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Election Wrap-Up
after residents heavily opposed the
zoo at a freeholders’ meeting.

Some of the Democrat freeholders,
who have swept every race since 1995,
actually out-tallied the top of the
Democratic ticket in several towns,
including Scotch Plains, Garwood and
Fanwood. The Democrats won Scotch
Plains by almost 500 votes and
Fanwood by 162 votes, while the GOP
were victorious in Westfield by 383
votes and Mountainside by 537 votes.

“It’s really a thrill for us to win a
town [like] Scotch Plains,” Mr.
Mirabella added.

Republican freeholder candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi lost her home-
town of Garwood by 14 tallies.

While the defeat of Linden Mayor
John Gregorio by independent Rich-
ard Gerbounka, 4,786 to 4,717, was
one of the biggest stories of the night,
Republicans managed to pick up
council seats in Roselle Park and
Kenilworth. Democrats added seats
in Clark and Springfield.

Mr. Mirabella, who was re-elected
for a fourth term, said of Mayor
Gregorio’s defeat, “That was a blow
for us. I don’t think anyone predicted
that. That was the biggest shocker to
me.”

Scotch Plains Democrats won two
seats on the township council to re-
duce the GOP majority to 3-2 on the
governing body with the victory of
Kevin Glover (3,992) and Jeff Strauss
(3,985) over incumbent Council-
woman Carolyn Sorge (3,860) and
Republican Rich Duthie (3,791). GOP
Incumbent Nancy Malool (3,978) was
re-elected, while Democrat Neal
LeStrange garnered 3,760 votes.

Fanwood Democrats maintained a
6-0 borough council majority with
the victory of Councilwoman Donna
Dolce (1,506) and David Valian
(1,368) over Republicans Andy
MacDonald (1,322), a former coun-
cilman, and Richard Alber (1,253).

In Berkeley Heights, Republican
Mayor David Cohen was victorious as
the township’s first elected mayor, but
won by less than 240 votes against a
write-in candidate, former Democratic
Committeeman John Miller, 2,279 to
2,041, in the heavily Republican town.

GOP Roselle Park Mayor Joseph
DeIorio won his fourth term in a tight
race over retired police lieutenant Carl
Hokanson, a Democrat, 1,983 to
1,917. The GOP also picked up seats
on the borough council with wins by
Richard Matarante (514) over
Michael Peterson (411) and Michael
Yakubov (402) over Democratic in-
cumbent Robert Zeglarski (349) to
give the GOP a 5-1 council majority.
Republicans also held three seats on
the Summit Common Council, with
victories by Diane Klaif (1,654) over
Melody Irwin (1,449), J. Andrew Lark
(1,823) over Teresa Tauber (1,671)
and Dave Bombaars (1,855) over Jill
Anne LaZare (1,659).

In Cranford, Republican David

Robinson defeated Democrat
Jonathan Jaffe, 4,313 to 3,974, for an
open seat vacated by Democratic
Mayor Dan Ashenbach on the town-
ship committee to give the GOP a 3-
2 majority in 2007. Democrats picked
up a seat on the Clark council with the
victory by Richard Kazanowski over
incumbent GOP Councilman Robert
Bothe, 617 to 587. Incumbent Re-
publican Councilman Frank
Mazzarella defeated Democrat Jo-
seph Pubchara, 742 to 605. Republi-
cans Patrick O’Connor and Brian Toal
ran unopposed. The GOP will now
have a 6-1 majority come January.

Despite the Democratic victories
nationally and statewide, Kenilworth
GOP candidates Kathi Fiamingo
(1,365), a former councilwoman, and
Fred Pugliese (1,264) knocked off
two incumbent Democrats – four-
term councilwoman Carmela
Colosimo (1,071) and Frederick Soos
(992) – to reduce the Democratic
majority to 5-2 on the council.

Mr. Morin said the GOP’s victory
in Kenilworth “was pretty resound-
ing.” He said the Kenilworth Demo-
cratic governing body’s issuance of
municipal contracts to officials from
Union Township was a big campaign
issue. He said the victory shows that
the GOP “will compete in the 22nd
legislative district at least at the mu-
nicipal level.”

