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CHALK IT UP…Pictured above, Franklin Elementary School fifth graders
create works of art with sidewalk chalk during a picnic organized by the school’s
Parent Teacher Organization.

SCHOOL SPIRIT…New and returning students attend opening day at the
Westfield Cooperative Nursery School (WCNS) on Elmer Street. Now in its 37th
year, the WCNS is a non-profit teacher/parent program offering morning or
afternoon sessions for children ages three and four years. For more information,
please call Terri Mandrillo at (908) 233-4501.

FAMILY FUN…A young family enjoys the ninth annual Saint Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church picnic held September 9 on the church’s lawn in Westfield. A
sack race and dancing to the music of Nate the DJ from Primetime Entertainers
also was featured.

Oratory Prep to Present
Annual Luncheon Oct. 29

WF’s Martinelli Named
To GWU Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – James Martinelli has

been named to the dean’s list in the
Columbian College of Arts and Sci-
ences at George Washington Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., where he also
participates in the ROTC Air Force.

James graduated from Edison’s
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in 2003
and is a lifelong Westfield resident.
He is the son of  Patricia McCullough
of Westfield and Richard Martinelli
of Springfield.

AREA – The Oratory Preparatory
Parents’ Guild will hold its annual
fall luncheon and fundraiser at The
Grand Summit Hotel in Summit at
noon on Sunday, October 29. This
special event is open to the public.

The Mad Hatter will be on hand to
celebrate this year’s theme, “Tea Time
Oratory Style.” Those attending will
get to experience the offerings avail-
able in gift baskets, raffle prizes and
boutique shopping. To purchase ad-
vance sale raffle ticket packages for
$45, please call Diana Doyle at (973)
669-1747.

The event will feature a talk by
Mendham resident Dr. Unjeria Jack-
son. Dr. Jackson is a collector of and
expert on antique teapots. Autographed

copies of Dr. Jackson’s book, “Tea-
pots by Design,” will be available for
purchase.

Her passion for collecting teapots
began in 1994 while she was practic-
ing medicine at Morristown Memo-
rial Hospital. Dr. Jackson is now re-
tired from her medical practice and is
an antiques dealer at “Charlene’s Col-
lectibles.”

An Oratory tradition at this annual
event, the school will showcase the
formally attired senior class, high-
lighting each young man’s individual
accomplishments and contributions
to the Oratory community.

The special program is sponsored
by Oratory’s Parents’ Guild, which
functions to support expanded edu-
cational programs for the young men,
technology updates and renovations
to the school facility.

The public is invited to join in “Won-
derland” for high tea as Dr. Jackson
shares her expertise on “The Art of
Tea” at the Oratory fall luncheon. For
tickets and table reservations, please
call Martha West at (908) 464-1311.

Westfield Schools
Closed October 9

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
public schools will be closed Mon-
day, October 9, for Columbus Day,
with teachers reporting to school
for staff in-service.

4-H Program Seeks Leader
For Second-Grade Pet Club
WESTFIELD – The Union County

4-H Youth Development Program in
Westfield is seeking a responsible
and enthusiastic adult to facilitate
Saturday morning meetings for its
second grade pet club.

Meetings are held once a month
through June. The 4-H Program pro-
vides personal training and curricu-
lum materials for club leaders.

The New Jersey 4-H Youth Devel-
opment Program is a component of
Rutgers Cooperative Research and
Extension of Cook College, Rutgers
University. Adult volunteers are
screened and trained through the
Union County 4-H office in Westfield.

4-H clubs offer informal educational
programs that are free to all school age
youth. The primary focus of 4-H is
positive youth development, which it
seeks to accomplish through hands-
on, experiential learning programs.

For more information, please con-
tact 4-H Agent James Nichnadowicz
at (908) 654-9854 or
nichnadowicz@aesop.rutgers.edu.

The Rutgers Cooperative Research
and Extension 4-H Program of Union

County is fully insured and is affili-
ated with Rutgers University and the
County of Union.

