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By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

The Mayor's Column

I must correct former Mayor Boothe’s
implied endorsement of not using a cross-
walk in his letter to the editor that ap-
peared in the September 21, 2006 issue
of The Westfield Leader. Although I
thank my good friend, Bud, for his con-
tinued commitment to the well-being of
the town and its residents, I want it to be
very clear that all pedestrians should
cross at crosswalks - it is absolutely the
safest means for pedestrians to cross the
street, according to all the data available
and the testimony of traffic safety ex-
perts. Further, the same law that man-
dates “Driver to yield to pedestrian at
crosswalk” also mandates that, “Every
pedestrian upon a roadway at any point
other than within a…crosswalk…shall
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles
upon the roadway.”

Mayor Boothe’s letter also makes ref-
erence to “trying to slow down traffic”
which infers that excess speed was in-
volved in the three accidents he cites. The
truth, however, is that vehicular speed
was not a contributory factor in any of the
three accidents.

The Town of Westfield is committed to
allocating all of its available resources to
the safety of its residents. Last year, Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca, chairman of the Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking Com-

For Your Own Safety,
Please Cross at Crosswalks

mittee, guided a citizens’ advisory traffic
committee to identify various traffic “hot
spots” around town. The advisory com-
mittee, along with various professionals
from the town, prioritized eight areas for
attention and recommended remedial ac-
tion. Those recommendations have been
or are in the process of being imple-
mented at various locations around town.
Councilman Caruana, current chair of the
PSTP committee, is continuing these vi-
tal and vigorous efforts.

Former Mayor Boothe is correct in that
the state does mandate most traffic con-
trol devices on municipal roads for con-
sistency purposes (signage, lights, mark-
ings etc. must be recognizable across
municipal boundaries), and the town does
have several state and county roads within
its borders. Consequently, the town will
continue to work aggressively with both
the county and the state authorities to
maximize the safety of our residents. For
example, just last week, several profes-
sionals from the town and I met with
Freeholder Chairman Mirabella and pro-
fessionals from the county to discuss nu-
merous issues regarding Central Avenue.

Please, Mayor Boothe and all pedes-
trians, use crosswalks. It is the law. Driv-
ers, please yield to pedestrians. It too is
the law.

By Fanwood GOP Council Candidate Rich Alber

Questions About the TDR Game
Question: What is TDR and who ben-

efits from the process?
Answer: The sale of property rights

from one property owner to another, and,
it depends on what is being sold, for how
much and who is doing the buying.

Confused? Yes? So were my running
mate, Andy MacDonald and I.

In February of 2005, Mayor Mahr an-
nounced that Fanwood had been awarded
$160,000 grant from the Department of
Community Affairs and the State TDR
Bank to undertake a new program called
Transfer of Development Rights (TDR).
Participating residential property owners
in the Fanwood Historic District would
be awarded money if they contracted to
restrict development of their properties in
perpetuity. The source of funds would
come from investors in a designated com-
mercial/light industrial zone on South
Avenue for the right to develop those
properties where current ordinances deny
this type or density of development. In
other words, with TDR, rights a devel-
oper could develop property that exceeds
the present zoning ordinances. Andy and
I question if this would be good for
Fanwood.

It is appropriate to also ask, where did
this idea come from?

In December of 2004, the current
mayor, apparently all on her own, signed
and submitted an application to the NJ
State Department of Community Affairs
to request consideration to participate in
the TDR program. The application asked
if the applying body had “the support of
the municipal governing body, the plan-
ning board and the citizens to pursue a
Transfer of Development Rights Pro-
gram.” Mayor Mahr checked yes. How-
ever, if you ask the planning board, the
historic commission, the citizens of the
stated “sending” historic district, the origi-
nal receiving district – the downtown
redevelopment area (it was changed later
to the South Avenue Redevelopment Area
—who weren’t asked either) or just about
anyone else if they knew anything about
this, the answer would be no. The first
time many of the aforementioned entities
found out about Fanwood’s commitment

to this new program was when the an-
nouncement of the grant was done in
Trenton in February 2005.

