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POLICE BLOTTER

grade 5; $70,485, grade 6, and
$73,304, maximum level. Grade 1
lieutenants will earn $77,513, with
grade 2 lieutenants paid $81,722, fol-
lowed by grade 1 captains at $85,392
and grade 2 captains at $90,060.

EMT-trained firefighters earn about
$1,200 to $1,400 more per year under
the new contract that those who do
not have EMT training.

Firefighters will receive another
boost in pay in January, when the
fourth year of the contract becomes
effective. Also, FMBA members who
have yet to reach the maximum in the
salary guide will receive pay raises on

the anniversary of their hiring, as they
move up the guide into the next step.

By 2008, the last year in the contract,
EMT firefighters will be paid $35,509
in the probationary year, up nearly
$5,000 from the start of the pact, and
$80,992 at the top of the salary guide, or
$12,800 over the length of the contract.

Under the previous contract, a
three-year agreement, FMBA mem-
bers earned $29,175 in their proba-
tionary year to $65,482 at the maxi-
mum level with lieutenants paid
$73,000 and captains paid $79,557.

Mr. Gildea said the town was happy
with the agreement, although the ar-
bitrator did not agree with the town’s
request for health insurance contri-
butions from the firefighters. Like-
wise, the FMBA did not receive higher
pay for higher education, although
they did receive an eye-care plan for
one paid eye-care visit during the
length of the contract.

“We felt we offered a fair number.
We feel good and we think the
arbitrator’s decision was fair not only
to the employees, but also to the town,”
Mr. Gildea said.

“We understand there [are] going
to be cost increases for any contract.
But our job is not only to minimize
the impact to the taxpayer, but, in our
case, to spread that cost over the life
of the contract,” he said.

In his contract award, arbitrator
James Mastriani said a five-year con-
tract would give more time between
contracts for the FMBA.

“Stability and economy require a
greater period of time until contract
expiration,” Mr. Mastriani said in his
decision, noting that a four-year con-
tract would expire “only a year” after
the contract is implemented.

The local Police Benevolent Asso-
ciation and local Teamsters Union are
in contract negotiations with the town.

Mr. Ciarrocca interrupted, “Jim,
no, no no…if you put it in Area 51
[Tamaques Park], that’s not directly
adjacent to someone’s backyard.
That’s an unfair burden.”

Mr. Foerst told Mr. Ciarrocca that
other service providers would be al-
lowed to take space on the tower. Those
four or five could pay that same amount
of money as Verizon would and “bring
the total to $100,000, and no one pays
that in taxes.”

He added, “It’s obvious that the
entire Southside is a dead zone.”

Mr. Gildea said any revenue gained
is not a fixed amount, but subject to a
bidding process.

Mayor Skibitsky said the commit-
tee should consult with the other third
ward councilman (David Haas), who
was not present, and return with a
recommendation. “This is not going
to be an easy sell,” he said.

Mr. Gildea said, “Remember, the
committee and council ultimately can
choose a spot and go out to bid. We
can choose Houlihan Field. This is
just Verizon’s coverage.”

,
Senator Rep - 7th District Union County Freeholders Registered Votes
Kean, Jr. Menendez Ferguson Stender Quattrocchi Mortimer Barabas Scanlon Mirabella Holmes Cody Voters Cast

 1-1 147 166 125 189 147 148 157 157 157 146 2 573 327
 1-2 244 198 215 223 233 227 235 182 192 180 10 761 454
 1-3 191 158 171 175 182 179 183 148 148 149 6 695 357
 1-4 378 262 347 291 355 353 361 255 249 244 5 1173 660
 1-5 294 198 245 242 268 268 277 209 200 193 11 858 505
 1-6 178 191 148 218 169 174 174 179 177 178 6 604 385
 1-7 127 106 110 119 116 115 114 113 107 110 2 410 241

Ward 1 Totals 1559 1279 1361 1457 1470 1464 1501 1243 1230 1200 42 5074 2929
 2-1 152 179 141 187 149 145 152 166 169 160 8 724 345
 2-2 288 266 253 288 278 265 274 252 244 234 6 979 572
 2-3 166 146 162 149 165 160 162 137 133 128 1 648 325
 2-4 273 216 226 254 253 252 253 212 215 208 3 809 501
 2-5 356 226 331 246 360 349 358 206 210 195 6 996 598
 2-6 223 151 208 166 219 219 220 153 148 150 8 638 389

