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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CLOSING IN...The Westfield Foundation helps the Westfield Memorial Library
close in on its $700,000 improvement goal by donating $40,000 to the cause. The
library has raised $660,000, including gifts ranging from change donated by
children to business contributions. Pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield
Library Director Phil Israel, Westfield Foundation Director Betsy Chance,
Barbara Doyle Frantz, president of the Westfield Foundation Board, and
Cynthia Cockren, president of the Westfield Library Board.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS PREPARATION...A
worker hangs Christmas wreaths on
lampposts in downtown Westfield in
anticipation of the holiday season.

WF BOE Extends Contract
For Interim WHS Principal

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) approved the extension
of interim Westfield High School Prin-
cipal Dennis Fyffe’s contract for the
2007-2008 academic year at the
board’s November 21 meeting. Mr.
Fyffe will be paid $675 per day.

Mr. Fyffe came to Westfield with
35 years of experience, most recently
serving as interim superintendent of
schools for the Long Beach Island
Board of Education. Prior to WHS,
Mr. Fyffe was superintendent of
schools in Sayreville from 2000

through 2005; he had first served at
the assistant superintendent from
1997 through 2000.

Mr. Fyffe was hired by the district
as an interim principal after Tony
Akey, Summit High School assistant
principal, declined an offer made by
the Westfield district to replace former
Principal Robert Petix in July.

“Having Dennis for another year
offers us several benefits – most im-
portantly, the continuity of having a
strong, seasoned administrator in
place,” BOE President Anne Riegel
said.

“Dennis also brings expertise in
scheduling and management of stu-
dent administrative databases…all in
all, we feel lucky that Dennis is will-
ing and excited to stay on for an
additional year,” she said.

She also said that the district has
retained the services of a national
search firm, Hazard Young Attea, to
“help us look for a permanent high
school principal.”

Mr. Fyffe addressed the board and
public. “I have felt very welcomed
since I walked through the door. I’m
loving being back in the building –
thank you so much, I do appreciate
it,” he said.

The board also approved the ap-
pointment of Lynn Muir, a special
education teacher at WHS, as an ad-
ministrative intern at the high school.

“We have young teachers pursuing
a degree in administration,” Superin-
tendent of Schools William Foley said.
He said that the district should “tap
into homegrown” teachers more to
fill administrative positions.

The board then conducted first read-
ing of superintendent’s report on the
technology curriculum, presented by
Barbara Mammen, supervisor of In-
structional Technology.

Ms. Mammen spoke about the cur-
riculum for the technology-literacy
plan for elementary students in grades
3 through 8. According to the New
Jersey core curriculum content stan-
dard for technological literacy, “all
students will use computer applica-
tions to gather and organize informa-
tion and solve problems.”

Ms. Mammen presented three plans

to the board to implement the el-
ementary-school curriculum. Plan A
involves hiring three technology
teachers, six mobile laptop labs, soft-
ware, three LCD projectors and three
laptops, at an annual cost of $251,300.

Plan B includes hiring two tech-
nology teachers, six mobile laptop
labs, software, two laptops, two LCD
projectors and professional develop-
ment for teachers, with an annual
price tag of $198,250. Plan C in-
cludes six mobile laptop labs, soft-
ware, six multimedia carts, classroom
kits and professional development, at
an annual cost of $150,350.

Plan C would include no new
teacher hires, as the classroom teach-
ers would be trained to teach the
technology curriculum.

“I’ve been waiting for 10 years for
the board to present this presenta-
tion,” board member Gary McCready
said. “We have to get people to use
this technology in their everyday
lives.”

“We need to level the playing field
for students who have no computers
at home,” board member Beth Cassie
said.

“I’m concerned about the dollars,”
former Finance Committee Chairman
Rich Solomon said.

Mr. Foley said the second reading
of the curriculum would take place in
January.

The board approved the submis-
sion of a grant to expand the existing
program for students with autism in
the amount of $300,000 from June
27, 2007 through June 29, 2008. The
board also approved a bid to Kelin,
Inc. of Colonia for the removal and
replacement of a hot water boiler at
WHS at a cost of $139,950.

Mr. Foley announced that Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21) would be
available at Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Friday, December 8 to discuss
potential legislation regarding consoli-
dation of school districts and budget
caps as the joint legislative committees
in Trenton are considering.

The next board meeting will take
place on Tuesday, December 5, at 8
p.m. at the board’s administrative
building at 302 Elm Street.

Mountainside to Light
Christmas Tree on Sat.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Christmas Tree will
be lit this Saturday, December 2.
The annual ceremony is scheduled
for dusk around 4:30 p.m. The tree is
located next to the rescue squad
building at the corner of New Provi-
dence Road and Route 22 East. The
decorating of the tree has been orga-
nized and funded by community
volunteers from the Lions Club.

Mayor Robert Viglianti will offi-
cially light the tree, and the scouts
will sing carols. The Mountainside
Historical Committee will sell hot
chocolate and desserts. There will
also be a visit from Santa Claus for
the children.

For more information, call the
Mountainside Recreation Department
at (908) 232-0015 or visit
mountainside-nj.com/recreation.htm.

Garwood Plans
Holiday Events

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Celebrations Committee will spon-
sor upcoming holiday events. The
tree-lighting ceremony will be held
outside in front of Borough Hall on
Saturday, December 2, at 4 p.m.

At the Christmas tree lighting, the
Chamber of Commerce will take pho-
tos of children with Santa, and re-
freshments will be served. The Evers
family, Kings Supermarkets, Shop-
Rite, Dunkin Donuts and Burger King
all donated to the event. The rain date
is Sunday, December 3, at 4 p.m.

The committee will also sponsor a
holiday home-decorating contest.
Residents can decorate the outside
of their homes festively, and on the
nights of December 23 and 24, from
7 to 10 p.m., judges from neighbor-
ing towns will judge the homes.

Residents are invited to partici-
pate in the luminary lighting pro-
gram, to take place on Christmas
Eve, December 24. Residents can
purchase luminaries at the baseball
field house on the weekends of De-
cember 9 and 10 and December 16
and 17, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. The
cost for candles, bags and sand will
be $6; residents are asked to bring a
bucket for the sand.

Ferguson Hopes for Vote on
Respite Care Legislation

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Fresh off the clos-
est election battle of his career, Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Provi-
dence) said he will be able to work
well with the new Democratic major-
ity in Congress come January.

During a visit to The Westfield
Leader last Wednesday, Mr. Ferguson
said Republicans were handed defeats
“up and down the ballot” across the
nation. Mr. Ferguson, who will begin
his fourth term in January, said he has
worked with Democrats on various
pieces of legislation during his tenure.

“I have been somebody who has
worked across party lines for six
years,” he said.

He noted that Democrats would
hold 232-200 majority in the 110th
Congress during the 2007-2008 ses-
sion, similar the current Republican
majority. Mr. Ferguson said with a
slim majority, Democrats will have to
work across party lines to get legisla-
tion passed.

“You just can’t get 218 votes with
just your own people,” he said, add-
ing, “Congress is going to be very
narrowly divided.”

One piece of legislation Mr.
Ferguson said he will try to push
through the lame-duck GOP majority
in December The Lifespan Respite
Care Act, or H.R. 3238. Mr. Ferguson
is the prime sponsor in the House;
Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) is the
co-prime sponsor in the Senate.

Mr. Ferguson’s mother, Roberta,
died in 2003 of multiple myeloma.
His father, Thomas, cared for his
mother at home. Mr. Ferguson said
the legislation would help family
caregivers find and pay for respite
services for people such as seriously
ill parents and disabled children. The
bill includes $280 million over five
years for respite care to assist
caregivers.

“In the scope of the federal budget,
it is a pittance,” Mr. Ferguson said. “I
think it has the potential to do an
enormous amount of good.”

The bill has been supported by a
number of Arc’s statewide, Cerebral

Palsy of New Jersey and the Easter
Seals New Jersey, Inc.

“We are cautiously optimistic that
we are gong to get that (House) vote”
in the lame-duck session, he said,
noting that President George W. Bush
has indicated he would sign the mea-
sure if it reaches his desk.

In terms of his committee assign-
ments in the new session, Mr.
Ferguson said he expects to remain a
member of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee based on his
seniority on the panel.

Mr. Ferguson said he has focused
on mostly bipartisan issues, includ-
ing legislation addressing health care
and special education, during his ten-
ure. On special education, Mr.
Ferguson said, “We are trying to get
full funding” for IDEA – the Indi-
viduals With Disabilities Education
Improvement Act, which provides
funds for special education.

The congressman said he has also
helped procure federal funding for the
Green Brook Flood Control project
and the redesign of Route 22 in
Somerset, as well as working to assist
Cranford with its flooding issues.

Looking at the election results that
swept the GOP out of power in Con-
gress after 12 years, Mr. Ferguson
said, “On Iraq, the President got the
message loud and clear.”

He said legislation proposed by
Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY) to bring
back the military draft would be “a
very serious policy change.” Mr.
Ferguson said the congressman pre-
viously voted against a similar bill.
He said Mr. Rangel believes if chil-
dren of congressional members were
in danger of being drafted, the U.S.
might be less apt to go to war.

Mr. Ferguson said he does not ex-
pect any staff changes in his Wash-
ington, D.C. or New Jersey offices.
He said his offices receive thousands
of communications each week, which
are answered by his staff.

“We are fortunate that our constitu-
ents are not shy to let us know their
opinions,” he said.

Mr. Ferguson will begin his new
term in January.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PROACTIVE...Westfield Police union members take their contract negotiation
message to the public two weeks ago showing unity and resolve with placards.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOMECOMING RALLY...Westfield High School students held their pep rally indoors in the school gym last Wednesday
due to inclement Thanksgiving Day weather. Spirits were not dampened, although the annual football game was moved to
Saturday, when the Blue Devils prevailed at Plainfield by a score of 17-7.

Auditor Notes Mountainside
BOE Books are Sound

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for the Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Board of Edu-
cation auditor Robert Morrison, a cer-
tified public accountant with the firm
of Hodulik & Morrison, addressed
BOE members Tuesday night about
the comprehensive annual financial
report, covering the period ending
June 2006.

“Last year, we were talking about
problems with the numbers of the bal-
ance sheets, non-compliance with laws
and regulations that regulate the way
schools are supposed to operate and
many other issues. Thankfully, all the
issues were fixed in a single year. Last
year, there were 30 recommendations
that needed to be fixed. This year there
are four, and I consider them house-
keeping items, rather than indicative of
serious problems,” Mr. Morrison said.

As previously reported by The
Westfield Leader, the auditor said the
2005 audit had been the “most chal-
lenging audit” he had “ever been in-
volved in.”

In his 2005 audit, Mr. Morrison
said the BOE had overpaid Governor
Livingston High School (GL) in
Berkley Heights and never received
reimbursement. Mountainside teen-
agers go to high school at GL. Mr.
Morrison also found that in 2005 the
district referred to an account that
included three separate programs: a
children’s program, enrichment and
summer camp/enrichment.

At the time he suggested breaking
the projects down into individual line

items on the budget. He had also rec-
ommended breaking down line items
in the budget into separate classifica-
tions. Mr. Morrison explained that dur-
ing the 2004-2005 school year, moneys
would be paid from an account and it
was impossible to determine to which
program it was being allocated.

The auditor had also determined
that in 2005 former business adminis-
trator Paul Vizzuso was often the only
signature on canceled checks. Board
policy requires at least two signatures
on all checks. Current Business Ad-
ministrator Rod McLaughlin was hired
during the summer of 2005.

Mr. Morrison also found in last
year’s audit that he could not find a
transportation contract or a food ser-
vice contract in the BOE’s posses-
sion. The 2005 audit also revealed
that an additional 49 students were
included in the student count that did
not attend school in the district.

The board Tuesday night noted that
R&L DataCenters Inc. would pro-
vide payroll services to the BOE.

In other business, Chief School Ad-
ministrator (CSA) Richard O’Malley
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Mayor Deems Councilmen ‘Out of
Order’ During Legal Fees Debate

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In response to
Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski’s calls for lowering the
rate for legal expenses, First Ward
Councilman Peter Echausse, head of
the Finance Policy Committee, has
recommended 31 municipalities to
survey in order to compare rates.

Over the summer, Town Clerk Claire
Gray and Town Administrator Jim
Gildea received and compiled data from
13 municipalities that responded, a 42-
percent response rate. During Tuesday’s
meeting, the council discussed the find-
ings and how to move forward.

At January’s reorganization meet-
ing, Mr. Gildea told new council mem-
bers that Municipal Attorney Robert

Cockren’s base salary, $59,805 in 2006,
covers “ordinary duties” governed in
the town code. Other activities, deemed
“extraordinary duties,” vary as they
come up during the course of the year
and/or are assigned by the council.
The extraordinary duties are governed
by an outside rate of $150 an hour, Mr.
Gildea explained.

In the survey, which used Scotch
Plains, Westfield, New Brunswick,
Clark, Berkeley Heights, Fanwood,
Cranford, Millburn, Chester, Rahway,
Union, Hillside, Nutley and Summit
as examples, the towns averaged $147-
per-hour rates for municipal attorney
and $146-per-hour rates for partners
and associates, with Mr. Gildea saying
Westfield is “right at the average.”

Previously, at a public meeting on
June 20, when voting on second read-
ing for an ordinance governing an-
nual salaries for the mayor, council
and certain appointed officers, Mr.
Bigosinski represented the one dis-
senting voice in a 7-1 vote, with Third
Ward Councilman Dave Haas absent.

Mr. Bigosinski at that time told The
Westfield Leader that he did not support
the ordinance because it did not call for
a competitive-bidding mechanism when
compensating town, planning board and
board of adjustment attorneys.

In May, Mr. Bigosinski said the
town could save upwards of $47,000
on its estimated $230,000 legal bud-
get by amending the hourly rates of
attorneys working under Mr. Cockren

and Labor Attorney Rick Danser.
During Tuesday’s discussion, after

vetting the statistics, Second Ward
Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
thanked Mr. Gildea for the findings
after “many meetings where the town
attorney was put on the defensive
because of misrepresentations that
we pay an exorbitant amount of money
for our town attorney.”

The committee recommended
unanimously keeping the $150 an
hour rate for the municipal, planning
board and zoning board attorneys.

The committee will continue to
investigate “differentiated rates” for
those attorneys not appointed by the
town in the appointed attorney’s firm.
Mr. Echausse said the committee will
“have to get a better idea of the expe-
rience levels in those firms or prac-
tices that do work for the town.”

As another piece to the legal com-
pensation issue, the finance commit-
tee will determine in the near future if
appointed part-time officials should
be eligible for a pension.

In terms of the 14 towns, six go to
RFP (request for proposal) for ap-
pointed positions. Westfield is one of
the eight that does not.

Mr. Echausse said in terms of con-
ducting RFPs for appointed positions,
the way the current system is struc-
tured, “with the mayor making the
decisions and the checks and bal-
ances by the town council, (is) suffi-
cient in my mind.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
supported the concept of RFP. Mr.
Haas said he envisioned an RFP go-
ing out at a rate determined by the
council with some list of qualifica-
tions. He said the RFP process would
provide for “an open book” and “pro-
tect against cronyism.”

Mr. Haas told The Leader on
Wednesday that since “several” towns
go to RFP, the survey shows that

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Police Department
Provides Snow Notice
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Police

Department requests the assistance of the
public in assuring that our roads are safe
during periods of snow removal. In order
to facilitate the removal of snow, it is
requested that all vehicles be removed
from the street when possible so that
snow plows can clean the streets to their
maximum width.

Under NJ Title 39, a motor vehicle that
is unregistered and insured cannot be
parked on a public street at any time and
will be towed. In addition, a registered
motor vehicle that is left on a public street
without being moved for 48 hours is con-
sidered abandoned and may be towed.

The Westfield Police Department
thanks you for your cooperation. Contact
the Traffic Safety Bureau with any ques-
tions at (908) 789-6068.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
POWER PUFF...Westfield High School junior Alex Pecora makes a run for it
during the high school’s Powder Puff football game, held last Wednesday at
Kehler Stadium. The junior girls defeated the senior girls, 7-0, to hand the Class
of 2007 its second defeat in a row in the annual contest.
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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SP PB Approves Subdivision
For 5 Mountain Ave. Homes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — After listening
to neighborhood residents’ concerns, the
township planning board Monday night
unanimously approved a major subdivi-
sion application that will result in the
razing of a century-old home and the
creation of five new lots for single-family
homes on Mountain Avenue.

Vincent Wilt, the chairman of the
Westfield planning board, plans to pur-
chase the property at 2343 Mountain
Avenue and divide it into five new con-
forming lots. Three of the lots will face
Mountain Avenue. A fourth property, to
be situated behind those three lots, will
face Watchung Terrace, while a fifth will
face Harding Road. At the board’s first
meeting since October 11, Mr. Wilt esti-
mated that the selling price of the five
new homes that will eventually be built
would be about $550,000 each.

Nearly a dozen neighborhood residents
attended the meeting, and several spoke in
opposition to the application. David Murray
of Watchung Terrace warned about exist-
ing problems regarding low water pres-
sure and natural gas pressure in the neigh-

borhood, and said the new homes may face
similar problems. His wife, Nancy, ex-
pressed concern about the safety of chil-
dren in the neighborhood during construc-
tion, when foundations will be dug and
large equipment will be in the area.

Richard Shedlin of Harding Road ex-
pressed concern about the potential size
of the new homes and how close one of
the homes might be to his own adjoining
property.

Multiple neighbors said the character
of the neighborhood, which is located
between Mountain Avenue and Route 22,
would change “drastically” if the existing
home, built in the 1860s, is demolished,
older trees are removed and the new homes
are developed.

Board member Joseph Doyle and other
board members told residents that an ap-
plication requiring no variances and in
compliance with all local ordinances, such
as Mr. Wilt’s, must be approved by the
board. “If we don’t approve [this applica-
tion],” Mr. Doyle said, “someone else
will,” namely a court that would, on ap-
peal, overturn a planning board denial of
such an application. Multiple board mem-
bers repeated, “Our hands are tied.”

The board said neighbors’ concerns
about the quality of their utility service
were not in the board’s purview and must
instead be resolved by the local utilities.
Since the property in question is located
on Mountain Avenue, a county roadway,
Mr. Wilt said he will also seek approval
for his application from county officials.WESTFIELD GLEE

CLUB
82ND WINTER CONCERT

SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 2ND

8:00 PM

THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN WESTFIELD
140 MoUNTAIN AvENUE

DoNATIoNS:

Adults: $15.00

Students & Seniors: $12.00

Tickets Available at the Door

Westfield
Saturday, November 18, Michelle Spen-

cer, 38, of Newark was arrested on Central
Avenue near Grove Street on a criminal
warrant issued by the Irvington Court. She
was turned over to Irvington police.

Sunday, November 19, Wanda J.
Delgado, 25, of Lodi was arrested by New
Jersey State Police at the Short Hills Mall
on a criminal warrant issued by the
Westfield Court. She was released after
posting $500 bail.

Sunday, November 19, Joshua Veitze,
22, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill Road
and Lamberts Circle and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons pend-
ing a November 29 court date.

Sunday, November 19, a Scotch Plains
resident reported the theft of his wallet from
a business in the 100 block of North Av-
enue. The wallet, which contained a small
amount of cash, bank cards and personal
items, was left on a countertop and taken by
one or more unknown individuals.

Thursday, November 23, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations, Hugo
Reis, 25, of Clark was arrested at Boule-
vard and Grove Street and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). He later
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, November 24, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 300 block of
Scotch Plains Avenue in which an X-box
360 and some video games were reported
stolen. Police said the front door of the
residence had been left unlocked.

Friday, November 24, police reported
that a 21-year-old Westfield man was
assaulted on the 500 block of Downer
Street. According to the victim, the male
suspect threw dirt in his face and then
punched him several times before fleeing
the scene. The victim was transported to
Overlook Hospital in Summit for treat-
ment. No one had been charged in con-
nection with the incident.

Saturday, November 25, Bobby Lee
Reeves, Jr., 37, of Jersey City was ar-
rested at South and Central Avenues and
charged with DWI. He later was released
to his wife.

Saturday, November 25, Mark Boyle,
19, of Westfield was arrested outside a

residence on Kimball Circle and charged
with DWI. He later was released to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, November 25, Allen Futran,
18, of Westfield was arrested at Barchester
Way and Naworth Path and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Police officers came upon the suspect
while checking a burglar alarm. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Saturday, November 25, Tyeesha
Braxton, 19, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with theft and shoplifting on the
600 block of North Avenue, West. Authori-
ties alleged Braxton under-rung $550 worth
of merchandise for $25. They also allege
she credited gift cards in the amount of $700
and made purchases with them. She was
released on her own recognizance.

Sunday, November 26, Nadiah Jallod,
28, of Roselle Park was arrested at South
Avenue and Crossway Place and charged
with DWI. Jallod later was released to a
responsible individual.

Fanwood
Monday, November 20, Lewis C.

Graves, 48, of Westfield was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation on Hetfield
Avenue and arrested on an outstanding
East Orange warrant.

Wednesday, November 22, Pamela G.
Edwards, 37, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Watchung warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Wednesday, November 22, Cresencio
Vera-Luna, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle accident on Midway Avenue. Mi-
nor injuries were reported.

Saturday, November 25, Candice Cobb,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with providing false information to po-
lice after a LaGrande Avenue motor ve-
hicle stop.

Sunday, November 26, Sophie L.
Roberson, 46, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding South Plainfield warrant,
which was revealed after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. She also was charged
with providing false information to police.

Sunday, November 26, two 15-year-
old female juveniles and a 14-year-old
female juvenile, all from Scotch Plains,
were arrested and charged with theft by
means of conveyance, specifically a mo-
tor vehicle, after a motor vehicle stop on
Farley Avenue.

Sunday, November 26, a resident of
Poplar Place reported a burglary. Ac-
cording to police, the burglary occurred
sometime between 12:30 and 9 p.m. Re-
ported missing were several pieces of
jewelry and various other items, police
said. The incident is under investigation.

Mountainside
Friday, November 24, a patron at a Route

22 theater reported a motor vehicle bur-
glary. According to police, a purse and a
handbag that contained cash, two palm
pilots, a cellular telephone, credit cards and
house keys were removed from the vehicle.

The victim later reported that an at-
tempt was made to use an ATM card
belonging to the victim to withdraw cash
and that a stolen credit card was success-
fully used to make purchases, police said.

Friday, November 24, an employee at a
Route 22 nursing home reported that his
motor vehicle was burglarized while he was
at work. According to police, the victim’s
passenger side window was smashed and
the vehicle was ransacked. The victim re-
ported that his GPS holder and adapter were
removed from the vehicle. The value of the
missing items, plus the damage to the car, is
approximately $300.

Saturday, November 25, Francis M.
Ondash, Jr., 34, of West Orange was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Saturday, November 25, a resident of
Meeting House Lane reported an incident
of criminal mischief. According to police,
someone broke the victim’s light post from
its base. The value of the light post is $300.

Saturday, November 25, a resident of
Meeting House Lane reported an incident
of criminal mischief. According to police,
someone knocked over the victim’s light
post. The value of the light post is $200.
Police confirmed there were other acts of
criminal mischief reported in the vicinity.

Sunday, November 26, Jorge Abreu, 48,
of Hillside was stopped for driving an un-
registered motor vehicle on Route 22, after
which it was revealed he was driving with a
suspended driver’s license. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, November 26, Patrick T. Lilly,
27, of Scotch Plains was stopped on Route
22 for failure to maintain a lane and was
subsequently arrested and charged with
DWI. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released with a summons.

Scotch Plains
Friday, November 24, Salvatore

Cerchio, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly con-
duct after police received a call that an
intoxicated male was banging on the trunk
of a motor vehicle that was parked in the
municipal lot. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and released with a summons.

Friday, November 24, a resident of
Tussell Lane reported an incident of crimi-
nal mischief. According to police, the
victim discovered when he went out to his
car in the morning that the windshield had
been broken sometime overnight.

Saturday, November 25, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported a motor ve-
hicle burglary. According to police, while
the victim was parked in the lot, someone
smashed a window on the vehicle and
removed the navigation system. The value
of the system was $600.

Saturday, November 25, a resident of
Bonus Hill Road reported an act of crimi-
nal mischief. According to police, some-
one drove over the victim’s lawn during
the night, causing damage.

Saturday, November 25, Antonio
DiMuzio, 41, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield war-
rant. According to authorities, he also was
charged with eluding police after allegedly
driving away following a stop for a motor
vehicle violation. He was arrested at his
residence, police said. DiMuzio was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released to the Plainfield
Police Department.

Sunday, November 26, Jose Diaz, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, a
strong odor of alcohol was detected com-
ing from the car. Diaz was transported to
police headquarters, where he was issued
a summons and released.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
MEMENTOS...Congressman Mike Ferguson visited The Westfield Leader office
last week and was presented with newspaper baseball caps and mousepads with
scenes from Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Westfield. Mr. Ferguson and publisher
Horace Corbin joke about politicians receiving gifts, and the Congressman was
assured the mementos were of only nominal pecuniary value.

spoke about the need of substitute teach-
ers. “Should anyone be interested in

applying for a substitute teacher position,
you should contact the BOE office at
(908) 232-3232,” Mr. O’Malley said.

The Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
will hold its craft fair on Saturday, Decem-
ber 1, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Deerfield
School. “They are always in need of vol-
unteers, so please stop by,” said board
member Marybeth Schaumberg.

The board approved a recommendation
to add Gwen Perri to the substitute nurse
list for the 2006-2007 school year. BOE
President John Perrin ended the meeting
by saying, “We are the Mountainside tax-
payers’ representatives. If you have any
questions or comments, please feel free to
contact us and tell us what your concerns
are. We are more than happy to listen.”

FW Train Station to Host
Security Exercise Dec. 8

FANWOOD — On Friday, December
8, from 4 to 8 p.m., a Homeland Security
Preparedness exercise will be conducted
at the Fanwood Train Station. There will
be a large number of law enforcement and
other public safety professionals in, and
around the train station at this time. Extra
police presence is related to this exercise,
and residents are asked to not become
alarmed. The exercise is not anticipated
to affect commuter time, train schedules
or parking availability.

The exercise is being conducted in
partnership with the Borough of Fanwood;
the Fanwood Police Department; the
County of Union’s Board of Chosen Free-
holders, County Police, Office of Emer-
gency Management, Prosecutor’s Office,
Sheriff’s Office and Union County Emer-
gency Response Team (UCERT); New
Jersey Office of the Attorney General;
New Jersey Office of Homeland Secu-
rity; New Jersey State Police; New Jersey
Transit and the New Jersey Urban Area
Security Initiative (UASI).

The public safety community will be as
minimally invasive as possible. The Bor-
ough of Fanwood apologizes in advance for
any inconvenience this exercise may cause.
Anyone with questions should call the
Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-
5000 or the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management at (908) 654-9881.
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Westfield Town Council
Westfield “wouldn’t be breaking new
ground.”

At the meeting, Mr. Haas also took
issue with the survey, saying “there are
communities in here that aren’t very rep-
resentative of Westfield.” He questioned
the point of the survey and found “no
more than seven or eight that are similar
to us in population and socioeconomic
distribution.”

Mr. Haas, who alleged he voiced his
concerns earlier, said certain numbers
should be thrown out and are “clearly
skewing the average.” For example, he
cited Nutley and New Brunswick’s plan-
ning board attorneys’ base salaries,
$21,000 and $29,917, respectively, while
none of the other 12 communities topped
$12,000.

When Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said towns such as Nutley and
Chester were used because of their inclu-
sion in Mr. Bigosinski’s claims, Mr. Haas
said the objective of the survey “was not
to check Tom’s (Bigosinski’s) memo.”

Mr. Echausse responded, “No, no, no,
you’re wrong because I was publicly cas-
tigated by Mr. Bigosinski on this issue. I
said to Mr. Bigosinski that I, as finance
chairman, would stop the budget process
if he would give me hard data because I’m
in the business of making financial deci-
sions on fact, not based upon conversa-
tions with people in his law firm. He said
‘I can’t do that.’ I said, ‘You can’t do it or
you won’t do it?’”

He admitted that the numbers aren’t
“perfect” because it is not a statewide
database, but said, “We’re working on
information in a presentation by Tom.”

Mr. Haas responded that the towns
used “solely because they were in Tom’s
memo,” regardless of the findings, “may
or may not be appropriate to include in
our average.”

When asked by First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana, Mr. Haas said he “abso-
lutely” pointed out the towns he felt were
inappropriate. “I did object to it at the
time.”

Mr. Caruana disagreed, saying, “You’re
objecting now because the data doesn’t fit
your presupposition,” adding that Mr.
Haas didn’t bring the arguments up in
committee. “That really is a low blow in
terms of the committee process.”

Mr. Haas interjected, saying, “You’re
absolutely wrong.” He told The Leader
Wednesday that he “hadn’t attacked spe-
cifics (of the survey) in the committee
meeting” because he didn’t feel they were
“relevant,” adding that he “probably should
not have raised them at the council level.”

Mr. Caruana then spoke over Mr. Haas,
adding, “Like Mr. Bigosinski, the only
way these guys know how to discuss this
issue is by way of ambush, and here we
are. David, I have to tell you, I’m ex-
tremely disappointed in you because you
had the opportunity.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky had to implore
his councilmen to “talk about this in a
gentlemanly way.”

At this point, Mr. Bigosinski inter-
rupted and said, “You (Mr. Caruana) are
full of crap. I gave you memos.”

Mr. Haas described the atmosphere
that ensued as “spirited, loud and emo-
tional.” Mr. Bigosinski and Mr. Caruana
shouted at each other, as Mr. Caruana
responded, “You gave us garbage.” This
prompted the mayor to warn the council-
men that they were both “out of order”
and tell Mr. Caruana to “please keep (his)
voice down.”

Mr. Caruana continued, saying Mr.
Haas didn’t give his objection in commit-
tee and now “[he is] destroying the (data)
and I think that’s completely unethical.”

With councilmen continuing to raise
voices, the mayor again had to remind
everyone to speak civilly and that “(he) is
running this meeting.”

Mr. Echausse said, “I am not here to
turn to Tom and go ‘I gotcha.’” He said
the goal was to see if the town was paying
market rate and how it compares to other
towns. “I’m not here to go to war on
anyone from a political perspective.”

Mr. Bigosinski said, “As far as the
ambush and misrepresentation charges
go, I think that’s absolute crap.”

He said the data misses two points
brought forth in his memo. He said the
town code calls for the appointment of the
town attorney, “not a town firm.”

Mr. Bigosinski claimed that 75 percent
of extraordinary work done in 2005 was
performed by attorneys with less than 10
years of experience, some of whom are
not admitted to practice in New Jersey.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
said, according to Section 1-2 of the Town
Code, when speaking about the attorney as
a singular person, the “word ‘person’ shall
extend and be applied to associations, firms,
partnerships and bodies politic and corpo-

rate as well as to individuals.”
Mr. Cockren said he remembered two

instances in which he went to a lawyer in
the firm outside of New Jersey because of
the “specific expertise required.”

Mr. Bigosinski again claimed the town
was not following the Town Code and said
the issuance of approximately $150,000 in
2005 to associates is not provided for in the
Town Code and gives “unfettered discre-
tion to our town attorney.”

Mr. Gildea responded, “Please, do not
look at me or Bob (Cockren) or any em-
ployee who works for the town and insinu-
ate that we’re doing something wrong,
insinuate that we’re doing things arbi-
trarily, insinuate doing things that are ille-
gal or fraudulent. That’s not happening.”

“It might have happened in the past,”
he added, “but it is not happening under
my watch, his (Cockren’s) watch or the
mayor’s watch. It really gets me upset
when I hear council members, whose job
it is to represent the town employees and
the residents, say things that you’re say-
ing. It’s very hurtful.”

He said Mr. Bigosinski’s premise is
true about paying associates. However,
for “20-years plus,” he said, “the town has
always used attorneys who have their
own practice or large firms. It is not
practical to use one person for the amount
of legal work we have.”

During public comment, Jim Baker of
Lincoln Road asked how the town “got
from $100 an hour to $150 an hour in a 13-
month period?”

Mr. Foerst told Mr. Baker that the
increase “was recommended by (by
former) Councilman (Larry) Goldman.”

“It’s mindboggling,” Mr. Baker said.
“We look at everything in town and (think)
– how can we cut it? I can’t imagine Larry
Goldman cowing the rest of the town
council into giving the current town attor-
ney a raise of 50 percent.”

Mr. Gildea gave a history of what oc-
curred. “In 2003, in preparation for the
2004 budget process, in looking at the
hourly rates, I found some inconsistencies
in the planning board, municipal and board
of adjustment attorneys. Speaking to Bob
(Cockren) and other attorneys, we asked
them if they would be interested in exam-
ining this. I brought the issue to the finance
committee. For 10 years or more, the hourly
rate had been $100 an hour,” he said.

“The committee asked me to do a quick
survey of five communities to get infor-
mation on hourly rates for attorneys,” Mr.
Gildea added. “The purpose was to get
information on hourly rates. We came
back to the committee; they reviewed it.
The towns’ rates ranged from $125 and
$160. We deferred to Mark (Ciarrocca)
and Larry (Goldman) because they were
the two lawyers on the committee.”

He said the committee recommended a
“two-tier approach,” raising the fee in
March 2004 to $125 an hour and $150 in
April 2005.

He said, “As an employer, it is your
responsibility to pay your employees fairly.
When I realized there was inequity in this
situation after many, many years and talked
to the attorneys about it, yes, they were
interested in getting that adjustment made.”

Saying it was a personnel matter and
compensation issue, which the council
usually does not discuss, he said, “As far
as I’m concerned, this matter is over.”

MS Ex-Councilman Hired As
DPW Worker; CFO Resigns

Cosi to Open New
Restaurant in Westfield

WESTFIELD – Cosi Restaurant an-
nounced earlier this month the forthcom-
ing opening of their newest franchise to
be located at 102-108 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The site was formerly occu-
pied by Wild Noodles Restaurant.

The Cosi franchise is owned and oper-
ated by Nathan Blau, Dominick Vespoli
and Wayne Brown of Dominate Food
Services VI, LLC.

According to their website, getcosi.com,
Cosi bills itself as “America’s favorite
premium, convenience restaurant offering
menus full of creative, fresh and flavorful
foods.”

The Westfield restaurant will display a
hearth stone oven where bread will be
freshly baked in front of customers.

The restaurant will offer flatbread and
sandwiches made to order. Breakfast,
lunch, afternoon coffee, dinner and des-
serts will be serviced with a variety of
tossed salads, melts, pizzas, soups, bagels,
gourmet beverages and desserts. Offer-
ings will also be available for catering.

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Robert
Viglianti on Tuesday night said the bor-
ough has received a check from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders for
$102,500 from the county’s Kids Recre-
ation Trust Fund.

The mayor said the money would be used
to fund three main projects, including light-
ing at the Pony League field at Deerfield
School, the resurfacing of tennis courts and
fitness trail near Borough Hall and the pur-
chase of new youth baseball equipment.
The money will also go towards padding
the Beechwood School gymnasium walls.

The council approved resolutions to
appoint former councilman Ronald
Romak as a part-time public works em-
ployee as schedule coordinator in the
Public Works Department effective De-
cember 11 and to accept the resignation of
Chief Finance Officer (CFO) Diane
Marus, effective December 31.

Mayor Viglianti authorized Ms. Marus
to refund $1,000 in escrow funds to
Charles Pijanowski for a sanitary sewer
trench at 214 Pembrook Road and $800 to

Kim and James Alexander for curb work
at 360 Hedge Row.

The council approved a resolution for
an appeal of property taxes at 1492 Route
22 and authorized the CSO to refund
$6,305 for redemption of tax lead at Block
10.A, Lot 6 and to refund the premium
paid in the amount of $3,500.

The mayor and council authorized waiv-
ing the borough fee of $5,624 for renova-
tion permits at Our Lady of Lourdes Ro-
man Catholic Church on Central Avenue.
Council President Paul Mirabelli expressed
thanks to the school for the use of the
property for events like the borough’s an-
nual Fourth of July fireworks.

A motion passed to approve raffle li-
censes to the Home School Association of
Our Lady of Peace School for an on-
premise merchandise raffle and 50/50 draw
raffle, as well as an off-premise prize raffle.
Additionally, a motion passed to approve
a raffle license to the New Jersey Lions
District 16E Charitable Foundation for an
off-premise 50/50 draw raffle.

The governing body approved contract
extensions to Associated Humane Soci-
eties for animal control services at the
annual sum of $14,314 and a one-year
extension with Irvin Contractors for jani-
torial services, which will expire in Janu-
ary 2007, in the amount of $28,854.

The mayor authorized participation in
the Union County Development Block Grant
Program for year 33. The money received
would go towards senior bus programs and
other community development projects.

Two ordinances were read for the sec-
ond time, including an ordinance fixing
salary ranges for certain non-union mu-
nicipal employees and an ordinance chang-
ing employment benefits from full-time
Borough of Mountainside employees not
covered by a bargaining-unit contract.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SP Council Plans Wider
Parking Restrictions Near HS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council is likely to take action in
January to restrict parking on a num-
ber of streets surrounding Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in the
wake of increasing complaints from
residents about excessive student
parking in those areas.

During a meeting last week with
Police Chief Brian Mahoney and Scotch
Plains Police Sergeant Ernesto
Hernandez, supervisor of the traffic
bureau, the council agreed to introduce
an ordinance in 2007 that will allow
permit-only parking on school days for
homeowners on Church Street, Port-
land Avenue, West Court, Sunrise Court,
Old Farm Road and Concord Road.