How was the grant implemented in
Fanwood?

In May of 2005 T&M Associates, a
professional planning firm, was awarded
the no-bid contract to plan and execute
the phased implementation. It is legal for
the borough to award no-bid contracts for
professional services. With all the pay-
to-play issues around the state, why would
the Democrat controlled Fanwood Coun-
cil award a $160,000 contract without
even asking for a few bids? What would
it have hurt?

Almost 17 months later, it looks like
there has been no substantial progress.
We can identify two reasons: First, a low
level of interest from property owners in
the historic zone (the sending zone) and
the property owners on South Avenue
(the receiving zone). Second, the lack of
a sustained effort from T&M associates
to meet their own implementation goals.

Has any real progress been made?
As of this writing, there is no published

document from T&M that clearly defines
the criteria for determining credits or the
dollar value of credits in the sending
zone. At this point, there is also no record
of any sending zone property owner ex-
pressing interest to participate in the pro-
gram.

Property owners in the South Avenue
receiving zone were twice asked by writ-
ten invitation to a meeting where they
would receive a briefing on the program.
Both meetings were canceled for lack of
interest.

T&M conducted three meetings with a
combined attendance of less than one
hundred for residents at-large to get their
vision of what types of structures they
would like to have in the proposed South
Avenue redevelopment zone. There is no
published document that is available to
the public that summarizes the results of
those meetings.

The historic zone property owners have
received an invitation to yet another meet-
ing next Thursday, October 12 to receive
information on how credits will be deter-

mined, valued, bought and sold. Andy
and I are interested if any official reports
or documentation will be available at this
meeting.

In its contract with the borough, T&M
was to receive $60,000 in Phase 1 of the
implementation. The following is a par-
tial list of Phase 1 tasks not yet accom-
plished: Craft a TDR ordinance, develop
a capital improvement plan for the receiv-
ing zone; Estimate population and eco-
nomic growth in Fanwood for the next ten
years.

Official Fanwood financial records in-
dicate that T&M has been paid
$123,569.84 so far for its TDR work.
T&M has not delivered on the first phase,
yet has received more than the original
$60,000.

My running mate, Andy MacDonald,
and I are wondering the same things you
might be thinking — Exactly what could
possibly entice developers to pay money
for transfer rights other than to bypass
ordinances? What possible benefit would
the residential property owners have in
selling a restriction to their property?
Even Mayor Mahr questioned whether
the program would provide enough in-
centives for property owners to partici-
pate.

“Will there be enough of a carrot?”
asked the mayor as reported in the Sep-
tember 7th issue of The Scotch Plains
Fanwood Times.

Andy and I believe that Fanwood should
not have been committed to a program,
which requires homeowner participation
without input and support of the commu-
nity. The TDR program has not been
properly or promptly implemented. The
program has no community support and
the consulting firm has not been forced to
perform to their contract even though
substantial payments have been made.

Keeping one party government in
Fanwood will perpetuate this pattern of
not holding your elected officials account-
able. Andy and I would ask the hard
questions as council members. We would
work to make sure that Fanwood taxpay-
ers are not left to pay for unfinished
projects. We will be accountable.

GOP Disgusted that DEMs Turn
Fanny Wood Day into Political Circus
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to

the Fanwood Mayor and Council,
Fanwood Democrat Municipal Chair
Linda Stender and this newspaper.

*****
As a former Fanwood Mayor, I was

disgusted to hear of the [Fanwood] Bor-
ough platform at the Fanny Wood Day
celebration, September 17, being turned
into a political rally for a congressional
candidate.

For ten years, the day has been a time
of enjoyment for all regardless of the
political leanings of the attendees. This
year the hubris of your governing body
was blatantly in evidence.

It started with the following comments
by Councilman Joseph Higgins:

“This time I would like to announce
that we have in our crowd today Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender, right down there
part way on Martine Road. Linda Stender
is a former mayor, freeholder, current
Assemblywoman, here she comes right
here. Linda is running for Congress under
“Let’s make common sense change in

Washington.” Ladies and gentlemen,
Linda Stender.”