In New Providence, Republican
Councilman John Thoms defeated
Democrat Norman Samodovitz, the
borough’s recreation director, 2,551
to 1,613. Mr. Samodovitz has a pend-
ing lawsuit against the borough,
claiming he was the one of 85 mu-
nicipal employees not to receive a
raise this year. Mr. Thoms replaces
Republican Mayor Allen Morgan,
who opted not to seek re-election due
to a change of his work schedule.

New Providence incumbent GOP
councilmen J. Brooke Hern (2,385)
and Stephen Vengrow (2,236) won
re-election over Democrats Douglas
Ashkinsky (1691) and Rosanne
McGraw (1,894). Mr. Hern, a former
Democrat, ran for the State Assembly
in 2001 with former Westfield mayor
Tom Jardim.

Turnout was higher locally in towns
like Westfield and Scotch Plains, which
hovered around 55 to 56 percent, than
county-wide, which was 49 percent.

Former Westfielder Wins
Hunterdon County Race

WESTFIELD – Frenchtown Mayor
Ron Sworen and former Clinton Mayor
Matt Holt, Republicans, beat Hunterdon
County Democrats for three-year terms
on the Hunterdon County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. They received
23,064 and 24,011 votes, respectively,
to beat the Democrats, Lebanon Bor-
ough Councilman Chris Foley, with
17,614 votes, and Delaware Township
utilities and zoning board member
Martin Siecke, with 16,451. GOP Free-
holders Nancy Palladino and Marcia
Karrow did not run for new terms.

Mr. Sworen grew up in Westfield
on Grant Avenue, where his parents,
married for 50 years, still live.

Where you receive your cancer treatment is 
one of the most important decisions you will ever
make. Before you go anywhere else for radiation
oncology, take the time to compare Saint Barnabas:

Internationally recognized radiation oncologists
unsurpassed by any other 
cancer-care treatment center in New Jersey 

• Four full-time radiation oncologists; trained and
worked at Harvard, Sloan-Kettering, and University
of Pennsylvania

• Consistently named in Best Doctors in 
New York metropolitan area

• Three full-time PhD physicists 

Most sophisticated diagnostic and treatment
equipment available for accurate and effective
radiation 

• The only TomoTherapy unit in New Jersey

• WideBore CT-simulator 

• Stereotactic radiosurgery 

• VariSeed and Acculoc: More than 150 prostrate
seeds and needle implants performed each year

Flexible treatment hours close to home

Transportation provided from most locations 
if needed

Virtually all insurance accepted

Why you can’t do better than Saint Barnabas

Short Hills Radiation Oncology 
at Saint Barnabas Medical Center

Robert Goodman, MD 94 Old Short Hills Road
Alison Grann, MD Livingston, NJ 07039
Raquel T. Wagman, MD 973-322-5630
Andrew Zablow, MD www.sbhcsradonc.com

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

STICKLEY • KINDEL • HANCOCK & MOORE • BAKER • HENKEL-HARRIS • KARGES

SHIFMAN • SOUTHWOOD • STATTON • DIMES • EJ VICTOR • WIDDICOMB

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069  (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5 

61ST ANNIVERSARY SALE
STOREWIDE SAVINGS EXTENDED THRU SUN NOV 19

STICKLEY TRUCKLOAD SALE
50% OFF RETAIL ALL TRUCK PIECES

25th Anniversary Special

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Candidate Hunterdon Total 

Ron Sworen (R) 23,064

Matthew Holt (R) 24,011

Martin J. Siecke (D) 16,451

Christopher M. Foley (D) 17,614

2006 Election: Hunterdon County Freeholders
(Unofficial, not counting absentee ballots)

Bramnick to Speak on
Comedy and Politics
ATLANTIC CITY – Assembly-

man Jon Bramnick of Westfield
spoke on the topic of comedy and
politics during the League of Mu-
nicipalities convention at the Atlan-
tic City Convention Center on No-
vember 14.

Assemblyman Bramnick has won
the title of Funniest Lawyer in New
Jersey every year since the event has
been held.

Fanwood Environmental
Commission Seeks Members
FANWOOD — The Fanwood En-

vironmental Commission is seeking
new members for immediate appoint-
ment to the commission.