Some limited restrictions are already
in place on several of the streets, but a
more sweeping ban on student parking
on these streets would hopefully lead to
more students carpooling or taking the
bus to school, Sgt. Hernandez said. He

said he hoped such a ban would also
lead to “the board of education getting
the message that they have to do some-
thing” to provide more on-site parking
for students.

Township officials said they antici-
pate that some students would choose
to park their cars in neighborhoods
even further from the high school on
Westfield Road.

Some officials expressed frustra-
tion that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education has failed to take
significant action to increase student-
parking options at the high school.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
noted that the board had hired a con-
sultant to examine options, but noth-
ing had come out of it. He said he told
the board earlier this month about the
“many” complaints being received
from residents and said the matter
needed to be addressed in 2007.

Chief Mahoney said police had met
with the board last year but no action

Ferguson Hopes for Vote on
Respite Care Legislation

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Fresh off the clos-
est election battle of his career, Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Provi-
dence) said he will be able to work
well with the new Democratic major-
ity in Congress come January.

During a visit to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last Wednesday, Mr.
Ferguson said Republicans were
handed defeats “up and down the bal-
lot” across the nation November 7.
Mr. Ferguson, who will begin his fourth
term in January, said he has worked
with Democrats on various pieces of
legislation during his tenure.

“I have been somebody who has
worked across party lines for six
years,” he said.

He noted that Democrats would
hold a 232-200 majority in the 110th
Congress during the 2007-2008 ses-

sion, similar to the current Republi-
can majority. Mr. Ferguson said with
a slim majority, Democrats will have
to work across party lines to get leg-
islation passed.

“You just can’t get 218 votes with
just your own people,” he said, add-
ing, “Congress is going to be very
narrowly divided.”

One piece of legislation Mr.
Ferguson said he will try to push
through the lame-duck GOP majority
in December is The Lifespan Respite
Care Act or H.R. 3238. Mr. Ferguson
is the prime sponsor in the House;
Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) is the
co-prime sponsor in the Senate.

Mr. Ferguson’s mother, Roberta
Ferguson, died in 2003 of multiple
myeloma. His father, Thomas, cared
for Mrs. Ferguson at home. Mr.
Ferguson said the legislation would
help family caregivers of seriously ill
parents and disabled children find
and pay for respite services. The bill
includes $280 million over five years
for respite care to assist caregivers.

“In the scope of the federal budget,
it is a pittance,” Mr. Ferguson said. “I
think it has the potential to do an
enormous amount of good.”

The bill has been supported by a
number of Arc chapters statewide,
Cerebral Palsy of New Jersey and the
Easter Seals New Jersey, Inc.

“We are cautiously optimistic that
we are going to get that (House) vote”
in the lame-duck session, he said,
noting that President Bush has indi-
cated he would sign the measure if it
reaches his desk.

In terms of his committee assign-
ments in the new session, Mr.
Ferguson said he expects to remain a
member of the House Energy and

SP PB Approves Subdivision
For 5 Mountain Ave. Homes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After em-
pathizing with neighborhood resi-
dents’ concerns, the township plan-
ning board Monday night unani-
mously approved a major subdivi-
sion application that will result in
the razing of a century-old home and
the creation of five new lots for
single-family homes on Mountain
Avenue.

Vincent Wilt, the chairman of the
Westfield planning board, plans to
purchase the property at 2343 Moun-
tain Avenue and divide it into five
new conforming lots. Three of the
lots will face Mountain Avenue. A
fourth property, to be situated be-
hind those three lots, will face
Watchung Terrace, while a fifth will
face Harding Road. At the board’s
first meeting since October 11, Mr.

Wilt estimated that the selling price
of the five new homes that will even-
tually be built would be about
$550,000 each.

Nearly a dozen neighborhood resi-
dents attended the meeting, and sev-
eral spoke in opposition to the appli-
cation. David Murray of Watchung
Terrace warned about existing prob-
lems regarding low water pressure
and natural gas pressure in the neigh-
borhood, and said the new homes
may face similar problems. His wife,
Nancy, expressed concern about the
safety of the children in the neighbor-
hood during construction, when foun-
dations will be dug and large equip-
ment will be in the area.

Richard Shedlin of Harding Road
expressed concern about the poten-
tial size of the new homes and how
close one of the homes might be to his
own adjoining property.

Multiple neighbors said the char-
acter of the neighborhood, which is
located between Mountain Avenue
and Route 22, would change “drasti-
cally” if the existing home, built in
the 1860s, is demolished, older trees
are removed and the new homes are
developed.

Board member Joseph Doyle and
other board members told residents
that an application requiring no vari-
ances and in compliance with all lo-
cal ordinances, such as Mr. Wilt’s,
must be approved by the board. “If
we don’t approve [this application],”
Mr. Doyle said, “someone else will,”
namely a court that would, on appeal,
overturn a planning board denial of
such an application.

“Our hands are tied” was a refrain
several board members said on Mon-
day.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP to Hold Hearing
On Block Grants

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks has an-
nounced a public hearing will be held
on the HUD Revenue Sharing Block
Grant, 33rd year funding at 7:30 p.m.
on Monday, December 4, in Room
202 of the municipal building at 430
Park Avenue.

“We are attempting to set our own
priorities and want to know how our
own citizens feel the county alloca-
tion should be spent,” Mayor Marks
said.

Scotch Plains has benefited from
Community Development funds
since 1975 amounting to over
$3,750,000. It is expected that ap-
proximately $6 million will be avail-
able to Union County for this year’s
program.

The hearing will be chaired by
Joseph Duff, Robert Johnston and
Philip Schick, official delegates to
the township’s Revenue Sharing
Committee. Nineteen towns in
Union County are involved and all
projects must have a two-thirds
majority of the total committee
membership approval in order to
become a reality.

Applications for projects will be
available at the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Hall and include complete in-
structions concerning project eligi-
bility.

Projects funded throughout the 19
member municipalities include hous-
ing rehabilitation, neighborhood
preservation, code enforcement, se-
nior citizens facilities, childcare fa-
cilities and various social service
programs.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING OVER PUBLIC MATTERS...Scotch Plains Councilman-elect Kevin
Glover reviews the plans and specifications for the nearly $4 million improve-
ments to the Scotch Plains Municipal Building with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times staff last Friday. Mr. Glover is experienced in construction management.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DECK THE STREETS...Workers decorate downtown Scotch Plains Tuesday on
Park Avenue in preparation for the holiday season.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONSIDERING…Edgar Guzman talks with the Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion about offering a tae kwon do program to Fanwood residents.
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FW Rec. Commission Selects
Pembridge, Tannenbaum

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission on Tuesday night
proposed that Mary Pembridge be
accepted as assistant recreation di-
rector and that Jamie Tannenbaum be
accepted as secretary.

Two Fanwood residents also pro-
posed to bring a tae kwon do program
to the recreation commission. Tulay
Sencar and Edgar Guzman, instruc-
tors of Apex Taekwondo, want to offer
a program on Tuesdays and Thursday
afternoons to kindergarten through
eighth grade and possibly to older
teens and adults. The eight weeks of
classes would cost $140 plus a $35
annual membership fee, which in-
cludes the uniform and insurance. The
cost would also include a fee per class
equivalent to $10 a child for the eight-
week session. The proposed start date
is Tuesday, January 9.

“This program gives kids self-con-
fidence and boosts self-esteem,” Mr.
Guzman said. “We teach them a non-
violent response to violence and how
to defend themselves against violence
if it occurs.”

The recreation commission also dis-
cussed the Fanwood Borough
Council’s proposal for a boundless
playground at LaGrande Park. A
boundless playground would be a play-
ground where all children — disabled

or not — could participate in activi-
ties. The proposal calls for the replace-
ment of playground equipment at the
park, but some of the commission’s
members argued that since the base-
ball field is also in the same area, it
might pose a danger to children.

Resident Adrienne Robertiello, the
mother of an autistic child, had told
the borough council at its November 8
meeting that she planned to enter an
essay in the Playskool Make Children’s
Dreams Come True essay contest. The
contest will reward $300,000 towards
a complete boundless playground in
the community of the essay winner.

“This is a great idea, but the park is
so packed as it is that it would be nice
to have a facility dedicated to special-
ized children,” said Commissioner
Tannenbaum. “However, being a par-
ent of a child with special needs, you
don’t want to segregate them. Inclu-
sion is a big part of it.”

“This is an easy way to update our
playground equipment, but the base-
ball field is not far, and if a ball were
to go over the fence it might put
children in danger,” Commissioner
Russell Wells said.

Fanwood will hold its annual holi-
day celebration on Sunday, Decem-
ber 3. The event will take place at the
North Avenue Train Station from 3 to
5 p.m. Children will have the oppor-

Vehicle Restrictions Take Effect On Senger Place
During Scotch Plains Town Hall Refurbishment

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
renovation of the municipal building
now underway, vehicle access to
Senger Place will be partially restricted
because police and other emergency
vehicles will be displaced during the
project and will need to be kept “as
near to the building as possible.”

At its meeting Tuesday evening, the
township council approved a resolu-
tion that will temporarily restrict ac-
cess to Senger Place, which runs be-
hind the municipal building between

Front Street and East Second Street.
There will be no access, except for
police and other emergency vehicles,
to Senger Place from Front Street.

Non-emergency vehicles exiting the
municipal building parking lot onto
Senger Place will turn left and drive
towards East Second Street, where ac-
cess to and from Senger Place will not
be affected. Parking in the parking lot
itself will not be affected, except for the
multiple parking spaces displaced by
the large trailer the police department is
using during the renovation.

An ordinance was introduced that

will prohibit parking on the south side
of Allenby Lane between 8 and 9 a.m.
and 2 and 3:30 p.m. on school days.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato ex-
plained that a pathway from Coles
School leads to Allenby Lane and,
increasingly, parents are parking on
both sides of the narrow street to drop
off or pick up their children.

The public hearing on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 12.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance that will limit parking on Moun-
tain Avenue and adjacent William
Street to two hours during weekdays.
Councilwoman Nancy Malool said
bus commuters frequently park their
cars in that area all day and local
businesses “are finding that their cus-
tomers have no place to park.”

The public hearing on the ordi-
nance will also be held December 12.

The council approved a resolution

to install a beacon light atop the new
communications tower at the south-
side firehouse. Mrs. Coronato said that
federal regulations require all cell tow-
ers located at an emergency landing
zone for helicopters to either be painted
or equipped with a light. She noted
that the field behind the firehouse is
available for emergency helicopter
landings, especially in cases of medi-
cal evacuation emergencies.

The council awarded Conti Com-
munications a $10,875 contract to
install the beacon, which will com-
plete work on the tower. The council
approved a separate resolution to re-
lease the final payment of about
$48,500 to Procomm Inc., which
served as the general contractor for
the project that began early last year.

Councilman Frank Rossi said the
new tower, which will improve radio
and cell phone communications

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIRLS JUST HAVING LOTS OF FUN…Despite inclement weather and the
football team’s eventual loss, the Raider girls’ cheerleaders were in top form in
keeping the fans upbeat during the football game with Elizabeth on November 22.

FutureCurrent

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and Potter Architects of Union
GETTING A FACE LIFT…Renovations are underway at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building on Park Avenue. The $3.9 million project includes a new façade and
slanted roof, as well as a second-story addition over the police department. Pictured above are the current structure, left, and an artist rendering of what the building
will look like when completed.
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SP Council Discusses Parking
was taken. Three years ago, the coun-
cil held multiple public discussions
about the parking situation and Mayor
Martin Marks had said the solution
“lies with the board of education.”

Sgt. Hernandez said the practice of
parking on streets around the high school
has led to unsafe conditions for drivers
traversing those streets, as well as for
children walking to school. Residents
have complained of driveways being
blocked and visitors to their homes hav-
ing nowhere to park during school hours.

Furthermore, he said, during the
fall when residents pile leaves in the
street for pickup, and during the win-
ter when plowed snow piles up, stu-
dents park their cars further into the
center of the streets, making condi-
tions even more dangerous.

Councilman Frank Rossi expressed
hope that if the high school can make
additional on-site parking available,
the new restrictions, which will be
enacted via a parking ordinance, could
be rescinded.

During the hour-long meeting, coun-
cil members discussed a number of
other traffic-related issues with Chief
Mahoney and Sgt. Hernandez, includ-
ing excessive vehicular traffic on par-
ticular side streets that are often used
as cut-throughs by drivers seeking to
avoid delays at major intersections,
parking and traffic concerns around
McGinn School and the intersections
at Raritan and Rahway Roads and at
Morse Avenue and Westfield Road.

Mayor Marks asked the police de-
partment to make “a concerted ef-
fort” to enforce speed limits, saying
increased ticketing is important more
from “a safety perspective” than it is
as a revenue-raiser. He said one of the

biggest complaints he hears from resi-
dents is about cars driving too fast on
their particular street.

Chief Mahoney said the police de-
partment receives similar complaints
and told the council that streets of
concern are consistently identified,
with patrols directed to monitor ve-
hicular speeds.

Commerce Committee based on his
seniority on the panel.

Mr. Ferguson said he has focused
on mostly bipartisan issues, includ-
ing legislation addressing health
care and special education, during
his tenure. On special education,
Mr. Ferguson said, “We are trying
to get full funding” for IDEA – the
Individuals With Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act –  which
provides funds for special educa-
tion.

The congressman said he has also
helped procure federal funding for
the Green Brook Flood Control
project and the redesign of Route 22
in Somerset, as well as assisting
Cranford with its flooding issues.

Looking at the election results that
swept the GOP out of power in Con-

WESTFIELD GLEE
CLUB

82ND WINTER CONCERT

SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 2ND

8:00 PM

THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN WESTFIELD
140 MoUNTAIN AvENUE

DoNATIoNS:

Adults: $15.00

Students & Seniors: $12.00

Tickets Available at the Door

WF Police Department
Provides Snow Notice
WESTFIELD – The Police Department

requested the assistance of the public in
assuring that town roads are safe during
periods of snow removal. In order to facili-
tate the removal of snow, it is requested
that all vehicles be removed from the street
when possible, so that snow plows can
clean the streets to their maximum width.

Under NJ Title 39, an unregistered in-
sured motor vehicle cannot be parked on a
public street at any time and will be towed.
A registered motor vehicle left on a public
street without being moved for 48 hours is
considered abandoned and may be towed.

Contact the Traffic Safety Bureau with
any questions at (908) 789-6068.

FW Train Station to Host
Security Exercise Dec. 8

FANWOOD — On Friday, December
8, from 4 to 8 p.m., a Homeland Security
Preparedness exercise will be conducted
at the Fanwood Train Station. There will
be a large number of law enforcement and
other public safety professionals in and
around the train station at this time. Extra
police presence is related to this exercise,
and residents are asked to not become
alarmed. The exercise is not anticipated
to affect commuter time, train schedules
or parking availability.

The exercise is being conducted in part-
nership with the Borough of Fanwood; the
Fanwood Police Department; the County of
Union’s Board of Chosen Freeholders,
County Police, Office of Emergency Man-
agement, Prosecutor’s Office, Sheriff’s
Office and Union County Emergency Re-
sponse Team (UCERT); New Jersey Office
of the Attorney General; New Jersey Office
of Homeland Security; New Jersey State
Police; New Jersey Transit and the New
Jersey Urban Area Security Initiative.

The public safety community will be as
minimally invasive as possible. The Bor-
ough of Fanwood apologizes in advance for
any inconvenience this exercise may cause.
Anyone with questions should call the
Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-
5000 or the Union County Office of Emer-
gency Management at (908) 654-9881.

gress after 12 years, Mr. Ferguson
said, “On Iraq, the President got the
message loud and clear.”

He said legislation proposed by
Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY) to bring
back the military draft would be “a
very serious policy change.” Mr.
Ferguson said the congressman pre-
viously voted against a similar bill.
He said Mr. Rangel believes if chil-
dren of congressional members were
in danger of being drafted, the U.S.
might be less apt to go to war.

Mr. Ferguson said he does not
expect any staff changes in his
Washington, D.C. or New Jersey
offices. He said his offices receive
thousands of communications each
week, which are answered by his
staff.

“We are fortunate that our constitu-
ents are not shy to let us know their
opinions,” he said.

Mr. Ferguson will begin his new
term in January.

Scotch Plains
Friday, November 24, Salvatore

Cerchio, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly con-
duct after police received a call that an
intoxicated male was banging on the trunk
of a motor vehicle that was parked in the
municipal lot. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was processed
and released with a summons.

Friday, November 24, a resident of
Tussell Lane reported an incident of crimi-
nal mischief. According to police, the
victim discovered when he went out to his
car in the morning that the windshield had
been broken sometime overnight.

Saturday, November 25, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported a motor ve-
hicle burglary. According to police, while
the victim was parked in the lot, someone
smashed a window on the vehicle and
removed the navigation system. The value
of the system was $600.

Saturday, November 25, a resident of
Bonus Hill Road reported an act of crimi-
nal mischief. According to police, some-
one drove over the victim’s lawn during
the night, causing damage.

Saturday, November 25, Antonio
DiMuzio, 41, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield war-
rant. According to authorities, he also was
charged with eluding police after allegedly
driving away following a stop for a motor
vehicle violation. He was arrested at his
residence, police said. DiMuzio was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released to the Plainfield
Police Department.

Sunday, November 26, Jose Diaz, 27, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. According to
police, a strong odor of alcohol was de-
tected coming from the car. Diaz was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
issued a summons and released.

Fanwood
Monday, November 20, Lewis C.

Graves, 48, of Westfield was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation on Hetfield Av-
enue and arrested on an outstanding East

Orange warrant.
Wednesday, November 22, Pamela G.

Edwards, 37, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Watchung warrant after
a Martine Avenue motor vehicle stop.

Wednesday, November 22, Cresencio
Vera-Luna, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle accident on Midway Avenue. Mi-
nor injuries were reported.

Saturday, November 25, Candice Cobb,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with providing false information to po-
lice after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue.

Sunday, November 26, Sophie L.
Roberson, 46, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding South Plainfield warrant,
which was revealed after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. She also was charged
with providing false information to police.

Sunday, November 26, two 15-year-old
female juveniles and a 14-year-old female
juvenile, all from Scotch Plains, were ar-
rested and charged with theft by means of
conveyance, specifically a motor vehicle,
after a Farley Avenue motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, November 26, a resident of
Poplar Place reported a burglary. Ac-
cording to police, the burglary occurred
sometime between 12:30 and 9 p.m. Re-
ported missing were several pieces of
jewelry and various other items, police
said. The incident is under investigation.

Westfield
Saturday, November 18, Michelle Spen-

cer, 38, of Newark was arrested on Central
Avenue near Grove Street on a criminal
warrant issued by the Irvington Court. She
was turned over to Irvington police.

Sunday, November 19, Wanda J.
Delgado, 25, of Lodi was arrested by New
Jersey State Police at the Short Hills Mall
on a criminal warrant issued by the
Westfield Court. She was released after
posting $500 bail.

Sunday, November 19, Joshua Veitze,
22, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill Road
and Lamberts Circle and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons pend-
ing a November 29 court date.

Sunday, November 19, a Scotch Plains
resident reported the theft of his wallet from
a business in the 100 block of North Av-
enue. The wallet, which contained a small
amount of cash, bank cards and personal
items, was left on a countertop and taken by
one or more unknown individuals.

Thursday, November 23, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations, Hugo
Reis, 25, of Clark was arrested at Boule-
vard and Grove Street and charged with
DWI. He later was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Friday, November 24, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 300 block of
Scotch Plains Avenue in which an X-box
360 and some video games were reported
stolen. Police said the front door of the
residence had been left unlocked.

Friday, November 24, police reported
that a 21-year-old Westfield man was as-
saulted in the 500 block of Downer Street.
According to the victim, the male suspect
threw dirt in his face and then punched him
several times before fleeing the scene. The
victim was transported to Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit for treatment. No one had
been charged in connection with the inci-
dent.

Saturday, November 25, Bobby Lee
Reeves, Jr., 37, of Jersey City was arrested
at South and Central Avenues and charged
with DWI. He later was released to his wife.

Saturday, November 25, Mark Boyle,
19, of Westfield was arrested outside a
residence on Kimball Circle and charged
with DWI. He later was released to a
responsible individual.

Saturday, November 25, Allen Futran,
18, of Westfield was arrested at Barchester
Way and Naworth Path and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Police officers came upon the suspect
while checking a burglar alarm. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Saturday, November 25, Tyeesha
Braxton, 19, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with theft and shoplifting on the
600 block of North Avenue, West. Authori-
ties alleged Braxton under-rung $550 worth
of merchandise for $25. They also allege
she credited gift cards in the amount of $700
and made purchases with them. She was
released on her own recognizance.

Sunday, November 26, Nadiah Jallod,
28, of Roselle Park was arrested at South
Avenue and Crossway Place and charged
with DWI. Jallod later was released to a
responsible individual.

Mountainside
Friday, November 24, a patron at a Route

22 theater reported a motor vehicle bur-
glary. According to police, a purse and a
handbag that contained cash, two palm
pilots, a cellular telephone, credit cards and
house keys were removed from the vehicle.

The victim later reported that an at-
tempt was made to use an ATM card
belonging to the victim to withdraw cash
and that a stolen credit card was success-
fully used to make purchases, police said.

Friday, November 24, an employee at a
Route 22 nursing home reported that his
motor vehicle was burglarized while he was
at work. According to police, the victim’s
passenger side window was smashed and
the vehicle was ransacked. The victim re-
ported that his GPS holder and adapter were
removed from the vehicle. The value of the
missing items, plus the damage to the car, is
approximately $300.

Saturday, November 25, Francis M.
Ondash, Jr., 34, of West Orange was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22.

Saturday, November 25, a resident of
Meeting House Lane reported an incident
of criminal mischief. According to police,
someone broke the victim’s light post from
its base. The value of the light post is $300.

Saturday, November 25, a resident of
Meeting House Lane reported an incident
of criminal mischief. According to police,
someone knocked over the victim’s light
post. The value of the light post is $200.
Police confirmed there were other acts of
criminal mischief reported in the vicinity.

Sunday, November 26, Jorge Abreu, 48,
of Hillside was stopped for driving an un-
registered motor vehicle on Route 22, after
which it was revealed he was driving with a
suspended driver’s license. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, November 26, Patrick T. Lilly,
27, of Scotch Plains was stopped on Route
22 for failure to maintain a lane and was
subsequently arrested and charged with
DWI. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released with a summons.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WINTER WONDERLAND...Despite the mild weather, decorations underway at
the Village Green in downtown Scotch Plains remind residents that winter and
Christmas are approaching.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEMENTOS...Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-7) visited The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times office last week and was presented with newspaper baseball caps
and mousepads with scenes from Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Westfield. Mr.
Ferguson and publisher Horace Corbin joke about politicians receiving gifts, and
the Congressman was assured the mementos were of only nominal pecuniary value.

tunity to take free pictures with Santa
and Mrs. Claus and also participate in
holiday crafts such as making holi-
day ornaments, door hangings and
picture frames.

“There is something for everyone
at this event,” Recreation Director
Bob Budiansky said.

The recreation commission will
hold two guessing contests – one on
the amount of M&Ms in a jar and the
other on the amount of lights decorat-
ing the borough’s Christmas tree.
Refreshments will be served outside
to caroling provided by high-school
students and the Girl Scouts.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Vehicle
Restrictions

among fire department members and
house four cellular telephone com-
pany antennas, “is now operable.”

The council introduced an ordi-
nance to update various towing and
vehicle storage fees the township
charges. Police Chief Brian Mahoney
has requested the change, noting that
fees have not been modified “in a
number of years,” despite cost-of-
living increases, higher gas prices
and rising insurance rates. The public
hearing on the ordinance will be held
on Tuesday, December 12.

The township’s annual holiday cel-
ebration is set for Sunday afternoon,
December 3, on the Village Green,
and on Park Avenue between Front
Street, Westfield Avenue and East
Second Street. Mrs. Malool said there
will be carriage rides, a petting zoo
and the lighting of the Christmas tree
at 5 p.m., with Santa Claus arriving
shortly beforehand.

The council’s final regular meet-
ings of the year will be held on De-
cember 12 and 19.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Rec.
The board said neighbors’ concerns

about the quality of their utility ser-
vice were not in the board’s purview
and must instead be resolved by the
local utilities. Since the property in
question is located on Mountain Av-
enue, a county roadway, Mr. Wilt said
he will also seek approval for his
application from county officials.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.

WF Mayor Deems Councilmen
‘Out of Order’ During Debate

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – In response to Town
Councilman Tom Bigosinski’s calls for low-
ering the rate for legal expenses, Councilman
Peter Echausse, head of the Finance Policy
Committee, recommended 31 municipali-
ties to survey in order to compare rates.

Over the summer, Town Clerk Claire
Gray and Town Administrator Jim Gildea
received and compiled data from 13 mu-
nicipalities that responded.

At January’s reorganization meeting,
Mr. Gildea told new council members
that Town Attorney Robert Cockren’s
base salary, $59,805 in 2006, covers “or-
dinary duties” governed in the town code.
Other activities, deemed “extraordinary
duties,” vary as they come up during the
course of the year and/or are assigned by
the council. The extraordinary duties are
governed by an outside rate of $150 an
hour, Mr. Gildea explained.

In the survey, which used Scotch Plains,
Westfield, New Brunswick, Clark, Berke-
ley Heights, Fanwood, Cranford, Millburn,
Chester, Rahway, Union, Hillside, Nutley
and Summit as examples, the towns aver-
aged $147-per-hour rates for municipal
attorney and $146-per-hour rates for part-
ners and associates, with Mr. Gildea say-
ing Westfield is “right at the average.”

Mr. Bigosinski has said he favors a
competitive-bidding mechanism when
compensating town, planning board and
board of adjustment attorneys.

In May, Mr. Bigosinski said the town
could save upwards of $47,000 on its
estimated $230,000 legal budget by
amending the hourly rates of attorneys
working under Mr. Cockren and Labor
Attorney Rick Danser.

During Tuesday’s discussion, after
vetting the statistics, Second Ward Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan thanked Mr.
Gildea for the findings after “many meet-
ings where the town attorney was put on
the defensive because of misrepresenta-
tions that we pay an exorbitant amount of
money for our town attorney.”

The committee recommended unani-
mously keeping the $150 an hour rate for
the municipal, planning board and zoning
board attorneys.

In terms of the 14 towns, six go to RFP
(request for proposal) for appointed posi-
tions. Westfield is one of the eight that
does not. Mr. Echausse said in terms of
conducting RFPs for appointed positions,
the way the current system is structured,
“with the mayor making the decisions
and the checks and balances by the town
council, (is) sufficient in my mind.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
supported the concept of RFP saying it
would provide for “an open book” and
“protect against cronyism.”

Mr. Haas told The Times on Wednes-
day that since “several” towns go to RFP,
the survey shows that Westfield “wouldn’t
be breaking new ground.”

At the meeting, Mr. Haas also took issue
with the survey, saying “there are commu-
nities in here that aren’t very representative
of Westfield.” He questioned the point of
the survey and found “no more than seven
or eight that are similar to us in population
and socioeconomic distribution.”

Mr. Haas, who alleged he voiced his
concerns earlier, said certain numbers
should be thrown out and are “clearly
skewing the average.” For example, he
cited Nutley and New Brunswick’s plan-
ning board attorneys’ base salaries, $21,000
and $29,917, respectively, while none of
the other 12 communities topped $12,000.

When Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said towns such as Nutley and
Chester were used because of their inclu-
sion in Mr. Bigosinski’s claims, Mr. Haas
said the objective of the survey “was not
to check Tom’s (Bigosinski’s) memo.”

Mr. Echausse responded, “No, no, no,
you’re wrong because I was publicly cas-
tigated by Mr. Bigosinski on this issue. I
said to Mr. Bigosinski that I, as finance
chairman, would stop the budget process
if he would give me hard data because I’m
in the business of making financial deci-
sions on fact, not based upon conversa-
tions with people in his law firm. He said

‘I can’t do that.’ I said, ‘You can’t do it or
you won’t do it?’”

He admitted that the numbers aren’t
“perfect” because it is not a statewide
database, but said, “We’re working on
information in a presentation by Tom.”

Mr. Haas responded that the towns used
“solely because they were in Tom’s memo,”
regardless of the findings, “may or may not
be appropriate to include in our average.”

When asked by First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana, Mr. Haas said he “absolutely”
pointed out the towns he felt were inappro-
priate. “I did object to it at the time.”

Mr. Caruana disagreed, saying, “You’re
objecting now because the data doesn’t fit
your presupposition,” adding that Mr.
Haas didn’t bring the arguments up in
committee. “That really is a low blow in
terms of the committee process.”

Mr. Haas interjected, saying, “You’re
absolutely wrong.” He told The Times
Wednesday that he “hadn’t attacked spe-
cifics (of the survey) in the committee
meeting” because he didn’t feel they were
“relevant,” adding that he “probably should
not have raised them at the council level.”

Mr. Caruana then spoke over Mr. Haas,
adding, “Like Mr. Bigosinski, the only
way these guys know how to discuss this
issue is by way of ambush, and here we
are. David, I have to tell you, I’m ex-
tremely disappointed in you because you
had the opportunity.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky had to implore
his councilmen to “talk about this in a
gentlemanly way.”

At this point, Mr. Bigosinski inter-
rupted and said, “You (Mr. Caruana) are
full of crap. I gave you memos.”

Mr. Bigosinski and Mr. Caruana shouted
at each other, as Mr. Caruana responded,
“You gave us garbage.” This prompted the
mayor to warn the councilmen that they
were both “out of order” and tell Mr.
Caruana to “please keep (his) voice down.”

Mr. Caruana continued, saying Mr.
Haas didn’t give his objection in commit-
tee and now “[he is] destroying the (data)
and I think that’s completely unethical.”

With councilmen continuing to raise
voices, the mayor again had to remind
everyone to speak civilly and that “(he) is
running this meeting.”

Mr. Echausse said, “I am not here to
turn to Tom and go ‘I gotcha.’” He said
the goal was to see if the town was paying
market rate and how it compares to other
towns. “I’m not here to go to war on
anyone from a political perspective.”

Mr. Bigosinski said, “As far as the
ambush and misrepresentation charges
go, I think that’s absolute crap.” He said
the data misses two points brought forth
in his memo. He said the town code calls
for the appointment of the town attorney,
“not a town firm.”

Mr. Bigosinski claimed that 75 percent
of extraordinary work done in 2005 was
performed by attorneys with less than 10
years of experience, some of whom are
not admitted to practice in New Jersey.

Mr. Cockren said he remembered two
instances in which he went to a lawyer in
the firm outside of New Jersey because of
the “specific expertise required.”

Mr. Bigosinski again claimed the town
was not following the Town Code and said
the issuance of approximately $150,000 in
2005 to associates is not provided for in the
Town Code and gives “unfettered discre-
tion to our town attorney.”

Mr. Gildea responded, “Please, do not
look at me or Bob (Cockren) or any em-
ployee who works for the town and insinu-
ate that we’re doing something wrong, in-
sinuate that we’re doing things arbitrarily,
insinuate doing things that are illegal or
fraudulent. That’s not happening.”

“It might have happened in the past,”
he added, “but it is not happening under
my watch, his (Cockren’s) watch or the
mayor’s watch. It really gets me upset
when I hear council members, whose job
it is to represent the town employees and
the residents, say things that you’re say-
ing. It’s very hurtful.”

He said Mr. Bigosinski’s premise is
true about paying associates. However,
for “20-years plus,” he said, “the town has
always used attorneys who have their
own practice or large firms. It is not
practical to use one person for the amount
of legal work we have.”

Resident Jim Baker of Lincoln Road
asked how the town “got from $100 an hour
to $150 an hour in a 13-month period?”

Mr. Foerst told Mr. Baker that the
increase “was recommended by (by
former) Councilman (Larry) Goldman.”

Mr. Gildea said the finance committee
recommended a “two-tier approach,” rais-
ing the fee in March 2004 to $125 an hour
and $150 in April 2005 after a survey of
five communities found attormey fees
ranged from $125 to $160 per hour.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rep. Ferguson
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Dems, GOP Elect
House Leadership

House Democrats elected Rep.
Steny Hoyer of Maryland last Thurs-
day as Majority Leader over Rep.
John Murtha (Pa.) by a tally of 149-
86. New House Speaker Rep. Nancy
Pelosi (Calf.) had backed Mr. Murtha.

Republicans on Friday selected
Rep. John Boehner (R, Ohio) as mi-
nority leader in the new Democratic-
controlled House that convenes in
January. Mr. Boehner defeated Mike
Pence (R, Indiana), 168-27, with one
vote for Texas Rep. Joe Barton, ac-
cording to the Associated Press. The
GOP lost 29 seats to Democrats in the
November 7 Congressional elections.

Mayor McCarthy Urges
That Leaves Be Bagged
By KATHY MARQUES

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said at the borough
council’s November 21 meeting that
residents must collect and dispose of
their leaves properly and effectively.

“There have been problems with
residents not putting their leaves in
bags to get picked up by the Depart-
ment of Public Works. Debris that
builds up in the drainage system could
cause possible flooding, should it rain
a lot. Plus, it’s unsightly to see leaves
on our streets,” Mayor McCarthy said.

“This is a serious topic and resi-
dents must comply with the rules and
regulations,” he added.

The borough’s leaf ordinance states
that non-bagged leaves are not permit-
ted to be placed curbside for more than
seven days prior to the borough’s sched-
uled leaf collection dates. The ordi-
nance states that leaves must be col-
lected in biodegradable bags or in open
trash receptacles after December 10.

Councilman Charles Lombardo
said, “The DPW has distributed over
3,500 bio-degradable leaf bags to resi-
dents so far this season. The bags are
available daily at the DPW between 8
to 3, Monday through Friday.”

A newsletter entitled “Just the
Facts” was mailed to all Garwood
residents in September explaining the
curbside pickup. Residents can con-
tact the DPW at (908) 789-1522.

Mayor McCarthy said, “For the
size of our town, we’re not in bad
shape, but we all must follow the
rules or else there can be mandatory
bagging and warnings. It just makes
the town look cleaner, can prevent
flooding and is less work for the
people cleaning the sewers.”

The council also addressed mul-
tiple complaints from residents about
stores having more than the allotted

amount of advertisements covering
their windows. A signage ordinance
passed by the planning board prohib-
its more than 25 percent of a store
window from being covered by ad-
vertising sings.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said, “Some people will argue the
signs are clutter, while other retailers
will say they need the ads for busi-
ness.”

Officials said the ordinance’s goal
is to protect the safety of the
storeowners and the aesthetic value
of the borough. Mayor McCarthy
asked that the planning board to re-
view the signage ordinance again.

The mayor said multiple residents
have mailed letters to the council with
concerns about the future of the former
St. Anne’s School property. Devel-
oper James Ward has proposed either
55-and-over housing or leasing the
school to the Hillcrest Academy. The
academy, operated by the Union
County Educational Services Com-
mission, currently located in Westfield,
serves students who require a “struc-
tured learning environment.”

Residents have voiced concerns
over the disciplinary problems of stu-
dents that attend the school as faced
by Westfield, which opted not to re-
new the school’s lease at the Lincoln
School on Westfield Avenue.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio,
who serves on the planning board,
said, “So far, there is nothing on the
upcoming planning board agenda
about this topic.”

Ms. Villaggio also spoke about “nu-
merous” complaints she had received
from residents regarding the water
tower on the Garwood Paperboard
property on North Avenue near
McDonald’s. “It’s unsightly and I
don’t even think it has any more wa-
ter in it,” she said.

Mr. Renaud said he would look
into which department handles the
tower to see whether it can be either
cleaned or knocked down.

In other business, Councilman
Damian Mitchell congratulated resi-
dents who won gift certificates in the
Halloween House decorating contest.
The Puree family on Myrtle Avenue
won for “scariest house,” the Stahnke
family on Center Street won for “most
unique house and the Steiginga fam-
ily on Second Avenue won for “most
festival house.” The Tondi family on
Willow Avenue received an “honora-
boo” mention.

Officials announced that Santa
Claus will be present for the borough’s
Christmas tree-lighting ceremony on
Saturday, December 2, at 4 p.m.

Post Office Sets Guidelines
For Christmas Mail to Troops

NEWARK – Military experts agree
that one of the greatest morale boost-
ers for the troops is to receive a letter
or package from home, especially
during the holidays. New Jersey postal
officials encourage military families
and friends sending packages and let-
ters to servicemen and women over-

seas, including Iraq and Afghanistan,
to mail early to ensure that packages
reach their destination in time for
Christmas.

All packages and mail must be ad-
dressed to individual service mem-

Military Mailing Deadlines for Christmas
To Reach Troops Serving Overseas

Addressee EMMS First-Class Priority PAL
APO/FPO AE ZIPs 090-092 Dec 19 Dec 11      Dec 11   Dec 4
APO/FPO AE ZIP 093 N/A Dec 4      Dec 4     Dec 4
APO/FPO AE ZIPs 094-098 Dec 19 Dec 11      Dec 11    Dec 4
APO/FPO AA ZIPs 340 Dec 19 Dec 11      Dec 11    Dec 4
APO/FPO AP ZIPs 962-966 Dec 19 Dec 11      Dec 11    Dec 4

Notes: EMMS is Express Mail Military Service; First Class letters/cards;
Priority Mail; PAL is Priority Parcel Airlift

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

 
 
 
 

 
December 2006 Events at the  
Westfield Memorial Library 

Library Hours: Monday -Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 
Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 

Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
 

ADULT PROGRAMS 
Dec 1 1:30 PM TGIF: Irving Berlin 
Dec 6 7:00 PM Performance: Phillip Lester 
Dec 8 1:30 PM TGIF: Banjo Rascals 
Dec 12 2 &  7 PM Film: The Closet 

Dec 15 1:30 PM TGIF: Walt Disney 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
Dec 7  3:45 PM Art History Adventures 
Dec 2, 9, 16, 23, 30     10:00 AM Chess 

 
 
 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.   
 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

I N FO RM AT ION S E S S ION

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 5, 2006

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

908.273.0900 x 269 

You’re invited to experience 
an atmosphere of trust, 

freedom and caring for 
preschool girls and boys.

