was commissioner of the
Mountainside Fire Department be-
cause volunteers were more inter-
ested in stipends.

Mr. Lane said he would like to
explore the possibility. “I’d like to do
whatever we can as a community to
help them survive and to thrive,” he
said.

The mayor told Mr. Lane to re-
search the idea.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STATE OF THE COUNTY...Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sits down with The Westfield Leader’s Paul Peyton to discuss issues facing the county.

Haas, Bigosinski ‘Object’ to
Sales-Tax Impact Resolutions

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — On a night when
the town council issued its formal
opposition to the state sales tax’s
impact on several local fees and the
diversion of funds previously ear-
marked for records management, two
councilmen “objected” to how the
council voiced its displeasure.

Despite the council reaching a simple
majority on both measures, Third Ward
Councilman Dave Haas and Fourth
Ward Councilman Tom Bigosinski
voted against both objections.

Third Ward Councilman Mark

Ciarrocca, who last week called the
state’s implementation of the 7-percent
tax on items such as commuter and
employee parking permits, pay station
collection and pool membership a “far-
cical shell game,” said at Tuesday’s
meeting that “we have a choice. We can
absorb the 7 percent or raise rates in
order to make up the 7 percent.”

“What is most disturbing,” Mr.
Ciarrocca added, “is that municipalities
have to develop a mechanism to collect,
keep track of and pay sales taxes.” This,
he said, creates “an unnecessary burden
and expense on the town itself.”

Mr. Haas said he is “in no way a lover

of taxes” but said “if we’re going to be
in the business of passing resolutions
about the state budget, we ought to take
a good careful look at it and make
suggestions as to where that extra money
should come from and what programs
should be cut. Our time would be better
spent focusing on our budget.”

Mr. Bigosinski, who spoke out
against the “odious new tax,” said he
“shares many of the same frustrations
as Councilman Ciarrocca.” However,
Mr. Bigosinski said, “We need to com-
plain less and do more. We, as elected
representatives, have the opportunity
to control our budget here in town.
There are certain things we can do to
rein in the costs and relieve the burden
on the Westfield taxpayer. I’ve made
proposals that have fallen on deaf ears.”

Specifically, Mr. Bigosinski de-
scribed an “inconsistency” in the
council’s historical practices: “Year in
and year out this council has constantly
voted to grant pensions to part-time
municipal attorneys, despite this form
of pension abuse being decried by ev-
ery committee that has examined the
state’s $12-billion pension deficit.

“The irony is that the underfunding,
which Westfield contributes to, cre-
ates the current environment that ne-
cessitates burdensome new taxes like
this,” he said.

Mr. Bigosinski told The Westfield
Leader that “I would call on my col-
leagues to join me in a bipartisan effort
to eliminate this abuse in Westfield. If
each of New Jersey’s 566 municipalities
enacted such an ordinance, we would
begin to deliver real property tax relief.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
responded that he “disagreed with the
position that the town council shouldn’t
offer a formal public opinion” on the
sales-tax impact. He said the “promise
of property-tax rebates will only be kept
with hidden and regressive taxes. We’re
taxing tattoos, Internet downloads, lim-
ousines. As someone said, ‘soon, there
will be a tax on the air we breathe.’”

He added, “You know we tried to
manage our budget. One way to do
that is eliminate positions by attrition.
We cut five full-time and two part-
time positions. We led by example.”

He added, “We spoke not too long
ago about lowering parking permit
fees. The cost of parking has now gone
up. The same individuals who were in
favor of lowering the parking permit
fees were the same individuals who
were voting against the budget be-
cause of concerns about the tax rate
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NO MORE TURTLES ON
TUTTLE…Westfield Crossing
Guard John “Chic” Miller points to
the new Tuttle Parkway road sign.
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PLANS...The planning board approved site plans for construction at 208 Lenox
Avenue. Needle Point Homes, LLC plans to expand the existing structure to create
a three-story building with retail space on the first floor and two apartments on
each of the second and third floors. Above is a rendering of the proposed new
building.