The commission serves as an advi-
sor to the planning board and other
municipal agencies, works to pre-
serve the borough’s natural resources
and educates residents on ways to
help protect the environment.

The primary function of the com-
mission is to review site plans sched-
uled to go before the planning board
for any detrimental impact to the en-
vironment, such as flooding, soil ero-
sion, noise pollution and traffic. The
commission then makes recommen-
dations to the board, including sug-
gestions to modify the plans, which
would alleviate their impact on the
environment.

In addition to the site plan review,
the commission is involved in a
myriad of projects, which benefit the
borough.

The commission has oversight re-
sponsibility for the Fanwood Nature
Center, in coordination with Dean
Talcott, the caretaker of the center.
Mr. Talcott, who recently resigned
from the commission after 14 years
of service, served as chairman of the
commission for nine years and has
been the caretaker of the nature cen-
ter for the past 13 years.

In 2005, the commission, led by Mr.
Talcott and current commission Chair-
man Gary Szelc, was instrumental in
working with the mayor and council to
declare the Fanwood Nature Center a
conservation zone, thereby prevent-
ing future development on the site. It
became apparent that the nature center
was not previously protected open
space, after Verizon made an applica-
tion to the planning board in 2003 to
install a cellular antenna tower in the
nature center.

The commission is updating the
borough’s Environmental Resource
Inventory (“ERI”), also known as a
Natural Resource Inventory, which
provides a comprehensive look at a
municipality’s natural resources, en-
vironmental features and unique char-
acteristics. ERIs are used to increase
public knowledge and understanding
of the environment and are often used
by planning boards, environmental
commissions and other governmen-
tal bodies for municipal land use plan-
ning and site plan review. The update
was financed in part from a Smart
Growth Planning Grant the commis-
sion was awarded from the Associa-
tion of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions (ANJEC) and with
matching funds from the borough.

In early 2006, commission mem-
ber Dave Schwartzberg worked with
the Rutgers Master Gardeners to have
a rain garden installed on the grounds
of the Fanwood Library. Rain gar-
dens are planted with native plants,
which collect storm water and re-
charge groundwater supply.

Mr. Schwartzberg is working with
borough officials in connection with
the installation of “No Dumping”
markers on all borough storm drains
to comply with new storm water man-
agement regulations recently passed
by the State of New Jersey. The pur-
pose of the markers is to remind resi-
dents that whatever enters storm wa-
ter drains flows untreated into local
waterways.

The commission will continue to
work with the borough in connection
with the borough’s redevelopment
plan and open space preservation.

Candidates need not have prior
experience, but must have an interest
in protecting and preserving the
borough’s environment. All members
of the public are welcome to attend
the commission’s meetings, which
are held the third Thursday of every
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
Train Station Meeting Room.

Anyone interested in being consid-
ered for an appointment to the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion is asked to contact
Environ@visitFanwood.com or to
leave a message in the environmental
commission mailbox at borough hall.

IN THE NAVY…Megan Silk, the daughter of Cathy and Jeff Silk of Fanwood, has
been attending the United States Naval Academy since June 28, a week after her
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduation.

Garwood Borough Reminds
Residents of Leaf Rules

GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood reminds residents of fall
leaf rules. Chapter 99, section 40.1-4
of the Code of the Borough of
Garwood concerning yard waste con-
tains specific guidelines for placing
leaves at the curb for pickup.

Leaves placed curbside must be
picked up in seven days in accor-
dance with law; officials say strict
adherence to the schedule is manda-
tory. The Department of Public Works
enforces these rules; failure to com-
ply could result in the issue of a

summons and penalty. Residents will
be notified and have 48 hours to re-
move their leaves before a summons
is issued.

Curbside leaves must be placed
one foot away from the curb to allow
water to flow by and to prevent leaves
from traveling into the storm sewer.

Residents may bag their leaves and
put them out according to schedule.
Bags are available free to residents at
the Department of Public Works ga-
rage at 15 South Avenue.

In September, curbside and leaf
bagging pickup schedules were
mailed to all residents. Anyone who
has lost the schedule can call borough
hall at (908) 789-0710. The borough
appreciates resident cooperation.
Anyone with questions may call the
DPW at (908) 789-1522.

Residents can download the fall
newsletter and schedule at
garwood.org.