Nursery & Pre-K Program
For Girls and Boys

Thursday, December 7, 2006, 9-11 a.m.

David and Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CITIZEN ON THE SIDELINES...Chris Santangelo of Scotch Plains supports
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and PAL sports year-round with his camera and on the
Internet at www.coachsanta.com.

SUCCESS…Rahway Hospital Foundation ladies pose with raffle gift baskets at the
Bridgewater Marriot on November 4, when their fundraiser netted $67,000. Above,
left to right, are Marie Galvin, Marla Lind, Peggy Ann Nicora and Marlene Lubinger.

Mountainside Community
Pool Raises Rates for 2007

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Councilman Keith Turner announced
at the borough council’s November
21 meeting that there would be a
“modest increase” in 2007 pool fees
for the Mountainside Community
Pool as recommended by the recre-
ation department. The new fees rep-
resent an increase of just over 4 per-
cent.

According to the new fees, a resi-
dent family that paid $245 in 2006
will now pay $255, a $10 increase,
while fees for single residents, $125
in 2006, and senior-citizen residents,
$85 in 2006, will increase by $5. The
fee for non-resident families will be
$480, up $25 from last year, while
fees for single non-residents, $230 in
2006, and senior-citizen non-resi-
dents, $190 in 2006, will increase by
$10.

As for initiation fees, a non-resi-
dent family will owe $50, a $15
increase from last year’s $35, and a
non-resident single will now pay an
initiation cost of $25, up $5 from last
year. In addition to first-year mem-
bers, initiation fees will affect those
members currently returning to the
pool after skipping a year of mem-
bership. Applications are available
in borough hall’s recreation depart-
ment.

While the new rates will bring more
money into the borough’s coffers, the
pool will also spend more due to
salary increases, additional staffing
and new equipment, officials said. In
the 2007 season, pool employees,
including the pool manager, two as-
sistant managers, lifeguards and main-
tenance staff, will receive raises.

The pool recently spent $140,000
to build two new slides and will pay
$8,300 in staff fees to hire lifeguards
for both. “We thought the increase
was rather fair – people are going to
enjoy the new slides,” Mr. Turner
said.

Mayor Robert Viglianti said an-
other expense for the pool, “if not this

year, then next,” would be the paving
the pool’s parking lot.

In other business, the borough has
been notified that it will receive find-
ing through New Jersey Department
of Transportation’s (DOT) Munici-
pal Aid Program for work to be done
on a section of Central Avenue in the
amount of $180,000.

The borough council agreed to re-
lease from an escrow account $1,000
to Charles Pijanowski of 214
Pembrook Road for a sanitary sewer
trench and $800 to Kim and James
Alexander of 360 Hedge Row for
curb work.

The governing body agreed to a
request from Our Lady of Lourdes
Church to waive the borough’s per-
mits fees on the church’s current
renovation. Additionally, they au-
thorized the advertising and public
sale of a 1993 Ford Ranger, used by
the recreation department, and a
1995 Chevy Caprice, used by the
fire chief.

Mayor Viglianti announced plans
to renew the borough’s contract with
Commerce Risk Control Services for
random drug and alcohol testing for
2007 commercial driver licenses, as
well as a contract renewal with Asso-
ciated Humane Societies in Newark
for animal control services.

 Under the renewal, the DOT would
remain responsible for the pick-up of
deer carcasses on state roads, such as
Route 22, while the county would
continue to handle any pick-up on
private roads.

The mayor also announced a re-
quest from Chief Finance Officer
Diane Marus for end-of-the-year bud-
get transfers. “While we are in good
financial shape, we do need some
necessary transfers,” he said.

The governing body went into ex-
ecutive session to discuss contract
negotiations with Irvin Contractors,
tax-appeal cases with HarMac Corp
and Mars Electronics and personnel
issues involving the borough’s
website coordinator and the public
works schedule coordinator.

New Businesses Open
In Downtown Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation welcomes the
following new businesses to Westfield’s
shopping, dining and service district:

Chico’s just relocated to 76 Elm
Street and is in the process of com-
pleting an historic restoration of the
storefront working with the DWC
Design Committee.

White House | Black Market will
open soon at the former Chico’s store
at 206 East Broad Street.

Cosi, a new restaurant with more
than 100 locations nationwide, will
open soon at 102 East Broad Street.

EarthChild, children’s clothing line,
is opening at 111 Central Avenue.

Hi-5 Candy & Ice Café’ will be
opening soon at 50 Elm Street in the
former location of KaBloom.

Panoply, a new custom drapes, bed-
ding and home furnishings store, is
now open at 411 South Avenue West.

Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe, 101 East

Broad Street, is under new ownership
and has changes planned including
an historic restoration of the store-
front working with the DWC Design
Committee.

Jerzey Cutz, a new barbershop, will
be opening soon at 227 South Avenue.

Perla, a fashion and accessory store
featuring contemporary designer col-
lections, is now open at 241 North
Avenue West.

Learning Express, a franchisor of
specialty toy stores, is now open at
184 Elm Street.

Tutti Baci Café, an authentic Ital-
ian café, offering pastry, espresso,
panini, gelato, soups and salads, is
now open at 401 South Avenue.

The DWC is the management en-
tity of the special improvement dis-
trict. For more information, call
Sherry Cronin at (908) 789-9444 or
e-mail scronin@westfieldnj.com. The
DWC website is westfieldtoday.com.

Roselle Park Health Bd.
To Sponsor Rabies Clinic

ROSELLE PARK – The Roselle
Park Board of Health will sponsor a
free rabies clinic from 5 to 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, December 5. The clinic will
be held at the First Aid Squad build-
ing on Laurel Avenue. No appoint-
ments are required.

The board said that the public can
follow some “simple preventative
measures” to limit the possibility of
exposure to rabies. All dogs and cats
should be vaccinated against rabies,
and family pets should not be left
outdoors overnight, the board said.

Anyone bitten by an animal should
consult his or her physician immedi-
ately and contact the local health de-
partment at (908) 789-4070.

bers, as required by U.S. Department
of Defense regulations. For more de-
tailed information on tracking and
military mail, please visit the Mili-
tary Postal Service’s website at
hqdainet.army.mil/mpsa.

Express Mail Military Service
(EMMS) is available to selected mili-

tary post offices. Local Post Offices
can determine if this service is avail-
able to an APO/FPO address. The in-
formation also is available by calling
1-800-ASK-USPS (1-800-275-8777).

Parcel Air Lift (PAL) is a special
service that provides air transporta-
tion for parcels on a space-available
basis. It is available for items not
exceeding 30 pounds in weight or 60
inches in length and girth combined.
The applicable PAL fee must be paid
in addition to the regular surface rate
of postage for each addressed piece
sent by PAL service.

The U.S. Postal Service offers a
Military Care Kit, or “Mili-kit” to
make it easier for military families and
friends to send care packages to their
loved ones stationed overseas. Each
kit contains two Priority Mail boxes,
six Priority Mail Flat Rate boxes, eight
Priority Mail labels, one roll of Prior-
ity Mail tape and eight customs forms
with envelopes. This kit may be or-
dered by calling the USPS Expedited
Package Supply Center at 1-800-610-
8734. There is no charge for the kit.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
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Police Contract Dominates
Town Council Meeting
By WAYNE BAKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Discussion on
contract negotiations with the local
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) dominated the November 21
town council meeting. Further nego-
tiations are slated for December 28.

Officer Scott Rodger, a member of
the PBA’s contract committee, said,
“Our pension has the highest level of
employee contributions in the coun-
try.” He also said in negotiating, he
has always “sought to balance the
needs of my fellow officers with the
needs of the community.” He said
Westfield’s police salaries are among
the lowest in Union County.

The loudest applause of the evening
was given to Julie Mucci, a seventh
grader at Roosevelt Intermediate
School who attends Officer Gary
Moore’s D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Re-
sistance Education) class. In voicing
her support for the police, she said,
“They have always been there for me.”

Helen Rentoulis, co-owner of
Vicki’s Diner, also spoke in favor of
the police; she first read a letter from
the daughter of an officer and then
said, “I know most of these fellows
very personally – anything I’ve ever
asked them on a professional level,
they’ve always come through.”

Jerry Robinson, a Coleman Place
resident, said one aspect of the town he
and his wife most value “is the safety
and security we feel that is provided
by the police department.” He asked
that the town negotiate in good faith.

Officer Jim McCullough, a 25-year
police veteran, said, “We had to have
townspeople come up and try to get a
message across to the council be-
cause we feel that the council doesn’t
listen to us in any way; that’s embar-
rassing to me.”

 “We had some offers on the table,
and what do we get from the council?
They reject our offer, but (we get)
nothing in return,” he said.

He acknowledged that a counterof-
fer had been made, but the police
would have to pay more money than
what they’re paying now.

After public comments ended,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said of the
comments, “Some of it is very infor-
mative, some of it perhaps a bit mis-
leading.” He said the town hadn’t
been stonewalling, that the town isn’t
seeking “no pay increase” but rather

is seeking a “fair level of increase.”
Mr. Skibitsky said the PBA’s latest

offer was made on November 8 and
that he discussed the offer with the
town’s labor attorney and town ad-
ministrator. He said a response from
the town would be made before the
December 28 negotiating session.

In other business, the council
adopted on second reading an ordi-
nance including the provisions of a
new five-year contract for the town’s
firefighters. The contract is retroac-
tive to January 1, 2005. Under the
new contract a first year or probation-
ary firefighter will make almost
$32,000 in 2006 with firefighters at
maximum salary grade earning
$73,304 and higher pay for officers.
Salaries for will rise to $35,500 for
probationary firefighters and  to
$81,000 for firefighters at the top of
the salary guide in 2008.

Councilman Sal Caruana noted the
town council has passed a new regula-
tion making Gumpert Park a two-hour
parking zone, the result of a letter from
the state citing non-park use of Green
Acres facilities. He also indicated
Cranford’s new parking deck has ex-
cess capacity and that they are willing
to sell permits to Westfielders for $1,000
per year (Cranford’s resident rate is
$800 per year). He said Westfield’s
resident rate remains $576 per year, but
he said permit holders would see a rise
in their cost due to the recent tax law
change that includes parking permits
under the state’s sales tax.

Councilman Mark Ciarocca said
Union County was looking favorably
on suggestions to improve traffic flow
along Central Avenue. Among these
improvements are a left-turn signal at
South Avenue, new signals at Park,
Grove and Clifton Streets and a pe-
destrian crossing at Clover Street.

Officials noted that the council’s
Code Review and Town Property
Committee has rejected Verizon’s
proposal for a cell tower at the Cen-
tral Avenue firehouse.

Committee Chairman Jim Foerst
said the new antenna on North Av-
enue and new towers on South Av-
enue at the Scotch Plains border and
at the Scotch Plains’ south side
firehouse, near Shackamaxon Golf
Course, would all come on line or add
capacity soon and that they would
likely result in improvement to cellu-
lar service in Westfield.

INVENTORY CLOSE OUT

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HELPING OUR TROOPS…Rep. Mike Ferguson visited the Westfield Memorial
Library on November 22 to raise awareness for a collection drive for U.S. troops in
Iraq. Pictured, left to right, are: Norma Weinstein, Rose Runes, Dianne Gorbaty
(whose son Matthew is serving in Iraq), Mr. Ferguson, Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and Library Director Phil Israel. The collection is part of a national effort
by the United Service Organization (USO). International phone cards and new
white bath towels are most sought and can be dropped off at the library’s display.

Tax Credits Would Go
To Low Incomes First
Senate President Richard Codey

(LD-27, West Orange) said legislators
are eying a plan to provide 20-percent
tax credits first to homeowners with
incomes under $50,000 annually, with
a sliding scale that would offer lower
credits to wealthier taxpayers, accord-
ing to a report in The Star Ledger.

Monmouth Utilities
Ex-Director Arrested
The former executive director of the

Monmouth County Utilities Author-
ity, Frank Abate, was arrested Novem-
ber 21 at his Manalapan home follow-
ing the handing down of a 28-page
indictment, according to a report in
The Asbury Park Press. Authorities
said Mr. Abate “took thousands of
dollars of free home improvements
and services from contractors and de-
velopers,” according to the article.

Mr. Abate was charged with nine
counts of defrauding the public, two
counts of extortion and two counts of
attempted obstruction of a grand jury
investigation. If found guilty, he would
face 20 years in jail and a $250,000
fine. Mr. Abate is the former director
of the Marlboro Democratic Party.
According to politcsnj.com, Mr. Abate
lost a Congressional bid in 1992 to
Richard Zimmer.

Doherty Opts Not to
Challenge Lance

Assemblyman Michael Doherty, a
former Hunterdon County freeholder,
has opted not to challenge Senator
Leonard Lance in next June’s GOP
primary. Politcsnj.com reported that
Mr. Doherty would instead seek re-
election to the Assembly.

NJ Looks to Reduce
Gun Violence In Eliz.
State officials are expanding the

Operation CeaseFire program into
Elizabeth in an effort to reduce the
number of gun crimes in Union
County’s largest city, according to a
Star Ledger report. Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow said he
hopes the program would lead to re-
ducing gang violence, which ac-
counted for a third of the city’s 17
reported homicides in 2005. The city
has an estimated 400 gang members.

Fed Agents Raid Union
Offices of Giblin

Agents from the Department of
Labor and U.S. Postal Inspection
Service last Tuesday raided the West
Caldwell offices of International
Operating Engineers Local 68 oper-
ated by Assemblyman Thomas Giblin,
a former state Democratic Party chair-
man. The Star Ledger reported on its
website that undisclosed sources said
the investigation centers around pos-
sible union corruption. Mr. Giblin
said the union has been cooperating
with investigators.

UC Freeholders Told to
Take Detailed Minutes
Union County Assistant Prosecutor

Ann Rubin has instructed the Union
County Counsel’s Office and the
county freeholders to maintain more
detailed records of executive-session
minutes following a complaint filed
by the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation (UCWA). The UCWA com-
plained that the county was in viola-
tion of the Open Public Meetings Act
by not disclosing the specific reason
for going into executive session.

Ms. Rubin said when litigation has
been filed and has become a matter of
public record, “there is no reason
why the title of the case cannot be set
forth in the resolution and in the ex-
ecutive session minutes.” She said
the board “should continually review
and cross-reference the matters dis-
cussed in executive session” to en-
sure that they are “updated in a timely
fashion.”

Feds Widen Probe Into
Investigation of James
Federal investigators this week sent

out subpoenas to staff members of
former Newark Mayor Sharpe James,
including his son, as the investigation
now focuses on real-estate deals that
benefited some of Mr. James’s biggest
supporters, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The probe was initiated in August
regarding the travel expenses the mayor
charged to a police department credit
card. The James administration’s sale
of surplus city lots to developers at
cut-rate prices and the awarding of no-
bid contracts are included in the probe.

Anti-Drug Program
Ex-Dir. Faces Charges
Carolann Kane-Cavaiola, former

director of the state’s drug-addiction
treatment program, has been charged
with awarding $7.7 million in no-bid
contracts to Addition Treatment Pro-
viders of New Jersey, the trade and
lobbying group she once led. The 85-
page report by Inspector General Mary
Jane Copper was delivered to the at-
torney general’s office.

Horace R.  Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHFUL EYE...Tina Renna, president of the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, discusses a county prosecutor’s office ruling regarding Union County freehold-
ers’ executive-session minutes with Leader/Times Assignment Editor Paul J. Peyton.

FOP Shopping Benefit
Set for December 5

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, De-
cember 5, from 6 to 9 p.m., the second
Annual Shop for a Cause to support the
International Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva Association (FOP) will be
held at Douglas Cosmetics.

FOP is a rare disease that causes
muscles and other connective tissue to
turn into bone, eventually causing im-
mobility as unwanted bone fuses joints.

Guests will receive wine and cheese
as they peruse the store’s offerings;
the store will donate 10 percent of the
evening’s sales to the charity.

Hillary Weldon, whose daughter
Whitney is afflicted by the disease, and
Kerry Mooney, who has actively raised
money for the cause, will host the event.

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment

Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

The Mayor's Column

Residents of our town may have
seen or heard information regarding
the current labor contract negotia-
tions between the Town of Westfield
and the Westfield Policeman’s Be-
nevolent Association (PBA) Local
No. 90. Some of this information
may have resulted in more questions
than answers and, in fact, may have
created confusion on certain issues.
Thus, while it is the policy of the town
not to negotiate labor contracts in
public, I feel it necessary to clarify
certain points on these issues.

At the outset, let me state unequivo-
cally that my colleagues on the town
council and I appreciate and support
the excellent efforts of the men and
women of our police department and
the positive impact of their efforts on
the quality of life in Westfield. The
town council, however, has the re-
sponsibility to negotiate a fair con-
tract for our police officers, as the
costs of that contract will ultimately
be borne by the citizens of our town.
Currently, the taxpayers of Westfield
underwrite costs of more than $1
million for health insurance and more
than $5.8 million in salaries for our
police department. When you con-
sider that our total municipal budget
is approximately $33.9 million, the
police department salaries and health
insurance alone consume about 20
percent of that budget, which is a very
significant factor to the taxpaying
residents of our town.

As the PBA acknowledges, two of
the main issues in the current nego-
tiations are wage increases and health
insurance. As part of the ongoing

process, both parties have exchanged
wage proposals and the town is cur-
rently working on a fair reply to the
PBA’s recent proposal. Evidence of
the town’s efforts to provide fair and
reasonable contracts to its employees
is seen in the recently received arbi-
tration award with our firefighters,
where many of the provisions of the
town’s final offer were approved.

Clarification of the town’s position
on health insurance is also important,
not only for town residents, but for
the police officers themselves. The
town’s proposal to change plans in-
volves replacement of Horizon’s “tra-
ditional” plan with their “PPO,” which
offers the employees equal to or bet-
ter coverage than they have now with
potential cost savings to the taxpayer.
As you well know, health costs have
increased substantially in recent years.
The Town of Westfield, however, has
controlled costs better than most
municipalities as a result of changes
in health plans and effective renewal
negotiations. While our efforts to con-
trol health care costs are ongoing, the
town is committed to providing its
employees quality health coverage.
The change in health plans is already
part of the CWA contract and was
awarded in the recent FMBA interest
arbitration. The town will continue to
explore the contribution option as it
has done with other bargaining units.

In May 2006, the Westfield PBA
initiated the interest arbitration pro-
cess after a few negotiating sessions.
The interest arbitration process pro-
vides the selection of an independent
arbitrator to first mediate to attempt
to achieve a settlement. If a settle-
ment cannot be achieved, the arbitra-
tor will call a hearing and issue a
binding arbitration award. There have
been two mediation sessions with a
third scheduled next month.

The members of this town council
and I have and will continue to nego-
tiate in good faith through our repre-
sentatives with the Westfield PBA –
as we do with all other labor unions
that represent our town employees. I
share the frustration of the PBA at not
yet having achieved contract settle-
ment. When PBA members say that
the town has “stonewalled” the PBA
during the negotiations, it is simply
not true and is not productive for
negotiations. Rather, the town is fol-
lowing a process initiated by the PBA
with an experienced and skilled arbi-
trator in an effort to get the fairest
deal for our employees and the tax-
payers of Westfield.

I encourage the PBA to engage in
those good-faith efforts to promptly
secure a new contract.

Town Seeks Fairest Deal for
Employees and Taxpayers

Regional Health Dept.
Announces Flu Clinic
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-

gional Health Department will have a
flu clinic Wednesday, December 6,
from 6 to 8 p.m. The clinic will be
held in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing Community Room, located at 425
East Broad Street.

The clinic is open to the residents
of Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit and Westfield.
Proof of residency will be required.

The clinic is open to people of all
ages, including children aged 6 months
or older. The vaccine will be given out
on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Anyone who is Medicare eligible
should bring his or her card.

For more information, please con-
tact Anne Travisano, public health
nurse, by phone at (908) 789-4070,
ext. 4073, or by e-mail at
atravisano@westfieldnj.net.

Garwood Nutrition Policy
Impacts Vendor’s Revenue

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – At its meeting last week,
the board of education discussed con-
cerns of a conflict between the BOE’s
nutrition policy and its contract with the
food service management company. The
policy, as stated by board member Gary
Maher, doesn’t permit first and second
graders to buy a lunchtime snack since
they have a morning classroom snack.

The contract with the food service com-
pany, Maschio’s, gives a guaranteed an-
nual return of $3,000. The company says
without the snack purchases by the lower
grades, its income would be lower, put-
ting the contract in jeopardy.

BOE member Christine Guerriero ex-
pressed concern in reconciling the issue.

“We should [monitor] what’s happen-
ing,” Superintendent Bill Murphy said,
adding that the nutrition policy and the
food service contract were worked on
simultaneously, thus officials didn’t re-
view potential conflicts.

Representatives from the auditing firm
Suplee, Clooney and Company reported
that the “district is in financially good
shape.” Among the administrative rec-
ommendations made by the firm, it was
noted that the district hadn’t properly
advertised contract bids to the public and
that they should immediately reconcile
this misstep for all future bids.

Sue Groning, board member liaison to
the school technology committee, said

there would be an assessment of eighth
graders in their use of technology. Mr.
Murphy said the assessment would be an
extension of the current Grade Eight Pro-
ficiency (GEPA) testing. “We haven’t set
a date yet, but it will be sometime in the
spring,” he said.

Mr. Murphy announced that the after-
school YMCA program at the district’s
Lincoln/Franklin School still awaits ap-
proval from the state. The district will bus
students to the Y in Westfield while the
agency waits for the state license.

The board discussed concerns regard-
ing entrance into the district’s Washing-
ton School on inclement weather days.
Board member Monty Brown said the
current entrance is in need of handrails
because of how slippery the entrance be-
comes during storms. One solution the
board discussed would call for students to
enter through the all-purpose room. The
building and grounds committee will look
into viable solutions.

A member from the Garwood Ameri-
can Legion presented the board with a
check for $500 to put towards the cost of
landscaping and maintaining the war
memorials, and he thanked the district for
the care they’ve given thus far.

Mr. Murphy reported on his five-day
trip to China, where he spent time in a
Chinese classroom and with the country’s
department of education. He brought back
a gift bag of Chinese keepsakes for the
district to display in its schools.
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Sign Pollution Is Masking
The Beauty of Our Towns

Thank You Westfield,
One Heck of a Town

On November 17, my husband took a
nasty fall in the parking lot behind the
Westfield Imaging Center. After two pe-
destrians ignored his plea for assistance,
a third individual finally helped him into
the Imaging Center. The personnel there
took extraordinary speed in applying first
aid and in notifying the Westfield Rescue
Squad and the police who, in turn, noti-
fied me immediately.

The squad transported him to Over-
look Hospital where emergency room
professionals saw to his needs in rapid-
fire time, thereby minimizing the bleed-
ing and pain.

I am so very grateful to all the people
involved and in their quick and profes-
sional treatment. Thank you all; thank
you Westfield for your overall caring and
diligence.

Once more, this is a heck of a town.

Marilyn Gulotta
Westfield

Mental Illness Spares No Community;
Is More Common Than We Realize

Trenton’s Legislators Should Either
Lead on Prop. Tax Issue or Resign

22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

We have been treated to the results of
four months of work by four committees
regarding property tax reform. The end
result is a promise of 20 percent savings
for some home owners, which falls way
short of the 30 to 40 percent we should
receive. There were 98 recommendations
to be acted upon, along with increases in
sale taxes and the potential sale or leasing
of New Jersey assets.

There were several aspects related to
this tax savings promise that will prove to
be only a short-term benefit. I fear that
many of us will be excluded in part or in
total. In fact, just four days after the
conclusion of the committee, it was noted
that only those that make $50,000 will get
the full 20 percent savings. What will the
savings be in a month?

First let’s look at how these commit-
tees conducted their business. There were
numerous meetings, most consisted of
private interest groups (CWA, NJEA, etc.)
that benefit from the present situation and
do not want their turf to be stepped on.
The committee’s decisions were made
without including the minority party. This
is despite the statement by Assembly
Leader Roberts a few weeks ago in front
of the state’s mayors that there were nu-
merous conference calls. Well, the Re-
publicans present did not to appear to
have been given the phone number.

Assemblyman Roberts, do you really
think that we are that stupid? You Demo-
crats created most of the problem, carried
it to the n-th degree and now you have
excluded the Republicans on the fix. Does
this sound like the fox guarding the chicken
coop? I was accepted on the Republican
Joint Legislative Committee on Constitu-
tional Reform and Citizens Property Tax
Constitutional Convention as a civilian
contributor. We only had one meeting.
Why bother having more if the Republi-
cans were not being included in the deci-
sion-making?

One thing that was obvious was the
lack of addressing the spending side of
the problem.

The 20 percent savings is only funded
for one year. Where is the money coming
from the following years? Perhaps the
sale of state assets is the answer. There is
talk of the Turnpike, Parkway and the
like. I propose that we sell the State House
including the dome. It is obvious that it is
only being used for private interest and
personnel gain. Its sale would not affect
most of us; in fact it may even help.

There is a belief that the rich do not
need this benefit. This country was
founded on equality, for rich and poor
alike. Should the taxes be wrong, it is then
wrong for all. Therefore both rich and
poor should be treated equally. The Demo-
crats must think that they are Robin Hood,
taking from the rich and giving to the
poor. We should be very wary of this,
since the title of “rich” could extend to
those of us that pay the majority of the
taxes. This of course assumes that we
don’t join the 57,000 residents that left
this state last year. I have heard it men-
tioned those that will receive the majority
of the money are those that typically vote
for the Democrats. Is it not good timing,
that the savings will be received just be-
fore next year’s election. The Democrats
have a habit of pushing money into their
districts. Less than a year ago, resulting
from a suit by a Cranford resident, the
governor was forced to remove millions
of dollars destined to be “given away” by
the Democrats.

The limiting of increase of property
taxes to that of the cost of living or the like
is good idea. But in the past two years, bill
S-1701 has limited growth in school bud-
gets to 2 ½ percent, during that time
period my tax levy for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school system has increased

4.02 and 5.51 percent. Thanks elected
officials for proposing increasing my
taxes. We need to limit the increase of the
tax levy to the taxpayers, not the budget.

The creation of “super” county school
superintendents sounds good, but let’s
keep in mind that Union County’s super-
intendent receives in excess of $105,000
a year for what ever she does and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood superintendent
receives a reported $174,000 a year. Will
the “super” superintendent mean we will
save $174,000? Not likely. We will wind
up paying almost $300,000 a year for
both. Somehow, the cost savings you
promise escapes me unless we cut staff.

I can go on and on, but the media limits
the amount of space per letter.

There are a couple of things that could
easily be done to show leadership and
fairness.

Fairness would be addressed, if we
would act to not force our senior citizens
out of their homes due to the runaway
taxes. These people have “paid their dues,”
many are on fixed income, saving for
retirement, or receive no benefit from the
majority of their tax dollars. I propose
that we exempt all citizens over the age of
55, who do not have children in the public
schools, from that portion of their prop-
erty tax that would go the schools. This
will assure seniors can stay in their home.
Stop “slapping the face” of seniors on
social security or trying to be independent
in retirement, with a tax bill of more than
$6,000 – which about two-thirds goes to
pay $200,000 or more for a superinten-
dent, install lights and artificial grass on
fields, provide pre-k school services, pads
school payrolls and funds educational
courses that are neither mandated by gov-
ernment nor desired by industry.

I urge all seniors to contact their elected
officials, the AARP, the media, other
organizations and ask their adult children
and the other young families to support
this fairness in taxes.

When it comes to leadership, all elected
officials should immediately decline any
payment from the state for their failed
leadership in allowing the property tax
situation to get to the sorry state they have
achieved. In addition, all pension benefits
and medical coverage should also be de-
clined. Ladies and gentlemen of Trenton,
we elected you to lead. Therefore, do it
for a change. If you can’t provide this
leadership, then resign your state position
only after you give us initiative and refer-
endum. We will fix the mess that you
created and continue to do nothing about.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Many of us in Westfield and the sur-
rounding communities were saddened to
read about the tragedy of Robert Villane’s
death. Our hearts and prayers go out to his
family as they face the holiday with their
grief and bewilderment about the events
leading to this young man’s traumatic
final day.

It did not go unnoticed to me that
Robert graduated from Westfield High
School in 1989 because our family suf-
fered the loss of our daughter from mental
illness, having graduated from WHS in
1988. The cause of death was suicide at
the age of 25.

That year she was one of four suicides
in our community including a young,
engaged WHS teacher.

Our son, who graduated from WHS in
1990, continues to suffer (and we with
him) from a mental illness that renders
him unable to live the life he still dreams
of having. He has been in and out of most

of the psychiatric units in New Jersey
and now lives in a boarding home in
California. A fellow graduate and a child-
hood friend of his died from suicide in
his dorm room during his second year of
college.

Mental illness spares no community
from its awful ravages and is far more
common than we realize. Its stigma con-
tributes to fear, to shame, and an added
dimension of pain to those suffering and
their families. Being a nurse on a psychi-
atric unit in a large hospital does not spare
me or my loved ones from the disaster of
this illness.

Let’s keep this family and our commu-
nity in our prayers as we observe this
holiday season.

May next year, 2007, be a year of
education and understanding of the treat-
ment of this brain disease.

Kathleen Harrington
Scotch Plains

This past July, Governor Corzine, Sen-
ate President Codey, and Assembly
Speaker Roberts convened an unprec-
edented special session of the state legis-
lature to address New Jersey’ property
tax crisis. As part of this effort, our com-
mittee was charged with reevaluating a
system of public employee benefits that
has been evolving through legislation and
negotiation for over eight decades, with
an eye towards proposing sweeping, sub-
stantive reforms. We wanted to produce a
system that was affordable for the taxpay-
ers, free from abuse, and still maintained
our ability to attract and retain a talented
workforce to serve the people of New
Jersey. Two weeks ago we issued a report
that I believe fulfills these goals.

All told, we made 41 recommenda-
tions, each one a building block towards
restoring the public trust and protecting
the financial integrity of the system. While
I don’t think it’s necessary to recite each
item, I would like to touch upon some of
the reforms that are most indicative of this
committee’s robust approach:

Such as the elimination of so-called
pension holidays: in order to keep our
promises to current public workers and
retirees, the state must make annual, actu-
arially sound payments into the pension
system.

Abuses such as “tacking” and “boost-
ing” must end. Employees should be
forced to designate one job for one pen-
sion. Furthermore part-time employees,
elected officials, and political appointees
should be placed in a separate defined
contribution system, reserving pensions
for full time employees only. Vendors
and contractors should be out of the re-
tirement system altogether.

While we respect the collective bar-
gaining process, we must urge Governor
Corzine, as part of any new contract, to
require state employees to share in the
cost of their health insurance premiums.
Furthermore, we must give local employ-
ers participating in the state health ben-
efits program the flexibility to negotiate
premium sharing and plan features with
their employees in the first place.

This committee is unequivocal about

We Are all New Jerseyans
Who Care Deeply

the need to honor our pension obligations
to current public workers and retirees.
However, we must adopt a pension ben-
efit for future employees that is reason-
able and affordable. The N/55 multiple
adopted in 2001 should be decreased to
the original N/60, and the retirement age
should be raised to 62.

Make no mistake, while there is cer-
tainly some low-hanging fruit amongst
our recommendations, for the most part
these are long-term solutions to long-
term problems. But ten, twenty, and thirty
years from now, New Jerseyans will con-
tinue to reap the benefits of these reforms
as the costs to the taxpayer are reduced
and the current public workforce enjoys a
reliable, stable source of retirement in-
come.

I want to thank everyone who partici-
pated in this process for their hard work
and input, including fellow legislators,
union representative, and members of the
business community. I especially want to
recognize those members of the public
who took the time to contact the commit-
tee with their views. Your letters and e-
mails served as a ceaseless reminder that
regardless of differing opinions, we are
all New Jerseyans who care deeply about
the future prosperity of our communities
and our state.

I would also like to thank Philip
Murphy, chairman of the benefits review
task force, Fred Beaver, director of the
Division of Pensions and Benefits, and
the Office of Legislative Services for
their time and tireless efforts.

Finally, I would be completely remiss
if I did not acknowledge the hard work of
the committee members themselves, es-
pecially my co-chair, Assemblywoman
Pou. It is a testament to their commitment
to the general welfare of the State of New
Jersey that we were able to achieve such
a high degree of consensus about what
needs to be done.

With that, I look forward the com-
ments of my fellow committee members.

Editor’s Note: Senator Scutari, co-
chair of the legislative committee on pub-
lic employee benefits reform, made the
above statement last Monday.

Food Drive Response
Was Overwhelming

During the first two weekends in No-
vember, the Westfield area Boy Scouts
held their annual Scouting for Food drive.
As usual, our community’s response was
overwhelming with food collection
amounts surpassing anything we have
seen in recent years. There were enough
donations received to stock the Holy Trin-
ity Food Pantry to capacity and enough
left over to restock it after the holidays.
This pantry serves those in need through-
out Union County, helping up to 100
families or 225 people a month.

Many thanks to all the scouts from
Tiger Cubs to teenage Boy Scouts who
gave their time over the two weekends
and to the many volunteers at Holy Trin-
ity Food Pantry, especially pantry coordi-
nator, Rose O’Hare, and Deacon Keith
Gibbons, who helped sort the donations
and stock the pantry. A special thanks to
the Westfield community who, despite
being asked continually to donate to dif-
ferent drives and charities, once again
opened their hearts to those less fortu-
nate.

Kris Mench
Coordinator, Scouting for Food

Westfield

Other Cell Tower Sites
Should Be Considered
It is understandable that based on The

Westfield Leader’s November 23 article
that the Westfield Town Council will
very possibly reject the two town loca-
tions for the cell tower.

At the turn of the century when tech-
nology changed with electricity and tele-
phones becoming necessary, did every-
one say they did not want telephone poles
on their street?

Cell phones are an everyday necessity
to many people, and we are just catching
up to what is being done in Europe.

There are so many other alternative
sites that should be considered in line
with Verizon’s technical recommenda-
tion based on a layman’s opinion that
would less offensive that seem obvious.
They are:

1. Consideration of locating on other
than Westfield property such as commer-
cial properties along the railroad tracks.
The town of course would need to con-
sider a reduction in that commercial
property’s real estate taxes by purchasing
that portion needed for the tower to re-
ceive the revenue from cell tower lease. I
am sure there are many other negotiable
alternatives.

2. Technical feasibility of locating the
tower on one of tallest buildings in town,
the Union County forensic building which
possibly should have been considered
when built.

3. Some other sites, which appear obvi-
ous include Lord & Taylor’s, the town’s
south side parking lot, Westfield Lumber
and lastly,

It is very hard for me to understand
why a necessity such as this is being
subject to such an unnecessary confronta-
tion in undesirable sites when there are
obvious alternatives.

Louis Capuano
Westfield

If you like photography, there are many beautiful scenes
to capture in our area. We examine hundreds of photo-
graphs a week, but what do we see? – Sign pollution. It’s
becoming unbearable on our streets.

Judge this for yourself. Take a series of photographs of
the picturesque Fanwood train station and the borough
clock. Can you do this without obnoxious signs spoiling
the view? Walk down East Broad Street by Mindowaskin
Park and count the signs. Try to take a pleasant photo-
graph of Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Do you notice all the signs now? By being everywhere,
signs have become invisible by being in plain sight.

We think the hundreds of road signs are ugly. Many of
them are unnecessary, meaningless or confusing. Some
are rusted, bent or smeared with graffiti.

It seems that every road project or parking ordinance
includes adding signs. But no ordinance or maintenance
program includes removing outdated signs or fixing those
in disrepair.

Sign pollution is so commonplace that it disappears

from view. Observe the fallen double rung sign laying flat
on the sidewalk at North Avenue and Elm Street in
Westfield. It has been there so long now that no one sees
it. People merely walk around it. We believe that the sign
was put there by a state contractor. It was  scraped by a
truck that knocked it down. Okay, it’s not the responsibil-
ity of the town, but it is polluting – can anything be done?

We believe unmasking the natural beauty of our streets
could substantially enhance the attractiveness of our
towns. Get rid of the unsightly signs.

This wouldn’t take government grants or state aid to do
it. Community groups, business associations, Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts could look and see. Then town employees
could remove them.

Of course, this involves a sizable bureaucracy in that
some signs are state, others are county, still more are
municipal; there’s NJ Transit and some are SID or adver-
tisers. Even so, we believe more than half of them should
be jettisoned, and it would be well worth the effort. Let’s
clean up the mess – it would be gratifying.

Wonderful Woman
Helped My Dog and Me

I wish to thank the wonderful Good
Samaritan who stopped on New Street on
Monday evening, November 27, at ap-
proximately 6 p.m. to assist my six-pound
Maltese, Cody and me. Cody and I were
waiting for the light to change on the
northeast corner of South and Central
Avenues, when a large brown dog with an
E-collar (possibly a pit bull with a plastic
cone around its head) came charging out of
nowhere and viciously attacked my dog.

This wonderful woman and her daugh-
ter saw what was happening from a dis-
tance and stopped their car as soon as they
were able. They called the police and
waited with me until they were assured I
was all right and would get a ride home.