If that political endorsement were not
enough, we had Linda Caminiti, former
director of the Borough Recreation De-
partment continued with the following:

“And, really we are so proud to have
Linda Stender whether you are a Demo-
crat or whether you are a Republican –
you should be so proud that a Fanwoodian
would be in Congress. So that is a won-
derful thing. So I am proud to say that I
admire the next Congresswoman. And
she is a Fanwoodian, so I am happy to say
no matter what your party is – and a
female – there you go – you can’t lose.”

Obviously I, and many others in
Fanwood, have a different opinion than
Higgins and Caminiti.

I believe the Democratic mayor and
council owe the people of Fanwood an
apology for turning Fanny Wood Day for
the first time into a political circus.

Theodore Trumpp
Fanwood GOP Municipal Chair

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zaptiah – A Turkish policeman
2. Apraxia – Loss or impairment of

power to perform purposeful movements
3. Zander – The European pike
4. Tatouay – A large South American

armadillo

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PLATYHIERIC
1. Having a flat or broad sacrum
2. A ridge having a flat top; plateau,

mesa
3. Consisting of many ethnic cultures
4. Universal wisdom

HAEMATOPHILINA
1. The transformation of blood in the

lungs from venous blood to arterial blood
2. Excessive interest in butterflies and

moths
3. Blood-sucking vampire bats
4. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme

HAKEEM
1. A revered Moslem scholar
2. A Moslem doctor
3. A Moslem prince
4. An Arabic nomadic leader

BEKAH
1. The prickly pear
2. A marsh at a river’s mouth
3. A given site or location
4. One half a shekel

Westfield Symphony,
Totally Entertaining

It is with a great deal of pride and
pleasure that I submit this missive. On
Saturday evening, September 30 at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
Westfield’s own symphony orchestra
performed Giacomo Puccini’s Turandot.
To suggest that it was less than spectacu-
lar would be a gross misstatement.

The full professional orchestra, (a must
see in and of itself), complimented seven
soloists, from the New York City Opera,
backed by a very large chorus, and di-
rected by our own Maestro David Wroe,
mesmerized a capacity audience for ap-
proximately two hours. In all of the years
that I have been attending the WSO’s
performances, I don’t believe I have ever
been so totally entertained from the first
note until the last.

So, to Maestro David Wroe, the unpar-
alleled Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
all of the NYC Opera singers, and the
wonderful chorus, a job well done.

Keith Hertell
Westfield

What Will Stender Say
If We’re Attacked?

At the Westfield Street fair, I had the
chance to meet Linda Stender. I took a
piece of her campaign literature home
and went through it and even visited her
website.

As a Vietnam Veteran, I was particu-
larly interested in her position on the war
on terror and her position on Iraq. Her
plan to withdraw from Iraq within one
year bought back some memories I have
lived with for 40 years. During the Viet-
nam war, Ho Chi Min, the leader of the
north often stated that the war is being
fought on the streets of America, and if
they hold on long enough, America will
grow tired of the war and leave. Every
Vietnam vet now lives with the memory
of loosing the war.

Linda Stender is now supporting a simi-
lar policy of giving up in Iraq. What will
she say to the service men and women
who will live with the knowledge of us
giving up? What will Linda say to the
victims and their family members if we
are attacked again, or will she just blame
Bush for not doing enough to keep us
safe?

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

By Fanwood DEM Council Candidates

Fanwood Has Made Significant Strides
Editor’s Note: Donna Dolce and Dave

Valian are Democratic candidates for the
Fanwood Borough Council.

*****
Three years ago, I was proud to be

elected to the Fanwood Borough Council
as part of the original “Mahr Team” that
shared a common vision. We had three
primary goals at that time: to implement
a downtown redevelopment plan based
on the needs of our residents and business
owners; to retain a high level of commu-
nity services and improvements by gen-
erating income from sources other than
taxes; to implement a communication
system that would engage residents in the
decision making process and bring timely
information to our residents and busi-
nesses.

