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backward,” the union’s counsel, Juan
Fernandez, told the board. “If it is the
intention of the county representa-
tives to divide and conquer this unit,
they are sadly mistaken as the unit
remains firm in providing fair wages
for all its members.”

He later told reporters after the
meeting that the three offers by the
county to date have been “insulting.”
He said the county “refuses to progress
forward.”

Union representatives said the
county assistant prosecutors would
slip from 11th to 13th in the state in
salaries. Assistant Prosecutor
Maureen O’Brien said the
prosecutor’s office investigative staff
ranks fourth per county on the pay
scale with the clerical and support
staff listed at second and third, re-
spectively.

“Shouldn’t the assistant prosecu-
tors in this office be as great a value to
the citizens of this county as the rest
of the prosecutor’s office?” Ms.
O’Brien asked the freeholders.

Assistant Prosecutor Carol Berger
said that assistant prosecutors cannot
afford to buy homes in Union County,
cars or pay back their school loans.

“What is the value that you put on
the assistant prosecutors?” she asked.

Mr. Mirabella said that while “it is
not our policy to negotiate in public,”
he invited the head of the union to
update the entire board in executive
session at its next meeting (tonight)
on the status of negotiations.

The board introduced an ordinance
on first reading that would prohibit
“registered sex offenders from loiter-
ing within 300 feet of any county-
owned playgrounds, ball fields or rec-
reation areas.” A public hearing and
final reading will occur at the board’s
Thursday, October 12, meeting.

The board approved a contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown to
provide preliminary design and bid
specifications for improvements to
the Ash Brook Golf Course irrigation
system in Scotch Plains.

The board increased legal fees by
$5,000 to a maximum of $70,000 for
the case brought by Maria Todaro of
Westfield, who is suing regarding the
Division of Weights and Measures
director’s position she did not re-
ceive. She was awarded $300,000
after a jury ruled she was discrimi-
nated against because of her political
affiliation. She is now appealing a
judge’s ruling that she was not en-
titled to the position, according to
County Counsel Robert Barry.

The board also approved an in-
crease in legal fees by $25,000 to
$95,000 in the Estate of Edward
Sinclair’s lawsuit against the county.
The teenager hung himself while held
in the county’s juvenile detention
center in 2003.

POLICE BLOTTER

Scotch Plains DEMS Look to Break
GOP’s 5-0 Hold on Township Council
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Democrats seek to break the Repub-
licans’ 5-0 council majority in No-
vember, when three seats on the gov-
erning body will be up for grabs.

Democrats Neal LeStrange, Kevin
Glover and Jeffrey Strauss are chal-
lenging Republican incumbents
Nancy Malool and Carolyn Sorge,
along with Rich Duthie, who is mak-
ing his first run for elective office.
Democrats have not won a munici-
pal election since 1998, when they
won three seats to take control of
the five-member council for the first
time in 24 years. Their majority was
short-lived due to the May 1999
death of a Democratic incumbent
and a subsequent Republican vic-
tory in a special election that No-
vember. The death of a second
Democrat in September 2000 and a
Republican victory in a November
2001 special election left the Demo-
crats with one seat, which was lost
in a Republican sweep in the 2002
elections.

Township Democratic Committee
Chairman Ken Lipstein told The
Westfield Leader that his party’s can-
didates are focusing on several is-
sues, including the multi-million-
dollar improvements planned for the
municipal building and the public
works facility. Saying the two build-
ings have “been in a state of ne-
glect,” Mr. Lipstein said he felt that
a regular maintenance program over
the years could have avoided the
large expenditures the town now
faces.

Another issue, he said, is local
property taxes. Mr. Lipstein cited a
recent Star-Ledger report on mil-
lion-dollar homes that indicated
property taxes in Scotch Plains were
the highest among the towns sur-
veyed.

Mr. Glover, who, along with his
two running mates, is making his
initial run for office, told The Leader
that residents have been talking to
him about property taxes, specifically
that the portion of the tax bill con-
trolled by the municipal government
is not being managed “as smartly as it
could be.”

People “feel we’re not address-
ing township costs and expenditures
well,” Mr. Glover said, adding that
he has been “hearing that theme
repeated door after door after door”
as he campaigns in town. He has
lived in Scotch Plains for five years
and was a global facilities manager
for Donaldson Lufkin Jenrette be-
fore starting his own consulting
firm.

Mr. LeStrange, who retired this
summer from the police department
after 22 years, said that “people want
a change—locally, nationwide and
statewide.”

He told The Leader that residents
“are tired of what’s going on. They
don’t see any changes. Taxes keep
going up.” Mr. LeStrange said de-
spite all the new construction and
new tax ratables in Scotch Plains,
people “don’t see where the money is
going. It’s still the same old Scotch
Plains.”