Ward 2 Totals 1458 1184 1321 1290 1424 1390 1419 1126 1119 1075 32 4794 2730
 3-1 79 103 70 107 74 69 75 79 99 94 4 403 191
 3-2 150 179 137 196 151 142 146 159 159 153 9 575 343
 3-3 113 193 104 192 107 103 105 192 186 188 2 614 316
 3-4 223 217 188 249 213 208 212 213 216 214 11 774 456
 3-5 252 204 228 222 226 222 232 203 206 183 12 881 471
 3-6 189 221 177 220 175 174 178 213 202 204 10 855 246
 3-7 208 217 191 232 198 204 206 217 220 207 6 804 445

Ward 3 Totals 1214 1334 1095 1418 1144 1122 1154 1276 1288 1243 54 4906 2468
 4-1 320 302 285 330 298 286 293 293 298 275 17 1182 640
 4-2 242 306 226 315 228 226 225 292 290 289 11 939 568
 4-3 296 310 256 342 303 301 300 289 282 280 11 1052 619
 4-4 207 183 188 210 203 205 202 176 190 188 7 831 419
 4-5 272 274 261 283 256 259 251 265 265 265 7 1017 562

Ward 4 Totals 1337 1375 1216 1480 1288 1277 1271 1315 1325 1297 53 5021 2808
Total 5568 5172 4993 5645 5326 5253 5345 4960 4962 4815 181 19795 10935

2006 Election Results: Town of Westfield (Unofficial, not counting absentee ballots)

Westfield
Monday, November 6, a business in

the 300 block of South Avenue, West
reported receiving bad checks in the
amount of $4,763.

Tuesday, November 7, Luis Echevarria,
48, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the 600 block of
North Avenue, West. He was charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing police with a false date of
birth and Social Security number and
lying during the investigation.

Echevarria also was taken into custody
on various contempt of court warrants. They
included two criminal warrants from Eliza-
beth with a total bail of $2,134; a Union
criminal warrant with $1,258 bail; a New-
ark motor vehicle warrant for $250 and a
Linden motor vehicle warrant for $102.

Additionally, $1,000 bail was placed
on Echevarria on the Westfield charge.
He was committed to the Union County
jail on default of bail.

Tuesday, November 7, Amanda Ortiz,
20, of Linden was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at South and Central Av-
enues on a motor vehicle warrant from
Perth Amboy. She was released after post-
ing $719 bail.

Wednesday, November 8, Rodney Wil-
liams, 42, of Roselle was arrested in the
1600 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Elizabeth motor vehicle war-
rant. He posted $200 and was released.

Thursday, November 9, Dean
Kalamaras, 47, of Westfield was arrested
in the 200 block of East Broad Street on
an outstanding Boonton Township motor
vehicle warrant. He was released after
posting $700 bail.

Friday, November 10, Kevin Lantz,
21, of Westfield was arrested at Central
Avenue and Vernon Terrace and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Lantz was
released to a responsible individual.

Friday, November 10, Jazmeen J. Bul-
lock, 19, of Westfield was arrested on
charges of obstructing justice and disor-
derly conduct after she allegedly inter-
fered with a police investigation of a motor
vehicle stop in which she had not been
involved at Cacciola and Sterling Places.

According to police, she directed pro-
fanities and threats toward police, and
repeatedly refused to return to her home,
then began screaming and flailing her
arms when advised she would be placed
under arrest if she did not comply. She
was released with summonses pending a
Wednesday, November 29, court date.

Friday, November 10, Thomas
Cunningham, 47, of Garwood was ar-
rested on a fourth-degree lewdness charge
in the 100 block of East Broad Street. Bail
was set at $2,500. Cunningham was trans-
ported to the Union County jail.

Saturday, November 11, Daniel Miller,
23, of Carlstadt was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop in
the 300 block of East South Avenue. He was
released to a responsible individual pend-
ing a Wednesday, November 15 court date.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, November 7, a resident of

Henry Street reported that two men were
working in his house and when they left,
he was missing approximately $50.

