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WHS Hall of Fame Has
A Quality Seventh Class

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The seventh class of inductees into
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
will be honored this Monday night at
the Westwood, North Avenue,
Garwood. Glen Kehler, a Hall of Famer
himself, will be the Master of Ceremo-
nies, filling the very big shoes of Roger
Love, who is sidelined by illness.

This year’s inductees are:
Individuals: Roger Anderson (Class

of ’55, swimming), Brian Ciemniecki
(’96, football, basketball, baseball),
Denise Comby (’80, field hockey, bas-
ketball, softball), Matt Elmuccio (’97,
cross country, track), Bob Harvey (’71,
football, wrestling), Andy Hubsch (’76,
cross-country, track), Dave Robinson
(’75, soccer, tennis), Jack Rogers (’41,
football, swimming, tennis), Steve
Tebbetts (’72, soccer, baseball), Bob
Torborg (’28, basketball, baseball), and
Marcie Williams (’90, soccer, basket-
ball, track).

Team: The unbeaten, No. 1-ranked
1970 football team. (Word is there will
be a video of that team’s legendary 62-
22 win over Montclair playing during
the entire evening.)

Coach: Chuck Gantner, boys swim-
ming.

That would be a great first group of
inductees — all 11 individuals had
great success both during and after
high school, the football team is among
the best in state history, and Gantner
remains among the great coaches of
any sport at any school — and just
shows the depth of talent at WHS over
the years. And the program booklet for
the evening is a true collector’s item,
with half-page articles and a photo
about each of the new inductees, plus
headshots and mini-biographies of
every member of the Hall’s first six
induction classes.

(If you would like to nominate an
athlete, team or coach to be considered
for the Class of 2008 or beyond, you
can get a form at the high school ath-
letic department. To be eligible, an
athlete must be out of WHS for five
years, or a coach must be retired, al-
though they can still be teaching.)

The dinner starts promptly at 7 p.m.,
with a cocktail hour starting at 6. There
is also a noon-to-2 p.m. luncheon at
the high school for all the new induct-
ees, and also for the many former
inductees who will be returning for the
festivities. Tickets ($40) can be pur-
chased at the door, or at the WHS
athletic department. Please try to pur-
chase your tickets before the dinner, to
make things easier for the wait-crew at
the Westwood.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Family obligations (see Missing in

Action below) kept me from being at
last Saturday’s NJSIAA consolation
game against Bridgewater-Raritan.
While the body was in a Southwest
Airlines plane headed north (liftoff

was a 1 p.m.), the mind was at Kehler
Stadium, hoping the Blue Devils would
end the hex that Bridgewater teams
have had over us of late. Boys swim-
ming, boys tennis, boys soccer, girls
soccer and girls cross-country have all
been humbled by Bridgewater in sec-
tional competition during the last year.
Thankfully, the football team righted
the situation.

Malcolm Allen was having another
big game before an ankle injury side-
lined him and opened the doors for
Ricardo Johnson, who ran for over 100
yards and put up two late touchdowns
to wrap up the 35-18 victory. All that
stands between WHS and a solid 6-4
season is a Plainfield team that is 1-8
and has been a major disappointment.
Team records tend to not mean much
in Thanksgiving Day rivalry games,
and Plainfield can salvage something
out of its season with a win. (We’ll get
into the WHS-PHS game more next
week.)

In a couple of other football-related
items: The four teams that beat WHS
— Linden, Union, Irvington and Eliza-
beth — all won their playoff openers
last weekend. So Linden plays Eliza-
beth while Union visits Phillipsburg,
both tomorrow night, and Irvington
hosts South Plainfield Saturday.

We called WHS coach Jim DeSarno
this past Sunday around noon, but he
wasn’t home. At church? No. Out with
the wife and kids? Nope. He was at
Gary Kehler Stadium, where the
Westfield PAL teams were in their
playoffs. A coach who passes up watch-
ing the NFL for the Westfield PAL? If
you’re a WHS fan(atic), you’ve got to
love that.

MISSING IN ACTION
Geez, the Den takes a couple of days

off to go cruisin’ down in Key West and
things just fall apart. Just kidding, but
…

First the girls soccer team falls to
Bridgewater in the sectional semifi-
nals on Monday, then the boys do the
same, in overtime, on Tuesday. And
then the volleyball team gets blanked
2-0 for the first time all season, by
Southern Regional down by Long
Beach Island. (We would ask why WHS
had to travel to Stafford Township when
it had a better won-lost record and had
faced tougher competition, but then
we’d have to discuss why Southern’s
coach was on the seeding committee,
and so got to host the game, and how
Southern rarely loses at home because
… but that might sound like sour
grapes, so we won’t go there.)

Luckily the gymnastics squad con-
tinued its amazing season with a sec-
tional championship, and then finished
seventh at the state championships last
weekend.

