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Reverend Porter to Be Feted
During Anniversary Dinner

Reverend Kelmo Porter

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rever-
end Kelmo Porter, pastor of St. John’s
Baptist Church in Scotch Plains, will
be recognized for 40 years of pastoring
during an anniversary
dinner this Sunday, Oc-
tober 8, beginning at 5
p.m. at L’Affaire Fine
Catering in
Mountainside.

Bishop Donald
Hilliard of the Cathedral
International of Perth
Amboy will be the guest
speaker at the event. The
cost to attend the dinner
is $100.

Born and raised in Jer-
sey City, Reverend Por-
ter graduated with hon-
ors from the Jersey City school sys-
tem. He earned bachelor and master’s
degrees from New York University
and a Doctor of Divinity degree from
Trinity Hall University in Springfield,
Ill. Prior to coming to St. John’s, he
was pastor of the Trinity Temple
Church of God in Christ in Montclair
and the First Church of God In Christ
in Newark.

For nearly 23 years, Reverend Por-
ter was executive director of the New-
ark Senior Citizens Commission’s
Golden Age Project. He holds mem-

berships in the
Middlesex Central
Baptist Association,
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Ministerial
Association, where
he served as presi-
dent for three years;
New Jersey State
Baptist Convention,
New Jersey Conven-
tion of Progressive
Baptists, National
Baptist Convention
of America, National
Progressive Baptist

Convention and the American Bap-
tist Convention.

He and his wife, Shirley, have three
children and three grandchildren.

Members of the community are
invited to join in honoring Reverend
Porter. For more information and tick-
ets to the dinner, interested persons
are asked to call St. John’s Church at
(908) 232-6972.

FCC Presents Free Classes
On Bible and Spirituality

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield will
offer the first of five units of Bible
study and spirituality classes dur-
ing the month of October. These
courses are free and open to the
public.

On Monday evenings through Oc-
tober 30, a program entitled “The
DaVinci Code, The Gospel of Judas
and All That” will explore the re-
cent controversy surrounding these
publications.

Led by the Reverend Mark Boyea,
senior minister, participants will ex-
amine these writings in light of how
the Bible came to be constructed in
its present form. The class will meet
weekly from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
the minister’s study.

On Tuesday evenings, a new
workshop called “Spirituality and
the Practice of Faith” will focus on
living faith out in the world. This
month’s program, entitled “UCC
101,” will explore the historical,
theological and organizational as-
pects of the United Church of Christ.

This series is geared toward mem-
bers who grew up in other denomi-
nations or faith backgrounds, as well
as those who may be contemplating
joining the Congregational Church.
The class will meet from 7:30 to

8:30 p.m. through October 31 in the
church’s Patton Auditorium.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer
Street. For additional information,
please call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or access its website at
www.fccofwestfield.org.

BEAR-Y SUCCESSFUL...Senior Girl Scout Samantha Luscombe of Westfield is
surrounded by just some of the many plush animals that were made during her
Gold Award project, entitled “The Bear Fair: Stuffed with Love.” Local children
created the bears to help youngsters in difficult situations and in return were
treated to an afternoon of fun. She is a member of Troop No. 498.

Scout Samantha Luscombe
Gains ‘Gold’ With Bear Fair
WESTFIELD – Sixteen-year-old

Samantha “Sammy” Luscombe, a
Westfield Senior Girl Scout with Troop
No. 498, recently completed her Gold
Award project with “The Bear Fair:
Stuffed with Love,” held on June 20 at
Wilson Elementary School. The Gold
Award is the highest award that a Girl
Scout   age 14 to 18 can attain.

The goal of the project was to ob-
tain un-stuffed plush animal skins,
which 132 local children stuffed at
the fair. In return for their work, the
children were treated to an afternoon
of carnival games, fun and prizes.

A total of 155 animals were donated
to the Westfield Police and Fire de-
partments and rescue squad; Children’s
Specialized Hospital and the Hospi-
tality for Homeless Families Network
through St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, to be given to
children in stressful or painful situa-
tions to help provide them comfort.

Each animal made has a tag inform-
ing the child who receives it that some-
one cares, giving the name of the do-
nor who bought the un-stuffed animal
and the first name of the child who
stuffed it. Before sealing the animals
closed, each child inserted a foam
heart with a special good wish for the
child who receives it. All donors were
listed on a donor board at the event and
on Sammy’s project website, as well
as in an event program that was handed
out to all participants at the fair.

The following businesses donated
goods or services to the fair: Funtastic
Letters and Wraps; Ice Cream Man
LLC; One of a Kind by Lexi; Cus-

tomized Memories; Fun Services of
Central and Northern New Jersey;
Fairfield; Airtex; Oriental Trading
Company, Inc.; Wristband Resources;
Schylling Toys; ShowMe Sporting
Goods and Zymetrical.com.