Wednesday, November 8, a resident of
Maple Hill Road reported that his neigh-
bor had been staring into his house for
several hours.

Thursday, November 9, a resident of
Church Street reported that someone broke
the side-view mirror off of his vehicle
while it was parked in the street.

Friday, November 10, a resident of
Hilltop Road reported that someone broke
the window of her vehicle while it was
parked in her driveway.

Saturday, November 11, two comput-
ers were removed from a classroom at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools. The classroom was unlocked at

the time of the theft, police said. The
value of the computers is $3,000.

Sunday, November 12, Keith Best, 39,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) following a motor
vehicle stop. Best was also charged with
an outstanding warrant. He was processed
and transported to the Union County jail
because he was unable to make bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 7, a Mill Lane

business serving as the headquarters for
Republican Senatorial candidate Tom
Kean, Jr. reported that when employees
arrived at work, they found the main
doors in the lobby were chained and pad-
locked. Keys were broken off in all re-
maining entrances so access into the build-
ing could not be gained, police said. The
criminal acts are believed to be politically
motivated, police said.

Wednesday, November 8, an employee
of a Sheffield Street business reported
being the victim of theft. According to
police, the victim’s driver’s-side door
lock had been broken and a Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) had been removed.
A Bluetooth hands-free cell phone head-
set was also taken.

Thursday, November 9, Lauren G.
Parrott, 22, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of North Hunterdon in the
amount of $700. At the time of her arrest,
she was a passenger in a vehicle stopped
for a motor vehicle violation.

Thursday, November 9, William R.
Wheelan, 24, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with unlawful pos-
session of weapons. According to police,
the suspect was stopped for tailgating.
During the motor vehicle stop, police
noticed a double-edged axe (battle axe) in
the back seat within reaching distance of
the suspect, police said. Wheelan was
also found to be in possession of numer-
ous knives and a sword, which were all
found throughout his vehicle.

Thursday, November 9, Lee Spann, 43,
of Plainfield was arrested at the Somerset
County jail for an outstanding Mountainside
warrant in the amount of $1,064.

Friday, November 10, Thurman
Johnson, 68, of Newark was picked up at
the Essex County jail and charged with an
outstanding Mountainside warrant in the
amount of $1,000.

Friday, November 10, Jecsam A.
Figueroa, 20, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for a loud
muffler and was later arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Plainfield in the
amount of $350.

Saturday, November 11, Stefan Puzyk,
51, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with knowingly making his home
available to persons under the age of 21 to
consume alcoholic beverages and pro-
viding alcohol to minors. According to
police, a complaint of loud noise in a
residential neighborhood was received
and upon arriving at the address, police
observed juveniles in the driveway, ga-
rage and first floor of the home.

Police said the homeowner was ques-
tioned and claimed that he had been sleep-
ing and was unaware there was a party
going on. Police found approximately 20
juveniles on the third floor of the home after
Puzyk told police no one was upstairs.
Taken into evidence were a half consumed
bottle of Jagermeister, a metal shaker and a
keg of light beer. According to police, ap-
proximately 75 juveniles between the ages
of 16 and 19 were at the party.

Saturday, November 11, Samantha I.
Grindlinger 18, of Mountainside was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for speeding and was later ar-
rested for driving with a suspended li-
cense. She was also charged with an ac-
tive warrant out of Union totaling $120.

Sunday, November 12, Jeremy M.
Wood, 18, of Berkeley Heights was ar-
rested and charged with possession of a
CDS following a field investigation. He
was charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana.

Fanwood
Tuesday, November 7, Sakeenah A.

Polk, 28, of Elizabeth was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for
driving with a suspended license. She was
also charged with hindering apprehension
for providing police with a false name.

Tuesday, November 7, Gabriel O.
Okundaye, 23, of Newark was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Newark
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Thursday, November 9, Jameelah T.
Blake, 25, of Newark was arrested and
charged with an outstanding East Orange
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, November 9, Jorge L. Taibel,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing North Plainfield warrant fol-
lowing a field investigation.

Friday, November 10, two 13-year old
juveniles from Plainfield were arrested on
North Martine Avenue near the train station
for throwing stones at passing vehicles.