OUT OF STATE UPDATE
This will be the season’s final up-

date, after Massillon (Ohio) fell to
Toledo-Whitmer 14-10 in the Regional
semifinals, thus missing out on a
rematch with Canton-McKinley. The
Tigers (7-5) coulda, woulda, shoulda
won but blew a 10-0 lead and lost on a
24-yard touchdown pass in the fourth
quarter, on a fourth-and-14 play! …
Neshaminy (6-4) didn’t qualify for the
PIAA playoffs.

HARLEY A NITTANY LION
It’s an amazing success story, about

a goofy, scrawny kid who wasn’t given
much of a shot at ever making it big in
swimming. But the goofy, scrawny kid
has this one magic ingredient in his
makeup: he loves to swim, swim, swim
and swim some more. He goes from an
eighth grader who isn’t expected to
make much of a dent when he gets to
the WHS varsity, and whose club
coaches spend more-than-normal time
kicking him out of practice, to become
a mainstay on the perennial power-
house Blue Devils, one of the better
distance swimmers in the entire coun-
try and, last week, a signee to attend
Penn State next fall.

The young man is P.J. Harley, who
has been a total force on the WHS
swim team for three years, and is one
of the team’s captains this winter. He
has won county individual titles in the
200- and 500-yard freestyle, while
helping the team to one state champi-
onship (2004) and three county crowns
(2004-05-06).

Harley is no longer a scrawny little
kid (although he still would qualify as
a bit goofy). But he’s come so far as a
swimmer that it wouldn’t be a shock to
see him erase one of the toughest school
records — Chris McFadden’s 4:33.74
in the 500 freestyle — and maybe
become the school’s first individual
state champion since Darren Hertell
and Dave Schwartz back in 1993.

THE WRIGHT STUFF
Former WHS swim captain Peter

Wright (Class of ’89) has become quite
a success as a coach. This past sum-
mer, at the University of Maryland,
Wright’s Spartanburg, S.C., team cap-
tured the overall and men’s titles (the
women were second) at the YMCA
Long Course National Championships.
The team captured five relays, includ-
ing a 4x200-meter freestyle relay that
broke a 10-year-old record.

(Yes, that’s Spartanburg, home of
several Waffle Houses and their yummy
grits, ’50s rockabilly star Joe Bennett
{and the Sparkletones}, and Duncan
Park, an 80-year-old gem of a baseball
stadium.)

Wright’s family has deep roots in
WHS swimming. Besides Pete, there
was younger sister Brandeis, who still
holds the school record in the 100-yard
backstroke (1:01.53), and mom Peggy,
who was an assist coach under Merilyn
Diamond before coaching the 1990

team into the state championship meet,
where it lost to Camden Catholic.

BY THE BOOK
Joseph Monninger, WHS ’71, has

written a book on New Jersey fighter
Tony Galento, titled “Two Ton,” sub-
titled “One Fight, One Night, Tony
Galento v. Joe Louis.” It’s a wonder-
ful trip back in time to the America of
the 1930s, when boxing was second
only to baseball in popularity.
Monninger, arguably the best quar-
terback to ever throw a pass for WHS
back when he was known as “Broad
Street Joe,” has written eight novels
and two memoirs and now lives in
New Hampshire. (Contact:
www.steerforth.com.) He’ll be in town
next week for the Hall of Fame induc-
tion of the ’70 football team.

Another former WHS athlete-
turned-author is Rob Schram, or Dr.
Robert H. Schram. The ex-baseball/
soccer standout is now Executive Di-
rector of BARC in Bucks County, Pa.,
and his book is “Maximize Life,” sub-
titled “By Living for Peace, Harmony
and Joy.” It’s about living each mo-
ment of every day, and realizing that
life is what you make it. (Contact:
www.maximizelifenow.net.)

The late Walt Hansgen is unknown
to most current Westfielders
(Westfieldians?), but in the 1950s he
was a good enough auto racer that he
was a Sports Illustrated “Faces in the
Crowd.” And good enough to have a
nearly 400-page book written by
Michael Argetsinger titled “Walt
Hansgen, His Life and the History of
Post-War American Road Racing.”
Travel the racing circuit of Watkins
Glen, Le Mans, Silverstone, Sebring
and Road America with the 1940
WHS graduate. (Contact:
www.bullpublishing.com.)

ON THIS DATE
1946: Frank Savoye’s 1-yard run

with 10 seconds left lifts Westfield to a
14-7 win over West Orange.

1974: Glen Kehler runs for 219 yards
on a school-record 37 carries and
Westfield edges Linden 20-17 on a late
John Davis-to-Bruce Jester pass.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
It’s not often the Devil of the Week

plays in a losing cause, but that’s the
case today, with Anna Koehler the
winner of this week’s free sub sand-
wich from Al the Owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue). The senior
three-year volleyball standout saw her
season end a million miles from home
last week at Southern Regional, but
she had a dozen digs and led WHS’s
famous pre-meet circle dance.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
possible news items at
bj1019@aol.com. GO DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Anna Koehler

Volleyball

Blue Devil Boys Place Ninth
In Group 4 Cross-Country

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team finished ninth with
a 250 total in the Group 4 meet at
Holmdel Park on November 11 and
the Blue Devil girls placed 15th in
their group with a 328 total. Old
Bridge won the boys group with a
total of 95 and Colts Neck won the
girls with a 75 total.

