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SP Blue Sharks Win 3-1
Shootout over Scotch Plains

MAKING THE TACKLE…Westfield PAL A defensive tackle Tommy Snyder,
No. 55, makes a tackle on the fourth down against Scotch Plains. Craig Callahan,
No. 24, and Nicky Boyle, No. 40, are there for backup. The A team shut down
Scotch Plains, 12-0, to make it a clean sweep for Westfield over Scotch Plains for
the 8th through 12th grade level.

Westfield PAL A Captures
Division Grid Championship

The Westfield PAL A football team
defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF), 12-0, to win the A Division/
American Conference Championship
of the Suburban Youth Football
League. The win avenged a regular-
season loss to previously undefeated
SPF.

Westfield’s (WF) defense set the
tone on the first series with J.P.
Githens, Garrett Pryor and Tom
Snyder making successive stops, all
for loss yardage. Midway through the
first quarter, WF drove from its own
22 and scored on a Dan Kerr to Ryan

Hess 23-yard completion. The SPF’s
defense had been unscored upon dur-
ing the season. The 12-play drive
included a seven-yard power run by
Matt Bucchino, a 17-yard comple-
tion from Kerr to Patrick Bergin and
a third-and-five completion to Tim
Donovan to keep the drive alive. Nicky
Boyle, Anthony Mastrocola and Jack
Kephart helped stop SPF’s offense
for no positive yardage for the half.

SPF’s opening drive in the second
half stalled. Boyle and Snyder stopped
a fake punt. WF’s offense started on
SPF’s 32 and scored on Kephart’s 10-
yard run. Then defensemen Christian
Barber made a good stop, Nick
Matthews recorded an eight-yard
sack, Craig Callahan blocked a pass
and safety Kyle Wolf blitzed to throw
the runner for a 17-yard loss.
Matthews recovered a fumble.

The teams exchanged punts with
Wolf returning two punts for good
field position. SPF’s last effort was

foiled by Steven Forgash’s fourth in-
terception of the season (3 returned
for TDs).

Westfield held SPF to net 12 yards
and no pass completions. Tom Snyder
recorded five tackles. Kephart had 69
yards rushing and Kerr completed four
passes for 55 yards. Many WHS var-
sity football players attended the game
and inspired the A-team to emulate
their recent victory over SPFHS.

Westfield A will play the A-Divi-
sion/National Conference champ,
Summit, in the SYFL Superbowl on
Sunday at Kehler Stadium at noon.

TACKLING A RUNNING BACK…Scotch Plains PAL A players Zach Tussell
and Kyle Berwick take down a Westfield runner in a 12-0 loss to Westfield in the
playoffs. The loss follows a regular season 19-0 win over Westfield just two weeks
ago and caps Scotch Plains’ 9-1 season.

Holmdel Boys Singe
Soccer Raiders, 1-0
Three days after capturing the

Union County Tournament title
with a 4-2 victory over Union, the
No. 13 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team
lost its bid to become North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 champi-
ons by falling to Holmdel, 1-0, in
the semifinals in Holmdel on No-
vember 7.

The 16-6-1 Raiders, who flat-
tened Voorhees, 3-0, in the last
year’s sectional final to earn its
third consecutive sectional cham-
pionship and 13th overall, fell vic-
tim to a disputed goal after keeper
Brandon Reddington was knocked
down and Holmdel’s Kyle Will-
iams tapped the ball in the net
with 28 seconds remaining in the
game.

Melissa McKenna saved three of
four shots and Lauren Berk provided
the winning penalty kick as the Scotch
Plains Blue Sharks took the shootout,
3-1, over Scotch Plains after the teams
had battled through 80 minutes of
regulation and two five-minute
overtimes to a 3-3 tie on November
11 at Memorial Field in Scotch Plains.

Erin Brown put the team on top
with a beautiful shot from a tough
angle in the first minute but Scotch
Plains bounced back to tie on a per-
fectly-placed direct kick from Olivia
Checchio. Amanda Rodriguez put the
Sharks back ahead when she con-
nected on a hard left-footed shot be-
fore halftime but Scotch Plains went
ahead, 3-2, with a pair of second half
goals. It was the first time all year the
Sharks trailed in the second half and

the first time they had given up mul-
tiple goals.

With time running down, the Sharks
were awarded a penalty kick on a
handball and Jessica DiGiacomo tied
the game with a well-placed penalty
shot.

In the penalty kick shootout,
DiGiacomo nailed the first shot and
after Scotch Plains evened it, Alyssa
Young put the Sharks ahead to stay
with a well-placed low shot. McKenna
made her third straight save and Berk
clinched it on the final round when
her hard shot could not be held.