I was too upset to get her name, so I
would like to take this opportunity to
extend my thanks, once again. Her kind-
ness and concern helped me through a
difficult situation. Thank you also to the
police officer on scene for his assistance
in seeing us safely home.

Unfortunately, there are too few people
like this woman and her daughter. As I was
struggling to save my dog, trying to fend
off the attack, and screaming for help at a
busy corner at rush hour, no one else came
to my assistance. No one even bothered to
open a car window to ask if I was ok.

I have a difficult time understanding
how people can drive by and ignore some-
one so obviously in trouble. I certainly
wouldn’t have expected anyone to risk
their personal safety, but how much dan-
ger are you in while sitting in a car? Where
was everyone else who was passing by as
my little dog was running in the street (on
his leash) to try to avoid the attacker?

As it was, my dog was bitten and needed
treatment by the vet.  Fortunately, I was
only nipped, and luckily, there were no
small children around. However, the dog
has not been found. If anyone knows to
whom this dog might belong, please no-
tify the Westfield Police Department.

And if you are the owner, please let the
police know so that I can be reassured that
the dog is healthy. And finally, if you are
a dog owner, please keep your dog on a
leash and report missing animals to the
police. Your neighbors will thank you.

Karen Simon
Westfield
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Reputable Medical School
Needs to Take Over UMDNJ

Over the past several months, the office of U.S. Attor-
ney Chris Christie and federal agents have been busy
investigating corrupt practices of the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ). Whether it
be a no-show job for a state senator or illegal six-figure
stipends for surgeons to refer patients to UMDNJ’s troubled
cardiology center, the reputation of the medical center has
been crushed while the public coffers were plundered.

What started as a Medicare and Medicaid fraud inves-
tigation has become more bizarre each passing day. Former
Chief Financial Officer James Lawler refused to sign
federal documents to certify the accuracy of the medical
center’s Medicare and Medicaid bills. Senator Wayne
Bryant was paid $35,000 for what staffers said was a one-
day-a-week job during which he read newspapers. He
used that position and his chairmanship on the senate’s
powerful appropriations committee to funnel millions of
dollars through UMDNJ. He used his part-time job, along
with other taxpayer-funded posts he held, to boost his
state pension. It was also recently disclosed that 18
cardiologists were paid $150,000 for simply referring
patients to the cardiac program – another crime.

The UMDNJ’s Board of Trustees were told by Mr.
Christie to either agree to a federally appointed monitor –
retired judge Herbert Stern – or face indictments for fraud
and conspiracy.

Federal investigators need to ensure that all those who
were involved in the corrupt and criminal practices face
justice. Those who are convicted must be stripped of their

lucrative state pensions and never be permitted again to
hold public jobs – in this or any other state.

Cleaning up and bringing UMDNJ to respectability
should be put on the front burner. Plans to merge Rutgers,
NJIT and UMDNJ should be shelved. Why damage the
reputation of Rutgers and NJIT by linking them with
UMDNJ? After all, Mr. Bryant already infiltrated the
system. He was listed as a professor with Rutgers in
addition to his UMDNJ “job.” Why make matters worse?

After a year into this investigation, it is obvious that
UMDNJ needs major surgery. Another medical school
outside of New Jersey needs to take over. There are several
good possibilities – perhaps NewYork-Presbyterian Uni-
versity Hospital of Columbia and Cornell, New York
University  School of Medicine, Mount Sinai School of
Medicine,  University of Pennsylvania School of Medi-
cine or Drexel University College of Medicine. A school
with a national reputation needs to help save UMDNJ as
it’s clear we can’t do it by ourselves.

The medical staff, students and patients need to know
that they will not be harmed by the damage this corruption
has caused. Forming an affiliation between UMDNJ and
one of these other schools seems necessary. Medical
centers have joined together over the past few years to
save their institutions, such as Rahway Hospital linking
with Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New
Brunswick.

Let’s take UMDNJ off life support and end the crime.
Will someone help us, please?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that

looks like a mole rat
2. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
3. Reliction – Land left uncovered by

the recession of the sea
4. Churrus – A gum resin which oozes

from the Indian hemp

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CULPON
1. A roof prop used in a coal mine
2. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
3. A shred or splinter
4. An arrow or arrowhead

SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption

RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swim-

ming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right

CHUKKER
1. Second-class; something of lesser

value
2. One of the periods into which a polo

game is divided
3. A gopher
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
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“If you can get FiOS, you’d  
be crazy not to go for it.”

See why the experts are raving about the
fiber-optic power of Verizon FiOS Internet.

Recently PC Magazine conducted a speed test with 10,000

readers of their magazine. The goal? To find out which Internet

service provider delivers the fastest speeds. The results? 

Well, like PC Magazine said, “Verizon’s fiber service blew 

them all away.”

Do more with FiOS Internet. Listening to podcasts.

Updating a MySpace® profile. Streaming clips on YouTubeTM.

With the ultrafast speed of FiOS Internet, it’s easy to do it all.

And because our network goes all the way to your home, you

can be sure you’re getting 100% fiber-optic power all the time. 

Get started today with connection speeds up to 20 Mbps for

only $29.95 a month, for the first three months,** when you

sign up for a year. But you have to hurry, because

this offer ends 12/15/06. Just call to sign up. 

Hey, you’d be crazy not to.

It’s time for something better.

Call 1-888-290-8468 or visit verizonfios.com/internet.

*PC Magazine, “Real-world testing: Find the fastest ISP,” August 22, 2006.
**Limited-time promotional offer expires 12/15/06. Offer applicable to new Verizon FiOS Internet residential customers who purchase FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. Customer will receive $5 off the monthly recurring rate of $44.95 for 12 months, as well as a one-time promotional bill credit of $30 after the third month of FiOS Internet billing,
and will appear no later than the fourth FiOS billing statement. At the end of the 12-month promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rate. The effective monthly rate of $29.95 for the first three months is calculated by allocating the one-time $30 bill credit over the first three months and deducting the
monthly allocation from the promotional monthly rate of $39.95. One-year commitment required. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Current Verizon Online DSL customers converting to the promotional 20 Mbps/5 Mbps FiOS service will be exempt from the activation fee. Other service speed options and month-to-month pricing 
available. Offer is nontransferable and cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon.Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment
provided will be new or fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. If service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $99 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. Month-to-month 
packages are available. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh® compatible.
Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access. Speed and uninterrupted
use of the service are not guaranteed. Home networking bandwidth shared by multiple users, wireless routers and simultaneous usage may affect individual user’s throughput speed. Applicable taxes apply. Valid through 12/15/06. Other terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS
network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet or video services. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. Current
Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet service will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. ©2006 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. MySpace and YouTube are trade names or trademarks of their respective owners. FIOS60291-A-NY

PC Magazine, Aug. 2006*

$2995
A MONTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHS**



Page 6  Thursday, November 30, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Breakfast With Santa
On Tap In Cranford

CRANFORD – Families are in-
vited to have breakfast with Santa
Claus on Saturday, December 2, from
8:30 a.m. to noon in Sherlock Hall at
the Trinity Episcopal Church.

Admission is $5 and includes face
painting and a breakfast of pancakes,
sausage, cereal, Dunkin’ Donuts
Munchkins and juice, plus coffee or
tea for the parents.

For an additional $5, each child
may have a photograph taken with
Santa Claus. Youngsters also will have
a chance to do some Christmas shop-
ping for their parents from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. in Witherington Hall (attached
to Sherlock Hall). Additionally, home-
made baked goods and decorated
wreaths will be available for sale.

The church is located off of North
Avenue/Route 28 westbound in
Cranford. For more details, please call
the church office at (908) 276-4047.

Area Girl Scout Council
Seeks Adult Volunteers

WESTFIELD – The Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council (GSWRC)
Inc., the jurisdiction of which in-
cludes Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Garwood
and Berkeley Heights, is seeking adult

volunteers interested in joining the
organization.

Based in Westfield, the GSWRC
will celebrate its 50th anniversary in
2007. The council is seeking adults
over age 18 with an interest in help-
ing girls and young women develop
courage, confidence and character.

The council currently is looking to
recruit those interested in serving as
troop leaders and assistant leaders, as
well as people to assist with the
organization’s cookie sale and vari-
ous community and council-wide
events. Individuals determine their
own time commitment.

On a larger scale, GSWRC is al-
ways seeking individuals interested
in joining the policy-making arm of
the council on its board of directors or
committees. Participants do not need
to have a daughter in Girl Scouting to
be active with the organization.

Founded in 1957, GSWRC serves
11,000 girls and adults in 24 com-
munities throughout Union County
and parts of Somerset and Middlesex
Counties. For more information on
the council or to begin the process
of joining, please consult
www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts or
call (908) 232-3236.

David Alan Bloomer, Jr. and Miss Courtney Norton

Miss Courtney Norton
To Wed David Bloomer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Norton of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Courtney Norton of Westfield, to
David Alan Bloomer, Jr. of Red Hook
in upstate New York. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. David Alan Bloomer,
Sr., also of Red Hook.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated in 1998 from
Westfield High School. She was
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Psychology from Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, Pa. in 2002. Miss Norton
currently is in her final year of medical
school at the New York College of
Osteopathic Medicine in Old Westbury,
N.Y. and will begin her residency in
Emergency Medicine in July 2007.

The future bridegroom was raised
in Red Hook, N.Y. and graduated
from Red Hook High School in 1999.
He earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Computer Information Sys-
tems from Roger Williams Univer-
sity in Bristol, R.I. in 2003. Mr.
Bloomer is employed as a Senior
Network Engineer with Precision IT
Group in New York City.

The couple plans to wed in April
2007 in Westfield, where they cur-
rently reside.

LT. AND MRS. BRIAN CODY DONOVAN
(She is the former Ms. Lori Michelle Webre)

Ms. Lori M. Webre Weds
Lt. Brian C. Donovan

Ms. Lori Michelle Webre, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richie D.
Baud and Alvin A. Webre, Jr. of
Metairie, La., was married on Friday,
August 25, to Lieutenant Brian Cody
Donovan. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. William L. Donovan, Jr. of
Scotch Plains.

The Reverend Michael Cody offi-
ciated at the evening ceremony, which
was held at Mater Dolorosa Catholic
Church in New Orleans, La. and fol-
lowed by a reception at Southern Oaks
Plantation in New Orleans.

Alvin A. Webre, Jr. gave his daugh-
ter in marriage. Mrs. Jill Galloway,
the sister of the bride, was the matron
of honor. Michael Donovan was his
brother’s best man.

A 1998 graduate of Mount Carmel
Academy in New Orleans, the bride
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication Disorders in 2002
and a Master of Arts degree in Speech-
Language Pathology in 2004, both
from Louisiana State University in

Baton Rouge. She currently practices
speech-language pathology in Nor-
folk, Va.

The bridegroom, a 1997 graduate of
St. Joseph High School in Metuchen,
received a Bachelor of Science degree
in Naval Architecture from the United
States Naval Academy in 2001. He
was then selected for pilot training and
currently is an E2-C Hawkeye pilot
serving in Carrier Airborne Early
Warning Squadron 125.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the evening
before the wedding at Arnaud’s Res-
taurant in New Orleans.

Following a wedding trip to Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., the couple re-
sides in Norfolk, Va.

Cannonball House
To Be Open Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors this Sunday, Decem-
ber 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. These hours
will coincide with the township’s
Holiday Celebration and Lighting of
the Christmas Tree.

Festive decorations will adorn the
circa 1760 farmhouse museum, which
is maintained by the Historical Soci-
ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
There is no admission charge. This
will be the museum’s final activity
for the year. The museum will reopen
on Sunday, March 4.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

I N FO RM AT ION S E S S ION S

By Reservation Only. RSVP by December 5, 2006

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

908.273.0900 x 269 for Primary School (Grades K-5)

x 254 for Middle School (Grades 6 - 8)

You’re invited to experience 
a school where girls are focused, 

self-reliant, and leading the way.

Primary School (Grades K-5)
Middle School (Grades 6-8)

Thursday, December 7, 2006, 9-11 a.m.

25th Anniversary Special

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Runnells Guild to Hold
Handmade Jewelry Sale

AREA – The Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County’s Volun-
teer Guild will present the work of
skilled artisan Max Freeman, an art-
ist with 70 years experience, at its
handmade jewelry sale from 7 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 7.

Items will feature 14 carat gold
bonded to silver in the form of neck-
laces, bracelets, rings, anklets and
name pins. On-the-spot personaliza-
tion will be possible for most items in
the hospital’s multi-purpose room at
40 Watchung Way in Berkeley
Heights.

Cash, checks and credit cards will
be accepted. A percentage of each
purchase made at the sale will be
credited to the Volunteer Guild, which
uses the funds to obtain items and
provide special activities for patients
and residents of Runnells Hospital.

Labyrinth Walk Set
For Dec. 3 at Church
CRANFORD – The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, December 3. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue. All
are invited to attend.

Participants may walk the laby-
rinth any time between 1 and 4 p.m.
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will be
held on the first Sunday of every
month unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a revival in
modern times. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after the
13th-century labyrinth at Chartres
Cathedral in France. For further infor-
mation concerning the labyrinth pro-
gram or future walks, please call the
church at (908) 276-8440.

ANDREI  TCHEKMAZOV, cellist
accompanied by
MICHAEL SPASSOV, composer, organist

Sunday, December 3, 2006, 3 pm

“Tchekmazov. . . an extraordinary musician”  
— Washington Post
“Tchekmazov. . . .impressed his audiences with
a big, warm tone and Russian brand of virtuosity”
—  Strad Magazine
“. . . a composer twice Spassov's age could
have been proud of the score . . . an 
astonishing achievement” 
— Ottawa Citizen

presents the second concert of its inaugural season 
featuring two of the best artists on the musical horizon

SUNDAYS AT 3:00
Michael Spassov, Artistic Director

Advance tickets $15 • At the door $20 
Tickets are available online at www.allsaints-spnj.org, 

or by calling 866-811-4111

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, NJ, 07076 • 908-322-8047

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   

www.wmlnj.org 

 P h i l l i p  L e s t e r 

This free program is open to  
Westfield Memorial Library and Mural cardholders. 

Register today. 

 Wednesday, December 6 at 7:00 pm  

 Encore Holiday Performance 

at the 

The Westfield Memorial Library 

Classical 
Guitarist, Composer,  

Recording Artist 
Returns to Library  

  to bring  
Holiday cheer. 

Toy Drive Underway
To Cheer Needy Kids
WESTFIELD – Coldwell Banker

Residential Brokerage’s Westfield
office is accepting donations of new
toys and books for its Toys-For-Tots
holiday drive to benefit needy chil-
dren during the holiday season.

All gifts collected at the Westfield
office of Coldwell Banker will be
directed to Family and Children’s Ser-
vices in Elizabeth, a private, non-
profit social service agency.

According to Kathy Shea and Faith
Maricic, co-chairwomen for the
Westfield office, all types of new,
unwrapped toys (puzzles, games, col-
oring books and stuffed animals,
among others) may be brought to
Coldwell Banker at 209 Central Av-
enue daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Every December for some 70 years,
Family and Children’s Services has
collected and distributed new toys,
gifts and food for hundreds of needy
children throughout Union County.
Today, the agency serves up to 2,000
individuals a year, half of whom are
children. The great majority of these
youths live in foster homes or city
shelters, have been neglected or abused
or live in families with total incomes at
or below the federal poverty line.

Individuals who are unable to bring
their toys to the office may call (908)
233-5555 to arrange for them to be
picked up. The final date for toy col-
lection is Friday, December 15.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Announces Blood Drive

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will conduct a com-
munity blood drive on Saturday, De-
cember 9, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The church is located at Martine and
LaGrande Avenues.

To sign up for the drive, please call
Joanne at (908) 322-3371. Walk-ins
also will be welcome. For questions
about eligibility, please call (800) 933-
2566.

Fanwood Lions Club
To Begin Tree Sale

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Lions
Club will hold its annual Christmas
Tree Sale at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood beginning this Saturday,
December 2. Douglas Firs, Fraziers,
Balsams, roping and wreaths (deco-
rated and undecorated) will be avail-
able for purchase.

The sale hours will be 6:30 to 9
p.m. weeknights and 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays. Additionally,
unwrapped toys will be collected at
the lot for the United Family and
Children’s Society of Plainfield.

Proceeds from the sale are donated
to various local organizations, the
visually impaired and to local high
school students in the form of schol-
arship aid to college.

Holiday Concert Set
At Fanwood Church
FANWOOD – In the preparatory

spirit of Advent, the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will present a holi-
day concert of spiritual and secular
Christmas music on Wednesday, De-
cember 6, at 7 p.m.

Some of the organ pieces to be
played by Minister of Music Robert
Gangewere, Jr. are “White Christ-
mas” and “Silver Bells.” He also will
direct the youth handbell choir, the
Westminster Ringers, in performing
“The Angels’ Song” and “Yuletide
Medley,” among other selections.

Special desserts, teas, flavored
coffees and cider will be served in
the dining room following the re-
cital. A freewill offering will be re-
ceived.

For more details, please call the
church office at (908) 889-8891. The
Fanwood Presbyterian Church is lo-
cated at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues and is wheel-
chair accessible.

MOTHER SETON REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

Peppermint Boutique

CRAFT FAIRCRAFT FAIRCRAFT FAIRCRAFT FAIRCRAFT FAIR
December 2nd, 9am – 4pm

KITCHEN OPEN ALL DAY

Valley Road, Clark
GSP Exit 135

opposite Crowne Plaza Hotel

•FREE ADMISSION•
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CSH Photography Exhibit
To Debut This Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Auxil-
iary to the Board of Trustees of
Children’s Specialized Hospital
(CSH) will welcome the New Jersey
Photography Forum’s annual juried
photography exhibit to the CSH fa-
cility at 150 New Providence Road in
Mountainside. The exhibit will be on
display from Saturday, December 2,
through Saturday, February 3.

All photographers from the metro-
politan area were invited to submit
two prints to be considered for exhibi-
tion. Approximately 50 photographs
were selected for exhibition. Nancy J.
Ori and Michael Creem, co-founders
of the forum, curated the show.

The judges were Susan Hockaday,
an artist and photographer; Bill
Westheimer, a fine art and commer-
cial photographer, and David H.
Wells, an award-winning freelance
photographer who specializes in edi-
torial, commercial and location pho-
tography.

Now in its 12th year, the New Jersey
Photography Forum is dedicated to
furthering the interests of professional
and serious photographers living or
working in New Jersey. After the win-
ners are selected, the exhibit travels to
venues throughout New Jersey.

Also exhibiting during December
and January will be two photogra-
phers with more personal connec-
tions to the hospital. JenFu Cheng
practices pediatric rehabilitation
medicine on the staff of CSH.

An avid climber, hiker and scuba
diver, he sees photography as a means
of exploring new facets of each sport
as well as communicating to others
his love of the outdoors. He also runs
a non-profit organization that intro-
duces children with disabilities to
rock climbing.

The other exhibiting photographer
will be Sharon Sinton, a special edu-
cation teacher and a library/media
specialist. She is the daughter of Judy
Langholtz, a long-time Auxiliary vol-
unteer. Her photographs have been
instrumental in inspiring her special
education students.

Visitors are invited to walk the hos-
pital corridors and enjoy the exhibit
from 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Westfield Day Care
To Hold Garage Sale
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Day

Care Center will hold an indoor ga-
rage sale on Saturday, December 2,
from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. It will take
place at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield’s Westminster Hall, lo-
cated at 140 Mountain Avenue.

Items for sale will include cloth-
ing from newborn to size 14, board
games, books, strollers, high chairs
and activity centers. All proceeds
from the sale will benefit the center’s
scholarship program.

The Westfield Day Care Center is
housed on the upper floor of the
Christian Education Building of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. It
has provided care and learning expe-
riences for more than 38 years and
currently serves children ages two
through kindergarten.

The center is accredited with the
National Academy of Early Child-
hood Programs. The Academy, which
administers national, voluntary, pro-
fessionally sponsored accreditation
systems for all types of schools and
child care centers, is a division of the
National Association for the Educa-
tion of Young Children (NAEYC),
the nation’s largest organization of
early childhood educators.

To arrange a tour of the Westfield
Day Care Center or for further infor-
mation about the center’s programs,
please call Mary at (908) 232-6717.

Presbyterian Church Invites
All to Holiday Activities

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield has invited mem-
bers of the community to attend all of
its Advent and Christmas programs.

The events will commence from 5
to 7 p.m. this Sunday, December 3,
with the annual tree lighting and live
Nativity, to be held on the front lawn
of the church at the corner of West
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.

The live Nativity will feature a
reenactment of the Christmas story,
with actors portraying Mary, Joseph,
the wise men and shepherds. Live
animals, available for petting, will
complete the scene.

A special holiday music ensemble
and chorus will lead a carol sing.
The McCall family, which includes
Jennifer, Steven and their sons Jack
and Tom, has been chosen to light
the Christmas tree at 7 p.m. Follow-
ing the tree lighting, all attendees are
welcome to have refreshments in
Westminster Hall.

Weekly Advent prayer services will
be held on Tuesdays from 7 to 7:30
p.m. in the Chapel on December 5, 12
and 19. These services will offer an
opportunity for reflection. Seminar-
ians from Princeton Seminary will
preach and the Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated at each service.

Children from kindergarten

through fifth grade are invited to an
Advent Adventure on Wednesday,
December 6, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
in the church’s Assembly Hall.
Youngsters will have an opportunity
to make a crèche, “meet” Mary, Jo-
seph and others present at the Nativ-
ity and enjoy dinner. The cost is $5
per child and advance reservations
are required. To register, please call
the church office at (908) 233-0301.

An Advent Candlelight Carol Ser-
vice is scheduled for Sunday, De-
cember 17, at 7:30 p.m. in the church.
It will feature the Chancel Choir as
well as guest instrumentalists.

A Family Christmas Eve Service at
5 p.m. will include a children’s pag-
eant and a Nativity tableau comprised
of the church’s youth members. The
combined children’s choirs will per-
form special carols during the service.

Identical Candlelight Services with
Communion will be held at 8 and 11
p.m. in the sanctuary. The Chancel
Choir will sing and the handbell choir
will ring bells at both services. The
congregation will sing traditional car-
ols interspersed with readings of
Christmas gospel passages.

Since Christmas Eve falls on Sun-
day this year, there will be regular
worship services at 8 a.m. in the Chapel
and 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.
Babysitting for children up to age three
will be available during the 10:30 a.m.
service. For more information, please
call the church office at (908) 233-
0301 or visit www.westfieldpc.org.

Holiday Boutique to Be Held
Saturday at Jumble Store

CRANFORD – The Junior League
of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) has
announced that its Jumble Store’s
Annual Holiday Boutique will take
place this Saturday, December 2,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The focus of this year’s event is on
new and gently used toys for young-
sters in need. Toys that have all their
parts and pieces for all ages may be
brought to the store during its regular
business hours.

The Jumble Store, a thrift and con-
signment shop wholly-owned and op-
erated by the JLEP, is located at 110
Walnut Avenue in Cranford. It is open
Tuesday through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Thursdays until
8 p.m.  For more information about
the sale, please call the Jumble Store
at (908) 276-0222.

The store also carries a variety of
new or gently used household items
and clothing for the entire family.
Proceeds from the sale of these do-
nated items fund community service
projects staffed by the league’s more
than 100 volunteer members to help
families in crisis throughout Greater
Union County.

The JLEP is a non-profit organi-
zation of women committed to pro-

moting volunteerism, developing the
potential of women and improving
their community through the effec-
tive action and leadership of trained
volunteers. Through its members, the
JLEP serves individuals and organi-
zations in need throughout Greater
Union County. Its current focus is on
families in crisis, addressing both
prevention and intervention. For more
information, or to learn about joining
the JLEP, please visit www.jlepnj.org
or call (908) 709-1177.

Holiday Events on Tap
For Adults and Youth
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will hold two holiday events for
members and non-members alike at
its Robert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The first, for active older adults, will
be held on Wednesday, December 6,
from 12:45 to 2:30 p.m. It will feature
lunch, prizes and entertainment. Indi-
viduals must sign up by Monday, De-
cember 4, at the front desk of the main
“Y” facility at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. The cost is $5 for members
and $8 for non-members. For more
details, please call Anne Baker at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 414.

The other event is the second an-
nual “Lunch with Santa” for children
and their families on Sunday, De-
cember 10. Seatings are at noon, 1
and 2 p.m. and are limited. The cost is
$3 per child ages one to nine and $5
for ages 10 and up. All proceeds will
benefit the “Y”’s financial assistance
program. Tickets can be purchased at
the following “Y” locations: 220 Clark
Street, 422 East Broad Street  and 170
Elm Street, all in Westfield. For more
details, please call Maura Ryan at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 406.

HOLIDAY FUN…A trio of future Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP)
members invite area residents to check out the Jumble Store’s Annual Holiday
Boutique this Saturday, December 2, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Operated by the
JLEP, the store is located at 110 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

Empty-Nesters Post
December 8 Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Empty-Nesters Club will hold its
regular get-together on Friday, De-
cember 8, at 7 p.m. The club is
open to “in-betweener” couples
interested in socializing at one
another’s homes for dinners, cook-
outs and similar activities, as well
as possible outings at restaurants,
plays and other attractions. For
more details, including the loca-
tion of the upcoming meeting,
please call Roberta at (908) 232-
0537 after 5 p.m.

Caregivers to Meet
On Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, December 4, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church, located on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420
ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND

PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Nov. 29
thru Tues., Dec. 5 , 2006. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the
event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

CK Mondavi
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC 1099

Due Torri
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT 999

Debit
Card

ShopRite

VODKA SCOTCH

Johnnie Walker
FAMILY OF SCOTCHES

Stolichnaya3099

GIN

Foxhorn

499ALL
TYPES

1.5 L

Glen Ellen
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT
GRIGIO 799

1.5 L

Absolut
VODKA

REG. OR FLAVORS

Johnnie Walker
BLACK LABEL SCOTCH

12-YEAR OLD

Svedka 1999

Belvedere 2599

1.75 L

Tito’s 2999
1.75 L

RUM

1.5 L

2100
1 LITER

PRICE
BREAK 2709

750 ML
PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

Beefeater Gin Hennessy VS

2700

•Chardonnay

1499

1.75 L

Wolfschmidt1399
1.75 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2599

1.75 L

Malibu 2399
1.75 L

Brugal
LIGHT OR DARK 1699

1.75 L Hendrick’s 2699

Gilbey’s 1399
1.75 L

BRANDY

BOURBON

TEQUILA

CORDIALS

Leroux Polish
BLACKBERRY BRANDY1999

Woodford
Reserve 2699

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR DARK 1299 Lazzaroni

AMARETTO 1499
1.75 L

Old Smuggler 1799

Glenfiddich
SINGLE MALT
12-YEAR OLD 3199

1.75 L

CHAMPAGNE &
SPARKLING WINES

Dom. Chandon
•BRUT
•BLANC DE NOIR1399

750
ML

Heidsieck
MONOPOLE
(BLUE TOP) 2499

750
ML

Piper Heidsieck
•BRUT
•EXTRA DRY 2999

750
ML

Zardetto
PROSECCO 999

750
ML

750
ML

1.5 L

Concannon
Limited Release
ALL TYPES 1099

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Blackstone
ALL
TYPES 899

Gallo of Sonoma
•CABERNET   *PINOT GRIS
•CHARDONNAY  •MERLOT 999

•PINOT NOIR 1099

Mark West
PINOT NOIR 999

750
ML

Rosenblum
"CUVEE" ZINFANDEL999

750
ML

Zintry
ZINFANDEL 1099

Coppola Diamond Series
•CLARET  •ZINFANDEL
•MERLOT   •SYRAH
•CHARDONNAY 1199

750
ML

1.75 L
PRICE
BREAK 2500

750 ML

Crown Royal 4199
1.75 L

Southern Comfort2499
1.75 L

Kahlua 3199
1.75 L

1.75 L

Tia Maria 1799
Chambord 2399

1.75 L

1.75 L

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

1.75 L

•DeKuyper PUCKER
SOUR APPLE 1.75 L

•Gran Gala
750 ML

•Kamora 1.75 L

750 ML

•Merlot

1999
750 ML

•Cabernet

2199
750 ML

Beer
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported
& Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
EverydayEveryday
Is At Our

1699

PRICE
BREAK

NAPA VALLEY
ALL
750 MLS

•Cabernet . . . . . . .1799

•Merlot
•Pinot Noir  . . . . .1599

•Chardonnay  . . .1499

•Fumé Blanc  . . . .1299

•URZIGER WURZGARTEN
AUSLESE . . . . . . . . .1699

•PIESPORTER
MICHELSBERG
SPATLESE  . . . . . . . .1099

•WEHLENER SONNENUHR
KABINETT  . . . . . . . . . .999

Carlo Rossi

999•VARIETALS
•GENERICS 4 L

Peter Vella
•WHITE GRENACHE  
•BLUSH  •DELICIOUS RED
•BURGUNDY  •CHABLIS 1099

5 L
BOX

•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL 1299

5 L
BOX

MondaviMondaviMondaviMondaviMondaviCarl GraffCarl GraffCarl GraffCarl GraffCarl Graff

Merryvale StarmontMerryvale StarmontMerryvale StarmontMerryvale StarmontMerryvale Starmont

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
29 30 1 2

3 4 5

Prices effective: 11/29 thru 12/5
November/December 2006

SPARKLING WINES

501
750
ML

ALL TYPES

929
1.5 L

Black SwanBlack SwanBlack SwanBlack SwanBlack SwanCook’sCook’sCook’sCook’sCook’s
PRICE
BREAK

Opici
HOMEMADE BARBERONE1299

4 L

Di Lupo
•CHIANTI (1.5L)
•PINOT GRIGIO (750ML) 999

Alamos
•CABERNET •MALBEC
•CHARDONNAY 799

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

McWilliams
ALL TYPES 799

Brancott
•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•PINOT NOIR 999

Louis Baron 999
750
ML

E&J VSOP 999

750
ML

Jack Daniels 3699

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Dewar’s
WHITE LABEL 2999

Dewar’s
12-YEAR OLD 2699

Speyburn
SINGLE MALT 10-YR OLD1999

750
ML

750
ML

Chivas Regal
12-YEAR OLD 2599

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

YOUR
CHOICE!!

•SILVER

2399
•REPOSADO

2699
•AÑEJO

2999

Milagro (ALL 750 MLS)

•GREEN
15 YEAR

OLD

4499

•GOLD
18 YEAR

OLD

5999
•BLUE

17499

(ALL
750 MLS)

2299

12-OZ. LOOSE BOTTLES

•Heineken
REGULAR OR LIGHT

•Amstel Light
•Corona

EXTRA OR LIGHT

Your
Choice!

24-
PACKS

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Guigal
•COTES DU RHONE

ROUGE 999

•CHATEAUNEUF 
DU PAPE 2999

750
ML

(Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

MarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplaceMarketplace
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– Obituaries –

Theresa J. Buban, 75, Nurse Supervisor;
Served Overseas In Korean Conflict

Carol Kennedy, 99, Active at Church;
Red Cross ‘Grey Lady’ During War

Sarah Resnick, 98, Girl Scout Leader;
Active Volunteer Throughout Her Life

Robert F. Adelaar, 97, Active Locally;
Employed In Business Management

Rev. Richard L. Smith, 89, Had Served
At Presbyterian Church In Westfield

Lucille Schork, 84, Interior Decorator;
Deborah and BPOE Auxiliary Member

Leon J. Silver, 89, Was Army Veteran;
Worked For Metropolitan Hospital Ctr.
Leon Jacob Silver, 89, of Holiday

City West in Toms River died on
Tuesday, November 21, at JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived in Queens, N.Y. before moving
to Toms River in 1982.

Mr. Silver had worked at Metro-
politan Hospital Center in New York
City as hospital project manager prior
to his retirement.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he was a member of the
Jewish War Veterans in Toms River.
He was a past member of Temple
Beth Am in Lakewood.

Surviving to cherish his memory
are his wife of 65 years, Helen (nee

Werblofsky) Silver; two daughters,
Doreen Dorfman of Aurora, Colo.
and Faye Pollack of Westfield; three
grandchildren, Lauren, Michael and
Suzanne, and a great-granddaughter,
Jackie.

Graveside funeral services were
held on Friday, November 24, at Beth
Olam Memorial Park in Lakewood.

Funeral services were under the
direction of the Belkoff Goldstein
Funeral Chapel in Lakewood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association Greater New Jersey
Chapter, 400 Morris Avenue, Suite
251, Denville, N.J. 07834.

November 30, 2006

Theresa Jean Buban (nee O’Toole),
R.N., 75, of Scotch Plains died on
Tuesday, November 21, at her home.

A native of South Boston, Mass.,
Mrs. Buban joined the Air Force Nurse
Corps after graduating from nursing
school. She was a veteran of the Ko-
rean Conflict, having served over-
seas. After her discharge from the
military, she lived in Bayonne for
many years before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1993.

In 1975, Mrs. Buban received a
master’s degree in public health ad-
ministration from Jersey City State
College. She worked actively in nurs-
ing for 42 years prior to retiring as a
Jersey City public health nurse super-
visor in 1993. Mrs. Buban was a
member of Westfield American Le-

gion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3.
She was the beloved mother of

Michael Buban of Scotch Plains and
of Susanna Bridget Finger of Virginia
Beach, Va.; the devoted grandmother
of Kathryn and Kevin Patrick Finger;
the loving sister of Josephine
Marsolais, and the dear mother-in-
law of Fred Finger.

Services were held on Saturday,
November 25, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to the
Center For Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
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Sarah Gann Resnick (nee Clinger),
98, died on Tuesday, November 21, at
Rose View Center in Williamsport, Pa.

Born on December 7, 1907 in
Milton, Pa., she was the daughter of
the late Harry R. Clinger and Flo-
rence Heinen Clinger. Sarah also was
preceded in death by her husband,
Louis L. Resnick; her stepfather,
William Burke; her brother, Henry,
and sister, Virginia McMurtrie
Bowland.

Sarah graduated from Linden Hall
in Liditz, Pa. in 1925 and then from
Scudder Finishing School in New
York City.

She lived for many years in
Manhasset, N.Y. and in Westfield. In
Manhasset, she was very involved
with many charities and was an out-
standing Girl Scout leader. While in
Westfield, Sarah volunteered at the
Muhlenberg Adult Day Health Pro-
gram in Plainfield.

An avid volunteer throughout her
life, Sarah was honored by being
named Union County, N.J. Volunteer
of the Year in 1989. Sarah also was an
active member of the Westfield “Y.”
Some of the things she loved were her

cats, the family cabin on Pine Creek,
Pa., hiking, camping, ballroom danc-
ing and flying small planes.

Sarah is survived by her children,
Sarah Lex, Florence Benjamin and
Henry Markle Resnick, and by her
grandchildren, Sally Brennan, Linda
Gehrlein, Bill Benjamin, Paulette
Trimble, Michael Benjamin, Danielle
Benjamin, Richard Resnick, Chrissie
Resnick and Mark Resnick; 14 great-
grandchildren and five great-great-
grandchildren.

Private graveside memorial services
and interment will be held at Milton
Cemetery in Milton, Pa. at a time to be
arranged by the family. Flowers will
be provided by the family.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to either the
Westfield Area “Y,” 220 Clark Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or to
Muhlenberg Adult Day Health Pro-
gram, Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center, Park Avenue and Randolph
Road, Plainfield, N.J. 07061.

Arrangements are by Dale E. Ranck
Funeral Services, 125 North Front
Street, Milton, Pa. 17847.

November 30, 2006
Carol Rollinson Kennedy, 99, of

Pinellas Park, Fla., formerly of
Westfield, died on Friday, November
17, in Pinellas Park.

Born in Elizabeth, she graduated from
the Vail-Deane School there and was a
past president of its Alumnae Board.
Mrs. Kennedy and her husband, the late
Logan L. Kennedy, moved to Westfield
in 1956. He died in 1962.

Mrs. Kennedy was active in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
in the Presbyterian Women. During
World War II, she served as a “Grey
Lady” for the American Red Cross at
Muhlenberg Hospital in Plainfield and
Bellevue Hospital in New York City.

She is survived by her daughter,
Carol Linn Cavaliere of Largo, Fla.; a
grandson, Robert Logan Sleesman of
Pinellas Park, Fla.; a niece, Mary
Guion Corliss of California, and two

great-grandchildren, Ashley and Lo-
gan Sleesman of Pinellas Park.

A memorial service will be held at
3 p.m. on Saturday, December 9, in
the chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, followed by a reception
in the Christian Lounge.

Arrangements are by the Osgood-
Cloud Funeral Home in Pinellas Park.

Condolences may be sent to Carol
Linn Cavaliere, Ranchero Village,
Unit 365, 7100 Ulmerton Road,
Largo, Fla. 33771-5147.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or to the Pres-
byterian Women, in care of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090.
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The Reverend Richard L. Smith,
89, of Lancaster, Pa. died on Thurs-
day, November 23, at his residence.

Born in Donora, Pa., he was the
son of the late V. Lloyd and Mabel
Robe Smith.

Reverend Smith had been a Pres-
byterian minister at the First Presby-
terian Church in Manchester, N.H.,
an assistant pastor at the Takoma Park
Presbyterian Church in Washington,
D.C. and an associate minister at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
33 years. He attended the First Pres-
byterian Church in Lancaster.

He was the husband of the late
Julia Baile Smith, who died in 1996.

Surviving are two sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Richard L., Jr. and Anne

D. Smith of Bellevue, Wash. and R.
Mark and Roxanne Hagenbach
Smith of Hummelstown, Pa.; a
daughter and son-in-law, Nancy S.
and Richard Martinez of Wooster,
Ohio; four grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren, and a sister,
Vivian Gay of Fairfield, Calif.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, November 25, at Willow
Valley Manor North in Lancaster.