I am pleased that we have made signifi-
cant strides in less than three years to
accomplish these goals. Our downtown
has three projects fully approved with
construction pending on two mixed-use
buildings along South Avenue and luxury
townhouses planned for the corner of
LaGrande and Second. The projected
annual tax revenue from these projects
will be more than $400,000.

All of these projects were created with
input generated at town hall type meet-
ings from residents, business owners,
landlords and community leaders that
created the designs ultimately approved
by the planning board and Downtown
Redevelopment Commission.

Meanwhile, improvements to roads,
sidewalks, parks and public safety were

achieved because of our efforts to gener-
ate grants to support these improvements.
Some of the more notable upgrades in-
clude replacement of the LaGrande Ten-
nis Courts; realignment and irrigation of
the LaGrande Park Field; streetscape
improvements to the northside of the train
station; sidewalk replacement along many
of our streets; storm water management
systems installed on five major residen-
tial streets; completion of the senior citi-
zen kitchen at Forest Road Park; installa-
tion of a new communication tower for
our public safety personnel; and purchase
of a new fire truck.

All this has been completed with input
from our residents. More than a dozen
town hall type meetings generated input
on everything from downtown redevel-
opment to the redesign of LaGrande Park.
Residents were invited to open forums to
discuss road reconstruction or sidewalk
projects in their neighborhoods. The
Fanwoodian newsletter and TV35 pro-
vided expanded coverage and residents
could visit the Fanwood website for in-
formation about meetings they may have
missed. But, we’re not done yet. There is
still much more to do.

My running mate, Dave Valian, and I
are asking for your votes on November 7.
We are fully committed to working with
you to ensure that the Fanwood commu-
nity will always be “a great place to put
down roots.”

Donna Dolce
Fanwood Borough Council President

Why are WF Town
Boards’ Hands Tied?
Did you know that a builder can pur-

chase a home at 119 Woodland Avenue,
tear it down, subdivide the property and
create two new homes on Scudder Road,
the smaller backyard of the property, with-
out any variance needed?

According to the planning board, the
builder kept all his specs within the limits
of our town ordinances. As a board mem-
ber said “the zoning laws make their
hands tied.”

Why don’t all the teardowns and subdi-
visions in Westfield require a variance?

Ed and Sherry Boll
Westfield

Resident Thanks Squad
For Helping Husband
Thank you so much for the service and

attention you provided for my husband,
Richard, who passed away on July 29.

Back in the year 2000 and/or 2001, I
believe that you transported him on 11
separate occasions – mostly to Overlook
Hospital, and each time, you all treated
him like it was the very first time you
were at our home. My husband was a big,
tall, large man and you all managed to
treat him in such a gentle manner each
time you came.

As residents of Westfield, we receive
many perks – some of which we just take
for granted. I hope no one takes the
Westfield Rescue Squad for granted. It’s
just so special.

Loretta Wilson
Westfield

Public ‘Sick And Tired’ of Paying
Highest Property Taxes in Country

In the September 21, 2006 issue of
your newspaper Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick letter mentioned that he is aware
of several high income individuals who
are looking to create a tax home out of
New Jersey and the desire of another that
can’t wait to retire so he can move as well.

Assemblyman Bramnick hit the nail
squarely on the head. The public is sick
and tired of paying the highest taxes in the
country. Many others are discussing the
same thing. Many have already left and
they ask why are we still in New Jersey,
also just look at the 200 for sale signs in
Scotch Plains alone. These people are
confirming Assembly Bramnick’s con-
tention. In several past letters to the edi-
tor, I also have mentioned the “Exodus
Crisis” as well. Who is listening?

The one question I have is why have
my elected officials not come to the same
obvious conclusion? Perhaps they just
don’t realize it. Or do other concerns of
theirs have a higher priority, such as main-
taining their present position or further-
ing their career in public service? Leave it

to be said, we elected you and expect
performance. Where is our reduction of
government spending? Where is property
tax reform? What happened to ethics re-
form? For those seeking a higher govern-
ment position, don’t expect what private
industry would consider a promotion,
without proving yourselves first. We must
remove those maintaining their positions
until they prove they can do the job, not
play party politics.