Rutgers Cooperative Research and
Extension provides information and
educational services to all youth in
kindergarten through grade 12 on an
age-appropriate basis, without regard
to race, religion, color, national ori-
gin, gender or disability.

Be CHALLENGED

DELBARTON 
DELBARTON SCHOOL

230 Mendham Road 
Morristown, NJ 07960

w w w . d e l b a r t o n . o r g
(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

• New 34,000 square foot Fine Arts Center 
• Courses in art, drama, writing, music 

theory and history
• Delta: the innovative Delbarton 

literary journal

• The Abbey Players theater group
• Brass, jazz, wind, orchestral and choral groups
• Delbarton Arts Council (DAC): 

A consortium of faculty, parents and students
dedicated to the arts

DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12 administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey 

Over $1,000,000 in aid granted annually  •  Public & private transportation available 

Admission tests will
be administered on
Oct. 14, Oct. 28,

Nov. 11 and Dec. 2. 

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

O P E N  H O U S E S

October 18 Open House Program October 15/ 
November 12

Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 15, 2006, 1-3 p.m.

Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Wednesday, October 18, 2006, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 12 , 2006, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment

Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

Elem. Students Raise
Money for the Blind

WESTFIELD – Washington El-
ementary School students Sara
Gargiulo and Zachary Leffelholz,
both eight years old, spent part of
their summer vacation helping the
blind. Under the auspices of the
Westfield Lions Club, and the guid-
ance of member Joan Stanley, the two
spent many hours raising funds to-
wards defraying the costs for guide
dogs for the blind.

During the summer, Sara and
Zachary ran a lemonade stand and
sold various crafts at a table in the
lobby of Commerce Bank in
Westfield. The Westfield Lions club
is dedicated to sight conservation and
helping the blind. They can be reached
at P.O. Box 572, Westfield, NJ 07091.

Franklin Elementary
Holds Family Picnic

WESTFIELD— Franklin Elemen-
tary School students and their fami-
lies got together last week for the
annual family picnic organized by
the Franklin Parent Teacher Organi-
zation (PTO).

Families packed their own picnic
meals along with a dessert to share
while Franklin dad and deejay Brian
Moynihan provided tunes for all to
enjoy.

Children took part in sports, jump
rope and hula hoop activities, and
PTO parents assisted with face paint-
ing and temporary tattoos.

Belleville High School
To Hold Class Reunion

AREA – The Belleville High School
Class of 1971 will hold a class reunion
on Friday, November 24, at Mayfair
Farms in West Orange. For more infor-
mation or to join the mailing list, contact
any of the following: Annette, (973)
495-9336, annettealoha@aol.com;
Charlie, (973) 876-6973,
co132076@ncr.com, or Mimi, (973)
667-1092, Beansy1953@optonline.net.

Residents in the Westfield and
Scotch Plains area can also log onto
Classmates.com for updated info.

FIRST DAY WELCOME…Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s Mountainside
Campus welcomed 130 students this September to their early childhood program
for age two-and-a-half to kindergarten. Above, Erica MacDonald begins the
kindergarten program on her first day of school.

Rutgers-Newark Alumni
Michael Lapolla Honored

Michael Lapolla

NEWARK — Rutgers-Newark Alum-
nus Michael Lapolla (Rutgers-Newark,
class of 1978) jokes that he attained “new
heights of mediocrity” as a high school
student. So, one can forgive him if he was
just a little surprised about receiving the
2006 Rutgers-Newark Alumni Associa-
tion Distinguished Alumni Award.

“It’s an honor to receive the award and
it seems like a lifetime ago that I was a
student there,” the Westfield resident ex-
plained. “I loved
a t t e n d i n g
Rutgers-New-
ark, but truth-
fully if I didn’t
have the oppor-
tunity to receive
an affordable
education close
to home, I never
would have gone
to college.”

If Mr. Lapolla
never made it to
college he would
not have been
able to ascend to
this current po-
sition of execu-
tive director of
the New Jersey
Turnpike Au-
thority. In this
role, Mr. Lapolla
oversees one of the largest roadway op-
erations in the country – the New Jersey
Turnpike and Garden State Parkway –
with a combined budget of $800 million
annually, a capital project fund of nearly
$1 billion and 3,500 employees.

