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This enchanting turn-of-the century Westfield Colonial effervesces with a superb mix of 
elegance, vintage charm &  modern amenities. Hardwood floors, box beam ceilings, 
moldings & abundant windows create a captivating interior. A fabulous new granite ac-
cented kitchen with commercial grade appliances blends with the gracious living room & 
formal dining room.  The  master bedroom pampers you with a luxurious bath while three 
more sizable bedrooms welcome you family. A sunny den & enclosed porch, superbly 
landscaped grounds with a koi pond & beautiful  foliage and a close to everything loca-
tion blend to offer an incomparable manner of living. Presented for $985,000. 
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Letters to the Editor
Increase In State Sales Tax Will Cost
Taxpayers More Than Governor Says

Giants to Promote FOP Awareness
At Sunday’s Game In Meadowlands

Governor Corzine stated that the one
percent increase in sales tax will only
burden the average resident $270 a year.
How was this figure calculated? Does it
take into consideration the added items
that will be subject to sales tax – seven
percent on products and services that
were not taxable prior to Oct. 1, 2006?

Now taxable are some articles of cloth-
ing, services such as shipping and han-
dling, landscaping, club memberships,
trucking and, in some instances, post-
age. Sales tax on postage. Is that even
legal? Club memberships do not only
affect the rich “country clubbers,” but
the average, hard working, middle in-
come members of health and sports clubs.
Say you buy a car for $30,000. The one
percent added tax equates to an addi-
tional $300.

Businesses in New Jersey, if they stay
in New Jersey, will incur huge addi-
tional expenses. Many businesses will
lose competitive advantages to out-of-
state competitors. Who do you think will
be burdened by these increases? Ulti-
mately you, the consumer. When busi-
nesses incur additional operating ex-
penses they must pass those costs on to
their customers.

Are you aware that when you sell your
home you will pay the State of NJ a one
percent tax on the total sale price? Sell
your house for $400,000 and the state
will get $4,000 of your money.

Governor Corzine stated, pre elec-
tion, that he would not raise taxes and
would reduce property taxes. We still
pay the highest property taxes in the
country. We pay the highest state in-
come taxes, with the least exemptions, in
the country. We now pay the highest
state sales taxes in the country. New
Jersey residents are the highest taxed in
the country.

I congratulate Governor Corzine for
his clever mind for business. With the
stroke of a pen he amplified the state’s
revenues by billions of dollars. Now we,
the taxpayer, can continue to compen-
sate, the all too many, privileged state
employees that hold “unnecessary and
no show” jobs. The ever increasing, ex-
orbitant pensions, insurance benefits and
perks for retired politicians and state
employees will continue to burden the
New Jersey taxpayer indefinitely.

Ron Leibowitz
Wall Township

There are many of us who wake up
some mornings and experience the signs
of aging whereby our bones just ache.
There are some who claim to know when
rain is coming just from the pain associ-
ated with their joints and bones.

A child suffering from the rare and
incurable disease known as Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva experiences daily
pain as their joints lock-in place and their
muscles, tendons and ligaments turn to
“bone” as the disease takes hold of their
body. The pain is excruciating and the
end result is that the body develops a
“second skeleton” within the confines of
the normal skeleton.

Due to the recent discovery of the
“gene” which causes F.O.P., our mission
has become even more important than
before. Now that the cause has been found
by the researchers and scientists at the
University of Pennsylvania, the search is
on for a cure and/or some sort of treat-
ment that can control and/or stop the new
bones from growing. Sixteen-year-old Ian
Cali of Mountain Lakes has FOP and he
was recently quoted as saying: “We have
viewed our situation as hopeless but we
now view it as hopeful.”

For a little over one year, I have been
directing information about FOP to the
New York Giants. Last May I was given
the opportunity to introduce FOP to
Allison Stangeby, the director of commu-
nity relations for the Giants. It was a
memorable day for me. I greeted Ms.
Stangeby with a handshake and left her
office several hours later with a hug and
her words, “How can we help?”

On October 8, the Giants face the Wash-
ington Redskins at Giants Stadium. That
day, the Giants will help FOP Awareness
“kick-off” National Action Week, which
runs annually from October 12 through
the 20 as mandated by the United States
Bone and Joint Decade.

Seven families who have a child af-
flicted with FOP will be in attendance for
the game. There are five families from
New Jersey, two from New York and one
from Connecticut. The Giants invited our
group to the bubble for game activities,

food and drink. The children will be es-
corted onto the sidelines to watch the
Giants during pre-game practice.

The IFOPA and USBJD logo’s will be
incorporate onto their website and into
the days game bill.