Arrangements were by the
Kearney A. Snyder Funeral Home in
Lancaster.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the First Presbyterian
Church, 140 East Orange Street,
Lancaster, Pa. 17602.
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Robert Fulton Adelaar, 97, of
Westfield died on Monday, Novem-
ber 13, at his home.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on October
16, 1909, he spent his childhood in
Bay Ridge, N.Y. Robert attended
Brooklyn College, Fordham Univer-
sity School of Business and Colum-
bia University. He served in World
War II with the United States Marine
Corps from 1943 to 1946.

Robert was associated with The Air
Reduction, Standard Brands and Stone
& Webster Corporations during a long
career in business management.

He was married to Magdalena
Depardieu Adelaar, his wife of 64
years, who is recently deceased. Rob-
ert, who lived in Westfield for more
than 50 years, supported his commu-
nity as a member of the Westfield
Booster Association and an Elder of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Robert was known for his participa-

tion in Westfield Road Runs during his
70s and dog walks in Tamaques Park
through his 90s. He was an active mem-
ber of the Westfield Area Old Guard.

Surviving are his three sons, Dr.
Robert S. Adelaar and his wife, Carol,
of Richmond, Va., Dr. Peter L. Adelaar
of Springfield, Mass. and Richard D.
Adelaar and his fiancée, Katherine,
of Westfield; four grandchildren,
Kimberly, Stephen, Dana and Kaitlyn,
and two great-grandchildren, Whitney
and Riley Ann.

A memorial service will be held at
1 p.m. on Saturday, December 2, at
the Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations be directed in
memory of Robert Adelaar to: Hos-
pice Unit, Atlantic Homecare and
Hospice, 33 Bleeker Street, Millburn,
N.J. 07041.
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Lucille “Jane” Schork, 84, of
Harrisonburg, Va. died on Friday,
November 24, at Rockingham Me-
morial Hospital in Harrisonburg. She
had been in declining health for a
number of years.

A daughter of the late Hugh Eldridge
and Edna Zimmerman Prine, she was
born May 24, 1922 in Chicago, Ill.
She lived most of her life in Westfield
and Point Pleasant Beach, N.J.

Mrs. Schork received an Associate
in Fine Arts degree from Virginia Inter-
mont College in 1942 and was an inte-
rior decorator. She was a long-time
member of Deborah Heart Hospital
Auxiliary and the Ladies Auxiliary of
BPOE Elks Lodge No. 1698 in Point
Pleasant, N.J. Additionally, she was an
avid bridge player and enjoyed work-
ing crossword puzzles in her later years.

On February 20, 1943 she married
Frederick H. Schork, who preceded

her in death on December 26, 1985.
She is survived by two daughters,

Sharon Ann Layman of Dayton, Va.
and Robin Ann DeRosa of Lakewood,
N.J.; a sister, Alta Phelps of Brick, N.J.;
five grandchildren; three great-grand-
children; five nephews and one niece.

There will be no visitation. Mrs.
Schork’s body was cremated and her
remains will be interred at the
Laurelton Baptist Church Cemetery
in Brick, N.J. at a later date.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Harrisonburg Rescue Squad or
the Ladies Auxiliary of BPOE Elks
Lodge No. 1698, P.O. Box 1069, Point
Pleasant, N.J. 08742.

The Lindsey Funeral Homes and
Crematory in Harrisonburg, Va. is
handling the arrangements.

E-mail condolences may be sent to
lindseyfh@alderwoods.com.
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Heinz K. Fleck, 78, Was Businessman;
Lions President and Church Elder

Heinz K. Fleck, 78, of Scotch Plains
died on Wednesday, November 22, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Apolda, Germany in 1928,
he emigrated from Sweden to the
United States in 1956. He and his
wife, Ursula Fleck, were long-time
residents of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Fleck lived a very active life.
Before immigrating to the United
States, he worked as a textile engineer
in Germany, Italy, Turkey and Swe-
den. His position as chief engineer for
Stoll, a German knitting machine
manufacturer, gave him the opportu-
nity to travel and work throughout the
North American continent.

In 1959, three years after immi-
grating to the United States, Mr. Fleck
established the Fleck Knitwear Co.,
Inc. of Plainfield. Subsequently, he
established Fleck Realty Corporation
in 1961 and the Permoka Corporation
of New Jersey in 1963.

An active member of the commu-
nity, he was a past president of the

Fanwood Lions Club; an Elder of the
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield; a member of the
Deutscher Club of Clark and chair-
man of the trustees of the Plainfield
Gesang und Turn-Verein. He also was
a past director of the National Knitted
Outerwear Association.

Surviving, in addition to his wife
Ursula, are two daughters, Karin
Yoshimura of Bridgewater and
Monica Henkel of Berwyn, Pa.; his
son, Peter Fleck of Fanwood, and
nine grandchildren.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, November 26, at the Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church Stone-
work Fund, 716 Watchung Avenue,
Plainfield, N.J. 07060.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Temple Emanu-El to Present
‘Night at the Auction’ Dec. 9
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-

El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield, will present the second
annual “Night at the Auction: Chai
Five” on Saturday, December 9. The
doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

The event will feature a silent auc-
tion and a live auction with auction-
eer Jon Bramnick, state assembly-
man and four-time winner as the Fun-
niest Lawyer in New Jersey.

Participants will have an opportunity
to enjoy lavish hors d’oeuvres, a buffet
and desserts. There also will be a full
open bar. Adding to the festivities will
be a light-hearted “Roast and Toast”

honoring Rabbi Douglas Sagal.
Among the auction prizes will be a

Shinnecock Golf Fantasy; a guitar
signed by the legendary Allman Broth-
ers Band; the chance to play golf with
an NBA legend; New York restaurant,
Broadway and sports outings; designer
jewelry and clothing and an
autographed “Sopranos” pilot script.

Also offered will be a backstage
tour of MTV University Studios to
meet with MTV-U VJs and sit in on
a taping of MTV’s popular show
“TRL – Total Request Live.” (This
tour is for up to 10 people 16 years or
older with at least one adult chaper-
one in the count).

“Night at the Auction” will sup-
port Lifelong Learning programs at
Temple Emanu-El. The cost is $90
per person. Cocktail attire is re-
quested.

Valet parking will be available.
Credit cards and checks will be ac-
cepted for payment. For more infor-
mation or to make reservations,
please call (908) 232-6770.

Boy Scouts Reveal
Wreath Sale Dates

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
will sell decorated wreaths, white pine
roping and, by special order, grave
blankets on Saturday and Sunday,
December 2 and 3, and Sunday, De-
cember 10, from 9 a.m. to noon.

The sale will be located in the St.
Paul’s Church parking lot at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Anyone
unable to travel and who would like a
wreath or roping delivered may call
(908) 447-4880 prior to December 2
between 1 and 6 p.m. daily.

Donald M. Snyder, 98, Innkeeper;
Operated Landscaping Business

Donald M. Snyder, 98, of
Landgrove, Vt., formerly of Scotch
Plains, died on Saturday, November
25, at his home.

Born in Garwood, N.J. on May 13,
1908, he was the son of Susan and
Daniel Snyder. He attended Rutgers
Horticulture School.

For many years he operated the
Don Snyder Landscaping Service in
the Westfield area. During the holi-
day season, he supplied many of his
customers and florists with fresh cut
Christmas trees and greens from Ver-
mont. He also was a partner in the
Loveland Fuel Co. in Cranford.

Donald served as organist for the
Garwood Presbyterian Church dur-
ing the early 1940s and later for the
Landgrove Community Church. He
also enjoyed playing for family and
friends at home.

Always looking for a new venture,
Donald opened the J-Bar Lodge in
Landgrove, Vt. in 1960, open only
during the winter season for skiers. In
1970, he moved to Landgrove, where

he and his son and family began oper-
ating the inn, now known as The
Village Inn, year-round. The family
inn-keeping business flourished for
42 years and Donald enjoyed hosting
the many guests over the years.

Donald was predeceased by his wife
of 71 years, Else, in January.

He is survived by his four sons, Daniel
R. Snyder of Doylestown, Pa., D. Jay
Snyder of Landgrove, Vt., Douglas P.
Snyder of Raphine, Va. and Thomas H.
Snyder of Cornelius, N.C., as well as
nine grandchildren, six step-grandchil-
dren and 16 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held in
Landgrove on Sunday, May 13, 2007.
If friends desire, memorial gifts in
Don’s memory may be made to the
Mountain Valley Health Center, P.O.
Box 310, Londonderry, Vt. 05148. E-
mail condolences may be sent to
jksnyders@gmail.com.

Arrangements are under the care of
Brewster Funeral Service in Manches-
ter, Vt.
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County Clerk to Give Talk
On Courthouse’s Dome

WESTFIELD – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi will discuss “A
Rediscovered Treasure – The Union
County Courthouse Dome” at the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon on December
6 at noon. It will take place at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Ms. Rajoppi’s talk will focus on the
1903 classical Union County Court-
house that houses a secret. Obscured
by a 1960 drop ceiling and fourth-
floor construction, the original dome
lies invisible to visitors. Ms. Rajoppi
will show photographs and architec-
tural drawings of the dome.

Ms. Rajoppi has served as Union
County Clerk since 1995. In fulfill-
ing her many duties and responsibili-
ties, she manages annual revenue of
more than $30 million. Prior to be-

coming Union County Clerk, she had
served as Union County Register of
Deeds and Mortgages from 1984 to
1995.

She also served as assistant secre-
tary of state for Governor Brendan
Byrne; as freeholder chairwoman and
as Springfield Township mayor and
councilwoman – the first woman to
hold each of these positions. Ap-
pointed to the Presidential Commis-
sion Scholars by President Jimmy
Carter, she also is the award-winning
author of “Women In Office: Getting
There and Staying There.”

A telephone committee will con-
tact regular attendees of the luncheon
to verify their reservations. Space
permitting, others may attend as well.
Interested persons are asked to call
(908) 233-2930 by noon on Monday,
December 4.

Joan MacIntosh, 86, Worked For VNA;
Came to America Aboard Queen Mary
Joan Oates MacIntosh, 86, of Bask-

ing Ridge died on Monday, Novem-
ber 20, at Fellowship Village in Bask-
ing Ridge.

Born and raised in Salisbury, En-
gland, she met her husband, Wallace
W. MacIntosh, while he was stationed
in Salisbury with the United States
Army, Harvard Medical Corp, during
World War II.

They were married in 1944 and she
came to the United States in April
1946 aboard the Queen Mary. She
became a United States citizen in
1948. Mrs. MacIntosh had lived in
Fanwood for 33 years before moving
to Fellowship Village 10 years ago.

Prior to retiring, Mrs. MacIntosh
had been employed with the Visiting
Nurse Association at Muhlenberg
Hospital in Plainfield. Earlier, she had
worked for Lloyds Bank in England
and, after coming to the United States,

at Wood Typewriters in Plainfield.
She was a long-time member of the

Congregational Church in Plainfield,
where she served as a deacon and was
active with many committees.

Her husband predeceased her in 1988.
Surviving are her son, Neil C.

MacIntosh, and his wife, Jean, of
Pottersville; her daughter, Janet M.
Wright of Walnutport, Pa.; her sister,
Mary Gunn of Shrewsbury, England;
her sister-in-law, Joyce Oates of
Dorset, England, and two grandchil-
dren, Kathleen Malone of New York
City and David Shields of Bedminster.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, December 2, at
the Pottersville Reformed Church,
Black River Road, Pottersville, N.J.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
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Bender Volunteers
At Connecticut College

WESTFIELD – Jessica Bender, a
freshman at Connecticut College, is a
volunteer for Project Kids, Books,
Athletics (KBA). She volunteers
through the Office of Volunteers for
Community Service (OVCS) at Con-
necticut College. OVCS plays a key
role in teaching students about com-
munity engagement and the best prac-
tices of participation.

Jessica, a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School, is the daugh-
ter of Sherri and James Bender of
Westfield.

Project KBA promotes reading and
physical fitness in the children of
New London. Students complete a
training program, work in teams with
other Connecticut College students
and travel to schools and community
after-school programs. They lead a
series of structured physical fitness
activities and read multicultural sto-
ries with local preschool, elementary
and middle school-age youth.

 More Community/Education
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MOTION SENSORS…Franklin Elementary School students were recently treated
to a unique “Poetry in Motion” experience performed by David Zucker from
Young Audiences of New Jersey and sponsored by the PTO Cultural Arts
Committee. Mr. Zucker brought poems to life using assorted props from an old
steamer trunk and combining acting, mime and other humorous theatrics to
engage the audience. Poems by Edgar Allen Poe, James Whitcomb Riley and
Lewis Carroll were among the works presented. Above, Mr. Zucker performs
with props from his trunk of tricks.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Overachieving Students
Crack Under Pressures

By KATE McGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since I began writing for The
Westfield Leader, I feel as if the “Stu-
dent View” has simply been a place
for me to vent to the world my frustra-
tions with society, especially regard-
ing college, SATs, etc.

Well, after finishing Alexandra
Robbins’ “The Overachievers: The
Secret Lives of Driven Kids,” I feel it
is only necessary that I once again
voice my opposition to the direction
which the American educational sys-
tem has gone and its effects upon
students, their parents and society in
general.

On December 15, I, along with a
large number of high school seniors
who applied to college Early Deci-
sion or Early Action, will learn which
colleges selected them into their class
of 2011.

All have worked diligently for the
past four years, taking the toughest
AP and honors courses, cramming as
many extracurriculars under their
belts, taking multiple SAT practice
courses, and more, just to receive that
one letter of acceptance. In “The
Overachievers,” Robbins infiltrates
the cutthroat educational culture that
has taken over American society by
following high school students as they
slowly crack under the pressures of
college applications, sports,
extracurriculars, parents and friends.

Robbins addresses the hype which
American society has placed upon
being accepted into the top colleges
in the nation, and through startling
statistics and facts questions the fu-
ture of American society if these
methods are to continue.

Today, the ideal student must get
straight A’s, be a varsity athlete, ob-
tain a leadership position in every
club of which he or she is a member,
volunteer everywhere, while simul-
taneously managing a wild social life.

Although these students are ac-
cepted to some of the top schools in
the nation, Harvard, Stanford,
Dartmouth, Penn and Duke, to name
a few, the high school years have
become four years of torture, produc-
ing stressed out, sleep deprived, so-
cially inept teenagers.

Robbins addresses many factors
that have contributed to our society’s
intense focus upon education, namely
involving the rising standards of col-
leges, an increase in students com-
peting for the highest averages and
the parents who add pressure upon
their children.

Today, there is an insurmountable
pressure to attend Ivy League schools
and colleges comparable to their repu-
tation. Parents feel the need to begin
as early as possible, enrolling their
toddlers in private pre-schools with
intensive application processes.

Toddlers who are unfocused or shy
are usually denied. Yet, honestly, how
many toddlers are there who are truly
focused on the task at hand? Earlier
and earlier, children are losing their
childhoods and are being corralled
into intensive schooling instead of

enjoying their youth.
When students finally reach high

school, they are instantly met with
the pressures of high GPA’s, honors
courses, PSAT’s, sports and other
extracurriculars. As students reach
junior and senior year, they become
sleep deprived, functioning solely
upon energy drinks like Red Bull to
get them through the day.

Robbins reported that while teen-
agers need an average of nine-and-a
half hours of sleep per night, many
get six or fewer. In order to stay
awake, these teens begin abusing pre-
scription drugs to remain focused.
The ADD medication, Adderall, is
considered an “academic steroid.”

Robbins reported, “The drugs en-
hance wakefulness, delay time to fa-
tigue when someone’s doing a diffi-
cult task and increase ability to stay
on things. The drug allows them to
learn more.”

Students also are so cutthroat to
receive A’s that they do anything to
get 100 percent, even cheat. The at-
mosphere has become so focused on
getting A’s that students are less fo-
cused on genuinely learning.

While the pressures of colleges,
rigorous high school courses and stu-
dent competition are major factors,
parents place a significant amount of
pressure on their child to succeed in
everything so that they will be ac-
cepted into the best college.

Throughout “The Overachievers,”
many of the students that Robbins
interviewed were often annoyed or
embarrassed by parents who “name
dropped” universities or bragged
about their own kid’s SAT scores.
They constantly complained of par-
ents who ask the infamous questions,
“Where are you applying?” “Where
are you going to school?” “What are
your SAT scores?”

Parents, as well as students, place
so much emphasis on the name of a
college rather than the education their
child will be receiving. Although
Robbins calls this book “The Secret
Lives of Driven Kids,” are these kids
really driven for the right reasons? Or
are they just driven by their parents
who want them to go to a “name
brand” college so they can flaunt their
intellect to the rest of society?

Although Robbins points out the
negative aspects of the college pro-
cess and how it has affected our soci-
ety, America’s education system does
not have to remain in such disarray.

Even Robbins leaves suggestions
at the end of her book, advocating for
delaying high school start times, drop-
ping class rank, limiting APs and
even reinstating recess.

For while the college process is a
stressful one, as seniors, we can still
be hopeful that we’ll end up where
we are meant to be, whether it is a
reach, target or safety school. Our
focus should be finding our own niche
in society, rather than beating out our
classmate for the top spot. Because in
the end, it’s all about being happy.

Kate, from Cranford, is a senior at
Mount Saint Mary Academy.

By DR. TED KOZLIK
Assistant Superintendent of Student Services

ANDREA LO
Supervisor Special Services K- 8

Beleaguered by property, income
and sales taxes, our educational sys-
tem is once again facing an environ-
ment that pits the needs of students in
regular education programs against
students requiring special education
and support services to achieve a
meaningful education.

One of the current proposals under
consideration by the legislature calls
for the creation of foundation aid rather
than categorical aid, which we are
now receiving from the state to offset
our special education costs. Although
what we are currently receiving is less
than sufficient, the new proposal can
potentially further reduce financial aid
to the Westfield Public Schools.

Fortunately or not, special educa-
tion programs and support services
now range in breath and scope for our
children from providing custodial/
residential care to those who are one
step away from attending an Ivy uni-
versity or any college of choice.

Try to place yourself “in the shoes”
of any parent of a child with an overt
or hidden disability. It is not an easy
walk. Virtually all parents and their
children have a dream, hope and vi-
sion for the future. Parents with se-
vere or mildly disabled children also
have a vision, dream and aspirations
for their sons and daughters.

The onset of a disabling condition
may be known since birth, or it may
occur in elementary, middle and/or
high school years. The statistics are
staggering: in New Jersey alone, more
than 16.8 percent of our student popu-
lation requires special education and
support services. The same holds true
for our students who will attend the
proposed Early Childhood Learning
Center at Lincoln School.

Conceptually, the Early Childhood
Learning Center, a key proposal in
the upcoming bond referendum of
January 23, presents a magnificent
opportunity for all students. It creates

A Time to Step Up to the Plate

Lions and Tiny Tim Fund
Team to Aid Local Student

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Tiny Tim Fund re-
cently joined forces to help a visu-
ally impaired high school student
keep up with her studies through a
special gift.

Jaclyn Petrow,
a student at
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High
School, lost most
of her eyesight as
the result of an
illness earlier in
her life. One of
Jaclyn’s neigh-
bors, Adam
Rothenberg, is a
member of the
Scotch Plains
Lions Club and
thought the club
might be able to
help her.

While Lions
Clubs address a
variety of needs
in their commu-
nities, their par-
ticular focus is
on helping the
blind and visually impaired.

Barbara Anilo, the president of the
Scotch Plains Lions Club, also is presi-
dent of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Tiny Tim Fund. A non-profit corpo-
ration, it operates exclusively for the
charitable purpose of providing fi-
nancial assistance for medically needy

children. One of its biggest fundraisers
is caroling during the holiday season.

The two organizations began work-
ing together to buy Jaclyn a portable
CCTV system. It is equipped with a
camera with a zoom lens that en-

larges things on
the blackboard,
slide projectors
and textbooks
and puts the in-
formation di-
rectly onto a
laptop com-
puter. The lec-
ture notes and
texts can thus be
stored in an en-
larged readable
form for study-
ing and prepar-
ing for examina-
tions.

During a joint
dinner meeting
of the Scotch
Plains Lions
Club and the
Tiny Tim Fund,
Jaclyn demon-
strated how the
CCTV system

works.
There are more than 1.4 million

members active in more than 43,000
Lions Clubs worldwide. For more
information on the Scotch Plains Li-
ons Club or if interested in attending
a meeting, please call Ms. Anilo at
(908) 322-4472.

SPECIAL BOND…Barbara Anilo, right,
president of the Scotch Plains Lions Club
and the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Tiny Tim
Fund, and Lorraine Chaillet, left, of the
Tiny Tim Fund watch as Jaclyn Petrow
demonstrates the CCTV system she received
through the local organizations’ efforts.

Kean Univ. Receives $2MM
Ruth Horowitz Estate Gift

UNION – Kean University and the
Alumni Association received a $2 mil-
lion donation from the estate of Ruth
Rhoda Socol Horowitz.

Foundation President Doug Nelson
said, “Throughout her distinguished
life, the late Mrs. Horowitz cherished
Kean University. She was always de-
lighted to trumpet everything that her
alma mater (then known as Newark
Normal School) brought her — a

college diploma, an honorary doctor-
ate and, most importantly, a highly
successful and rewarding career in
education that exceeded 50 years.

“In addition to her kind words,
Ruth had an extremely generous heart,
which led her to make multiple major
gifts to Kean over the years – the most
significant of which has been revealed
in the recent months since her 2005
passing.”

Mr. Nelson said, “This gift is a
wonderful act of kindness from a
truly wonderful person. Ruth has
proven to be a true friend and sup-
porter of the university, and through
her generosity, we can further our
mission for many years to come.”

Prior to her estate donation, she
also established a scholarship in the
name of herself and her late husband,
Leon, and she contributed to having
both the university’s alumni house
and a lecture hall named in her honor.
The Ruth Horowitz Alumni House
serves as home to the alumni associa-
tion, as well as a conference and
banquet hall. The lecture facility is
fittingly located in Hennings Hall,
home of the university’s College of
Education.

Alumni Association President Ed
Esposito said, “I was fortunate enough
to call myself a close friend of Ruth,
and she was always one of the most
humble, caring and giving people
whom I’ve ever had the pleasure of
knowing. This donation is the ultimate
example of her love for her alma mater.”

Plans for utilization of the dona-
tions have not yet been announced.

PELLET PREPARATION...To play the prey/predator game during their class
trip to the Kateri Environmental Center in Wickatunk, third and fifth graders at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison dissected owl pellets to discover what
an owl eats. The students found bones and fur in their pellets. Pictured, above, is
Gregory Schwartz of Westfield.

a meaningful opportunity for our pre-
school and self-contained kindergar-
ten pupils to be in an environment
with more appropriate-aged peers.
Support personnel would have the
opportunity to provide pull-out ser-
vices and in-class support services to
buttress the learning and achievement
for all students.

The physical layout of the school
will be designed for young students.
The preschoolers will be included in
age appropriate assembly programs.
There will be a playground with de-
velopmentally appropriate equipment
and physical education will be pro-
vided in the gymnasium.

For the past several years,
Westfield’s preschool disabled pro-
gram has been housed at the Edison
Intermediate School, where there have
been limited opportunities for
mainstreaming with near-aged peers.

The Early Childhood Learning
Center will provide an arrangement
that will allow the special education
teachers to collaborate and plan with
regular, early childhood education
teachers, speech language special-
ists, occupational therapists, physi-
cal therapists and specialists on a
consistent basis.

This will also help when the time
comes to transition special education
students into the regular education
program.

In all of this, there are significant
short-term and continual cost saving/
benefits to the district in relation to
out-of-district tuition, transportation
and support services expenditures.

It is anticipated that the district
would realize cost savings in excess
of $200,000 yearly. Let us move for-
ward to advance the learning, achieve-
ment and equity interests for all our
children in the Early Childhood
Learning Center at Lincoln School.

While there is a price tag, there is a
nobility and sense of pride to do what
is “right for kids” while positively
impacting learning and experiences
for generations to come.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
Presents Keynote at Kean U.

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Environmental advo-
cate, law professor and radio announcer
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. presented the
keynote address at Kean University
for the Technology Transfer Goes
Green Conference on November 17.

Speaking to a rapt audience of stu-
dents, faculty, environ-
mental experts and poli-
ticians at the Wilkins
Theatre, Mr. Kennedy
was introduced by Dr.
Dawood Farahi, presi-
dent of the university.

Dr. Farahi said, “As a
leader who selflessly and
tirelessly fought” for the
environment, “(Mr.
Kennedy)  was named
Time magazine’s ‘Healer
of the Planet’,” he added.

“I am so happy to see
so many of my political friends. Cory
Booker, thank you for the energy you
put in to solve people’s problems,”
Mr. Kennedy said.

He then spoke about the impact of
environmental preservation has on
humanity, saying “the worst thing we
can do is make the environment a
partisan issue…I am not criticizing
President Bush because he is a Re-
publican and I am a Democrat. I am
critical because he has done many
wicked things (to the environment).”

Mr. Kennedy blamed the press for
not making environmental advocacy
a priority, saying, “we have an indo-
lent and negative press, who have let
down the people.”

He talked about how he has spoken
in “blue states and red states” and learned

that “80 percent of Republicans are
Democrats and don’t even know it.”

He then said that “polluters are in
charge of the agencies who are sup-
posed to protect public lands.”

He spoke about Riverkeeper, “an
advocacy group that monitors the
Hudson River ecosystem and chal-
lenges polluters, using both legal and

grassroots campaigns,”
according to its website.
Mr. Kennedy is vice-
chairman of the board of
directors for this group.

He told the audience
that an affiliated organi-
zation, Waterkeeper, of-
fers a mercury level test
for people concerned
about the dangers of mer-
cury.

He said that fish are
unsafe to eat in 19 states,
including New Jersey,

due to a reversal of the regulation of
coal burning power plants.

“We are living in a science fiction
nightmare, here in New Jersey, be-
cause somebody gave money to a
politician,” he said.

As “emissaries of the next genera-
tion,” Mr. Kennedy said, “the future
whispers, and the present shouts.”

He said that “good environmental
policy is identical to good economic
policy” and “the investment in the
environment is an investment in in-
frastructure.”

He concluded by saying that in a
true free-market economy, people can-
not make themselves rich without
making their neighbor rich. “Polluter
fat-cats with subsidies are cheating
the free-market economy,” he said.

WF’s Fietkiewicz Named
F&M Marshall Scholar

WESTFIELD – Thirteen first-year
students at Franklin and Marshall
College have been named Marshall
Scholars.

One student is Kristina Fietkiewicz,
a graduate of Westfield High School
and the daughter of Jane and John
Fietkiewicz of Westfield.

The John Marshall Scholar Pro-
gram recognizes highly motivated
students who have demonstrated a
passion for learning, an intense inter-
est in probing specific areas of study
and superior academic achievement.
Marshall Scholars are chosen from
Franklin and Marhsall’s freshman
applicants each year, and competi-
tion for this award is highly selective.

Marshall scholars receive a $12,500
annual merit scholarship, a Macintosh

computer, the special opportunity to
apply for Marshall research grants,
performance studies or public ser-
vice abroad or in the United States,
invitation to a number of trips, lun-
cheons with faculty and other special
events throughout each year – each of
which enhances a student’s ability to
engage in personal academic pursuits.

In the past, Marshall Scholars have
traveled to England and Ireland to
study folk ballads in Celtic cultures,
Australia to research aboriginal rock
and New York to research how a liter-
ary work becomes a Broadway musi-
cal. Marshall Scholar research has
ranged from examining the effect of
insulin on protein synthesis in chick-
ens to working with the most advanced
form of nuclear magnetic resonance.

UC Announces
Scholarship Award

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains and
the Knights of Columbus Summit
Council 783 have announced that
Robert Magella of Carteret has been
named the 2006 recipient of the Eldon
M. Hammeke Scholarship.

Established in 1998, the scholar-
ship is dedicated to the memory of
Eldon M. Hammeke, a member of
Summit Council 783 since 1967. The
$1,000 scholarship is awarded every
year to an entering freshman, who
retains the scholarship for all four
years of attendance at Union Catho-
lic High School.

Grand Knight Paul Vikan, Finan-
cial Secretary John O’Brien and Grace
Hammeke presented the award to
Robert on November 14.

GLI Girls Team Up
For Uganda Charity

LEARNING TO HELP...Westfield girls and the Sundance School of North
Plainfield raise money for Kangole Girls’ Secondary School in Uganda, Africa.

WESTFIELD — The Roosevelt
Intermediate School of Westfield’s
Chapter of Girls Learn International
(GLI) and the Sundance School of
North Plainfield have teamed up to
raise money for the Kangole Girls’
Secondary School in Uganda, Africa.

Zoe Greenburg, a former Sundance
School student, is now treasurer of
her GLI chapter. She and Claire
Dorwart, whose mother, Sara Miller,
is a teacher at Sundance, approached
Sundance founders Ginny and Jeff
Tobey with the idea of working to-
gether.

According to Zoe, the goal of the
GLI is to provide human rights edu-
cation to young women currently in
middle school and high school across
the globe. “We foster global commu-
nication and cross cultural under-
standing. We encourage young
women to become advocates for posi-
tive and social change. We raise
money to help girls in less fortunate
situations with financial support and
educational supplies,” Zoe  said.

Last year, the Roosevelt chapter
raised $700, which was used to buy a
photocopy machine for the Kangole
Secondary School.

This year, sales of CDs with songs
about peace that the children are learn-
ing to sing have raised over $1,000.

To make a donation, or to learn
more about the Sundance School, call
(908) 561-5055 or visit
www.sundanceschool.net.

Pober Inducted Into
Business Honor Society

FANWOOD – Scott Joseph Pober,
the son of Alan and Celeste Pober of
Fanwood, was recently inducted into
Beta Gamma Sigma at James Madi-
son University. Scott is pursuing a
Bachelor of Business Administration
degree in accounting.

Beta Gamma Sigma, the honor so-
ciety for AACSB-accredited business
programs, encourages and honors
academic achievement in the study of
business and personal and profes-
sional excellence in the practice of
business, according to Michael Bus-
ing, faculty advisor.

Potential members are invited
based on high scholastic achieve-
ment in business subjects. To be eli-
gible for membership in Beta Gamma
Sigma, the academic ranking of those
being considered must place them in
the upper 7 percent of the junior
class, upper 10 percent of the senior
class or upper 20 percent of the gradu-
ating master’s class, according to
Mr. Busing.

MUMS THE WORD…Families of Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield
plant mums and weed and mulch school grounds to prepare for winter. Westfield
Lumber provided mulch. Mary Beyert and Ellen Cronin worked six hours to
prepare the grounds.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
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2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more
about the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness
and Wellness Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss
with you how the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional
instruction will help you achieve all your fitness and health goals.

New Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!

Our information and enrollment center is open
Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4 & Sun. 10-2

With this ad and the purchase of a membership. Hurry! Offer ends 12/17/06. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.  First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older.

Some restrictions apply.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT
TO SAVE ON PRE-GRAND
OPENING DISCOUNTS!

$150 OFF MEMBERSHIP

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital Rahway

                                                                                                   ■  On Site Nurses  ■  Initial

Health & Fitness Assessment  ■  Exercise Physiologists  ■  Individualized

Exercise  Program & Evaluation  ■  Health Education  ■  Nutritional Counseling

Weight Watchers  ■  State-of-Art Equipment  ■  Multitude of Exercise Classes

Aquatic Center  ■  Full Service Spa  ■  On-Site Cafe

                                                      ■ Sleep Better  ■  More Energy  ■  Better Quality

of Life ■  Reduce Risk of Heart Disease  ■  Lower Stress  ■  Lose Weight

Control Cholesterol Levels  ■  Control Sugar Levels  ■  Feel Better

Reduce Joint Pain  ■  Get Stronger  ■  Lower Risk of Flu
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ST. LIFER CONNECTS TO COGNETTI FOR 48-YARD TD

Junior Girls Seize 7-0 Victory
In Annual Powder Puff Game

CORNELL RUSHES 121 YARDS, TD; FERRO TD CATCH

Blue Devils Devour Cardinals
In ‘Turkey’ Grid Classic, 17-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior running back George
Cornell picked the right time to have
his best game when the Westfield
High School football team defeated
Plainfield, 17-7, in the Annual
Thanksgiving Day Classic that was
actually held on November 25 at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield.

Inclement weather forced the game
to be moved back two days but the 6-
4 Blue Devils, who grabbed their 51st
victory against 44 defeats and seven
ties in the meeting of the two teams,
which dates back to 1900 (Westfield
won 26-0), were happy to settle for a
tasty Doggy Bag.

“We were ready to play Thursday!
It was hard to practice on Friday. We
didn’t have any practice gear. We
handed it in already. We were a little
slow starting but we felt confident the
whole game,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno.

Cornell, who normally would carry
seven to eight times per game but
mostly block for Malcolm Allen,
rushed 19 times for 121 yards, in-
cluding a one-yard touchdown (TD)
plunge to seal the victory. Addition-
ally, he had several key runs for first
downs, including a 30-yard gallop
that set up his TD bash.

“It was all offensive line. The of-
fensive line played a great ballgame.
The first half, we were trying to go up
the middle but the second half we
came out a lot of guns with options.

The line made huge holes. I was run-
ning hard. It was hard for anybody
not to get a bunch of yards today,”
said Cornell.

“We had to pound the ball. We
weren’t real effective offensively, so
we had to pound, and that’s what
George does. We had to get him in the
end zone at the end,” commented
DeSarno.

The Blue Devils totaled 188 yards
on the ground and quarterback Tom
Bonard completed five of 10 passes
for 26 yards, including a 10-yard TD
strike to receiver Sean Ferro. Allen
had 19 carries for 62 yards and Bonard
made a crucial 10-yard first-down

run that laid the foundation for Ferro’s
TD reception. Bonard also booted a
22-yard field goal for the first score
of the game.

The rigid Blue Devil defense lim-
ited the 1-9 Cardinals to 35 total
yards on the ground – minus 10 in the
first half – and forced quarterback
Yuhanna Clark, who was sacked four
times, to go to the air 24 times to
make eight completions totaling 110
yards, including a six-yard TD pass
to Dyshaun Allen.

Blue Devils Ricardo Johnson and
Jack Meagher recovered Cardinal
fumbles. Ryan Yarusi recorded a

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Youth outlasted age in the Westfield
High School Annual Powder Puff game
when the junior girls scored late in the
final quarter and held off a last minute
challenge to claim a 7-0 victory at
Gary Kehler Stadium on Thanksgiv-
ing Eve. Junior Tina Cognetti grabbed
quarterback Rachel St. Lifer’s sharp
pass and bulleted 48 yards for the
winning touchdown (TD).

Last year, as confused juniors, with
respect to football strategy, the senior
girls failed miserably, using four quar-
terbacks, in a 28-0 shellacking by the
2005 seniors.

“Like the football team was re-
born, the seniors this year are re-
born,” stated coach Will Harbaugh
prior to the game. “We have a lot of
pride at stake and we are not going to
let this one slip away.”

This time, they relied mainly on the

quarterbacking of soccer standout
Julie Shelman.

“Julie’s got a great arm, quite a
cannon. She’s tough,” commented
Harbaugh who was anticipating a
wipeout in favor of the seniors.

Sheman was expected to throw to
Erin Roudebush, who Harbaugh
noted, “is a dominant force,” Lindsay
Sauerwein, Erin McCarthy and Marly
Frankel.

Junior coach John Wilt had other
ideas. “I think they are pretty full of
themselves just because they are se-
niors. We got a lot accomplished in
practice. Our girls have a lot of heart,

BRAND RUNS FOR TD, ROWBOTHAM GRABS TD PASS

Minutemen Footballers Stuff
Raiders in ‘Turkey’ Classic

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quarterback Michael Eargle and
running back Raymond Graham had
to be stopped if the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
were to knock off No. 6 Elizabeth at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on No-
vember 22. However, the 10-1
Minutemen’s speedy offense and
dominant defense did what it had to do

to grab an impressive 34-14 victory.
Eargle and Graham each plowed in

for two touchdowns. Graham com-
piled 79 yards on 15 carries.

Greg Brand led the 4-6 Raiders
with 74 rushing yards, including a
one-yard touchdown in the second
quarter, and Tom Pennella  carried
five times for 36 yards. Junior quar-
terback Mike Chervenyak completed
four passes for 57 yards, including a

nine-yard TD strike to wide receiver
Kyle Rowbotham. Junior  Keith Baker
recorded 13 tackles, senior Dave
Belford had seven and senior defen-
sive linemen Colin Campbell had five.

“It’s disappointing to lose in sports.
Not everyone can win but the one
thing about this group is that they
play hard and I love them. They show
up, they’re coachable and they are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG YARDAGE AND GREAT BLOCKING…Blue Devil George Cornell, No. 8, gained 121 yards and got great blocking
from the offensive line, especially Will Harbaugh, No. 57, and Tom Wansaw, No. 74.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE ONLY TOUCHDOWN…Junior Tina Cognetti, front, with
great blocking from Catherine Cognetti, scored on a 48-yard TD pass from Rachel
St. Lifer. The juniors defeated the seniors, 7-0, in the Powder Puff game.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDERS GANG TACKLING A MINUTEMAN…The Raider defense, including John Badala ( No. 67), Joe Blaes (No. 58),
Colin Campbell (No. 64), Greg Brand (No. 22) and Tom Pennella (No. 34) gang tackle a Minuteman.

weichert.com

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Timothy in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

LOCATION & LAND

Timothy O’Shea

FANWOOD . . . Located in Fanwood’s rapidly developing
downtown commercial/retail area.  Large lot in General
Commercial Zone.  Ideal investment for refurbishing or
rebuilding.  High traffic area with ample property for parking.
Call listing agent, Tim O’Shea at 908-654-7777 for an
appointment to see.  $795,000  (052001521)
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Girls Seize 7-0 Victory
In Annual Powder Puff Game

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The juniors went with Erin Miller
and Rachel St. Lifer as their quarter-
backs.