The following local stores donated
fair supplies or door prizes: Stop &
Shop Supermarket, Baron’s Drug
Store and Westfield Lumber and
Home Center, all of Westfield, and
Staples in Watchung.

Sammy, the daughter of Peter and
Nancy Luscombe of Westfield, has
had her project approved by the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Council
and is scheduled to receive her award
in April 2007.

FEEDING THE NEEDY…Woman’s Club of Westfield member Anne Magnotti
works with her granddaughter, Meghan Bachmann, a Roosevelt Intermediate School
seventh grader, to prepare sandwiches for BRIDGES at the First Congregational
Church of Westfield. The club makes more than 200 lunches once a month during the
school year and twice a month in the summer. BRIDGES is an organization dedicated
to assisting the homeless and hungry in Newark, Irvington and New York City.

Pecan Sales to Benefit
Children’s Hospitals
AREA – The Greater Summit Area

Phi Mu Alumnae Chapter, which in-
cludes members from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Mountainside
and Garwood, is conducting its annual
Pecan Sale to benefit the Children’s
Miracle Network. One-pound bags of
jumbo halves are available for $8 each.
The fundraiser will continue through
Tuesday, October 10.

All proceeds will be directed to the
two Children’s Hospitals in New Jer-
sey, which include the Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside
and the Toms River section of Dover
Township, and the Bristol-Myers
Squibb Children’s Hospital at Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital in New
Brunswick. To purchase pecans,
please call Jill Skibinsky at (908)
233-6841.

Black Achievers Open
To Grades 5 to 12

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” is offering its Black Achievers
program for youth at the main “Y”
facility, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. This program runs from
September through June and meets
every Wednesday evening. Students
in grades 5 to 8 meet from 7 to 8 p.m.,
while those in grades 9 to 12 meet
from 8:15 to 9:15 p.m.

Youth are matched with adult role
models and mentors who help them
develop life coping skills and educa-
tional goals. It includes a wide variety
of programs and activities at little or
no cost. For more details on this pro-
gram, please call Tarajee Russell at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 428, or
e-mail trussell@westfieldynj.org.

25th Anniversary Special

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON FLOOR PIECES

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood
Statton • E.J.Victor • D.R. Dimes • Widdicomb • Hancock & Moore

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069   (908) 756-7623

for directions visit our website at www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

COLUMBUS WEEK
STOREWIDE SALE

25 to 50% Off and More!

Kindel 50% Off Special (Select Stock only)

Select Dining Sets also 50% Off

Leather Sofa $1899. 
Chair and Ott. Special Sale $1249. 

Baker 
Stateley Homes

Kindel
Irish Georgian

Kindel
Winterthur Wing 

Henkel Harris Sale 40% Off

Junior Women Invite Public
To Scotch Plains Day Booth
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Junior Woman’s Club is invit-
ing area residents to visit the club’s
booth on Sunday, October 15, during
Scotch Plains Day festivities.

Members will be available to dis-
cuss the club’s upcoming events,
among them a November coat drive.
In 2005, the organization collected
more than 300 coats that were distrib-
uted to men, women and children in
the local community. The club is ask-
ing the public’s support in helping it
reach this year’s goal of 350 coats.

Besides participation in Scotch
Plains Day, the club also will sponsor
the spelling bee on Saturday, October
14, at 8:30 a.m. at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains.

The club is a small group of women
that seeks new members who can
volunteer a few hours each month to
a community service project or event.
Members of all ages are offered an
opportunity to network and form last-
ing friendships.

The Scotch Plains Junior Woman’s
Club is a member of the General
Federation of Women’s Clubs, an in-
ternational volunteer community ser-
vice organization with members
throughout the United States and in
20 countries.

Because the Scotch Plains club is

small, it focuses on a few events each
year. In addition to the spelling bee
and coat drive, the Junior Women
also present Breakfast with Santa;
the Easter Egg Hunt in Scotch Plains
and its only fundraiser, the Town-
Wide Garage Sale in May.

Anyone who cannot attend Scotch
Plains Day but who is interested in
more information about the Junior
Woman’s Club is asked to e-mail
scotchplainsjrwomen@comcast.net.

Coat Drive Underway
For Families In Need
WESTFIELD – The 13th annual

coat drive sponsored by the Commu-
nity Service Committee of the Greater
Union County Association of Real-
tors will be held through Wednesday,
November 1. Men’s, women’s and
children’s coats and jackets are sought
to be given to families and charitable
agencies throughout Union County.

All items may be brought to the
Greater Union County Association of
Realtors’ office, 767 Central Avenue
in Westfield, between 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
They should be clean and in wearable
condition. For more details, please
call the association at (908) 232-9000.