Saturday, November 11, Yurose M.
Sanders, 60, of Roselle following a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue, which
revealed an outstanding Linden warrant.

Sunday, November 12, Paulette Brown,
55, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which
revealed an outstanding Plainfield warrant.

Monday, November 13, Lawrence J.
Green, 52, of Irvington was arrested fol-
lowing an outstanding Manville warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, November 13, an employee of
a business in the 500-block of North Av-
enue reported that while the victim was at
work, someone scratched his vehicle while
it was parked in the business parking lot.

Mountainside Pilots Program
In First-Grade Classroom

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) on Tuesday night touted a new
model of learning introduced in the
first grade.

The Beechwood Elementary
School teacher who piloted the pro-
gram, Annie Corley, presented “The
Basic School” model to the BOE.

She said the program, which
stresses cross-curriculum learning, is
based on “integrated, comprehensive
and meaningful” education.

According to the presentation, this
learning model stresses that “all knowl-
edge is interrelated” and “only by mak-
ing this interrelatedness obvious to
students can we help them make con-
nections that are critical to learning.”

One concept of the Basic School
model is “Shared Vision,” which en-
courages staff and students, along
with parents and community mem-
bers, to promote learning.

Mrs. Corley said parents and com-
munity members participate regularly
in her classroom. “It’s all about dis-
covery. It’s all about being actively
involved,” she said.

She said parents join the class daily,
assisting students with subjects and
projects. Mrs. Corley’s students for-
mally greet their guests at the front of
the building. Students also spend sig-
nificant time writing about their ex-
periences in journals.

One component of the model, “Cen-
trality of Language,” stresses language
arts as a main focus. A second compo-
nent, “Core Commonalities,” focuses
on “universal experiences shared by
all people,” such as the life cycle, use
of symbols and connections to nature.

This component emphasizes the
concept of a “spiral curriculum,” simi-
lar to that introduced in Everyday
Math, where subject matters are re-
visited numerous times.

“We’re addressing core common-
alities, moving from simple to more
complex,” Mrs. Corley said.

A third component is “Measuring
Results,” where “personal and social
qualities of students are observed and
evaluated informally by teachers.”

“Assessment is always in the ser-
vice of learning,” Mrs. Corley said.

Parents and students from Mrs.
Corley’s classroom voiced their sup-
port for the pilot program.

Maria Briggs, who weekly partici-

pates in the class, said she was appre-
hensive at first about how her pres-
ence at school would affect her son.

But she said the experience has
been positive and her involvement
gives Mrs. Corley more “one-on-one”
time with each student.

Kim Moriak’s first-grade son
Andre, 7, addressed the BOE at the
podium about his favorite parts of the
curriculum. Ms. Moriak said the pro-
gram offers students the freedom to
learn in different ways.

Mrs. Corley said the goal is to have
learning “spilling out” of the class-
room, “not just taking place within
the four walls of my classroom.”

She said her classroom has couches
and yoga balls to help focus students
who have trouble paying attention. She
said, “It looks a bit unorthodox when
you come into the room, but the kids are
learning and retaining information.”

While Mrs. Corley launched the
program in her individual classroom
this year, she said it is meant to be a
“school model.”

She first observed the program at
Orchard Elementary School in
Ridgewood during a graduate study,
and said she hopes other teachers will
follow suit.

Chief School Administrator Rich-
ard O’Malley said he supports the
program, which was introduced by
the Carnegie Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Teaching. “Hopefully,
other teachers will want to take the
challenge to incorporate this model
into their classroom,” he said.

He said Mrs. Corley’s classroom is
“filled with energy” and learning.

Board President John Perrin en-
couraged parents and community
members interested in participating
in the classroom to contact Mrs.
Corley at Beechwood School.

Mr. Perrin commended the Gov-
ernor Livingston High School High-
landers Football team for reaching
round two of the state champion-
ship playoffs. Mountainside high-
school students attend Governor
Livingston.

The team plays Raritan High School
at home on Saturday at 1 p.m. Mr.
Perrin encouraged residents to show
their support for the team.

He congratulated the Highlander
Marching Band for winning in Group
One of the Atlantic Coast Marching
Band Championship last weekend.

“This is a delightful year,” he said.

dressing one of eight traffic “hot
spots” in town, sought to change the
traffic pattern around the elementary
school and enhance safety.