“She’s got a pretty good arm. She is
a good leader out there,” Wilt said of
Miller.

Wilt considered Gabe O’Leary and
Tina Cognetti to be her most likely
receivers.

“We have a lot of athletes out here,”
he said.

With a 7-0 result, defense definitely
held the upper hand but offense had a
few glimmering moments also.
Shelman began with a 14-yard QB
keeper and followed with a nifty
pitchout to Sauerwein, good for 10
yards, but junior Liz Shannon answered
loudly with an interception. After the
juniors’ offense sputtered, Claire
Bennett lofted a booming punt to the
senior 37-yard line. Junior LeAnn
Skorge added a seven-yard sack.

Also in the first quarter, Frankel
had a 13-yard run, Roudebush made
a diving catch and junior defensive
lineman Allie MacDonald flagged a
senior for a seven-yard loss.

Junior Emma Byer began the sec-
ond quarter with a 12-yard reception.
Then the juniors got tricky and pulled
off a double reverse with Alex Pecora
hooking around the left side for an
impressive gain. Junior Danielle
Infantino made a huge reception at
the senior 26 but senior Claire
Macdonald shattered the junior drive
with a head on collision with Miller.

In the second half, junior Cognetti
and senior McCarthy provided much
of the offense. Junior Steph Groast
recovered a fumble to ruin
McCarthy’s big run. Junior Tessa
Schaaf added a fine run in the fourth
quarter then Cognetti lined up on the
left side, ran a smooth hooking pat-
tern to the middle about eight yards
from the line of scrimmage, received
St. Lifer’s pass, shook a couple of
would be flaggers and was off to the
races to complete her 48-yard TD
with 6:42 remaining in the game.

The seniors added one final push,
led by McCarthy who had several big
runs but juniors Lauren Huff and
Dillon Walker pulled big flags to save
a TD. Shelman rolled right to the
junior 10 for a first down. Cognetti
and Bennett added back-to-back flags
as the ball rested on the seven then an
incomplete pass set up a fourth down.
McCarthy took the handoff, rolled
right but was forced out of bounds at
the three as time ran out.

“We were playing conservatively
most of the game, just trying to sur-
vive them. Coming into the game,
they said we didn’t have a shot at
winning but at halftime we weren’t
losing, so we knew we had a good
shot at winning,” said Wilt. “We de-
cided to go for a long pass and try to
score. Rachel made a great throw to
Cognetti. She’s a really fast girl and
she outran everyone.”
Juniors 0 0 0 7 7
Seniors 0 0 0 0 0

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

WYCHWOOD COLONIAL

Sparkling center hall Colonial located on nearly a third of an acre in Wychwood, one of Westfield’s
most sought after neighborhoods.  Beyond a traditional Colonial façade unfolds an exceptionally
light, impeccably remodeled and spacious floor plan graced with magnificent original details. A
spectacular Family Room addition features a soaring ceiling, stone fireplace, multiple windows
and French doors and opens onto 2-level deck overlooking lovely gardens.  Adjoining is a sun-
filled gourmet kitchen with high end appliances, granite counters and a large skylight-lit eating
area.  This is a lovely 5 bedroom, 4 ½ bath treasure with 3 fireplaces, 3-car Garage, 2-Zone
CAC & Heat, hard wood floors ,walk-in closets, a 1st floor suite for au pair or office, mud room
with laundry, and finished Basement with 2 REC rooms.  A wonderful family home offering
ideal entertainment space.  Offered for 1,499,990.  WSF0787

Naasa Sherbeini
Details Makes the Difference

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2003-2005

Direct (908) 301-2893
E-mail naasa.sherbeini@cbmoves.com

www.naasasherbeini.net

Old-Timers, Former Players
Stunned by Turkey ‘Rainout’

It was 10:40 a.m., Thanksgiving
morning, and Randolph Road in
Plainfield was empty. But the cars con-
tinued to pull up and ask, “Where’s the
game?” “Why aren’t they playing?”
“This rain ain’t nothing, man.” “You
have got to be kidding me!”

One car had Rah-San Bowles (WHS
’89), up from Matawan. Another had
some former Plainfield players, from
North Carolina and Rochester, N.Y.
They were there for the 102nd meeting
of WHS and Plainfield.

A car pulled up and a guy yelled out,
“No game? Where’s the rain? What’s
wrong with these people. I played in
the ’71 game at Westfield, when it was
7 degrees, and snowing and ice and
sleet. That (gosh-darn) Kehler wouldn’t
call that game off. What’s wrong with
today?”

(Former WHS coach Gary Kehler’s
philosophy, of course, was if it was on
the schedule then that’s when it should
be played. Screw the forecast and don’t
forget your umbrella and foul-weather
gear.)

Moments later another Plainfielder,
who had played in the famous 1975
Mud Bowl, a 9-6 WHS victory in a
torrential day-long downpour that pro-
duced nearly as many fumbles as yards
gained, rolled down his window and
said, “This isn’t bad weather at all.
Man, I’m still wet from that game in
’75, and that’s over 30 years ago! How
could they call it off?”

There were football games Thursday
morning in Clark (10 minutes from Hub
Stine), Kenilworth and Roselle Park. In
fact, every “traditional” Thanksgiving
game — those with 70 or more years —
was played. Bloomfield-Montclair.
Roselle-Roselle Park. Long Branch-Red
Bank. Toms River South-Lakewood.
Clifton-Passaic. Madison-Millburn.
Phillipsburg-Easton (Pa.). And
Vineland-Millville, the grandpop of ’em
all.

Only one — the second oldest in
New Jersey — wasn’t played. Appar-
ently some folks in Plainfield aren’t
that concerned with our Thanksgiving
Day tradition. It’s a shame. You don’t
play Thanksgiving games on Wednes-
day night, or the Friday or Saturday
before or after. You play them on
Thanksgiving morning. That’s what
makes the games special, and memo-
rable. For many who were home for the
holiday, this year’s memories will be of
a game they didn’t get to see.

If I’d known the WHS game was
going to be postponed, I’d have driven
to Lafayette College and paid $300 (or
more) for a $5 ticket to watch
Phillipsburg and Easton. I’d have been
the one drinking Dr Pepper from my
flask.

By the way, Easton lost its PIAA
semifinal playoff Saturday night to
Bethlehem Liberty before 11,000 fans.
Think the Red Rovers and their fans
were bummed? Think again. They won
the game they wanted the most, beating
Phillipsburg two days earlier … on
Thanksgiving morning! It’s all about
priorities, and tradition.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Saturday’s anything-but-classic 17-

7 win over Plainfield accomplished
several things. It gave WHS a 51-44-7
lead in the state’s second oldest rivalry.
It gave WHS a six-win season, as op-
posed to six wins total over the previ-
ous three seasons combined (and the
four losses were to teams with a com-
bined 34-10 record!). It got gritty full-
back George Cornell a 116-yard game
in his last game. And it put a happy face
on the finish to the 110th season of
football at WHS.

It was also a giant step in restoring
Westfield to what some of us feel is its
proper place in the fall, as a football
town. It’s nice when all the other sports
have success, too, but everything is bet-
ter when the football team is doing well.

Though it was the final WHS foot-
ball game for 19 seniors last Saturday,
the future is very bright. The junior
varsity and freshman teams were out-
standing, with victories over Elizabeth
and Irvington, two teams that must be
defeated on the varsity level in ’07.
And the PAL teams all banner seasons.

It’s almost hard to describe how much
the team will miss its captains, Will
Harbaugh and Ryan Yarusi, a couple of
“do as I do” kind of leaders. And Santo
Nardi had a monster year as a two-way
lineman. Tommy Bonard? His speed,
his arm, his kicking leg … how could he
not be missed? Add Cornell, Joe Schurig,
J.T. Sheehan, Mike Henry, C.J. Patella,
Pete Antonelli (one of the best long-
snappers ever at WHS), Jack Meagher,
Sean Ferro, Tyrell Simmons, Matt Ince,
Mark Boyd, Dan Johnson, Devon Wise,
Sam Crawford and Joe Simone. As jun-
iors, many of these guys were strictly
role players, if that. But they delivered
when their time to play came.

Next year? It’s never too early for the
Den to look ahead (remember where
you first read about a potential 6-4 sea-
son?). We say you’re looking at more
than six wins, and at least one playoff
victory. That’s assuming the players put
in the time during the off-season, as this
year’s group did. If they do, maybe I’ll
finally get my WHS-Phillipsburg game,
in a playoff matchup of New Jersey’s
two all-time winningest teams!

DEN TRIVIA
Junior Malcolm Allen led WHS this

fall with 774 yards rushing. Who was
the last WHS back to gain more yards
in a single season?

HERD AFTER GLASCO
Montel Glasco (WHS ’03) has de-

veloped into a 6-foot-3, 280-pound

defensive tackle at Lackawanna County
College in Scranton, Pa., and is being
heavily recruited by Marshall. Glasco,
who has been timed at 4.93 in his 40-
yard dash, was a three-year starter at
WHS for former coach Ed Tranchina.

A BOUNTIFUL FALL
You’d have to be a really negative

person to not have enjoyed the efforts of
the WHS athletic teams this past fall.
The final totals are in and WHS won 109
games, lost just 31, and tied four. That’s
a winning percentage of 77.7, and that’s
pretty darn good. The sport-by-sport
breakdown is: football 6-4, boys soccer
13-7-2, girls soccer 15-4-1, field hockey
7-9-1, volleyball 25-4, gymnastics 10-
0, girls tennis 15-3, boys cross-country
9-0, girls cross-country 9-0.

(And let us not forget the 10-2-1
advantage in head-to-heads with SP-F!)

There were also five Union County
Tournament championships — ten-
nis, gymnastics, volleyball, boys
cross-country and girls soccer (co-
title with SPF).

If you’re a less-than-half-full-glass
person, you might moan about only one
sectional championship (gymnastics,
though girls cross-country missed by
just two points), and no state titles. But
the Den, of course, chooses to go with
the glass more than half-full, with hopes
of more sectional and possible state
titles in the near future. The girls swim-
ming and boys tennis teams enter their
seasons as the preseason favorites to
win Group 4. And the boys swim team
looks capable of returning to the glory
days of earlier this century, when it won
state titles in 2000, ’02, ’03 and ’04.

The fall teams have set the bar high
for the winter and spring teams. But
that’s a good thing. This is, after all,
WHS, where the bar is always set high.

RIGHT INTO THE FIRE
First-year boys swim coach Jeff

Knight inherited a powerful team, one
that many consider a potential state
champion contender. The Blue Devils
will get a test right off the bat when they
travel to the Lakeland Hills Y tomor-
row for a 2:30 meet against Mountain
Lakes. The Lakers have won the last
three state Public B championships.
WHS had won three straight Public A
championships before losing in the sec-
tional final to Bridgewater the last two
years. Both WHS and Mountain Lakes
took some big graduation hits, with
each losing a swimmer to Princeton
(Pat Daurio, A.J. Walker), but each
returns a solid group of veterans. The
teams have 30 state championships
between them — WHS with 20, the
Lakers with 10.

HARDING STREET UPDATE
When the Den mentioned Mike

Venezia signing to play basketball at
Colgate last week and listed many of
the other outstanding WHS athletes
and coaches who have lived on Harding
Street, we missed several who should

have been included: the Schwarzenbeck
— Dave, Jen, Chris and Meghan —
family, Denise Comby, Brendan
Flaherty, Megan O’Brien, the Petrino
sisters, Steve Markowski, Kristina
Fietkiewicz and gymnast Kelsey
Greenfield. Man, that is one talented
street!

ROLE REVERSAL
In an interesting NJSIAA consola-

tion game back on Nov. 11, Dayton (0-
9) took on South Hunterdon (0-8). What
made the game — won 13-6 by South
Hunterdon — interesting was the fact
that both coaches, Joe Goerge of Day-
ton and Jim Meert at South Hunterdon,
were both longtime highly successful
coaches at Franklin and Hunterdon
Central, respectively. As we’ve long
said, players make the coaches as much
as the coaches make the players.

AROUND THIS DATE
Dec. 3, 1977: WHS completes an

11-0 football season with a 33-12 vic-
tory over unbeaten Barringer at Giants
Stadium in the North 2 Group 4 title
game. The crowd is reported in differ-
ent newspapers as either 32,232 or
41,871, by far still a state attendance
record.

Dec. 4, 1976: Frank Kelly runs for
128 yards, Bob McNally adds 97, and
Owen Brand returns a punt 59 yards for
a touchdown as Westfield beats
Plainfield 14-0 to wrap up a 10-0-1
season and win the North 2 Group 4
championship.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Lamont Wallace ran for 872 yards

back in 1991.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK

This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs on South Av-
enue goes to Will Harbaugh. A three-
year starter and co-captain of this year’s
football team, Harbaugh saved his very
best for the very end Saturday. With
WHS clinging to a 10-7 lead late in the
third quarter, “Wilbur” forced a fumble
on a botched potential tying field goal,
made key blocks as George Cornell
and Malcolm Allen had back-to-back
24- and 16-yard gains on WHS’s final
scoring drive, then deflected a pass on
the game’s final play that was inter-
cepted by Tommy Bonard (who classily
took a game-ending knee when the
potential for a 90-yard return was defi-
nitely there!).

The Devils of the Week this fall
were: Eddie Simmons, Lane Maloney,
Ricardo Johnson, Tom Parkinson,
Claire Bennett, Malcolm Allen, Tom
Bonard, Anna Koehler, Santo Nardi,
and Will Harbaugh. Congratulations
and don’t forget to get your free sub, if
you haven’t yet!

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic season. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints, story ideas or note-
type items at bj1019@aol.com. GO
DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Will Harbaugh

Football

so I think we can pull out a victory.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPRNTING AROUND THE SIDE…Senior Lindsey Sauerwein, front, takes the
handoff from Julie Shelman and heads toward the right sideline.
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MCCARTHY, PARKINSON, HANDZA LED IN SCORING

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Made
Huge Leap, Finished 15-4-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing with a 9-7-3 record in
2005, the Westfield High School girls
soccer team seemed not much more
than another face in the crowd when
it came to tournament time. But the
2006 Blue Devils made a huge leap to
become one of the toughest teams in
the state, were Co-Champions with
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the Union
County Tournament and finished with

a 15-4-2 record.
The Blue Devils pulled off a big, 2-

1 win over nemesis East Brunswick,
a team they have not beaten in 16
years, early in the season and also
defeated the Raiders, 2-1, in a regu-
lar-season meeting.

“A big factor in our success was our
team chemistry,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Wertheimer. “They jelled
together. For many of them, this was
their third season together. We had

strength and speed all over the field
this year. The scoring power was there,
as well as the defense.”

Ten girls received All-Union
County Coaches Poll recognition and
four received New Jersey Girls Soc-
cer Coaches Association (NJGSCA)
recognition. Senior Co-Captains
Gillian Kape and Erin McCarthy have
been nominated for All-America con-
sideration.

As sweeper, Kape literally flew all
over the field to become an unrelent-
ing master of defense. She also man-
aged to score a goal and have three
assists.

“She is one of the best defenders in
the state. Part of her strength is her
speed and her ability to position her-
self between the player and the ball.
She has good foot skills to be able to
get the ball out of pressure,” said
Wertheimer who added,” She has a
good supporting cast around her in
Lindsay Sauerwein who is very fast
and very scrappy. I would usually put
her on the other team’s strongest player.
She also had Catherine Cognetti and
Steph Cortinhal. They were able to
play off each other better.”

Offensively, the Blue Devils
outscored opponents, 72-15.
McCarthy punched in a team-leading
17 goals and added four assists. Jun-

Blue Devil V’ballers Enjoyed
Successful, 25-4, Net Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not much has changed for the al-
ways strong and competitive
Westfield High School volleyball
team. As in past years, there is no real
place to hide for opponents when
they step on the court as the Blue
Devils have played at a superior level
to stand out above the rest.

The senior-dominated Blue Devils
finished 25-4, won their first Union
county championship since 1998,
downing rival Union Catholic, cap-

tured their conference title, but, un-
fortunately, fell to Southern Regional
in the semifinals of the NJSIAA Group
4 State Tournament.

“That was a nice improvement hav-
ing accomplished becoming another
perennial county powerhouse, some-
thing that we have not been for a long
time and be able to take it to that
point,” said Westfield Head Coach
Beverly Torok.

The only other time that the Blue
Devils were at the state champion-
ship was in 2002. “We played 29
matches, entered four major tourna-
ments, county tournament and state,
so our schedule was jamb packed,”
said Torok. “Some of our highlights
included winning the Livingston tour-
nament. We played in the finals of
‘Heal the Children’ tournament then
won both the semifinal games of the
Northern Valley tournament and the
Jersey Classic tournament. We kept
on getting stronger and stronger as
we went on.”

One of the most satisfying mo-

ments of victory came when the Blue
Devils defeated Cranford, always a
big rival, in three games in Cranford.
When asked about disappointment,
Torok replied, “Our very last match
against Southern. We were very evenly
matched. We were down with a ten-
point deficit in the first game and
came back to tie it. We had a couple of
opportunities to take the match but
we could not swing that. We just did
not have our best showing that day
and of course we were disappointed
with that.”

With five seniors on the team this
season, two of them, Tri-Captain out-
side hitter Tara Daly and setter Molly
Williams, were four-year letter win-
ners.

“They have been setting and pass-
ing and were the quarterbacks of the
team that set up our offense. They
performed their duties very well and
got better and better every year,” said
Torok. “You cannot have a quality
team without a quality hitter and that
was outside hitter Erin Roudebush
who took that spot. She was a power
hitter and a go-to player, front and
back row. I will be very sorry to see
her go.”

The fourth go to player was senior
middle player Kristen Dilzell. “She
constantly improved, her timing was
very good in getting key blocks and
she was a very quality player,” said
Torok.

Westfield’s line of defense was led
by senior Tri-Captain Anna Koehler
in the libero position.

“We would not have been in half of

the games without Anna’s defense,”
said Torok. “The week of the county
finals, she had perfect serve-receive
positioning whereby she passed the
ball perfectly to the setter and we had
our choice of attacks. That is an above
and beyond stat to have and she kept
us in every single game.”

The Blue Devils will return junior
outside hitter Caroline Fallon and
powerful junior middle blocker Paige
Roudebush.

“They definitely will be our offen-
sive attackers. They already have

strong experience and have a lot
of playing time under their belt,”
said Torok.

Sophomores Cyndil Matthew
and Gabby Jakub, who have
experienced plenty of playing
time, will look to improve and
become mainstays in the lineup.

“We had a freshman, Diana
Venezia who is very athletic
and got some good playing time
in along with sophomore
Katherine Payne who also
learned a lot this year. They will
be players next year.”

Juniors Olympia Gaglioti and
Laryssa Borkowsky will be also
be in the mix and counted on
heavily.

“Laryssa came in and had
some quality serves and played
some defense for us,” said
Torok. “Every year it’s a differ-
ent year so at this time I just
don’t know what to expect. I
hope the kids improve and get
better over the summer, willing

to put it all together, have the ability
to work together and have that chem-
istry to be able to continue the tradi-
tion of winning.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Field Hockey Blue Devils Bid
Farewell to Coach McFadden

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School Physical
Education Coordinator, former soft-
ball and field hockey Head Coach
Maggie McFadden felt that the time
was ripe to redirect her energies and
ultimately have more leisure time to
dabble on the golf course after coach-
ing in the school system for more
than two decades. McFadden has also
retired as field hockey head coach.

McFadden, a 1982 graduate of

Rutgers University started her teach-
ing, field hockey and assistant soft-
ball-coaching career under Carol
Donner at the high school that same
year. After Donner retired from field
hockey McFadden was the logical
successor and accumulated a 179-
162-70 record, including appearances
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) finals in 1989, 1999 and 2002
and winning the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Championship in
1992.

“I can still remember every single
one of the teams as vividly as if they
were my last team,” said McFadden.
“We were a very small program at the
time because the soccer program in
Westfield was really taking off and
attracting a lot of girls. I remember
coaching my first couple of teams
that numbered just seventeen to
twenty-two kids, including junior
varsity.”

McFadden recalled some of her
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin (October 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL LEADING SCORER…Senior Erin McCarthy, No. 13, led the team with 17 goals, while adding four assists.
McCarthy has also been nominated for All-American consideration.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING OVER STRATEGY…Blue Devil Head Coach Bev Torok discusses strategies
with her team during a county game.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 12/3  12-4PM $533,900 MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE:  SUN. 12/3  12-4PM $729,000
Set on cul de sac with private yard in Wychwood area of Mountainside.  This quality built Colonial/Split
offers a large living room, formal dining room, first floor family room and eat-in kitchen.  The screened
porch overlooks an exceptional property.  Three bedrooms, 3 baths, finished basement and 2-car garage
complete this fabulous home.  DIR: Woodland to Wychwood to Endor #10 (052001322)

SCOTCH PLAINS RENOVATED COLONIAL $448,900

SCOTCH PLAINS CUSTOM BUILT COLONIAL $949,000 MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 12/3  12-4PM $649,900
Gracious Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout.
2-story entry foyer opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by built-
ins.  Step down to the formal dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate
dining area.  Light fills the family room through 2 walls of casement windows.  First floor bedroom off
separate hallway has full bath.  Second floor features expansive bedroom with a huge office/nursery, additional
bedroom and bath.  Walk out from the enormous finished basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard.  A
very special house awaits you.  DIR: Summit Rd to High Point #5 (052000822)

Beautiful large park-like property 70’ x 187’ on quiet street in Tamaques school & park area.  Four bedroom
Split with 1st floor family room, the formal dining room opens to a Florida room which steps out to a large
deck.  Perfect flow for entertaining, move-in condition, potential for expansion.  DIR: Rahway Ave. to
Ardsleigh Dr. #609  (052001200)

Welcome to this completely renovated three bedroom, 1 ½ bath Colonial with new kitchen, appliances,
baths, windows, siding, garage door, front steps.  Too many updates to list.  (052001407)

Come in and fall in love with this wonderful home – just professionally restyled and waiting to “wow”
your family and friends.  Set on an exquisite  cul de sac and designed on a grande scale, this elegant
Custom Colonial features a 2-story entry foyer with marble flooring and massive chandelier, 25 foot
kitchen, spectacular 27’ x 15’ family room with stone fireplace, refined living room, gracious dining
room, office/study, four generous bedrooms, walk-out lower level with great room, full entertaining
kitchen, exercise room, bonus room & more.  The deck spans the entire rear elevation & overlooks an
unsurpassed breathtaking 1.39 acres of specimen plantings, lush lawns, patios & natural wooded area.
Call for your private tour today!  (052000541)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in
effect as of 10/3/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly
during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortiz-
ing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect
of deferred interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should
ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates
quoted are as of 10/3/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $2,111/MO. BUY FOR $1,300/MO.

BUY FOR $1,882/MO.

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $3,400,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000 SF
gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of
excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid
oak staircases add convenience to luxury.  Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with fireplace, family room
with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed
ceilings.  An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops, and a butler’s
pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full
bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more.  Work with the builder now to make this house your
home!  Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283  (052001359)

BUY FOR $1,546/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Blue Devil Soccer Girls Made
Huge Leap, Finished 15-4-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Minutemen Footballers Stuff
Raiders in ‘Turkey’ Classic

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Devour Cardinals
In ‘Turkey’ Grid Classic, 17-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

seven-yard sack and teamed with
Ryan Scanlon for a six-yard sack.
Defensive tackle Santo Nardi, who
pressured Clark constantly, recorded
two sacks, including a 16-yard crush
that forced the Cardinals to punt from
their own four.

“It’s was possibly my last game. I
wanted to go out there and have the
best game of my life. I give thanks to
our families and everybody who was
with us for moral support. It was a
great experience for us,” expressed
Nardi who also noted that his quick
feet allowed him to outmaneuver the
offensive guard.

The Blue Devils appeared to have
loaded up on too much tryptophan –
known as the dream amino acid, which
is found in turkey – on Thanksgiving
Day and fumbled three times in the
first half. The Cardinals recovered two
of them and one was at the Westfield
15-yard line that set up their TD that
gave them a 7-3 halftime lead.

Cornell’s 13-yard gain on a fake
punt allowed the Blue Devils to com-
plete a 14-play, 58-yard scoring drive
that ended with Bonard’s field goal
with 11:08 left in the half. Westfield
fumbled a punt return that was recov-

ered by Rashon Roach at the 15. Four
plays later, with 5:00 left in the half,
Clark hit Allen for the six-yard TD.

Nardi’s big sack in the third quarter
gave the Blue Devils great field posi-
tion at the Plainfield 33. Ten plays
later, with 3:30 on the clock, Bonard
found Ferro for the TD.

Meagher’s fumble recovery came
as a result of a botched field goal
attempt that was blocked by
Harbaugh. Then after another Cardi-
nal drive stalled on the Westfield 45,
Cornell and Allen alternated a series
of big runs until Cornell plunged over
the goal line to make the score 17-7
with 0:47 remaining in the game. The
Cardinals made a desperate attempt
to score but Bonard intercepted
Clark’s pass as time ran out.

“I’m glad that it was seniors we
counted on to win the game for us, on
offense and on defense,” said
DeSarno.

“We were down at halftime. We
said we didn’t come this far to be five-
and-five. We were going to be six-
and-four. This was like winning the
championship,” said Cornell.
Westfield 0 3 7 7 17
Plainfield 0 7 0 0 7

fun to be around. That’s all you any-
one can ask for,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “Elizabeth is
a very good football team. Our efforts
were always there. As I told them, ‘If
losing a football game is the worst
thing in life, then God bless you.’ We
need to keep that in perspective. I
know sometimes people don’t and, as
coaches, you get frustrated since you
play in front of parents and fans. No
one got hurt, everyone played hard
and it was all about the effort.”

Elizabeth burned the Raiders with
two scores in the first quarter. The
first came on an eight play, 58-yard
drive capped by Eargle’s eight-yard
keeper with 7:22 on the clock. Five
minutes later, Graham scored on an
11-yard end-around to make the score
13-0.

Just 80 seconds into the second
quarter, Graham finished off a drive
with a one-yard TD run to extend the
lead to 20-0 but the Raiders came
back. After a nice kickoff return by
Brand, Chervenyak and his offensive
line engineered a 60-yard drive on
seven plays, including Brand’s 27-
yard scramble up the gut. Keith Baker
got a couple of nice blocks and raced
to the 28 yard. Tom Pennella broke
for 15 yards and Brand, on back-to
back carries, put the ball on the one
before pounding in for his TD with
6:26 left. Rowbothan added the PAT
to make it 20-7 at the half.

Elizabeth intercepted Chervenyak
and tacked on its fourth TD in the

third quarter. With the ball on the 19,
Graham got the handoff, reversed di-
rection and raced to the three where
Eargle rolled untouched into the end
zone at 6:30.

In the fourth quarter, Minutemen
Stephen Hunter added a seven-yard
TD run to make the score, 34-7. Raider
Jason Zelesnik followed with a nice
kickoff return to the 40-yard line.
Chervenyak hooked up with tight end
Baker who bashed to the Minutemen’s
20. Brand smashed for six yards and
an Elizabeth offside penalty spotted
the ball on the nine where Chervenyak
aired his nine-yard TD pass to the
sure-handed Rowbotham with 3:49
remaining. Rowbothan booted the
extra point.

“We started good, going 4-1 this
year, then we just lost it a little with
our defense giving up more points
than we should have. We had nothing
to lose tonight and, even though the
score was bad in this game, we all
were having a great time on the field
and it was the most fun I had this
year,” said Baker. “They’re a good
team and tough to beat.”

When asked about the meaning of
some of the emotional tears and genu-
ine smiles after the game, Baker
added, “All these players have lots of
heart. They leave everything on the
field and for us to go out with a loss
just got to us a little.”

“One thing that coach Ciccotelli
always says is that we always come
out and we always give it our best and
I agree with that,” said Brand. “This
group of seniors has been together for
a long time and we’re like family. In
each and every game, win or lose, we
do it together. Some of us will play in
college but for the most part, this was
our last game.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   7   0   7 14
Elizabeth 13   7   7   7 34

ior striker Corrine Parkinson worked
extremely well with McCarthy and
had great vision to lead the team in
assists with 15, while netting 10 goals.

“Corrine was a presence all over
the field. She was really key in dis-
tributing the ball. She played a lot of
club soccer in the off-season, which
showed on the field. Erin could turn it
on from a dead stop. Whoever the
other team put on her was their stron-
gest defender,” said Wertheimer.

Sophomore Tara Handza had a nose
for the ball, especially at close range,
and booted in 16 goals, while adding
six assists.

“Those are great numbers for a
sophomore. She came up with some
big goals – one against Cranford in
the county semifinals and two against
the Raiders. Her biggest strength was
knowing where to be at the right
time,” said Wertheimer.

Senior outside midfielder Julie
Shelman fired in three goals but was
second on the team in assists with
eight.

“She was a great leader on the field.
This was her best season,” said
Wertheimer.

Senior Erica Ammermuller, who

had the game-winning goal against
East Brunswick, found the net five
times and had three assists. Tina
Cognetti had five assists and two
goals, Hannah Wharan had three goals
and two assists and Alli Macdonald
netted four goals and two assists.
Senior MaryKate Luker netted three
goals and two assists. Francesca
Welhan had three goals, Shannon
Murray had two goals and Brittany
Cortinhal had two goals and an assist.
Jess Campo had two assists.

Junior keeper Claire Bennett, who
sat out last season with a broken leg,
recorded 10 shutouts and surely ap-
preciated Kape’s coverage, but when
shots did get through, she was there to
make the save.

“The fact that she was so aggressive
and confident, gave the rest of the de-
fense confidence. She saved a penalty
kick in the county finals,” said
Wertheimer who is very optimistic about
next year and whose captains will be
Bennett and Stephanie Cortinhal.

“We are losing a lot of great players
but we have a lot of great players
waiting in the wings. I think you are
going to see big things from them
next year.”

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Plainfield Football
SPF/Elizabeth Football
Powder Puff Football

Westfield Homecoming

David B. Corbin (October 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MASTER OF DEFENSE…Blue Devil senior Gillian Kape, No. 3, used her speed
and ability to position herself well to be nominated for All-American consideration.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRICKY FOOTWORK AND SPEED…Blue Devil quarterback Tom Bonard,
No. 3, kept the Cardinals off-balance and tossed a 10-yard TD pass to Sean Ferro
in the 102nd meeting of the two teams.

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield 

street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with 
wood burning fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & 
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck 
overlooking manicured grounds. 

                                                                                     Offered for $819,000 

 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

Coldwell Banker 
Kimberley A. Haley 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090     

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet 
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School.  This 
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new 
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished Recroom 
in basement, hardwood floors & central air.    

                                                                                         Offered for $800,000 

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC 
transportation.  This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room 
w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent Family 
Room opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property, hdwd flrs, central air, 
MBR &  updated bathroom.    

                                                                                        Offered for $799,000                                       

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

 EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED COLONIAL  

WITH FAMILY ROOM ADDITION 

COMPLETELY RENOVATED 

CENTER HALL COLONIAL 

SPACIOUS & CHARMING COLONIAL  

WITH EXPANSION POTENTIAL 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Situated on park-like property on a quiet Westfield street, this spacious & tastefully 
decorated 10 room home offers close proximity to the elementary school.  This 
authentic Tudor boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room 
w/fireplace, 1st floor Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood 
floors w/cherry inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air. 

                                                                                        Offered for $929,000 

AUTHENTIC TUDOR ON A 

PARK-LIKE PROPERTY 

With ample room for everyone, this delightfully spacious
six bedroom, three full bath Westfield Colonial enchants
you with hardwood floors, exquisite moldings, high
ceilings and custom built-ins.  The front-to-back living
room with fireplace & formal dining room are joined by a
sun filled den and large eat-in kitchen.  A sizeable master
suite with full bath & walk-in closet, a full partially finished
basement, expansive backyard, two car garage and a truly
close to everything location enhance the allure of this
home.  Presented for $799,000.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUSHING FORWARD FOR YARDAGE…Raider Greg Brand, No. 22, rushed
for 74 yards and one TD. Mike Alleman, No. 74, opens a hole.
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Field Hockey Blue Devils Bid
Farewell to Coach McFadden

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Bayonne Y Swim Boys Defeat
Westfield Devilfish. 108-100
The Westfield Area YMCA boys

“B” DevilFish swim team lost to
Bayonne YMCA, 108-100, on No-
vember 11.

The 8Us swept three events. In
freestyle, Evan Moore, Aedan Collins
and Stefan Crigler touched 1-2-3. In
backstroke, Crigler, Collins and Brian
Bachmann touched 1-2-3. In butter-
fly, Jack Naughton, Moore and
Bachmann touched 1-2-3. Moore
earned first in breaststroke. In the
100-free relay, Moore, Collins,
Crigler and Bachmann placed first.

In 9-10s, Andre Benz touched sec-
ond in the 100IM. In 50-free, Alec
Penn and Griffin Whitmer touched 2-
3. In 50-breaststroke, Benz and Jor-
dan Hickman took 2-3. Kevin Clauss,
Whitmer and Hickman swept the
backstroke. Penn, Brandon Leuthold
and Tommaso Wagner swept the but-
terfly. In the freestyle relay, Hickman,
Jack Naughton, Clauss and Wagner
placed second.

In 11-12s, Daniel Myers (100IM,
50-fly) touched second. Nick Donadio
placed third in 50-free and second in
50-breaststroke. In backstroke,
Connor Moore Robert Lockatell took
2-3. Lockatell, Daniel Myers, Ryan
Thomas and Donadio took second in
200-free relay.

In 13-14s, Michael Pesin touched
second in the 200IM and first in 100-
free. Yixiao Wang placed third in the
200IM and second in the 100-back-
stroke. Sean Clark (100-free) took sec-
ond. Michael Rizzo captured first in the

100-breaststroke and second in the 100-
fly followed by Matt Trinkle. Rizzo,
Pesin, Wang and Clark won the 200-
free relay. Trinkle, Matt Cifelli, Chris
Morrissey and Tim York took third.

In 15-18s, Brian Carr touched sec-
ond in the 200IM and clinched first in
the 100-backstroke. Justin Lo (100-
free) grabbed first. Chris Joyce (100-
breast) took second and Dorian
Bogdanovski took third. Mike Cifelli
(100-back) took third. James Kazais
(100-fly) grabbed second. In the 200-
free relay, Rich Polini, Kazazis, Carr
and Lo took second and Greg Blanton,
Joyce, Brian Corea and Dorian
Bogdanovski placed third.

most memorable accomplishments.
“What I’m most proud of is the fact that
between myself and my assistant coach,
Nancy Carpenter/Babbitt, who will also
retire at the end of the year, that we have
done a really good job working to-
gether as a team in building a program
which will stand tall after we go. There
were so many highlights that stood out.
For one, having the opportunity to coach
and getting to know each and every kid,
that’s what I will remember. That was
truly special.”

As to the ups and downs of coach-
ing, McFadden replied, “It’s not so
much the game, it’s the kids that I’ll
always remember and that is what
makes coaching so worthwhile.”

“The first word that comes to mind
with Maggie is the word ‘profes-
sional.’ She is professional in every-
thing that she does, in the way she
runs all aspects of her programs, the
way she handles the paperwork and
the way she is so completely orga-
nized,” said Westfield Athletic Direc-
tor Ed Tranchina. “Maggie was one
of my best all-around coaches. She
always got the most out of whatever

talent she had and the kids loved
playing for her. She was tough when
she had to be tough but warm and
supportive when they needed it. Sim-
ply a fantastic role model for all of the
kids and my coaches.”

McFadden began her softball-
coaching career at the junior varsity
level in 1985, assistant varsity coach
in 1988 and took over as Head Coach
when Donner retired. During those
14 years, McFadden accumulated a
237-104 record, including the UCT
championship in 1990 and 1998, the
Watchung Conference title in 1990,
1991 and 2001 and the NJSIAA state
sectional title in 1990.

“Carol Donner’s shoes were tough
to fill but she taught me a lot about
coaching, organization and how to
relate to players. I knew the skills
because that is the sport I knew the
best,” said McFadden. “I took a lot of
what I liked and what I didn’t like. I
developed my own style and I must
say a lot of the success that we had in
the softball program was about being
able to relate to players and get the
best nine players out there. I loved
coaching softball. It was a joy for me.
We had some great teams. Westfield
softball was always one of the power-
houses in Union County. What I’m
proud of is the fact that, throughout
my entire career, we maintained that
level. In addition, I had a lot of kids
who accomplished things that they
did not think they could accomplish.
I can go on naming player after player.
They started out at one level and
ended up their careers at another level.
It was most gratifying and satisfying
watching them succeed and those
were the joys of coaching.”

With the pace soon to become a bit
more relaxed and leisurely, McFadden

concluded, “I’m not retiring from
physical education coordinator, of
course, but who knows what’s next.
One of my goals is to take a different
path in my life, do some of the things
I never had the opportunity to do in
the past because of the time spent
coaching. I plan to play a lot more
golf despite the fact that I’m not a pro
golfer by any means but it’s just a lot
of fun. I do look forward to coming
out and watching some of the games.
I’ll probably have a little twinge of
nostalgia when the games begin and
wish I were back; however, I won’t
miss the start of the pre-season in
August, I’ll still be on the golf course.”