Mr. Strauss, a partner with the law
firm of Weiner Carroll & Strauss in
Montvale, previously resided in
Fanwood, where he served on the
planning board. He told The Leader
that “the biggest issue for everybody
is taxes. And it’s also the most diffi-
cult issue.”

He said the Democrats believe
they “can do a better job of stabiliz-
ing” municipal taxes, specifically
what he termed “the upward pres-
sure that has resulted from some of
the spending decisions that have
been made.”

He criticized the “mess with em-
ployee relations” that has led, he
said, to “discord” in some depart-
ments and, in some instance, costly
litigation.

Mr. Strauss echoed Mr. Lipstein’s
criticism of the condition of township
buildings and the costs of refurbish-
ing them. On another matter, he said
it was important to “engage with
people more in the decision-making”
when it comes to expanding parks
and ballfields. He cited neighborhood
concerns earlier this year about a
possible expansion of Brookside Park,
plans for which have now been set
aside.

Mrs. Malool, an attorney who was
appointed to the council in 2002

before winning a four-year term
later that year, said she was focused
on “continuing to keep our munici-
pal costs down while continuing to
lobby the state for the state aid they
are required to give us,” but which
has been frozen for the last three
years.

She told The Leader she also wants
to continue the “open, responsive
government we’ve had in recent
years,” adding that she would like
to improve the township
government’s accessibility to the
public specifically by “improving
the use of the Internet, especially
our website.”

Mrs. Malool said she also wants to
“ensure that a senior facility is built”
sometime in the next year.

Ms. Sorge, a registered nurse who
was first elected in 2002, said resi-
dents have raised several issues dur-
ing the campaign, with property taxes
being “a big one.” She also said rec-
reation and open-space matters are
paramount in residents’ minds, not-
ing that she has been “getting a lot of
questions about additional open space
for kids.”

Additional fields, she told The
Leader, are something “we want to
go forward with.” And residents have
also been talking about the mainte-
nance of “their own neighborhoods,”
Ms. Sorge said, including streets and
roads, tree maintenance and overall
upkeep of properties.

Mr. Duthie, a member of the zon-
ing board of adjustment, told The
Leader that residents have been “very
receptive” during his campaigning
and have been “speaking their
minds.”

He said the property-tax issue does
come up and that once it is explained,
about 82 percent of the total property
tax bill is earmarked for the board of
education and the county, while state
aid has been frozen the past few years.
Residents “understand how tight
things are and where the money is
going,” he said.

He said voters “want to see new
ballfields developed and finished.”

The Leader is currently attempting
to fix a date next month for a debate
on these and other topics between the
six candidates.

Kevin Glover (DEM) Neal LeStrange (DEM) Jeff Strauss (DEM)

Nancy Malool (GOP), Incumbent Rich Duthie (GOP)Carolyn Sorge (GOP), Incumbent

Westfield
Sunday, September 24, Michael

Criscitiello, 24, of Mountainside was
arrested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/cocaine following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Central Avenue in Clark.
He was released on his own recogni-
zance with a summons pending a Sept.
29 state Superior Court date.

Sunday, September 24, Chad Smith, 29,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for allegedly
providing police with a false name and
date of birth following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Smith also was arrested on three out-
standing warrants, including a
Mountainside traffic warrant for $834
and criminal warrants from Plainfield and
South Plainfield in the amounts of $500
and $202, respectively. He was held on
the warrants, while bail was to be set for
the hindering apprehension charge.

Sunday, September 24, after he was
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Rafael Vazquez, 26, of Elizabeth was
arrested on North Avenue on an outstand-
ing Metuchen traffic warrant. Vazquez
was released after posting $165 bail.

Monday, September 25, three Jersey
City men were arrested after a routine
motor vehicle stop at the South Avenue
traffic circle. Alphonse Romano, 31, was
taken into custody on an outstanding motor
vehicle warrant from Kearny for $750.
Patrick Oliviera, 32, was arrested on a
Jersey City traffic warrant for $950 and a
Union Beach criminal warrant for $155.
Stanley Swift, 33, was arrested on a
Secaucus criminal warrant for $750 and a
Jersey City traffic warrant for $106. All
three were committed on default of bail.

Monday, September 25, Derrick Dicks,
47, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield Municipal Court traffic warrant
for $250. Dicks was unable to post bail and
was committed to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, September 26, Joshua
Newberg, 19, of Westfield and his juve-
nile female passenger were arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at Hyslip
Avenue and Shackamaxon Drive after
they allegedly were seen firing paintballs
from a paintball gun from a moving ve-
hicle on the south side of Westfield.

Each was charged with possession of a
weapon for unlawful purpose; unlawful
possession of a weapon and traffic sign
damage. Newberg posted $500 bail and
was released pending an October 4 court
date. The juvenile, a 16-year-old Westfield
resident, was released to her parents.