Also standing out for the winners
were Rebecca DiGiacomo, Sarah
Weber, Danielle Schwiezer, Lauren
Buckley, Emma Kaplan, Sarah
Lazarus, Toni Ann Capece, Emily
Cohen and Kara Gaynor.

Need Any More Be Said?

SP-F PAL ‘A’ Completes
4th Annual Park Grooming
Football in the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood P.A.L. means much more
than learning football and winning
games. The program teaches players
that they have a responsibility to their
community, and that they need to be
proactive with that responsibility.

This is among many positive char-
acter traits taught by the SPF P.A.L.
football program through the hard
work of preparing for football con-
tests. Sportsmanship, respect, disci-
pline and teamwork are among other
traits learned as a player in the pro-
gram.

For this fourth and final year of
P.A.L., the 8th graders of the “A”
Team invited the “B” Team, 7th grad-

ers, to introduce them to the annual
cleaning project started when the “A”
Team players were in grammar
school. The players of both squads
had the opportunity to experience the
positive feeling of giving back to their
community.

On September 30, the players led
their families through a Union County
park, Seeley Pond Park, to clean it of
the litter that has accumulated through
it’s use. The young gridders sacri-
ficed their Saturday in exchange for
hours of hard work. The park is now
ready for all to enjoy the fall foliage.

Building on their 8-1 season in
2005, the Scotch Plains A Squad fin-
ished 9-1 this season.

DOING A GOOD DEED…The Scotch Plains Fanwood P.A.L. Football players
from the A Squad (8th grade) finished their fourth year of cleaning a Union
County park, this time inviting the B Team (7th grade). The hard work of 50
players, coaches and parents will allow those in the community to enjoy Seeley
Pond Park in Union County.

Courtesy of Fanwood resident Dean Talcott for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEET VICTORY...Rutgers fans storm the field after defeating Louisville.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO RUMBLE FOR A BIG GAIN…Raider running back Greg
Brand, No. 22, looks to break into the clear behind his blockers in the state
sectional game against Morristown.
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Located in a wonderful neighborhood convenient to trains, buses
and schools. With the YMCA and JCC within walking distance,
this spacious home is in the excellent McGinn School district.  A
serene view of woods and a lovely garden insure privacy and offers
an enjoyment of nature’s charms.  A small brook meanders through
the back of the woods and garden.  Inside, a large living room,
formal dining room and friendly family room are all overlooking
the yard and provide comfortable living space.  The spacious garden
room offers many possibilities for relaxation and pleasure.  Offering
the convenience of an en suite bath, the master bedroom is one of
four good sized bedrooms on the sleeping level.  See and enjoy
this terrific home.  Offered at $699,000  WSF#0823

Located on a lovely cul de sac this sprawling expanded ranch home
offers the luxury of space and an open flowing floor plan.  The
gracious curve of the circular drive welcomes you to the front door.
Step through into the high and open foyer that leads to the lovely
living room showing beamed volume ceilings and a wall of windows
overlooking the gorgeous landscaped grounds.  The recently
decorated large rooms are accented with hardwood floors, skylights
and many recessed lights.  The newly redone kitchen offers every
convenience and opens both to the wonderful family sized dining
room and the family room with a warm welcoming fireplace and
built-in bookshelves.  Take a step through glass doors and you
will be in the screened porch leading to the back garden with a
playhouse and delightful patio.  Three bedrooms and two full baths
complete the first floor.  On the second floor the spacious master
suite boasts three walk-in closets and a stunning new bath with
whirlpool tub and rimless shower stall all brightened by the skylight
above.  The light and airy feeling offers a wonderful sense of warmth
to daily living.  Offered at $819,000  WSF#0742

Nestled into the side of a hill this beautifully landscaped property
offers a yard with total privacy and a unique potential for a possible
tennis court or pool.  An open floor plan and very spacious rooms
create a feeling of light and air enhanced by volume ceilings.  The
kitchen, the Great room and the master bedroom all open onto
the very private deck and garden.  The large kitchen leads to the
formal dining room as well as a home office and laundry.  The
two-story great room with fireplace is wonderful for entertaining
and the family room is an ideal place to relax.  The master suite
boasts a luxurious bath and large walk-in closets.  Should you
wish a second floor master suite, playroom or media room, a huge
unfinished space is available as well as the three large bedrooms
and bath.  Gracious and inviting, this home is sure to offer the
excitement and comfort that only a very special type of space can
offer.  Offered at $1,075,000  WSF#0802

REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

SOUTHSIDE SCOTCH PLAINS
Three wonderful One-Acre Properties

Any one of these lovely homes could be a place to enjoy the life style you have dreamed of having.
Practical – Beautiful – Spacious – and Family Friendly