Beautiful Westfield Home

  Call for an appointment: 908-233-0520

Meticulously cared for Henry West built home (3000 sq ft) on a beautifully landscaped .54 acre lot with a
lawn sprinkler system located at the end of a quiet cul de sac, close to all schools and recreation.  This 4
bedroom, 3.5 bath split level home has hardwood floors with flag stone foyer, LR with fireplace, and formal
DR with French doors.  The renovated eat-in kitchen with center isle has custom built cabinets.  Other rooms
include a sun/plant room off kitchen and dining room, den, laundry/mud room and finished basement (office/
recreation room) with pool table.  Home also includes two zone heating and AC system, 3-car attached
garage, patio.  Talking bids for 45 days with a minimum bid of $959,000 – closing in January 2007.

Former Field Hockey Head Coach Maggie McFadden

Matt Meserole, left, and Ryan Daniel

Wychwood
Center Hall Colonial
Good neighborhood

4 bedrooms,
3 1/2 baths.

Sale by owner
$1,650,000.

(908) 416-4460

HOME FOR SALE

WSA Blackburn Rovers Win
Mid-NJ U11 Soccer Crown

SOCCER CHAMPS…The Westfield Soccer Association Blackburn Rovers U11
girls soccer team recently won the Mid-NJ Flight 2 championship. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Kathleen Bond, Leia Descalzi, Jenna Helfand, Anna
Tanji, Gianna Devito and Rebecca Kraus; back row, Bill Sickles, Emily Sickles,
Carly Freidman, Karli Sottung, Alexis Kardias, Mary Randazzo, Hanna
MacKenzie, Sophia Shiffman, Tara Smith and Pier Tensen. Not pictured: Caroline
Doherty and Scott MacKenzie.

The Westfield Soccer Association
(WSA) Blackburn Rovers U11 girls
captured the Mid New Jersey Flight 2
Fall Championship and completed an
undefeated regular season with a
scoreless tie against the South
Brunswick Wind at Houlihan Field
on November 19.

Despite a dominating passing game,
the Rovers, who had defeated South

Brunswick, 3-1, earlier in the season,
could not convert numerous scoring
chances. The Rovers finished the sea-
son 9-0-1, scoring 38 goals while
only surrendering four.

Jenna Helfand, Kathleen Bond,
Sophia Shiffman and Leia Descalzi
anchored the defensive back line.
Goalkeepers Alexis Kardias, Hanna
MacKenzie and Carly Friedman con-
tinually shut the door on their oppo-
nents, and built the attack from the
back. Friedman, speedy Karli Sottung
and Gianni DeVito led the Rovers
scoring attack upfront, while both
Anna Tanji and Tara Smith chipped in
with key goals throughout the sea-
son.

The Rovers won the battles in the
middle of the field each game, led by
Captain Mary Randazzo, and wing
midfielders Caroline Doherty and
Emily Sickles. Randazzo was relent-
less in winning the ball and starting
the attack. The skills of offensive
center midfielder Rebecca Kraus
broke down defenses each week cre-
ating scoring chances.

The Rovers were trained by Pier
Tensen of Soccer Centers, with help
from parent coaches Bill Sickles and
Scott MacKenzie. The Rovers look
forward to building on their success
with a move to Flight One in Spring
2007.

Ryan Daniel Breaks
WF Y Swim Records
Ryan Daniel, age eight, broke three

longstanding Westfield Area Y swim
records in the 8U group at the Fall
Festival at Princeton University on
October 28.

He swam 1:13:89 in the 100-
freestyle, breaking a record that was
set in 1993 by R. Larson. The second
oldest record, the 100-breaststroke
set by Sam Blum in 1997, was shat-
tered by more than second seconds.
The new breaststroke record is
1:35:30. Ryan added his name once
again to the record board by erasing
Matt Meserole’s 2001 individual
medley mark with a new record time
of 1:24:08.

WF’s Hoens to Play
In HS Grid Title Game

Erick Hoens of Westfield, a senior
for the Mountain Lakes High School
football team, will be playing for the
North 1, Group 1, State Champion-
ship on December 2.

The 9-1 Mountain Lakes Herd de-
feated Cedar Grove and Glen Rock to
advance to the finals. Mountain Lakes
hosts the Lake Drive Program dedi-
cated to educating deaf and hard of
hearing students from across North-
ern and Central NJ. Last year, Hoens
became the first deaf student to earn
a starting position on the varsity foot-
ball team in the history of the school.

Last season, Hoens was named All-
Conference Honorable Mention. This
season, he has been named as defen-
sive player of the game four times by
the coaching staff. Hoens, at 6’0" 170
lbs, plays defensive end for the team,
which has held opponents to under
three yards per play and has outscored
opponents, 367-97. The only loss
came at the hands of Verona.

WF Y Devilfish B Boys Whip
West Morris Boys, 106-93

The Westfield Area Y’s Devilfish
“B” boys swim team whipped West
Morris YMCA, 106-93 on Novem-
ber 18.

In the 100IM, (11-12s) Dan Myers,
Nicandro Donadio and Conner Moore
swept, respectively. 10U Alec Penn
(100IM) placed second. Mike Rizzo
(13-14) and Brian Carr (15-18) both
placed second in their 200IM heats.

In 9-10 freestyle, Brandon Leuthold,
Griffin Whitmer and Jordan Livolsi
took 1-2-3. 8U Jack Naughton took
second. 11-12 Robert Lockatell
touched first. 13-14 Mike Pesin won
his heat and Sean Clark placed sec-
ond. 15-18 Justin Lo took first.

For 13-14s, Mike Rizzo, Tim York
and Chris Morrissey took 1-2-3 in breast-
stroke. Andre Benz, Jack Naughton and

Brian Carr also placed second in their
respective races for breaststroke.

11-12 Robert Lockatell touched first
in backstroke. 13-14 Mike Pesin placed
first. Griffin Whitmer, Dan Myers,
Sean Clark and Justin Lo clocked in
for second places in their backstroke
events. In butterfly, 9-10 Alex Penn,
11-12 Nicandro Donadio and 13-14
Yixiao Wang placed first. 15-18 James
Kazazis placed second. In the freestyle
relays, the most exciting race was
turned in by the 15-18s with Justin Lo
breaking his freestyle record.

SP’s Monte to Receive
Soccer Award at Pines
EDISON – Patricia Malizia, Ath-

letic Director and Girls Varsity Soccer
Head Coach at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison, has announced that
junior Alison Monte, of Scotch Plains,
has been selected by the members of
the New Jersey Girls Soccer Coaches
Association (NJGSCA) to receive an
award at the NJGSCA Awards Ban-
quet on Sunday, December 10, at the
Pines Manor in Edison.

“This was a real surprise and a real
honor to be recognized as a player that
coaches are able to appreciate,” said
Monte, who has been playing since
the seventh grade. She started playing
goalie at the end of her freshman year.

Ms. Malizia stated, “Ally really
kept us in each game we played this
year. In the Rutgers Prep contest she
had over 20 saves. Even the newspa-
pers were impressed when I called in
the stats. Every coach we played
against commented on her talent and
tenacity. We are very lucky to have a
goalie like Ally play for us and we
look forward to her senior season.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION
NEW JERSEY

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Town of Westfield is requesting
proposals for an Insurance Risk Manage-
ment Consultant.

The proposal is due by 12:00 noon,
Friday, December 22, 2006 at the Office of
the Town Clerk, Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090. Ten
(10) copies of the proposal must be sub-
mitted.

Proposals will be rejected if not submit-
ted within time, date, and place desig-
nated.

Specifications can be obtained through
the Town Clerk’s Office between the hours
of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Questions regarding the RFP
should be made in writing addressed to
the Town Clerk, Town of Westfield, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, or faxed to (908) 233-3077 at least
5 business days prior to the date of submit-
tal.
1 T - 11/30/06, The Leader Fee: $23.97

SUCCESSFUL SEASON…The Westfield FC Barcelona U10 girls soccer team
closed out its season with a 3-0 win over the Milburn Jaguars. The team finished the
season, 5-3-2, and also competed in the Mt. Olive Halloween Soccer tournament.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005

Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

email: hye-young@att.net
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Scotch Plains . . . Pristine 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH  hm on tree-lined cul-
de-sac. Newly decorated w/neutral décor & carpeting. Gracious
foyer leads to LR w/frplc & bay wndw, updt’d EIK w/new appl,
lrg FR opens to private yrd w/patio & lrg shed. Ovrsz’d garage,
bsmnt w/storage space and laundry area. Easy access to all schools,
close to trans.   $515,000.   WSF0880

Open House: Sunday, Dec. 3 • 1-4PM

235 Benson Place

Open House: Sunday, Dec. 3 • 1-4PM

8 Happel Court

Westfield . . . Charming 4 BR, 3 new BTH  colonial cape on
lrg property. LR w/frplc, spacious FR w/vaulted ceiling,
skylight, Palladian wndw. Lrg RR, many bay windows,
HWFLRS, Jacuzzi & skylt on 2nd fl BTH, CAC,   lrg basement
for hobby room, patio, fenced yard.Wlk to sch, library & twn.
$699,000   WSF2006
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Westfield U12 Jaguars Win
ICYSL Championship

UNDEFEATED SOCCER SEASON…The Westfield U12 Girl’s Jaguars won the
ICYSL Championship and finished, 11-0-0. Pictured, left to right, are (first names
only): front row; Lindsay, Casey, Betsy and Sarah; second row, Chandler and
Lauren O; back row, Elizabeth G. Christina, Aditi, Kristen, Elizabeth C., Molly,
Lilly and Emily. Absent: Lauren K. Coaches Steve, John, George and Bob.

The Westfield Jaguars won the U12
Girls Intercounty Youth Soccer League
Championship on November 25 with
a 4-0 victory over the New Providence
Eagles at Finalsfest in Rahway.

The Jaguars completed their unde-
feated and untied season 11-0-0 be-
hind the strength of goalkeepers Aditi
Jain and Kristen Cotter who com-
bined for six straight shutouts to end
the regular season and playoffs.

Emily Hutchinson, Allison Harth,
Sarah Murphy and Lauren
Koenigsberg, who did a tremendous
job keeping the ball out of their zone,
led the defense, which allowed only
four goals all season.

Elizabeth Cusick, Elizabeth
Griesmer, Molly Jennings, Betsy
Crossland and Lilly Sisto ruled the

midfield and consistently pressured
the ball and pushed the ball in transi-
tion to the offense. Several midfielders
also converted goals. The explosive
offense of Lauren Oberlander, Casey
Gillespie, Christina Gulla, Chandler
Robertson and Lindsay Ripperger
scored 55 goals and benefited from
brilliant assist passes each game.

Another highlight of the season was
the acknowledgement of Aditi Jain as
the team’s representative of this year’s
Sportsmanship Award. Aditi led the
team in displaying good sportsman-
ship in every game and practice.

Wyckoff Y Boys Out-Touch
WF A Swim Boys, 109-99

The Westfield Area Y Boys “A”
swim team lost Wyckoff Y, 109-99,
on November 18. The outcome of the
meet was decided on the final event,
the 15-18 free relay that Wyckoff
won by a fraction of a second.

In individual medley, Matt
Meserole (13-14) captured first. Aidan
Donadio (9-10), Anthony Gurrieri
(11-12) and Matt Morgan (15-18)
placed second. Luke McGrory (9-10)
and Max Shin (11-12) took third.

In freestyle, Ryan Daniel (8U), Mike
Oster (13-14) and Luke Baran (15-18)
won. Stephen Husch (9-10) and Jonathan
Drori (11-12) finished second; Griff
Morgan (8U), Matt Daniel (11-12) and

Andrew Corderio (13-14) took third.
In breaststroke, Aidan Donadio,

Larry Zhang (13-14) and Matt Mor-
gan won. Jonathan Drori took sec-
ond. Stephen Husch and Brian Pesin
(15-18) placed third.

In backstroke, Colin Daniel (8U)
and Matt Meserole touched first. Luke
McGrory, Kevin Oster (11-12) and
Matt Miller (15-18) touched second.
Griff Morgan and Ryan Hobson (11-
12) took third.

In butterfly, Colin Daniel, Jake
Lessner (9-10) and Matt Daniel won
their events. Larry Zhang placed sec-
ond. Brendan Haley (11-12) and Mike
Oster placed third.

After the 8Us won their relay,
Westfield needed to win three of the
remaining four relays. The 9-10s won
but the 11-12 boys were touched out.
The 13-14s extended their undefeated
streak but the 15-18s were edged by a
fraction of a second.

GREAT SEASON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association U-9 Broncos
finished with a 14-1-1 season. The team consisted of Noah Bernstein, Matthew
Heath, Kyle Kelly, Jake Longo, Brian McManus, Connor McSherry, Sean
Meisch, Tyler O’Brien, Ari Rozenzweig, Matthew Scariati, Stav Shadmi and
James Tenzer. The Broncos were coached by Brian Kelly and David Bernstein.
The team manager was Denise McManus.

SPFSA U9 Soccer Boys Enjoy Success Season
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association U-9 Broncos boys

travel soccer team, in its first travel league, completed its fall season with
an overall 14-1-1 record. The Broncos competed in the Mid New Jersey
Youth Soccer Association and finished 8-1-1 in the regular season, 4-0 in
the Bridgewater Tournament and 2-0 in the North Brunswick Spookarama
Tournament.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
28, 2006 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE  REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD
TO TIME LIMIT PARKING

Purpose: Establishing time limit parking
on Mountain Avenue on the North and
South sides Monday through Friday, 6:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. from it’s intersection with
William Street to intersection with Victor
Street, and on William Street, East, 2
hours, Monday through Friday, 6:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. from the Northeast sideline of
Mountain Avenue to a point 100 feet North
therefrom.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
28, 2006 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD
TO TIME LIMIT PARKING

Purpose: To prohibit  parking during
certain hours on Allenby Lane on the South
side of the street and cul-de-sac between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., 2:00
p.m. to 3:30 p.m., school days, from the
most southern edge of the driveway of 26
Allenby Lane up to and including the cul-
de-sac.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
28, 2006 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXVIII OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, RE-
GARDING RATES FOR TOW-
ING AND STORAGE SER-
VICES

Purpose: Establishing rates for towing
and storage services.

 A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

VEHICLE AUCTION

TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the reso-
lution adopted by the Town Council of
Westfield, New Jersey on November 21,
2006 that the undersigned will expose for
sale at Public Auction in accordance with
39:10A-1, at the time and location speci-
fied below, the following motor vehicles
which came into the possession of the
Westfield Police Department through aban-
donment or failure of owners to claim
same.

All the vehicles on the following list are
offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness
for any particular purpose. Minimum bid
for each vehicle will be all towing and
storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or
certified check. A 10% deposit must be
given at the time of auction. Balance must
be paid by 4:00 pm the same day.

The public auction shall be held on Thurs-
day, December 14, 2006 in accordance
with the laws of the State of New Jersey
pertaining thereto.

The following vehicles may be exam-
ined at Department of Military Affairs,
Westfield Armory, 500 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey at 9:00 a.m.  The
public auction will commence at 9:15 a.m.

Make Year Vin #
Buick 1989 1G4Cw54C2ZK1602663
Plymouth1994 1P4GH54R1RX179923
Jaguar 1982 SAJNV5847CC105974
Honda 1994 1HGCE1795RA009696
1 T - 11/30/06, The Leader Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on No-
vember 15, 2006, granted approval for a
rear yard setback variance for a deck on
property located at 400 LaGrande Av-
enue, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block
114, Lot 11.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Ms. Laurie Pfundheller
400 LaGrande Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $16.83

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Sep-
tember 27, 2006, granted preliminary site
plan approval with variances as well as a
use variance to 313 South Avenue Condo-
minium Association, Inc. and Fanwood
Plaza Partners, LLC to allow two primary
uses on one site and construct a bank and
child care center called the Goddard School
on property located at 295, 313, 314, 324
& 328 South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey being Block 91, Lots 3, 4 & 5 and Block
66, Lots 6 & 9.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Bob Kraus
Leib, Kraus, Grispin & Roth

328 Park Avenue
PO Box 310

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
for

313 South Avenue
Condominium Association, Inc.

and Fanwood Plaza Partners, LLC
1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will conduct a public hearing on
Monday, December 11, 2006, at 7:45 pm,
in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey to con-
sider the application of Better View Homes,
LLC. The application involves property
known as Lots 16, 18.01, 22 and 24 in
Block 15601 on the Tax Map of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains located on the North-
erly side of Pheasant Lane. The property
borders property owned by the applicant
in the City of Plainfield known as Lots 56,
58 and 64 in Block 7 on the Tax Map of the
City of Plainfield. Applicant proposes to
subdivide the entire property into a total of
7 new single-family building lots. The ap-
plicant is requesting the Planning Board to
grant preliminary and final subdivision
approval together with such variances as
deemed necessary in order to grant the
application as proposed.

You may appear in person or through
agent or attorney and participate in said
hearing in accordance with the rules of the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains. The application, maps and sup-
porting documents have been filed and
may be inspected at the Planning Board
Office at the Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey dur-
ing regular business hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $32.64
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, November
28, 2006 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE  TO AMEND
SALARY ORDINANCE NO.
01-06 ADOPTED  JANUARY
10, 2006 ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES

Purpose: To establish the title of Com-
munications Officer (FEMA and Public
Safety) and salary range of $1,500 - $4,000.

 A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $32.64

CLASSIFIEDS
VT SKI RENTAL

4BR, 3FB townhouse
overlooking Mt. Snow. Avail. for

Pres. wk. Sauna, jacuzzi &
indoor pool in complex.

Call (908) 654-0102 for more info.

DELL COMPUTER

Powerful “Gamer”, 8200,
Also includes 19" Flat panel
Monitor, Scanner, HP Printer,
Joystick, Keyboard, Mouse,
$350.00 First come, First sold,
(908) 301-1323, after 6 pm

TEACHERS P/T

HS Certified in Math/English for
SAT prep course Union,
Middlesex, Essex Co.

www.esctestprep.com for
schedule. Call (800) 762-8378

SCOTCH PLAINS DAY CAMP

Wanted: Specialty Instructors in
Art, Music, Sports, Nature, Ropes;
also Preschool Certified Teachers
& Assts. 8 weeks Jun-Aug. Fax
resume to (908) 889-4070 or email
to campyachad@jccnj.org

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top
in plastic w/warranty.

Queen $120, King $175.
Can deliver

Call (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and nite stand.
Value $2000, Sell $775

Call (732) 259-6690

OLD TRAINS & TOYS
$$  BEST PRICES PAID  $$

ALL LIONEL &
OTHER TRAINS & OLD TOYS

CALL (908) 889-9251

WANTED

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Prime office space
in premier elevator building.

Downtown Westfield
Site Parking Available
1200 or 2000 sq. ft.

(908) 451-7888

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on  Tuesday, November
28, 2006 there was introduced, read for
the first time, and passed on such first
reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
SECTION 23-3.2, ZONING
MAP OF CHAPTER XXIII,
ZONING OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 RE-ZONING
BLOCK 1105, LOT 1.03 FROM
THE “P” ZONE TO THE “B-2”
ZONE

Purpose: Adding a new section to Chap-
ter XXIII, Zoning, as follows: Section 23-
3.2 Zoning Map, is hereby supplemented
and amended by adding new paragraph
30 to subsection “a” therein as follows:
The property known as Lot 1.03 in Block
1105 shall be rezone from the “P” (Public)
to the “B-2” (Retail Business) Zone.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, December 12, 2006 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, December 11, 2006 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following appeal for variance(s) from the
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Dennis Rodriguez, 808 Grant Avenue,
Applicant seeking permission to extend
and convert the existing carport to a one
car garage and to construct an addition on
the rear of the house contrary to sections
12.04F1 and 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20%. Proposed is
21.4%. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 27.5 feet (EFYD).  Proposed is
+ 9.75 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/30/06, The Leader   Fee: $30.09

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

  

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All

Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

TEL: (201) 955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN

 LLC

908-233-8956

Free Estimates
Insured

CUSTOM SET-UPS
Audio – Video – LCD

Plasma TV’s – Arcades
We also sell Arcade Games,

Pinball Machines, Air Hockey & Pool Tables

908-377-4711

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

www.goleader.com
CLASSIFIEDS
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on December
20, 2006 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The prop-
erty in question is located at: 73 North
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, also
known as Block 50, Lot 11, as shown on
the Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Nicho-
las and Kathleen Gumpel.

The applicant requests permission to
construct a minor addition and a deck,
which is in violation of the following sec-
tions of the Fanwood Land Use Code:

Section 184-110E(6); Variance Re-
quested: Rear yard setback for proposed
building; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 19.75
feet; Proposed: 19.75 feet.

Section 184-110E(6); Variance Re-
quested: Rear yard setback for proposed
deck; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 19.75
feet; Proposed: 15.75 feet.

Section 184-110E(5); Variance Re-
quested: Use of side yard for proposed
deck; Permitted: Align with existing house;
Present: N/A; Proposed: 18 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM) from
the Secretary of the Planning Board at the
Administration Office of the Borough of
Fanwood at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

Nicholas and Kathleen Gumpel
73 North Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $41.31

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

WHEREAS, the FAA requires all cell
towers located at an emergency landing
zone for helicopters, such as the South
Side Firehouse, either be painted or that a
beacon light be installed on the top of the
tower; and

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains has deter-
mined that it is in the best interests of the
taxpayers of the Township of Scotch Plains
to install a beacon light on top of the cell
tower at the South Side Fire House; and

WHEREAS, Conti Communications has
agreed to perform installation of the re-
quired beacon light/dual medium intensity
lighting system for $l0,875.00; and

WHEREAS, the Township’s professional
staff including the engineering department
has reviewed the bid of Conti Communica-
tions to perform such services and found
such bid to be reasonable, appropriate
and necessary; and

WHEREAS, Conti Communications is
taking over performance of such service
from the general contractor at the site,
Procomm, Inc.; and

WHEREAS, these services are being
performed without competitive bidding as
they are services of a qualitative nature
that would not permit the receipt of com-
petitive bids such the resolution authoriz-
ing such an award of contract for profes-
sional services without competitive bids
must be publicly advertised pursuant to
local public contract laws (N.J.S.A. 40A:ll-
l et seq.); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Bond Ordinance
No. 7-06, adopted on April ll, 2006, the
additional sum of $l96,556.20 was appro-
priated by the Township Council to include
such improvements at the South Side Fire
House; and

WHEREAS, funds have been certified
by the Municipal Manager and Finance
Department in the 2006 budget for capital
improvement purposes in an amount not
to exceed $l0,875.00 for Conti Communi-
cations and to be applied toward fees and
costs for those services; and

WHEREAS, the invoice submitted by
Conti Communications in the amount of
$l0,875.00 has been reviewed by the
Township’s professional staff, including
engineering department, and found to be
reasonable, appropriate and in accordance
with services to be rendered to the Town-
ship by Conti Communications as set forth
above;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains that Lori Majeski, Chief
Financial Officer of the Township of Scotch
Plains is hereby authorized to release the
funds of $l0,875.00 to Conti Communica-
tions for payment of services as set forth
above and Conti Communications is au-
thorized to perform the services set forth
above.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 11/30/06, The Times Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 14th day of
December, 2006 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 14th day of December, 2006 together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2006.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum.  Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent  (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey , 1937, and amendments thereto.

 At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due
on the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the munici-
pality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who
is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 14th day of December, 2006, exclusive of the lien for the year
2006 are as listed below:

Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes

Westfield, New Jersey

Location of Block Amount Due
Property Address Owner &  Lot Dec. 15, 2005

*1. 731 Mountain Avenue Decker, Scott & Megan 1202/5 $     592.10
2. 821 Grant Avenue-REAR Unknown owner 1304/30 $       21.54
3. 827 Grant Avenue-REAR Unknown owner 1304/31 $       21.54
4. 835 Grant Avenue-REAR Unknown owner 1304/32 $       21.54
5. 847 Grant Avenue Unknown owner 1304/38 $       21.54
6. 515 St. Marks Avenue Donohue, John & Kathleen 2309/10 $11,371.35
7. 782 Hancock Street Unknown owner 2702/5 $       21.54
8. 227 Florence Avenue No. Unknown owner 2703/2 $       21.54
**9. 221 Hazel Avenue Delpopolo, Joyce & Dominick 2802/24 $     461.88
10. 434 Summit Avenue Cohen, Janice E. 3003/16 $  5,457.11
11. 515 Trinity Place Rowland, Cheryl 3010/1/c0050 $  3,431.33
12. 629 Ripley Place Sela, Zeev 4003/21 $  4,362.31
13. 625 Ripley Place Caldora, Frank & Gloria 4003/22 $     751.00
14. 229 Windsor Avenue Winsor, Barbara Franklin 4004/43 $  3,352.80
15. 1010 Seward Avenue Isbrecht, Richard W. 4604/2 $10,162.99
16. 4 Max Place G.M.Harbt Enterprises, LLC 4702/62.02 $  3,311.26
17. 1 Max Place Harbt, George M. 4702/64.02 $  2,204.13
18. 74 Tamaques Way Bruder, Richard D. 5201/52 $  4,424.65
19. 154 Summit Court Kania, Joseph & Suzanne 5504/17 $  6,010.28
20. 1717 Boulevard Snider, A. Est of c/o Denman 5607/21 $  7,825.51

*sidewalk assessment ordinance #2000
**sidewalk assessment ordinance #2085

4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30 & 12/7/06, The Leader Fee: $412.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-20189-06
FILE NO. FCZ 80642

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.)  STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FRANK FREDELLA, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES,
AND HIS, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST

YOU ARE  HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s  attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092-0024, telephone num-
ber 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Complaint for Foreclosure filed in a civil
action, in which Deutsche Bank Trust Com-
pany Americas as Trustee is plaintiff, and
Meredith E. Hallahan, et al., are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-20189-06
within thirty-five (35) days after 11/30/2006
exclusive of such date, or if published after
11/30/2006, (35) days after the actual date
of such publication, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint for Foreclosure.
You shall file your Answer and proof of
service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey  08625, together with your check in
the sum of $135.00 representing the filing
fee in accordance with the rules of civil
practice and procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated 02/24/2006 made by Meredith E.
Hallahan, an unmarried woman and Frank
Fredella, an unmarried man as mortgag-
ors, to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc., as nominee for American
Mortgage Express Corp. recorded on 03/
09/2006 in Book 11599 of Mortgages for
Union County, Page 831 which Mortgage
was assigned  to the plaintiff, Deutsche
Bank Trust Company Americas as Trustee
by Assignment Of Mortgage which is unre-
corded at this time; and  (2) to recover
possession of, and concerns premises
commonly known as 103 Centennial Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey Bar Association by calling 732-249-
5000. You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling 908-353-4715. If you cannot afford
an attorney, you may communicate with
the Legal Services office of the County of
venue by calling 908-354-4340.

Frank Fredella, his heirs, devisees, and
personal representatives, and his, their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest are made party defendants to this
foreclosure action because he executed
plaintiff’s obligation and mortgage being
foreclosed herein and may be liable for
any deficiency and because he is the
owner of record of the mortgaged pre-
mises being foreclosed herein and for any
lien, claim or interest he may have in, to or
against the mortgaged premises.

THEODORE J. FETTER, CLERK
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 11/30/06, The Leader Fee: $72.42

Historical Forum to Focus
On Preserving Archives

CRANFORD – Family historians,
reunion organizers, church histori-
ans, historical societies and local his-
tory buffs interested in practical ap-
proaches to preserving historical
materials are encouraged to attend a
presenting entitled “Preserving Fam-
ily Archives and Historical Materi-
als.”

The workshop will be held from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5, at the Roy Smith Theater on the
Cranford Campus of Union County
College, located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue, opposite Nomahegan Park
in Cranford.

Archivist Mimi Bowling is the
guest speaker for the illustrated work-
shop. She will discuss preservation
issues related to the storage of his-
torical materials, including family
photos, unbound documents, news-
papers, other printed ephemera and
small artifacts, the types of environ-
ments (basements, attics, garages,
etc.) used for storage, handling of
delicate or sensitive materials and
conservation treatment options.

Ms. Bowling is an independent
consultant who has received awards
for her work as an archivist. She has
been a consultant to clients including
the Associated Press, Rutgers Uni-
versity, the National Endowment for

the Humanities’ Preservation and
Access Division and the National Park
Service of the U.S. Department of the
Interior’s Northeast Regional Mu-
seum Services Division.

She is an adjunct instructor at Long
Island University’s Brookville and New
York City campuses, where she con-
ducts a graduate seminar in Archival
Appraisal and teaches Introduction to
Archives. Ms. Bowling has worked for
Random House, Inc., the New York
Public Library, the Edison National
Historic Site and Columbia University’s
Rare Book and Manuscript Library.

This workshop is sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders and the Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs in the Department of
Economic Development. The work-
shop is funded in part by the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a di-
vision in the Department of State.

The deadline for registration is
Saturday, December 2. The registra-
tion fee is $10 per person, which
includes materials and light refresh-
ments. To register or request a work-
shop brochure, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, NJ 07202, call (908) 558-2550
(NJ Relay users dial 711) or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

COLORFUL CREATIONS…Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield create origami ornaments for the club’s holiday house tour that will take
place this Saturday, December 2, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Five decorated Westfield
homes will be featured. For tickets, please call Linda Winter at (908) 232-0449.

STARLITE, STAR BRIGHT…The Starlite Chorale will present “All On A
Starry Night,” its winter concert, featuring traditional Christmas carols and
popular and some long-forgotten songs. Featuring a number of local members
from Westfield and Scotch Plains, the Starlite Chorale will start the Christmas
season at the Oceola Church in Clark on December 1 and 3.

Starlite Chorale to Perform
Annual Christmas Concert

AREA – The 12th annual Christ-
mas Concert of the Starlite Chorale,
“All On A Starry Night,” will take
place on Friday evening, December
1, at 8 p.m. and Sunday afternoon,
December 3, at 4:30 p.m. at the
Osceola Presbyterian Church, on
1689 Raritan Road in Clark near Gar-
den State Parkway exit 136.

Tony Godlefski, musical director of
the Starlite Chorale, will conduct the
evening’s performance with Laura
Bell, accompanist. Mr. Godlefski has

been the musical director since the
group’s founding nearly 30 years ago.
Also performing are the Starlite Spar-
klers, a children’s group, and the
Handbell Choir, under the direction of
David Jules.

The “All On A Starry Night” pro-
gram will include some traditional
favorites such as “Silent Night,” Mar-
tin and Blane’s “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas” and Anderson and
Parish’s “Sleigh Ride.” Some not-so-
well-known Christmas tunes will in-
clude a 14th-century German song “In
Dulci Jubilato,” an American spiritual
“Round the Glory Manger,” “Glory to
God in the Highest” by Mark Hayes
and “Christmas is the Best Time of
Year” by Don and Lori Marsh.

Traditionally there is a sing-a-long
with the audience and the program
ending with three favorites “Lord of
the Dance,” “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas” and “Auld Land Syne.”

The Starlite Chorale, a 16- to 24-
member auditioned group, includes
residents from Union County, includ-
ing Scotch Plains and  Westfield.

Tickets for “All On A Starry Night”
are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors and
children are free. For reservations
call (973) 667-5878.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, December 11, 2006 in Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for variance(s) from the re-
quirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Eric Kettleson, 26 Stoneleigh Park,
Applicant seeking permission to erect a 6
foot wrought iron fence surrounding a
swimming pool contrary to section 13.02D5
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a pool enclosure and screening
to be a 6 foot solid fence. Proposed is a 6
foot open wrought iron fence.

David Barbosa, 400 East Dudley Av-
enue, Applicant seeking permission to
retain additional areas of pavement in-
cluding widening the driveway contrary to
the to Section 12.04G and 17.05A of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum all improvement coverage of
50%. Present is 60.7%. Proposed is +
68%. Ordinance allows a maximum drive-
way width of 24 feet. Proposed is + 27 feet.

Paul and Kristin Nicholson, 2165 Bay-
berry Lane, Applicant seeking permis-
sion to replace an existing 6 foot stockade
privacy fence contrary to section 12.07C
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
permits fences and above ground walls to
be 4 feet. Present and proposed is a 6 foot
fence.

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Salemy, 161 Lin-
coln Road, Applicant seeks to construct a
pergola, add a dormer to the master bed-
room, two dormers to the attic, and con-
vert the unfinished attic into a bedroom
and bathroom contrary to sections 12.04E
and 12.04F of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows a maximum floor area
ratio of 25% /8,000 square feet. Present is
24.98% /4,127 square feet. Proposed is
28.30%/4,677 square feet. Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage of
20% /3,600 square feet. Present is 19.29%.
Proposed is 20.92%.

Lei Chen & Yun Bai, 729 Kimball Av-
enue, Applicant proposes a one story ad-
dition, a two story addition and a new
second floor over the existing first floor.
Applicant is seeking variances from sec-
tions 11.06E6 and 12.03B1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a mini-
mum side yard setback of 15 feet. Present
and proposed is + 8 feet. Ordinance allows
an encroachment for eaves of 3 feet into
the side yard permitting a side yard set-
back of + 12 feet. Present and proposed is
+ 7 feet.

Alison Stephen, 704 Tamaques Way,
Seeking permission to construct improve-
ments to the existing screened porch in-
cluding changing egress and extending
the roofline; and to construct a second
story addition contrary to Sections 11.08E6,
11.08E7 and 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present and proposed
is 9.08 feet. Ordinance requires a rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Present is + 32.5
feet. Proposed is + 31.5 feet. Ordinance

allows a maximum building coverage of
20%. Present is 20.3%. Proposed is 23.5%.

Kevin & Sherry Varian, 232 Linden
Avenue, Applicant seeking permission to
construct a two story addition and a
screened porch contrary sections 11.07E
and 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a  side yard setback of
10 feet. Present and proposed is 9.46 feet.
Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
43.7 feet (EFYD). Present is 30.37 feet.
Proposed is 27.5 feet.

George & Susan Cusick, 552 Arling-
ton Avenue, Applicant seeking permis-
sion to construct a second story addition
contrary to sections 11.06E and 12.03B1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present and proposed is 7 feet. Ordinance
allows an encroachment for eaves of 3
feet into the required side yard allowing a
side yard setback of 7 feet. Proposed is +
6 feet.

Anthony J. Cavallo, 63 Michael Drive,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a second floor addition over an existing
first floor, to construct a single story addi-
tion off the rear of the home and construct
a front porch contrary to sections 11.06E6
and 12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 15 feet. Present and proposed
is 12.8 feet. Ordinance requires a front
yard setback of 31.2 feet (EFYD). Present
is 32.4 feet. Proposed is + 29 feet.

Ronald Gerckens, 16 Mohawk Trail,
Applicant seeking permission to construct
a rear addition, front porch and detached
garage contrary to sections 12.03D and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a front yard setback of
31.5 feet (EFYD). Proposed is 28 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Present is 14.2%. Pro-
posed is 20.7%.

Brian & Maritza Bulger, 615 Ardsleigh
Drive, Applicant seeking permission to
construct a one story addition contrary to
section 11.06E of the Lane Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present is 9.16 feet.
Proposed is 5 feet.

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Byrne, 438 Everson
Place, Applicant seeking permission to
construct a two story addition contrary to
sections 12.04F1 and 12.04F2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%. Present is
21.1%. Proposed is 22.3%. Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage with
a deck of 22%. Present is 22%. Proposed
is 23.2%.

James & Kimberly Peterson, 257
Sylvania Place, Applicant seeking per-
mission to construct a pergola over the
front porch contrary to sections 12.03D of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance per-
mits a front yard setback of 36.05 feet.
Present is 35.1 feet. Proposed is 32.73
feet.

Barry & Maria Morris, 726 Standish
Avenue, Applicant seeking permission to
install a hot tub on paver stones in the
backyard  contrary to sections 12.04F1,
13.01G1a and 13.02E1 of the Land Use

Ordinance. Ordinance requires the maxi-
mum allowable coverage by buildings and
above-ground structures not to exceed
20%.  Present is 21.2%. Proposed is
21.8%. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback for accessory structures
of 20 feet. Proposed is 13 feet. Ordinance
requires hot tubs to be located in the rear
yard only. Proposed placement locates a
portion of the hot tub in the side yard.

Regina & Andrew Calcagno, 256 Can-
terbury Road, Applicant seeking permis-
sion to install an inground pool contrary to
section 13.02D3 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a setback for
pools of 15 feet.  Proposed is + 6 feet.

Joe Penyak, Sr., 121 Cacciola Place,
Applicant seeks to demolish the existing
two family building and construct a new
two family building.  Applicant is seeking
variances from the following sections of
the Land Use Ordinance:

Section 11.16G1b - Ordinance requires
a minimum lot area of 8000 square feet;
Present and proposed is 2546 square
feet.

Section 11.16G2b  - Ordinance requires
a minimum lot area of 8000 square feet
within 134 feet of lot depth; Proposed lot
area is 2546 square feet

Section 11.16G2b - Ordinance requires
a minimum lot width for a two family dwell-
ing of 60 feet; Present and proposed is 25
feet

Section 11.16G3(b) - Ordinance requires
a minimum lot frontage of 60 feet; Present
and proposed is 25 feet.

Section 11.16G4 - Ordinance requires a
minimum lot depth of 120 feet; Present
and proposed is 101.84 feet.

Section 11.16G6  - Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet;
Proposed is 3.09 feet.

Section 11.16G7 - Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet;
Proposed is 25.66 feet.

Section 12.04E2  - Ordinance allows a
maximum floor area ratio of 40% / 3600
square feet; Proposed is 85.9%. / 2188
square feet.

Section 12.04F - Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by structures of 20%
/ 3600 square feet; Proposed is 45% /
1145 square feet.