Blue Devil Evan Friedman placed
24th with a time of 17:12, Kevin
O’Rourke finished 51st at 17:38 and
Alex Tarlow came in 60th with a
time of 18:02. Brendan Berkowitz
and Neil Fitzpatrick were 80th and
81st, respectively, both timed at
18:12. Brent Souders finished 88th

with a time of 18:17 and Matt Harris
crossed 115th at 18:42.

Blue Devil Nicole DiBenedetto had
a personal-best time of 20:26 – 20
seconds better than her previous time
– to place her seventh on the WHS
All-Time list. Kim Legones placed
14th on the All-Time list with a time
of 20:59. Her previous best was 21:08.
Marissa Mumford had a time of 21:59,
Rose Driscoll crossed in 22:11, Ali
Lowenstein crossed in 22:33, Ayn
Wisler finished in 22:34 and Jenn
Danielsson finished in 23:30.

“Nicole Di Bennedetto had a great
race as did Kim Legones. Both of
them made our all time list,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish. “The team placed 15th over-
all in the meet, which is good. We had
hoped for a slightly better perfor-
mance. Top ten would have been a
great achievement given the quality
of Group IV.”

In the boys Non-Public A race,
Union Catholic Viking Brian Guterl
finished second with a time of 16:24
behind Tom Poland of Delbarton who
crossed in 16:02. The Vikings finished
15th with a total of 395 Don Bosco
Prep took top honors with a 51 total.

TOP 5 GROUP 4 BOYS TEAMS:
1. Old Bridge 95, 2. Ridgewood 104,

3. Jackson 114, 4. Phillipsburg 186, 5.
Cherokee 200

TOP 5 GROUP 4 GIRLS TEAMS:
1. Colts Neck 75, 2. Cherry Hill East

117, 3. Lenape 174, 4. Roxbury 178, 5.
Cherokee 181

Soccer Panthers Oust
Blue Devil Boys, 2-1

Defending champs Bridgewater-
Raritan defeated the Westfield High
School boys soccer team, 2-1, in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semi-
finals in Bridgewater on November 7.
Matt Kassel converted a penalty kick
in the first half and assist Steve
Reynolds on the winning goal early
in overtime to give the 17-5-1 Pan-
thers the victory.

Andy Brill netted a goal in the
second half for the 13-7-2 Blue Dev-
ils and Mike Lessner made 11 saves.
Sam Callari had 11 saves for the
Panthers.
Westfield 0 1 0 1
BrH2O 1 0 1 2

2160 Seward Drive, Scotch Plains
Fabulous split level w/many updates.

Features 4 BR, 2.1 BA, HW flrs,

freshly painted throughout. Wood-burning FP,

fenced-in yard w/brick patio.

Dir: Lamberts Mill Rd. to Seward Dr.

$599,900

Basking Ridge/Bernardsville Office    908-766-0808

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, November 19th • 1-4PM

MOUNTAINSIDE $679,900 WESTFIELD $949,000

WESTFIELD $739,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $849,900

WESTFIELD $825,000

WESTFIELD $429,900

Beautiful Ranch.  Bring your family home for the holidays!  Im-
maculate 3 Bedroom Ranch offers hardwood floors, Eat-In Kitchen,
3 baths and a finished basement.  Entertain in the Formal Dining
Room.  Spectacular view of the mountain.

Exquisite Colonial with enchanting arts and crafts styling, hardwood
floors, box beam ceilings, fabulous new Eat-In Kitchen with granite
counters and top-of-the-line appliances, large Master Bedroom with
luxury bath, beautiful landscaped yard with koi pond.

Charm filled Colonial with fabulous newer Eat-In Kitchen, Living
Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room with corner cabinet and
comfy Family Room, 3 Bedrooms, new 1.5 baths, French doors to
lovely fenced yard with patio, close to library and school.

Dazzling interior with soaring ceilings, hardwood floors and paladian
windows, Family Room with marble fireplace opens to Kitchen with
eat area, slider to deck and yard that backs to parklands, Master
Bedroom with custom walk-in closet and bath, great location.

Location!  Location!  Location!  This great home with a great loca-
tion offers 7 rooms, 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths, CAC, wood floors, Eat-In
Kitchen with sliders to tiered deck overlooking rear yard, Recreation
Room, new windows, siding.

Sunny 4 Bedroom Colonial with hardwood floors, moldings and
abundant windows, new bath, furnace 2006, Family Room with view
of deep beautiful yard, Living Room with fireplace and French doors,
Formal Dining Room, den, Eat-In Kitchen with newer dishwasher
and refrigerator, basement Recreation Room and walk-up attic.