One resident, John Tadros, said
“One day, it was legal to park in the
streets around McKinley School. The
next day, signs were posted saying
‘No Parking’ and 10 parking spaces
were eliminated overnight for 24
hours a day, seven days a week.”

He said, “No letters were issued to
the residents, no warning about date
of implementation. Schoolteachers
and motorists who were parked le-
gally were ambushed last week, hav-
ing tickets issued immediately after
the signs were posted.”

He said teachers are now given
parking permits to park on the streets
during school hours on streets sur-
rounding McKinley. “We’re asking
that the residents get the same treat-
ment as well.”

Mr. Tadros said every morning
“looks like Manhattan on a Friday
afternoon trying to get out of the
Holland Tunnel.”

The mayor said Mr. Tadros’ inter-
pretation was a “slight
mischaracterization of the process.”

“The process began in the spring of
last year. It was a very open process.
Our goal was to make that a safer area
for children,” he said.

The mayor said the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking commit-
tee will look at issues of safety and

quality of life if the new regulations
need to be “tweaked.”

The council heard an Eagle Scout
presentation from Matt Ciarrocca,
nephew of Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca. Matt’s project hopes
to aid emergency responders “by al-
lowing them to find a specific house
address more efficiently” by painting
the house’s number on Belgian block
in front of the home.

In another matter, Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Foerst spoke about the home
of Melanie Root on 551 Overhill Street,
who, last month, requested permission
to send her son to Westfield schools.
Her street is a dead end off of Madison
Avenue on the border of Westfield.

She currently does not pay taxes to
Westfield and asked the council to
annex their property to Westfield. Mr.
Foerst said the Code Review and Town
Property Committee re-reviewed her
request and saw “nothing to change
its position.”

He said, “This is a Scotch Plains
resident who purchased a home in
Scotch Plains and wants to get the
benefit of a Westfield school educa-
tion, and we have zero interest.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the “town cannot annex” prop-
erty by itself, but can undertake “sole
supervision of taxes,” but is not rec-
ommending moving forward in that
manner. However, Mr. Gildea said
that “doesn’t prohibit her children
from going to Westfield schools.”
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Chamber of Commerce
Prepares 2007 Initiatives

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) has
prepared new programs to serve its
members and the public in 2007. Ex-
ecutive Director Naomi McElynn said
details will be pre-
sented with the Janu-
ary launch of their
website upgrade.

Ms. McElynn told
The Westfield Leader
that parking meters
would be bagged in
the downtown area
from December 1 to
Christmas Day. She
reminded the public
of the annual Christ-
mas Tree-Lighting
ceremony on Sun-
day, December 3,
from 5 to 7 p.m.

The public is in-
vited to Family Night
2006 on Sunday, De-
cember 31, from 6 to
10 p.m. at the
Westfield Armory. The Westfield Rec-
reation Department and Chamber of
Commerce co-host the event.

The chamber will enhance mem-

bership privileges for 2007. Some of
these include monthly networking
socials, listing in the business guide,
business counseling with SCORE,
Notary Public services, conference

room rental, mem-
ber-to-member dis-
counts and business
demographic infor-
mation.

New chamber
members will re-
ceive a free one-year
subscription to The
Westfield Leader.

Ms. McElynn told
The Leader that the
energy in the cham-
ber has grown “sub-
stantially” last year
and that new pro-
grams, such as the
October golf outing,
were big successes.
She expressed en-
thusiasm for the
2007 plans and

asked those interested to call her at
(908) 233-3021.

For more information, see
westfieldareachamber.com.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COMING SOON…Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Naomi McElynn holds a poster of
Chamber 2007 initiatives during
the grand opening party of HSBC
bank Tuesday night.
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Westfield Fire Contract

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING OUR VETS...The Westfield Community Band plays at
Westfield’s World War II memorial dedication on Veterans Day, November 11.

Gina Levine-Levy for The Westfield Leader
YOUNG PARTICIPANT…Andre Moriak, 7, a first grader at Beechwood El-
ementary School in Mountainside, addresses the board of education Tuesday
night about the new pilot program, “The Basic School,” introduced this year by
his teacher, Annie Corley.
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