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Our Alzheimer’s care begins with 
what’s been forgotten.

Each senior has a history that makes them a
unique individual. At Sunrise our approach
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding
the stories and details of a senior’s life. 

Knowing our residents better means we can
help them attain what we call “pleasant days”
by finding activities they can enjoy and be 
successful at. We do this in specially designed

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing,
where who they are is never forgotten.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living commu-
nity for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment.
In Mountainside and Westfield, we feature
our Reminiscence program for Alzheimer’s
residents.

Upcoming Event at Brighton Gardens of Mountainside

“Open House and Jewelry Sale”
Saturday, November 18 • 11am-3pm • Refreshments • Door Prizes • Entertainment

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Area Education News

UNITED WE STAND…Fifth-grade Jefferson Elementary School Junior Girl
Scout Troop 766 and first-grade Brownie Troop 20 were visited recently by Bob
Eichman and Mr. Shea of the Westfield Veterans of Foreign Wars. Together, they
discussed the American flag history and proper flag etiquette and then taught the
girls how to properly fold the flag. The girls are working towards their “United
We Stand” junior badge.

Bond Information Listed
On Westfield Website

WESTFIELD – Superintendent
William Foley has announced a new
link to the Westfield Public Schools
website.

Westfield residents will find the
new “Bond Info” link on the district’s
homepage on westfieldnjk12.org. It
contains information about the bond
proposals, including summaries of
the proposals, PowerPoint presenta-
tions and meeting schedules, as well
as voter registration and absentee
ballot information.

“We want the public to be fully
aware of the multifaceted features
of the bond projects,” Mr. Foley
said. “There is a good deal of ratio-
nale behind the proposals, and I
think the website is one way for
Westfield residents to understand
them,” he said.

“We have no additional rooms in
our elementary schools, yet we have
a facility – Lincoln School – that,
with some conversion work, could
accommodate our kindergarten and
pre-school disabled children. This
would free up classrooms for our
first through fifth graders and help
us maintain reasonable class sizes,”

he said.
“We also have an 80-year-old in-

termediate school – Roosevelt – that
needs renovation. It has an open
breezeway connecting its two build-
ings that, in this day and age, is
simply not acceptable in view of
security concerns,” he said.

“The cafeteria can only accom-
modate half of a grade at a time,
which translates into half of a lunch
period for Roosevelt students as com-
pared to Edison. And the media cen-
ter, also smaller than Edison’s, is
below the acceptable size according
to state standards.”

“Although Edison Intermediate
School is much newer, its original
windows are still 48 years old,” said
Mr. Foley. “We’ve replaced many of
them and would like to extend the
replacement of the energy-efficient
windows to Edison’s science wing
with funding from the bond.”

The bond referendum election will
be held Tuesday, January 23, 2007,
which is the next available and eli-
gible date for Westfield, in accor-
dance with the State Department of
Education.

Symposium 2006 Prepares
Students for Disasters

AREA – An asteroid explodes over
Pakistan. An eruption at Yellowstone
National Park destroys the Northern
Hemisphere. Milk trucks from Penn-
sylvania deliver contaminated milk to
all major supermarkets in Baltimore,
Md.

On November 2, Upper School stu-
dents at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison were faced with such dilem-
mas during Symposium 2006 entitled,
“What If...? Disasters – Preparing for
the Unexpected.”

Faculty members Tom Hunt, Bill
Michalski, Roland Marionni, Youmie
Kim, Gale Goldman, Dawn Francavilla,
Bob Paoli and Pat Fielder organized the
symposium series, which has been pre-
sented for the past six years

During morning meetings leading
up to the event, Mr. Michalski detailed
the dangers of disasters such as viral
outbreaks and biological warfare.

On the morning of the symposium,
Mr. Hunt said, “The United States is
fortunate not to endure many global
disasters, but terrorism and some natu-
ral disasters remain a threat.”

He urged the students to focus on the
goals of the event: using technology to
evaluate, analyze, report and collabo-
rate as a team on the “worst cases”
detailed by disaster expert Dr. Lee
Clarke, the author of “Worst Cases:
Terror and Catastrophe in the Popular
Imagination.”

“We want you to be informed,” Mr.
Hunt told the students, noting that the
symposium should cause them “to think
outside of the box and outside of the
classroom.”

Next, students broke into groups and
met in classrooms to discuss and solve
dilemmas such as the destruction of
Miami by a Category 5 hurricane, an
outbreak of the Avian Flu and the col-
lapse of the U.S. Power Grid.