Wednesday, September 27, Sean Dal-
las, 36, of Westfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at the south side
Westfield train station and charged with
hindering apprehension for allegedly pro-
viding police with a false name and date
of birth. Bail was set at $2,500.

He also was arrested on a fugitive no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s Office war-
rant; a Hanover criminal warrant for $7,500;
a Scotch Plains motor vehicle warrant for
$6,865; two motor vehicle warrants and
one criminal warrant from East Brunswick,
with bail set at $5,000, and a Mountainside
motor vehicle warrant for $800.

Wednesday, September 27, Donald
Maher, 48, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested at East Dudley and Lawrence Av-
enues and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was issued a sum-
mons at Westfield police headquarters
and released to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, September 27, Ferenc
Toth, 20, of Highland Park was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Sy-
camore and Irving Avenues. He was
charged with possession of cocaine; pos-
session of cocaine with intent to distrib-
ute; possession of ecstasy; possession of
ecstasy with intent to distribute; posses-
sion of CDS with intent to distribute within
500 feet of a park; possession of less than

50 grams of marijuana and possession of
CDS in a motor vehicle. He was held
pending the setting of bail.

Friday, September 29, a resident of the
1700 block of the Boulevard reported that
someone used a scissor jack to remove
two passenger side tires and rims from her
automobile while it was parked in the
driveway.

Friday, September 29, Giuseppe Insinga,
20, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Greene Place and charged with possession
of ecstasy and possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was issued two
summonses and released.

Friday, September 29, Pablo E. Farez,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Windsor and
South Avenues on a Westfield traffic
warrant for $245. He was released after
posting bail.

Mountainside
Saturday, September 23, a resident of

Meeting House Lane reported being the
victim of theft. According to police, the
victim stated she is having extensive reno-
vations done to her home and over the last
few weeks has noticed items in the yard
were missing. The victim stated that she
recently noticed items in the house were
also missing as well. The missing items
are valued at $1,616. The incident is un-
der investigation.

Tuesday, September 26, Darrell T.
Rollins was involved in a single car motor
vehicle accident and was later arrested
and charged for driving with a suspended
license. He was also charged with DWI.

Wednesday, September 27, Jorge H.
Stagnaro, 42, of Elizabeth was arrested at
the Clark Police Department and charged
with an active warrant for $267.

Thursday, September 28, John C.
Castillo, 21, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Dunellen Police Department for an
outstanding warrant.

Thursday, September 28, Liliane
Freitas, 25, of Newark was arrested and
charged with a deportation warrant after
being involved in a motor vehicle acci-
dent on Route 22.

Fanwood
Friday, September 22, James Q. Battle,

42, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue for an out-
standing Millburn warrant. Deborah L.
Battle, 40, of Plainfield, a passenger in the
vehicle, was arrested for outstanding war-
rants out of Longhill Township, Plainfield,
Scotch Plains and Warren Township.

Wednesday, September 27, Terry F.
Juba, 54, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
field investigation.

Thursday, September 28, Addei
Frimpong, 60, of Somerset was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation and charged
with illegal weapons possession and pro-
viding false information to a police officer.

Elizabeth Anpomah, 51, of Somerset
was arrested at headquarters for provid-
ing false information in the course of an
investigation.

Martin Adu, 51, of Rahway was ar-
rested at headquarters for providing false
information in the course of an investiga-
tion and hindering apprehension.

Friday, September 29, Regina Perry,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing South Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Saturday, September 30, Justin L. King,
26, of Linden was arrested on an out-
standing Fanwood warrant after a field
investigation.

Sunday, October 1, Juan C. Salcedo,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop.

Monday, October 2, Reveca Vigier,
29, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
providing police with a false insurance
card. She was also charged with an out-
standing Fanwood warrant.

levels and parking on the side streets,
on Hort Street in particular.

The commissioners said the Hort
Street fence will be extended and
they will place a locked gate at the
park entrance to allow emergency
vehicles access as requested by the
fire department.

The residents said an opening at that
point would encourage more traffic on
that street and asked why an opening
couldn’t be placed farther down. They
also questioned whether there was a
need for so many softball fields.

One resident asked, “Where’s this
great need for softball fields coming
from? I’m over there and I just see
girls – then the men, the police.”

Westfield Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann said there is a de-
mand for the fields but the state of the
fields has limited their use.

Residents also said they wanted
some controls placed on soccer teams
using the fields. They said soccer
participants were “rowdy.”

In other business, Lee Hale ap-
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Recreation Commission

New State Sales Taxes
Take Effect on October 1

TRENTON – An expanded sales
tax took effect Sunday, October 1 in
New Jersey. In addition to the sales tax
rate bring raised by 16.7 percent (from
6 to 7 percent) in July, several other
items never previously taxed were
added to the list effective October 1.