In addition to the ultimate decision-
making and control over all traditional
aspects of Turnpike operations, Mr.
Lapolla is also responsible for the over-
sight of E-ZPass operations in New Jer-
sey. Under Mr. Lapolla’s leadership, and
in conjunction with state transportation
officials, the once trouble-plagued E-
ZPass system that suffered from years of
financial mismanagement and poor cus-
tomer service practices was restored to
full operation.

In 2003, Mr. Lapolla was entrusted
with the responsibility of overseeing the
consolidation of the two major toll roads
in New Jersey – the New Jersey Turnpike
and Garden State Parkway. The consoli-
dation of the two roads was proposed for
the purpose of reducing costs and elimi-
nating bureaucracy and duplicative pro-
cesses.

Prior to joining the New Jersey Turn-
pike Authority, Mr. Lapolla served as
Union County manager, where he was
responsible for administering a $307 mil-
lion annual budget and for supervising a
workforce of more than 2,700 employees
serving the 21 municipalities in Union
County.

Previously Mr. Lapolla was first assis-
tant prosecutor for Union County and
served as director of Senator Bill Bradley’s
New Jersey office and briefly as assistant
counsel to former Governor Jim Florio in
early 1990. In 1983, Mr. Lapolla was
elected to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders; at that time, the
youngest person ever elected as freeholder
in the state. He was reelected in 1986 and
served as board chairman in 1988.

Mr. Lapolla, who was elected to Phi
Beta Kappa at Rutgers,
received his law degree
from the Washington
College of the American
University in Washing-
ton, D.C. He was admit-
ted to the New Jersey
Bar in 1981 and is a mem-
ber of the Leadership
New Jersey Class of
1992.

When he entered
Rutgers-Newark, Mr.
Lapolla aspired to be an
English teacher. He said
his inability to fit the re-
quired foreign language
courses into his class
schedule led him to ma-
jor in political science.
He recalls that his pro-
fessors always chal-
lenged him.

“One professor, Walter Weiker (the
late political science chair), gave me a B
in a course and I felt I deserved an A,” Mr.
Lapolla recalled. “He said to me, ‘If I
gave you an A, what would you strive
for?’ The funny part is that 20 years later,
he sent me a change of grade form in the
mail stating that I received an A in the
course.”

All kidding aside, Mr. Lapolla said he
was pleased with the education he re-
ceived at Rutgers-Newark and enjoyed
the camaraderie among students.

“I had great professors during my time
there- people like Mary Segers (R-N’s
current chair of political science) who
really made you think about problems
and issues,” Mr. Lapolla said. “I also
enjoyed the fact that all of us students
were equal at Rutgers-Newark. There
were few rich kids and most of us came
from working class families.”

For more information, see or call the
Rutgers-Newark Alumni Association, call
(973) 353-5242.

WF Student Enrolls
At Lewis & Clark

WESTFIELD – Lewis & Clark
College has announced that Katherine
Itz of Westfield has enrolled as a first-
year student in the College of Arts &
Sciences.

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

A Catholic independent school educating 
boys and girls grades K – 6 offering a 

challenging academic program in a nurturing
and safe environment. Oak Knoll educates the

whole child beginning with world language and
technology instruction in full-day kindergarten

and encourages participation in community
service, the arts, and team athletics. Financial

aid and after-care services are available.

Because actions
speak louder than words.

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

Respectful
Confident  

Enthusiastic Joyful Reverent
Eager     Curious 

Playful

Fall Open House Information Sessions

Call to reserve your spot today! (908) 522-8109

Wednesdays - 9 - 11 a.m.
October 11 & 25   Kindergarten
November 8  Kindergarten & Grade 1
November 15  Grades 2- 6

More Education
          On Page 23

BANKING ON IT...Sara Gargiulo and Zachary Leffelholz sell lemonade at the
Commerce Bank in Westfield. All money went to defraying the cost of guide dogs
for the blind.