Two very exciting additions are also
helping to make this a very special day for
the children, young adults and their fami-
lies. The Giants asked us to provide them
with a one-minute, 30-second video about
FOP. They will show the story on the big
screens during time-outs in the game.

Jennifer Snow, a mother of a child with
FOP from California spearheaded the video
production. Not only is the video specially
produced for this event, but in telling the
FOP story it also includes some NY Giants
football footage as an added touch. The best
part is that it’s aptly and appropriately titled:
www.tacklefop.com. By using this link, it
will take you directly to the IFOPA website
and one can learn all about FOP and inquiry
and/or learn about ways to help.

Special thanks to Mountainside resi-
dent Bill Giannone who paid for the entire
production costs of the video. And to put
the finishing touches on what should be
an outstanding day is the donation of a
luxury box for the children and their fami-
lies to enjoy and watch the game in com-
fort. This generous donation is made pos-
sible by a great friend and FOP supporter:
Tim Shinn, President and CEO of United
Crane Rentals in Kenilworth. Tim not
only donated all the seats that are associ-
ated with the luxury box, but he is also
providing the box with food, drink and
staff. Thank you Tim and God bless you.

I cannot begin to tell you how excited
the children are. The e-mails have been
flying back and forth and a countdown to
the game has been established. I would
like to extend my most sincere thanks to
Allison Stangeby and the New York Gi-
ants for everything they are doing for
F.O.P., the children and their families.

The F.O.P. story will reach an audience
of approximately 75,000 people or more,
and it doesn’t get any better than that.

Gary W. Whyte
Mountainside

Registered Independent Disagrees
With Ferguson Supporter’s Letter

SPl Council Demonstrated Ability
To Meet Needs of Community

It always a source of amusement to
read the Scotch Plains Democratic Com-
mittee announcement of their candidates
for local office. Invariably, it always cites
more responsive and friendlier govern-
ment as the primary platform.

I find this to be ludicrous, as our
present township council has demon-
strated a unique ability to meet the needs
and desires of the community while keep-
ing costs under control. When the resi-
dents in the Cooper Road area voiced
their opposition to the plan of a house to
be built on “the island,” the council
stepped in and purchased the property.
When plans were announced for a pet-
ting zoo on the Sevell property, mem-
bers of the council, in deference to the
residents who showed up at town hall to
oppose this use, met with county offi-
cials and had the plan changed.

We are all aware of the need for addi-

tional baseball and soccer fields for our
kids. The council has been diligent in
responding to these needs by taking ini-
tiative to build more fields and working
with the county and board of education to
create others. I’ve heard that plans are
under consideration for a senior facility
on the Sevell property.

Does this sound like a council that is
not responsive to the needs of the commu-
nity? Obviously, the Democratic candi-
dates, as usual, have not given adequate
thought to a platform that is beneficial to
our residents. It is incumbent on the party
to present a new vision instead of just
filling ballot positions.

It is for this very reason that my vote
this year for Scotch Plains council will go
to Malool, Sorge and Duthie. It’s a good
idea to keep a good thing going.

Gabe Spera
Scotch Plains GOP

I beg to disagree with Genevieve
Mooer’s statements (in last week’s issue
of The Westfield Leader) that my facts
are incorrect. First of all, since Hurri-
cane Katrina, gas prices have often been
hovering near $3 per gallon. Just last
month, the average price of regular gas
in the Newark metro area (of which
Westfield is a part) was $2.84 per gallon
according to AAA’s website, with a high-
est recorded price of $3.20 per gallon.
The same website indicates that the one-
year ago average was $2.82. I’d say
that’s hovering around $3. Here’s the
website so you can check my facts.
w w w . f u e l g a u g e r e p o r t . c o m /
NJmetro.asp.

The Bush economic policies, rubber
stamped by Congressman Ferguson, have
put us on shaky ground. The DOW is a
one-dimensional measure of the stock
price of 30 stocks. While the DOW has
happily rallied (no sarcasm there) in
recent months after an up and down year,
it has been essentially flat throughout
2004 and 2005.

And, frankly, the 5.5 million jobs cre-
ated over the last 5 3/4 years, even given
events you mention, can be described as
uneven and anemic, at best. Our economy
needs 150,000 new jobs a month just to
keep up with population growth and new
entrants to the workforce. This averages
to roughly 81,000 net new jobs over the
last 68 months; basically, half of the job
growth we need. Hardly “astonishing”
and hardly worth the billions of dollars
of deficit financed tax cuts.

Regarding the deficit, I’m sorry, your
apology is laughable. Are you saying
that we should be happy the deficit is
only projected at $300 billion? And that’s
only for FY 2007. What about the annual
deficits from the prior years? Just throw
it on the pile, I guess, what’s another few
hundred billion added to the national
debt?