Some of the new items being taxed
include: space for storage, tanning
services, massage services, tattoo-
ing, investigation and security ser-
vices, information services, limou-
sine services, transportation services,
membership fees, parking, magazines
and periodicals, digital property,
prewritten computer software deliv-

ered electronically, laundering, in-
stalling floor coverings, landscaping
services and delivery charges for tax-
able goods and services.

In the new category, the law defines
“digital property” as electronically de-
livered music, ringtones, movies, books,
audio and video works and similar prod-
ucts for which the customer is granted
a right or license to use, retain or make
a copy of such item.

For more information, call the state
customer service center at 1-866-698-
9065, Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or see
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation.

RON BANSKY
715 CENTRAL AVE.  - SUITE 10
WESTFIELD
RONBANSKY@ALLSTATE.COM

Proud Sponsor of Westfield High Football

You deserve an Agent that can tackle more.
Insure your home and car with Allstate,
and I can help you save on both policies.

(908) 301-0711

Subject to availability and qualifications.  Discount amount may be lower.Allstate New Jersey Insurance
Company, Bridgewater, NJ  ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HIGH SCHOOL REUNION...Members of the Westfield High School Class of
1946 gathered on Saturday for their 60th reunion and took a bus tour of the town.
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Westfield Town Council
With Claire’s (Gray’s) resolution of
money that would come to munici-
palities (PARIS grants) to improve
records keeping being siphoned to
the state general fund, with parking
revenues being siphoned to the gen-
eral fund and with now the town hav-
ing to undertake the burden of a
mechanism to collect sales tax, [it] is
outrageous. The idea that the increase
in the sales tax is going to relieve the
property tax burden on the munici-
palities is having the exact opposite
effect. It’s a farcical shell game.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said the taxes, which he
called “an unreasonable burden,”
would be explained in all invoices
received by residents. “It will be clear
that this is directed from the state,
imposed by the state and passed on to
the state. It will be clear that this is not
a municipal function.”

Mr. Caruana said, “The way it’s
been handled, how it’s been defined,
who’s been impacted and who’s been
exempt conveniently, it’s outrageous.
The citizens have a right to know and
understand. I will personally bring
that fight to the public forum.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said, “I committed myself when
I was elected to spend every dollar as
if it were my own. It’s frustrating and

it’s outrageous and it’s all the other
adjectives and adverbs used to de-
scribe this.”

In other business, Ms. Neylan said
in her public works committee report
that the White Paper committee met
on September 25 and offered 14 rec-
ommendations for achieving higher
efficiency and customer service.

Ms. Neylan announced that
Stephanie Majeski would be brought
back on a part-time basis.

She will work five half days as an
administrative assistant and offer
oversight of the construction and
maintenance department, meeting
with Ms. Neylan to keep her abreast
of progress. She will begin on Mon-
day, October 16.

Mr. Gildea said Ms. Majeski is
“not a new employee coming in off
the streets. She was with us for quite
a while and has been gone. She
adopted children and will be coming
back. She knows our system, so there’s
no learning curve. She was just not
able to come back full time, so [we]
brought her on part time.”

Mr. Foerst said the time of the
initial public meeting between the
mayor’s land-use taskforce and the
public has changed. The group will
meet next Wednesday at 8 p.m., not 7
p.m., in the community room.

proached the board proposing to name
the baseball field at Tamaques Park
the Jeff Torborg Field. Mr. Torborg
grew up in Westfield, played Little
League baseball, was a starting
catcher at Westfield High School, an
All-American at Rutgers, played pro-
fessionally in the major leagues and
later coached the New York Mets.

Commissioner Bill Palatucci said
Mr. Hale should contact Mr. Torborg
and get his approval for the use of his
name. The board would then consider
the proposal.

Carolyn Fromm brought a proposal
to the board on behalf of Fight SMA
(Spinal Muscular Atrophy). She pro-
posed a rubber-duck race at
Mindowaskin Park. She said children
could use their allowance, buy a rub-
ber duck and place them on the lake to
see which one crossed the finish line
first. She noted that the children would
be told how they were helping another
child, Patrick Higgins of Westfield,
who suffers from SMA. The board
said it would consider her proposal.

ensure the town is not given an “unfair
advantage” over Mr. Kasko during the
disciplinary hearing.

The room for the October 20 hear-
ing has yet to be determined, although
Mr. Pope has requested the Munici-
pal Court Room at the Municipal
Building due to the number of per-
sons who want to attend. More than
15 family and friends of Mr. Kasko
attended yesterday’s hearing.
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Officer Kasko

NJ Minimum Wage
Rises October 1

AREA – Effective October 1, the
minimum wage in New Jersey rose
from $6.15 to $7.15 an hour. The
minimum wage in New Jersey is $2
above the federal minimum wage.