We are tired of words and want action,
but realize that unions such at the NJEA,
CWA and the like assure you of victory
and us taxpayers are only the stones to
walk on to your position of power. It does
not take a rocket scientist to see that gov-
ernment spending must first be reduced.

Stop playing us for fools.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

‘Government Reform
Thoughts’ at goleader

Each week since the beginning of the
year, The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times have
been posting government reform
thoughts at www.goleader.com and an
anonymous feedback form is provided
for the public to comment.

This week’s reform thought is:
Should employers be required to show
proof of citizenship for their employ-
ees? No one in New Jersey should be
paid ‘off the books.’ Everyone should
pay their fair share in taxes. We need
everyone to play by the same set of
rules.

Comments received include:
Comments: All non-citizens should

at least be registered. This way they can
pay their fair share in taxes.

Comments: All should pay their fair
share in taxes. It cannot go along as it is
going. In a few years, people will not be
able to afford the state and its taxes.

To review the Government Reform
Thoughts for the year, please see
www.goleader.com/services/reform.
To provide your comments, go to
www.goleader.com/feedback.
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Genesis of Terms ‘Shoe-Horning’
And ‘McMansions’ in the Area

On June 21, 2001, freshman reporter for The Westfield
Leader, James Foerst, reported on the planning board’s
effort at that time to develop ordinances to restrict over-
development. The board met to amend the Westfield
Master Plan. It was attended by councilpersons Carl
Salisbury and Claire Lazarowitz, as well as the public.

The main issue discussed was residential over-develop-
ment, a practice known as “shoe-horning.” The term was
dubbed to mean subdividing a one-family residential lot
into two or more lots for the purpose of constructing
additional houses within existing neighborhoods.

Planning Board Chairman Robert Newell suggested
that the town council should “change the land use ordi-
nance to minimize the impact of ‘McMansions’ on exist-
ing neighborhoods by implementing height and size re-
strictions.” The term “McMansion” refers to new con-
struction of oversized homes on small lots.

The ordinance requires new construction to be compat-
ible with the existing neighborhood. However, the board
is limited in preventing this type of over-development,
because “there is no detail in the ordinance, there is only
general language as to compatibility,” said Board Vice-
Chairman Martin Robins.

The council is “attempting to revise the municipal land
use law to create consistency by increasing standards and
broadening the discretion of the planning board to reject
some proposals,” advised Councilman Rafael Betancourt,
council liaison to the planning board. Councilman
Salisbury said “shoehorning” is “currently being dis-

cussed in council committee and a recommendation on a
more stringent ordinance is forthcoming.” He could not
define a timeline but recommended that “the planning
board should continue efforts to implement a comprehen-
sive parking plan with a parking structure at its center.”

More than five years have passed and the ordinance
didn’t happen. Residents remain concerned of ‘Shoe-
Horning’ and ‘McMansions.’ Mr. Salisbury, Mr. Betancourt
and Ms. Lazarowitz are no longer part of the equation, nor
is the parking deck. The mayor is no longer Greg
McDermott and Mr. Foerst no longer writes for the
newspaper. He has since become a councilman in Westfield.

However, what remains the same is that the issues of
‘Shoe-Horning’ and ‘McMansions’ are under discussion
by ‘Blue Ribbon’ committees. This time it’s called the
Land Use Task Force and the first public meeting will be
October 11 in the Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building. Please see the article on page 3.

Chairman William Heinbokel promises that the meet-
ing will be the “first in a series of gatherings designed to
bring together all the stakeholders with an interest and
concern in the future of land use in Westfield…We are not
going to revisit much of the solid and useful work that the
council and its subcommittees have already produced.”

The first meeting will include an overview of its goals
and a presentation by Councilman Foerst. What goes
around, comes around. We’re looking forward to seeing if
the committee can find a solution to this enigma. The
public should attend these interesting sessions.

See page 20
For more letters.