Once they reconvened in the AP
Room, the students heard a keynote
address by Dr. Clarke. He showed a
film detailing some of the most de-
structive disasters, including the im-
pact of Hurricane Katrina, which killed
approximately 1,300 New Orleans resi-
dents. Dr. Clarke said, “New Orleans
drowned because the technology was
insufficient to protect the area and its
residents.”

Returning to the classrooms to
strategize and problem-solve, students
like Lexi Faust of Westfield worked
with their peers and Mr. Marionni to
organize students into groups that would
focus on proactive and reactive re-
sponses to their dilemma.

Following lunch, the groups con-
vened in the AP Room and Upper
Snowdon Library to have their
PowerPoint presentations, which out-
lined solutions to their respective di-
lemmas, judged by Head of School
Andrew Webster, Director of Develop-
ment William K. Jenkins, Upper School

Head Rhona Eserner and Dean of Stud-
ies Howard Freeman.

Two groups won the competition:
Chicago Catastrophe – faculty leader:

Lloyd Kunar; students: Matthew
Forman (Scotch Plains), Jordan
Neuhauser (Scotch Plains) and Robert
Leeper (Fanwood).

The Greenhouse Effect – faculty lead-
ers: Bob Gould and Tao Zhu; included
local student: Reid Miller (Scotch
Plains).

Before concluding the symposium,
Brian Bennett, Deputy Emergency
Management Coordinator for the Town-
ship of Edison, and John Ferguson of
the Middlesex County Emergency
Management Office, addressed the au-
dience on some of the phases of emer-
gency management.

They advised that students establish
emergency plans at home, including a
fire plan, a shelter with a supply of
enough food and water for at least five
to seven days, as well as a “go bag”
containing necessities, such as medica-
tions and a file of medical history.

Before departing, Dr. Clarke com-
mended the students for their excellent
responses and solutions to his “worst
case scenarios.”

“In such a short amount of time, you
really dug into it and got your hands
around the problems. You did a great
job,” he said.

DISASTER RESPONSE...Upper School chemistry teacher Roland Marionni at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison helps Lexi Faust of Westfield and
Tanzil Salekin of Marlboro figure out ways to avert disasters during Upper School
Symposium 2006.

Jump Start Students
Go Apple Picking

SCOTCH PLAINS –Students in
the Jump Start Pre-K classes at
Brunner and Evergreen Elementary
Schools in Scotch Plains recently took
a trip to Melick’s Town Farm in
Oldwick.

The children took a hayride and
walked through an apple orchard,
where they were able to pick three
different types of apples.

While walking through the orchard,
the children learned some facts about
apples and they learned why bees and
ladybugs are important insects to have
in an apple orchard.

After picking apples, each child
was able to help make apple cider
with an old-fashioned apple press.
The trip was planned to give the chil-
dren an opportunity to experience the
sights, sounds, scents and tastes of a
farm in the fall.

AN APPLE A DAY…Brunner student
Philip Wilkens looks pleased with the
Empire apple that he picked during a
class trip to Melick Farm.

WHS Junior Named World
Of Children Honoree

WESTFIELD – Jordana Alter
Confino, a junior at Westfield High
School and co-founder of Girls Learn
International, Inc. and budding hu-
man rights activist, has been named a
2006 World of Children Honoree.

Jordana is a finalist for the World of
Children, Inc. Founders Award that
honors the work of a child or young
adult who makes extraordinary contri-
butions to the plight of other children.
Jordana participated in a ceremony at
UNICEF House (3 UN Plaza) in New
York City on November 9.

Girls Learn International, Inc. is a
nonprofit organization that engages
American middle and high school
students in the effort for universal
girls’ education.

As co-founder of the organization
and chair of the Junior Board, Jordana
is responsible for involving close to
1,000 American teenagers in human

rights advocacy work, touching the
lives of thousands of girls in Afghani-
stan, Cambodia, India, Pakistan, Latin
America and Sub-Saharan Africa.

World of Children, Inc. is an inter-
national children’s advocacy group
dedicated to honoring exceptional child
advocates from around the world.
World of Children named seven hon-
orees in addition to Jordana, including
six adults and one other young adult.

At 16 years old, Jordana is the
youngest honoree.

“Over 65 million girls around the
world are denied the basic human
right of education,” Jordana said. “I
am delighted that World of Children
supports our effort to close the global
gender gap in education and recog-
nizes that young people can make a
difference.”

Reading is Good For You
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