Section 12.04G - Ordinance allows for
maximum coverage by all improvements
of 50% /6400 square feet; Proposed is
54%/1378 square feet.

Section 12.03D  - Ordinance requires a
front yard setback of 6 feet (E.F.Y.D.);
Proposed is 14.67 feet.

Section 17.02C1A - Ordinance requires
4 off street parking spaces; Proposed are 3.

Section 17.05A - Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage of front yard improve-
ments of 50%; Proposed is 61%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 11/30/06, The Leader Fee: $192.27

Chansonettes to Begin
Holiday Season Tour
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield will begin their tour for
the upcoming holiday season, entitled
“A December to Remember” on Tues-
day, December 5, at St. Paul’s Church
in Garwood. The program will fea-
ture songs for the holidays including
“Ode to Peace,” “Shalom,” “It’s the
Most Wonderful Time of the Year”
and “Santa Baby.”

The tour will continue on Thurs-
day, December 7, at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights; Tuesday, December 12, at
The Chelsea in Warren and finally
on Wednesday, December 13, at
Sunrise Assisted Living in
Westfield.

The Chansonettes is an all women’s
choral group under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. The group is always looking
for new members who enjoy singing
and gathering with friends.

Rehearsals are held once a week at
the Presbyterian Church on Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield. Anyone
needing more information, interested
in joining the group or booking a
spring concert may call vice presi-
dents, Nancy Vickers at (908) 654-
8675 or Claudia Osborne at (908)
232-0477.

SPFHS Grad Receives
NJEA Award of Excellence

SCOTCH PLAINS — David
Rodriguez, a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, re-
cently received the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association’s (NJEA) Award
for Excellence at the NJEA Frederick
L. Hipp Foundation Celebration of
Excellence at the Association’s an-
nual convention in Atlantic City.

NJEA members, annually present
the award for to New Jersey public
school graduates who have demon-
strated exceptional leadership in their
fields of expertise. Mr. Rodriguez,
son of Fanwood resident and retired
teacher Johanna Rodriguez, is a na-
tionally regarded producer and pre-
senter of both live and televised events.

He has produced six seasons of
NBC-TV’s “Showtime at the Apollo,”
AOL’s “Rod Stewart Live at the

Apollo” and MTV’s “James Brown
at 70.” Mr. Rodriguez served as ex-
ecutive director for Harlem’s land-
mark Apollo Theater from 2001 to
2006. During his tenure, theater us-
age increased from two to nearly 10
performances per week, including im-
portant initiatives such as Latin Nites
at the Apollo and Dance Theater of
Harlem’s first Apollo season.

In addition, Mr. Rodriguez oversaw
the creation of education and outreach
programs to more than 40,000 young
people each year. These education pro-
grams included the Apollo Academy,
Healthtime, which is responsible for
AIDS and diabetes testing for more
than 20,000 Harlem residents, and the
Apollo/Cable in the Classrooms part-
nership, which brings Apollo-based
education programs to more than 1,000
classrooms nationally.

Mr. Rodriguez, who remains an in-
dependent concert producer and the
producer of the Showtime at the Apollo
television show, is currently serving as
the Executive Director of the Bergen
Performing Arts Center in Englewood.

SPFHS Students Selected
For NJ Youth Symphony

SCOTH PLAINS — Students
Michelle Carroll and Laura Ruesch
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) have been selected
as members of New Jersey Youth
Symphony (NJYS) ensembles for
2006-07.

David Heisey, SPFHS principal,
and Barbara Barstow, artistic director
of the Youth Symphony located in
Murray Hill, made the announcement.
The students were selected after com-
petitive auditions were held in the
spring of 2006.

The Youth Symphony, which is
funded in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, is de-
signed for superior high school stu-
dents in Grades 9-12. It provides
young musicians with orchestral and
related music education experiences
to encourage them to reach their
highest potential as performers and

listeners.
Students participate in Youth Sym-

phony from 85 communities in 12
counties throughout New Jersey. The
student musicians meet weekly for
rehearsals throughout the school year
and perform at least twice yearly in
distinguished concert halls such as
the Prudential Hall of New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC )
and Carnegie Hall.

POW-WOW…Kindergarten students at Holy Trinity Interparochial School
Mountainside participated in a Native American pow-wow ceremony to com-
memorate the first Thanksgiving. Students used handmade adornments and
drums to sing and dance to Native American songs. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Matthew Sweeney, Liam Dougherty and Joseph DeCicco.

‘Carols in the Round’
Set This Weekend

WESTFIELD – Local members of
the Westfield Chorale will present
“Carols in the Round” on Saturday
and Sunday, December 2 and 3, at 4
p.m. at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

The program, under the direction
of the church’s Minister of Music and
Westfield High School music teacher
Bill Mathews, will include classical,
traditional and popular holiday mu-
sic, plus sing-along carols and read-
ings.

The first “Carols in the Round”
was presented in 1987 and since then
375 high school students (now gradu-
ates) have performed in the annual
concert. Proceeds from the concerts
are donated to a local charity. Tickets
are $8 per person and must be ordered
in advance at (908) 233-2278.
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Concert Corner
A Round-up of Upcoming Holiday Performances

Choral Art Society Announces
Annual Messiah Sing, Dec. 1

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. an-
nounces its annual Messiah Com-
munity Sing, which will take place
on Friday, December 1, at 8 p.m. at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. James Little, music direc-
tor of the Society, will conduct the
Handel oratorio. Audience members
are invited to bring scores and join in
the singing of both choruses and solo
sections or to simply come to listen.

The Messiah Sing has become a
Westfield tradition and is an ideal
way to kick off the holiday season.
Admission to the event is $10 at the
door, where scores may be borrowed

for the evening.
Mr. Little is no stranger to the Mes-

siah Sing event; he has previously
both accompanied and directed the
performance. In addition to his duties
as the director of the Choral Art Soci-
ety, he has been the organist and choir-
master of Calvary Episcopal Church
in Summit since 1993, and he previ-
ously held similar positions at
Mountainside’s Community Presby-
terian Church. At Calvary, Mr. Little
directs an adult choir, two youth choirs
and the Calvary Concert Series.

On Saturday, January 20, 2007,
the Choral Art Society will perform
Mendelssohn’s Elijah.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

When a Bond movie works, as is
the exhilarating case with Casino
Royale, we are transported back to
those youthful days of make believe,
when everything spelled adventure
and romance. All things are possible.

There is no moral confusion. In-
deed, the world can be made a safer
place through the efforts of good men
like Bond, James Bond, to be spe-
cific. And if we get to drive along in
the Aston Martin while all of this
derring-do is attended to, well, those
are the perks for saving humanity.

Not that it’s going to be easy.
Adapted from the Ian Fleming novel
by screenwriters Neil Purvis, Robert
Wade and Paul Haggis, there are no
fantastical Goldfingers this go-round.
Rather, this movie’s megalomaniac is
a lifelike, real world parasite seeking
to capitalize on the true ills that befall
us.

Which is why Daniel Craig proves
appropriate. Starring as the newly
minted 007 on his first mission in that
status, he’s a Bond for the times.
Skilled, determined and a no-non-
sense pragmatist, or so he would have
us believe, his secret agent is ego
driven and even a tad fatalistic.
Whether or not he’s idealistic, he’d
just as soon not let us in that deep. At
least not yet.

A preamble to the current assign-
ment, featuring a rough and tumble
foot chase through all manner of ob-
stacle, leaves no doubt as to his physi-
cal prowess. What we’re about to
learn is whether or not he’s canny
enough to outsmart the bad guy.

He’s Le Chiffre, banker to terror-
ists and all-around evil cur portrayed
with chilling menace by Mads
Mikkelsen. If you’re not exactly sure,
he’s the one who weeps bloody tears
from a noticeably scared eye. A dam-
aged tear duct, he self-consciously
explains…nothing more. Hmm.

We get a clue to his motivation
when, in a tight spot, he is asked by a
terrorist leader, “Do you believe in
God, Mr. Le Chiffre?” His answer:
“No, I believe in a reasonable rate of
return.”

All of which is why he travels to
Montenegro’s lush Casino Royale to
play in the special, Big Boys only,
Texas hold ‘em game. Winning a
couple hundred million or so will not
only get some creditors off his back,
but also provide capital to fund even
more waste and destruction.

Casino Royale
Odds are You’ll like it

Suffice it to note, if this guy could
be put in the position of needing pro-
tection, there’s no telling what names
he might give up. And losing lots of
money at cards might just be the way
to that happy thought. Or so figures
M, Bond’s boss neatly reprised here
by Judi Dench. Securing her favorite
pet peeve a seat at the table, she’s
gambling that James can win her that
scenario.

All of which gives the nascent 007
an opportunity to put on the dog,
tailored tuxedo and all, picked out for
him by Vesper Lynd (Eva Green).
Sent by headquarters to help in the
venture, she informs, “I’m the
money.” But we all know she’s the
girl. Before long, divulging a side we
thought might not exist, James is in-
clined to agree.

Meanwhile, the stage is set. Or, as
Holmes might put it, the game is
afoot. It’s winner take all in the harsh-
est sense.

Combining a renewed and convinc-
ing physicality with a brashly novel
chutzpah, Mr. Craig plays a bit of cat
and mouse not only with his fear-
some match, but with the audience as
well. He’ll be our new Bond, but only
on his terms. And when it comes
down to cases, that’s really the only
way we’d want it.

Director Campbell, riding the light-
ning bolt that is Craig, uses the oppor-
tunity to reinvigorate the franchise.
There isn’t much gimmickry here, no
ad nauseam glorification of technol-
ogy. In fact, gizmo guru Q isn’t even
in this installment.

None of which is to suggest that
James has to churn his own butter.
There is that Aston Martin, replete
with defibrillator in the glove box. In
keeping with the breathtaking pace
director Campbell sets in motion, the
option proves hair-raisingly handy.

Nope, to imply that a back to basics
Bond is one bereft of cool stuff from
Hammacher Schlemmer would be
erroneous. That’s always been a part
of it. It’s just that in this instance what
the film really has up its sleeve is a
good plot, scintillating action, a mov-
ing love story and a charismatic lead.
And as Casino Royale so entertain-
ingly proves, that’s a tough hand to
beat.

* * * *
Casino Royale, rated PG-13, is an

MGM/UA release directed by Martin
Campbell and stars Daniel Craig, Eva
Green and Judi Dench. Running time:
144 minutes.

of the standard repertory, Maestro
Wroe and the WSO handled the sym-
phony skillfully. The rendition was
crisp and lively, and the musical in-
tent was clear.

The relatively light content of this
final work on the program did not
produce the eruption of a standing
ovation the WSO has learned to ex-
pect from this audience. I can safely
assume, though, that many left genu-
inely moved and highly satisfied, as
did this listener.
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County to Hold Craft Show,
Holiday Lights Celebration
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union

County’s annual Nature Craft Show
and Holiday Lights Celebration both
will be held in the Watchung Reser-
vation on Sunday, December 3.

“The entire family will enjoy this
seasonal afternoon filled with fun,”
said Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman
Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison to the
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.
“Trailside’s new visitors’ center will
be stocked with handmade crafts and
gift items. The nearby Loop Play-
ground area will feature rides in a 15-
passenger carriage, and Watchung
Stable will host a petting zoo, holiday
singers, horseback riders and the light-
ing of a tree and a Menorah.”

The activities will be held rain or
shine. There is no admission fee;
organizers suggest that participants
bring an item of dry or canned food
or a new unwrapped toy to the Holi-
day Lights Celebration. All items
collected at the event will be distrib-
uted to the needy through local chari-
ties.

The Nature Craft Show will take
place from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside. Venders will offer
for sale a variety of gift items with
natural themes and handmade crafts
fashioned from natural materials, in-
cluding jewelry, herbal soaps,
wreaths, gift baskets, pottery, carv-
ings and country home décor. For
more information, call Trailside at
(908) 789-3670.

The Holiday Lights Celebration and
Charity Drive will take place from
2:30 to 5 p.m. at Watchung Stables,
located at 1160 Summit Lane in
Mountainside. A mounted drill team

will demonstrate its horseback riding
abilities, Santa and Mrs. Claus will
talk with children and holiday sing-
ers will have the whole family sing-
ing along. There also will be lead-line
horse rides, a petting zoo, children’s
crafts and refreshments for all. Union
County Police officers will be on
hand for voluntary fingerprinting of
school-age children, and officers will
demonstrate how the bomb squad
robot works. The lighting of the
Christmas tree and a Menorah will
take place at 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call the stables at (908) 789-
3665.

Carriage rides in a 15-passenger
carriage will be available in the Loop
Playground Area of the Watchung
Reservation (weather permitting)
from 1 to 4 p.m.

Shuttle buses will connect all three
locations beginning at 2 p.m.

For additional information or di-
rections, call the Union County De-
partment of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities at (908) 527-4900.

Com. Band Joins Broadway
Singers in Holiday Concert
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Community Band is joining the
Edison Intermediate School Broad-
way Singers for the 17th Annual Holi-
day Concert sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation Department.
The concert will be held on Wednes-
day, December 6, at 7 p.m. in the
Edison Intermediate School audito-
rium, located at 800 Rahway Avenue
in Westfield.

To get audience members ready
for the holiday season, the band will
start the program with “An Irving
Berlin Christmas” highlighting clas-
sic favorites such as “Happy Holi-
day,” “White Christmas” and “Let’s
Start the New Year Right.”

The band will explore holiday
music from different cultures and
time periods with selections such as,
“Chanukah is Here,” a collection of
Hebrew Folk Music arranged by
Calvin Custer; the “Ukrainian Bell
Carol,” arranged by Philip Sparke;
and “Fantasia on a 13th Century
Carol” by James Hosay.

Additional holiday selections will
include, “How the Grinch Stole

Christmas,” a new holiday favorite
now on Broadway; “Angels from the
Realms of Glory” and “A Rhapsody
on Christmas Carols.”

The Edison Intermediate School’s
Broadway Singers, directed by
Kristine Smith-Morasso, is an extra-
curricular singing group made up of
select seventh- and eighth-grade stu-
dents. Touring frequently outside of
the school district, the ensemble will
sing a collection of holiday favorites.

Holiday classics, well known to
the audience, include “I’ve Got My
Love to Keep Me Warm,” “Hey
Santa” and “A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas.” Other selections include
“Happy Hanukkah, My Friend”,
“Who Would Imagine a King” and
“All Along Beneath the Mistletoe.”

The band and choir will conclude
the concert with a joint performance
of the “Hallelujah Chorus” by
Handel.

For further information regarding
the holiday concert, contact the
Westfield Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080 or go to
westfieldcommunityband.com.

NJWA Plans Winter
Concert for December 3

Manhattan Ensemble
to Perform in Cranford

CRANFORD – The Manhattan
Choral Ensemble will come to
Cranford on December 2. One of the
top amateur choirs in New York, this
40-voice ensemble will share a per-
formance with their special guests –
members of the Cranford High
School Chorus – in a special benefit
for the Cranford High School music
department.

Thomas Cunningham, the director
of the Manhattan Choral Ensemble
and a resident of Cranford, said he is
excited to bring a program of German
Christmas music to the Calvary
Lutheran Church at 7:30 p.m. on De-
cember 2. This will be a free-will
donation event and does not require a
ticket; the suggested donation is $10.
More information can be found at
manhattanchoralensemble.org.

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Con-
cert Band will play a two-hour con-
cert on Sunday, December 3, at the
YM-YWHA of Union.

The concert will begin at 2 p.m., and
admission is $7, or $5 for members and
seniors. Director Howard Toplansky
continues to intrigue audiences with
his mix of musical selections. This
upcoming concert will feature Russian
music, Latin sounds, marches, ragtime
and the rhythms of Cole Porter.

“I have a vision of re-establishing
the high standard of the this country’s
wind band tradition,” Mr. Toplansky
said. The NJWA Concert Band has
now been in operation for nearly 12
years and is always evolving into a
more cohesive ensemble.

One piece that will be played at the
upcoming concert is entitled “On the
Hills of Manchuria.” Written by
Shatrov, this waltz was composed in
1906 after the end of the Russian-
Japanese War and is one of the most
popular songs in all of Russia. Man-
churia was the location of the last
battle of this conflict, in which 86,000
members of the Russian army lost
their lives. This waltz is a commemo-

ration of the fallen soldiers who are
buried on the hills of Manchuria.

Porter, whose works include “Kiss
Me, Kate” and “Fifty Million French-
men,” is known for his sophisticated,
lyrics, rhymes and complex forms.

The 1930s were Porter’s golden
decade. He had a string of hit shows
including “Gay Divorce” and “Any-
thing Goes.” In 1937, a riding acci-
dent crushed Porter’s legs and left
him in chronic pain and largely
crippled, but he continued to com-
pose. He endured 34 operations on
his right leg, which was ultimately
amputated and replaced with an arti-
ficial limb. He died at the age of 73 of
kidney failure.

Call (908) 789-9696 or e-mail
njwaband@att.net for further infor-
mation about the concert or about
joining the band.

WF Woman Offers Alt.
Approach to Keeping Fit

THE BENEFIT OF JENI-FIT...Westfield resident Jen Wirtshafter, center, takes
her fitness classes to local parks for cardio and strength training.

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Pumping iron in
the gym or walking on the treadmill
isn’t for everyone. Jeni-Fit, an inno-
vative new fitness program created
by Jenifer Wirtshafter, is the perfect
match for outdoors enthusiasts who
enjoy a solid and challenging work-
out.

Jeni-Fit classes are held several
times a week in parks and other sce-
nic nature spots in Westfield and sur-
rounding towns or in a local karate
studio during inclement weather.

Ms. Wirtshafter’s program com-
bines cardio and strength training,
and she ends each class with simple,
healthy eating tips and helpful fitness
tidbits. Every week, a tailored pro-
gram encourages participants to chal-
lenge themselves in new ways.
Plyometrics (jump training), interval
training and speed and agility work-
outs are all incorporated in the cur-
riculum. Utilizing the tools found in
nature, Jeni-Fit students tone all ma-
jor muscle groups, including the core,
which includes the abdomen and back.

Exercise has always been an inte-
gral part of Ms. Wirtshafter’s life.
She’s an American Council of Exer-
cise (ACE) certified personal trainer,
and was a ski instructor in Vail, Colo.
The athlete launched Jeni-Fit, LLC
this spring in response to numerous
requests from friends seeking her as-
sistance in getting fit.

“Exercise is my passion, and I’ve
accumulated years of knowledge from
teaching group fitness programs and
working as a ski instructor,” she said
from her Westfield home. “I enjoy
helping and motivating others to take
control of their exercise and diet re-
gimes. Having grown up in a rural
setting, I’m crazy about the outdoors
and feel that it’s a very motivating
place to get fit.”

Jeni-Fit participants are made up
of men and women, beginners and
fitness buffs. For those who don’t feel
quite ready for running intervals, Ms.
Wirtshafter offers a walking-level
version. Westfield Weight Watchers
leader Ann Thomashow recommends

Jeni-Fit to many of her protégés.
“Jen is surely fit and fabulous. As a

Weight Watchers leader, I always
encourage my members to try some-
thing new,” Ms. Thomashow said.
“So, I decided to take my own advice,
and I really enjoy the outdoors activ-
ity, motivation and energy I receive
weekly from the class. I never con-
sidered myself an athlete, but I am
finding more strength and flexibility
each week that I attend.”

Running-level participants Lori
Yarusi and Susan Taylor of Westfield
are also thrilled with Ms. Wirtshafter’s
program.

“I have been working out with Jeni-
Fit since the spring, and I love the
concept of being outdoors to work
out. Instead of weights, we use rocks;
instead of barbells, we use sticks;
instead of an incline on a treadmill,
we lunge up a hill. We do push-ups
against a fence and sit-ups on a picnic
table while we gaze at a pond or a
background of autumn leaves. We all
get stronger and more fit,” raved Ms.
Yarusi.

Ms. Taylor concurs. “Exercising
outside in a beautiful park setting
with a small friendly class and a very
supportive instructor who conducts a
highly effective work-out is ideal.
Although Jenifer works us very hard,
the class is a positive experience men-
tally and physically,” she commented.

In between maintaining her own
excellent physical condition and
teaching others how to get and stay
fit, Ms. Wirtshafter is also active in
the community.

The mother of three serves on the
Board of Directors of the Jewish Com-
munity Center of Central New Jersey,
chairs the Jewish Federation Family
Mission to Israel and remains in-
volved in the public schools. This
year, she established a chess club at
Tamaques School and will direct a
performance in the school’s variety
show.

First time Jeni-Fit clients are wel-
come to a free trial class from now
until Sunday, December 17. For more
information, contact her at (908) 578-
7055 or Benefit@Jeni-Fit.com.

gathering of country folk,” the strings
gracefully made way for more excel-
lent wind solos from the oboe and
flute.

The ominous beginning of the
fourth movement, “Thunderstorm,”
fittingly brings with it the first sign of
any real discord in the piece, and the
orchestra thundered (no pun intended)
with the kind of intensity Beethoven
usually calls for liberally in his bet-
ter-known works. The musicians un-
leashed all of the ferocity that un-
doubtedly showed up at the mention
of Beethoven’s name, only to have to
wait three full movements before
making an appearance.

Then, as quickly as the torrent
sweeps through, softer tones finally
emerge from the storm and grow
slowly. A docile melody takes shape,
and the “Shepherd’s song; cheerful
and thankful feelings after the storm”
movement blossoms. As the musical
storm passed, the NJSO infused more
confidence into each measure, fulfill-
ing the finale’s movement’s title and
slowly returning to the kinds of gentle
textures the symphony’s earlier move-
ments inspired.

The brass section, which Beethoven
carefully used sparingly in the Sixth,
joined in the exuberant finale, but the
strings and winds, with whom
Beethoven really creates his nature
scenes, carried the final climaxes of
the work.

A pared-down chamber orchestra
supported Korean violinist Hye-Jin
Kim for Mozart’s Violin Concerto
No. 4 to open the second half of the
program.

Kim, a teenager who has appeared
as a soloist with major orchestras
from London to Seoul City to Russia,
performed the concerto, which Mozart
wrote during his own teenage years,
with an acute understanding of the
work’s demands and opportunities.
She played with the crisp bowings
that Mozart requires, while also in-
fusing emotion into the solo; what
few minor intonation missteps there
were immediately faded away as her
elegant tone captivated.

The chamber orchestra supported
Kim thoughtfully; the musicians ca-

ressed their phrases delicately, never
overshadowing the young soloist.

Kim’s cadenzas were superb. She
showed off her impressive technical
proficiency – she skillfully breathed
life into rich double-stop melodies
during multiple movements – and
also a full expressive range.

On a program so much about senti-
ment, excerpts from Act III of
Wagner’s Die Meistersinger von
Nürnberg were an apropos choice to
end the concert. Wagner’s writing is
so tremendously evocative that,
though the orchestra presented only
excerpts from the opera, the selec-
tions were moving all the same.

Maestro Schwarz looked more
comfortable leaning into the darkly
meaty chords of Wagner than he had
been with Beethoven’s jovial sym-
phony; here, the conductor coaxed
wonderfully complex sounds from
the NJSO – it was gritty but polished
all at the same time.

The excellent French horns stole
the show. The French horn is widely
acknowledged as perhaps the most
difficult orchestral instrument to play;
indeed, it can be hard to hear the
beginning of an exposed French horn
line without feeling a little nervous
for its player, as it is rare, even in the
best of orchestras, to hear flawless
French horn playing.

But these musicians were spot
on, locking every note into place
and blending together dynamically
to create a unique, transcendent tex-
ture.

“I never disagree with the great
masters – I am their servant,” Schwarz
had said with a smile before the con-
cert, addressing an audience
member’s pre-concert-lecture ques-
tion.

And though the orchestra-conduc-
tor connection wasn’t always there,
the musicians played with earnest
faithfulness to the three prolific com-
posers whose works they presented.

The Beethoven nerd in me still
longs for a December 22, 1808 repeat
concert, but the NJSO’s impassioned
performance of the Sixth certainly
illuminated an important part of the
composer’s persona.
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NJSO- Beethoven’s Sixth

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Trinity Church to Offer
Christmas Concert

CRANFORD – The three choirs
of Trinity Episcopal Church will of-
fer a candlelight Christmas concert
on Sunday, December 17, at 4 p.m. in
the church, located on North Avenue
at Forest Avenue in Cranford.

The one-hour concert is the sec-
ond in the 11th annual “Music in a
Sacred Place” concert series.

The concert will feature Advent
Season music performed by the
church’s adult, hand bell and
children’s choirs. A reception fol-
lows the concert in Wirthington Hall.

The next concert in the 2006-2007
series will feature the legendary
Whiffinpoofs of Yale University on
Sunday, January 21, at 4 p.m.

For details, call the church at (908)
740-4047 or visit
trinitychurchcranford.com.

First Congregational
Announces Musicales
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
on 125 Elmer Street, announced the
second of their Mid-Day Musicales
concerts for the 2006-2007 season,
with a program by the Enchantment
Duo on December 6 at noon. These
free, half-hour concerts are presented
in the church sanctuary on Wednes-
days during the church seasons of
Advent and Lent, and are followed
by a soup and sandwich luncheon
available in the church social hall for
$5.

The Enchantment Duo of Laura
Karel George, flutist and Beth
Robinson, harpist, has performed to-
gether nationally for more than 25
years. They have been featured in re-
citals at Oberlin College, Wagner Col-
lege, Music for All Seasons, Friends of
Music (Port Charlotte, Florida), JCC
on the Palisades and Barnes and Noble.

Their program in Westfield will
include works by Handel, Karel,
Molnar, and others.

For further information, contact
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

CAS to Perform Haydn,
Vaughn Williams

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
12, 2007, the Choral Art Society of
New Jersey will perform Franz Josef
Haydn’s Theresienmesse and Ralph
Vaughn Williams’ Dona Nobis
Pacem.

Rehearsals will start Tuesday,
January 23 in preparation for the
concert, which will be held at the
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

The Choral Art Society is a non-
profit, community chorus of about
80 singers dedicated to the study
and performace of great choral
works.

Evelyn Bleeke directed the group
from 1963 until her retirement in 1995.
Thomas Booth of Maplewood and
Kathleen Healy-Wedsworth also
served stints as directors of the Soci-
ety. James Little was appointed as the
Society’s director in the spring of
1999.

The Waterfalls of Union County
PHOTO EXHIBIT

Sunday, December 3rd • 11am – 4pm
Trailside Nature & Science Center

452 New Providence Road • Mountainside, NJ

908-456-2773
Photos may be purchased by calling
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WF Symphony Concert
Runs Emotional Gamut

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On November 18,
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO), under the baton of Music
Director David Wroe, continued the
season’s Far East theme with a con-
cert entitled “Songs of the Orient.”

The only two works on the pro-
gram were Das Lied von der Erde
(The Song of the Earth) and Sym-
phony No. 8 in F Major, Op. 93 by
Beethoven. The Mahler piece, set to
German translations of Chinese po-
ems, fit within the premise of the
concert’s title, while the unrelated
Beethoven symphony offered a wel-
come relief from the profundity ad-
dressed in the first half of the pro-
gram.

As written, Das Lied features six
movements that alternate between
tenor and mezzo-soprano soloists, in
this case, the veteran Jon Garrison
and relative newcomer Laura Vlasak
Nolen.

As Maestro Wroe explained after
intermission, due to limited rehearsal
time, he did not include the usual fifth
movement, “Der Trunkene im
Frühling” (The Drunken Man in
Spring) in an effort to better prepare
the five remaining movements. This
was unfortunate for the audience,
which missed a more lighthearted
setup for the final “Der Abshied”
(The Farewell) and another opportu-
nity to hear the tenor.

Except for the usual balance prob-
lems due to the physical elevation of
the woodwinds and brass, which
tended to overshadow the singers
during louder sections, the WSO ex-
ecuted very well.

Mahler’s orchestration creates
many occasions for individual play-
ers to shine in solo or small ensemble.
These exposed passages were beauti-
fully done, and Maestro Wroe per-
suaded each deserving instrumental-
ist to stand up for individual acco-
lades.

The vocalists were both strong. Mr.
Garrison has enjoyed a distinguished
35-year career. His publicity photo in
the program portrayed a man 20 years
younger than the one the audience
saw, but the now-grey-haired tenor
still cut a dashing figure on stage. He
sang with the vigor of a young man,
with a solid technique and
expressivity that demonstrated an
acute awareness of the subtleties of
the text.

I would venture there is little doubt
that Ms. Nolen, who made her pro-
fessional debut only three years ago,
will have a major career. Her voice
was astonishing in its size, resonance
and beauty.

One expected to hear an imperfec-
tion, such as strain in her highest

register, a thinning at the low end or at
least a note that was less than irresist-
ibly lush; but no such flaw surfaced.
Her instrument sounded so natural
and organically produced that there
was never a hint of overexertion, even
on the high G’s, which almost liter-
ally shook the rafters. Her interpreta-
tion also captured the spirit of the
German text.

Even though Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 8 is dwarfed by the two
great ones on either side of it, it charms
with a host of musical surprises. For
example, the second theme in the
exposition of the first movement,
which would usually be in C major, is
first stated in D major, where it sounds
lost, before slipping into the expected
key eight bars later.

Instead of settling there, it modu-
lates further, lingering on the limbo
of a diminished chord before firmly
establishing the secondary key of C
major in the closing theme.

The recapitulation begins unexpect-
edly, with different orchestration than
the exposition. Here, the cellos and
basses carry the principal theme, with
the violins and violas playing sus-
tained chords above them. The ar-
rangement of parts is completely al-
tered throughout, all the way to the
secondary theme.

The second movement Allegretto
Scherzando is a charming trifle, a far
cry from the emotionally heavy con-
trast one has come to expect from the
great composer. As Mr. Wroe re-
marked after the intermission, the
symphony is unusual in its lack of a
real slow movement.

The third movement Minuet is al-
most a throwback to an earlier period.
The Trio is literally that, with two
horns and a clarinet carrying the bulk
of the melodic material. If not for
some interesting chord progressions
in the beginning of the second section
of the trio, one would not ascribe the
movement to the mature Beethoven.

The rapid fourth movement uses an
emphatic “wrong note” C sharp (to-
tally out of place in the key of F
major), at the end of each statement
of the principal theme, which is an
amusing shock to the listener. Similar
to what he does in the first movement,
Beethoven begins the secondary
theme in the foreign key of A flat
major, except this time set up as a
deceptive cadence (the listener
strongly expects a C major chord, and
gets something else).

There are other examples of merri-
ment in this final movement, but space
limits detailing them all. Suffice it to
say that it revels in the joy of notes,
and the result is delight for a discern-
ing audience.

As with most of their performances
CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Carriage House Poetry Series
Celebrates 8th Anniversary
FANWOOD – The Carriage House

Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Thurs-
day, December 7, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall. The fea-
tured readers will be distinguished
poets Renée Ashley and Peter
Murphy.

Ms. Ashley is the author of four
volumes of poetry: “Salt” (which won
the Brittingham Prize in Poetry), “The
Various Reasons of Light,” “The
Revisionist’s Dream” and a chapbook,
“The Museum of Lost Wings,” as well
as a novel, “Someplace Like This.” She
received fellowships from the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts and the
National Endowment for the Arts.
Ashley is a contributing editor to The
Literary Review, and she is on the fac-
ulty of Fairleigh Dickinson University’s
low-residency  Master of Fine Arts
Program in Creative Writing.

Mr. Murphy was born in Wales and
grew up in New York City, where he
operated heavy equipment, managed a
nightclub and drove a cab. “Stubborn
Child,” his first book, was a finalist for
the 2006 Paterson Poetry Prize. He
received awards and fellowships from

the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, the Corporation of Yaddo, the
Folger Shakespeare Library, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities,
the Virginia Center for the Creative
Arts and the White House Commission
on Presidential Scholars. He is the
founder of the Winter Poetry & Prose
Getaway, held annually in Cape May.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
was established in 1998 and has fea-
tured some of the finest poets writing
today, including Gerald Stern, Alicia
Ostriker, BJ Ward, Stephen Dunn,
Catherine Doty, Maria Gillan, Laura
Boss, Diane Lockward and Robert
Carnevale. The series is currently a
satellite project of the Fanwood Arts
Council. Readings are held in the
Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter, an historic Gothic Revival struc-
ture that was once a 19th-century
carriage house, hence the name of the
poetry series. The Ashley/Murphy
reading will mark the eighth anniver-
sary of the series.

The Carriage House reading is free
to the public. An open mic will follow
the featured performance, so attendees
can bring a poem of their own and join
in the reading. For information, call
(908) 889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.

New Jersey Symphony Orchestra
Brings Beethoven’s Sixth to Life
By VICTORIA McCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – This Beethoven purist
dreams of attending a repeat of the
Sixth Symphony’s premiere perfor-
mance – the December 22, 1808 con-
cert that presented the Fifth and Sixth
symphonies as a pair.

That the two wildly different works
were conceived at the same time,
dedicated to the same individuals and
performed side-by-side often sur-
prises people. Beethoven’s Fifth is
the work most would argue embodies
the composer’s revered heroic style –
a musical epic, it poses intense dra-
matic problems that do not find real
resolution until the finale. The Sixth,
the “Pastoral” Symphony, is more
about painting scenes than telling a
story – it is a largely unproblematic
ode to the natural beauty of the world.
The Fifth is rife with conflict and
triumph; the only discord in the Sixth

comes out of programmatic necessity
in the movement entitled “Thunder-
storm” (movements like “Awakening
of joyous feelings upon arriving in
the country” don’t really leave them-
selves open for uncertainty or drama).

And yet each symphony strength-
ens the other. Most people think of
Beethoven and the intense dramatic
rhetoric of the Fifth and imagine a
tortured soul. But taken together, the
Fifth and the Sixth show a man of

many dimensions, a composer who
perhaps meant to indicate that the
reason all the intense drama and
heroicism and doubt were worth the
struggle was because afterwards, one
could more profoundly appreciate the
world’s beauty.

But, for the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra’s Beethoven series, the
composer’s nine symphonies are, un-
derstandably, spread out over this
year’s full concert season. So the Fifth
and Sixth have been separated, as
they most often are. And the orches-
tra must pay attention to other com-
posers as well, so the choice to in-
clude works from Mozart and Wagner
on this concert was not surprising.

So there was no Beethovenian
struggle at NJPAC two weekends ago,
only his picturesque revelry in na-
ture. Not that that was really a prob-
lem, especially since the NJSO
breathed such life into the Sixth Sym-
phony. And though the audience
missed out on the chance to experi-
ence multiple facets of the composer’s
complex personality in tandem, the

opportunity to hear the lyrical
Beethoven and then hear Wagner’s
romanticism, so inspired by
Beethoven, was wonderful.

From the very first notes, the Sixth
was exquisite. To say that hearing a
classical work live is infinitely better
than listening to a recording is cer-
tainly unnecessary, but the way that
the robust string section immediately
filled NJPAC’s Prudential Hall with
Beethoven’s delicate melody was

breathtaking.
The Sixth is an amazing symphony

for strings; Beethoven calls on their
special timbre to wrap around his
nature-evoking themes. And the first
movement unfolded majestically in
the NJSO string players’ hands, pas-
sionate playing anchored by the cel-
los and basses.

The orchestra was slightly out of
synch at certain climaxes; guest con-
ductor Gerard Schwarz didn’t always
appear to communicate clearly with
the musicians, who are used to the
trusting, intuitive baton of Neeme
Järvi. But some truly brilliant perfor-
mances from orchestra members, es-
pecially the principal wind soloists,
kept the focus on the magnificent
beauty of the symphony.

In the second movement, “Scene
by the brook,” the orchestra painted
the serene scene that Beethoven draws
with music, and the flautist and obo-
ist floated lovely melodies over a
string texture. And after vigorously
opening the third movement, “Happy

SomerTones to Present
Free Holiday Concert
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council will present a free perfor-
mance of holiday singing by The
SomerTones on Sunday, December
3, at 2 p.m. at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center. All are invited
to attend.

The SomerTones sing four-part a
cappella music in the barbershop style.
Based in Somerville, the chorus and
its quartets perform at corporate and
charitable functions, private parties,
concerts and community events.

The group’s family program will
include a selection of winter holi-
day songs such as “Jingle Bells,”
“Deck the Halls,” “Winter Wonder-
land” and “Let It Snow,” among
many others.

Founded in 1949 as a chapter of
the Society for the Preservation and
Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America, the cho-
rus was formerly known as The
Hounds for Harmony. It became The
SomerTones in 2000 and was
crowned the Mid-Atlantic District
Northern Division Small Chorus
Champions in 2001.

The Patricia M. Kuran Cultural Arts
Center is located on Watson Road in
Fanwood, adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. For more information
about the concert, call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298.
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439 South Ave. West • Westfield • 908-233-9733

Slow Roasted

Filet Mignon
With Herb Crust • Party of 8 to 10

$329$329$329$329$329
Boneless USDA Beef Tenderloin (6-8 lbs • Medium Rare)

Cheddar Mashed Potatoes • Green Bean Casserole
Glazed Carrots • Mushroom Gravy

Dinner Rolls  • Key Lime Pie

Traditional

Holiday Dinner
16 to 18 lb Oven-Baked-to-Perfection Turkey

Party of 10 to 14

$269$269$269$269$269
(Extra Drumsticks & Breast Meat Available)

Turkey Stuffing • Sweet Potato Casserole
Green Bean w/ Cashew Butter Glazed Carrots

Cranberry Sauce • Turkey Gravy • Dinner Rolls
Our Ever-so-Popular Key Lime Pie

‘PASTORAL’ PERFORMANCE...The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra brought
Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony to life at NJPAC.