Also, despite your assertion, spend-
ing for Iraq and Afghanistan is not in-
cluded in the Federal Budget. That spend-
ing is considered off-budget. “CBO’s
current baseline omits a significant
amount of spending that will occur this
year, and conceivably for some time in
the future, for U.S. military operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan and for other ef-
forts in the war on terrorism.” See cbo.gov
or The Heritage Foundation website
www.heritage.org for back up on that.

On the minimum wage, Congress-
man Ferguson really demonstrates what
a good politician he is. The bill that
Congressman Ferguson voted for would
have raised the minimum wage only on
the condition that a massive estate-tax
cut be enacted. Worded as such, that
bill would have never made it through
the U.S. Senate over Democratic and
Republican objections. Both Mike
Ferguson and Ms. Mooers know that,
and that’s what makes her statements
disingenuous. That vote was pure po-
litical cover.

As a fairly new resident to the Garden
State (2001), I don’t have a deep knowl-
edge of Trenton politics, but what I can
say is that there seems to be enough
blame to go around amongst both par-
ties. I believe that both the Whitman and
McGreevey administrations added to the
State’s debt because they wanted to avoid
making tough decisions to put our finan-
cial house in order. We need to wring out
waste, fraud, and make some fundamen-
tal changes, but it’s going to take a con-
certed effort by all of our elected offi-
cials in Trenton. Ultimately, it’s up to us
to hold them accountable.

To end on the topic of partisanship, I
take issue with being called a hyper-
partisan “ranter” Ms. Mooers. Frankly,
our democratic society would be much
better off if we were more politically
engaged and did things like write letters
to the editor. I believe in voting for a
person not a party. I support tax cuts, I
just don’t support tax cuts we cannot
afford. And since when is railing against
deficits a partisan issue? Yes, I’m so-
cially progressive, but that doesn’t mean
I want to waste our money.

Since the mid-90s, I have been a reg-
istered Independent. When I was 18 years
old in 1987, I was proud to check off the
Republican box on my voter registration
form. Unfortunately, that party doesn’t
exist anymore.

Chris Sdao
Westfield
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WYCHWOOD COLONIAL

Sparkling center hall Colonial located on nearly a third of an acre in Wychwood, one of Westfield’s
most sought after neighborhoods.  Beyond a traditional Colonial façade unfolds an exceptionally
light, impeccably remodeled and spacious floor plan graced with magnificent original details. A
spectacular Family Room addition features a soaring ceiling, stone fireplace, multiple windows
and French doors and opens onto 2-level deck overlooking lovely gardens.  Adjoining is a sun-
filled gourmet kitchen with high end appliances, granite counters and a large skylight-lit eating
area.  This is a lovely 5 bedroom, 4 ½ bath treasure with 3 fireplaces, 3-car Garage, 2-Zone
CAC & Heat, hard wood floors ,walk-in closets, a 1st floor suite for au pair or office, mud room
with laundry, and finished Basement with 2 REC rooms.  A wonderful family home offering
ideal entertainment space.  Offered for 1,579,900.  WSF0787

Naasa Sherbeini
Details Makes the Difference

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2003-2005

Direct (908) 301-2893
E-mail naasa.sherbeini@cbmoves.com

www.naasasherbeini.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 9/28/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 957-2006
AWARDED TO: T & M, Middletown,

New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide a preliminary de-

sign and a cost estimate and to draft bid
specifications for improvements to the Ash
Brook Golf Course Irrigation System

COSTS: in an amount of $139,500.
(Note amount increased from agenda
item due to inclusion of additional op-
tion 1 $15,000 part of original RFP)

Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders

1 T - 9/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 9/28/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 947-2006
AWARDED TO: Muhlenberg Regional

Medical Center Hospice,
SERVICES: to allocate funding to the

following agencies for hospice and pallia-
tive care services utilizing Peer Grouping

PERIOD: January 1, 2006-December31,
2006

COSTS: in the amount $2,501.
Nicole L. DiRado

Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 9/28/06, The Leader Fee: $22.44

This charming 4 bedroom colonial is nestled on a large wooded lot in the heart of Westfield.  

Living room with wood burning fireplace, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, family room 

 in basement with wet bar, beautiful two-tier deck and walking distance to all schools.  

Asking $699,000 
 

For more information call Stephanie Smith, Sales Associate 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 07090   

Cell: 908-397-7923    Direct: 908-301-2048   Office: 908-233-5555  
Website: www.Stephanie-Smith.com     Email: Stephanie.Smith@cbmoves.com 

Antique Home Specialist 

Open House · Sunday · October 8th · 1-4 p.m. 
1023 Seward Avenue, Westfield 
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