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Council Debates 140-Foot Verizon
Tower at Central Ave. Firehouse

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst’s Code Re-
view and Town Property Committee
report last Tuesday, he discussed
the “shortage of Verizon cellu-
lar service in the downtown.”

Mr. Foerst said that “some of
that will be remedied shortly”
when Verizon erects an anten-
nae at 241 North Avenue after
the initial bid to place one on
the firehouse failed due to the
building’s historical status. He
said the tower would be opera-
tional within four to six weeks.

Still, certain areas on the south
side of town are “not covered”
by Verizon, Mr. Foerst said.

Verizon requested permis-
sion to do testing to “provide
the greatest level of service for
cellular phone users on the
south side of town,” he added.

Verizon considered several loca-
tions for erecting a tower, including:
Firehouse Two on Central Avenue by
Sycamore Field, the Clark border near
Houlihan Field, the Garwood border
near Unami Park and the Scotch Plains
border with Tamaques Park.

The preferred option discussed is
building a 140-foot tower at Firehouse
Two in Westfield’s Third Ward. “This

is what they want,” Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said.

Mr. Foerst said this site, according to
Verizon, “provides the greatest amount
of coverage.” He said Verizon would be

“willing to do any of the aesthetic im-
provements” the town would request,
as in coloring the pole grey or black or
creating a “tree-like structure” similar
to what appears on the Parkway.

“They want to come here,” he said.
Mr. Foerst said he remained con-

cerned that if Verizon chose a neigh-
boring town, such as Garwood, in-
stead of Westfield, it could create

“another ShopRite situation,”
whereby the town gets “the same
visual impact, but we don’t get any of
the financial incentive.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, who lives in
the Third Ward, said the “argu-
ment that if you move it to
Unami that it’s still in our back-
yards is not true. That area is
fairly far away from Westfield.
You can’t see it from the back-
yards.”

Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca said, “You’re
talking about putting a 150-
foot cell tower right in the heart
of a residential area. Every other
location is a commercial or in-
dustrial area. This will be placed
literally in people’s back-
grounds. I know we have to
work on improving cell service
in town, but I find it very diffi-
cult to believe the technology
in five years won’t be improved.

Once this goes in, we have got a 150-
foot tower smack dab in the middle of
one of our residential neighborhoods.”

Mr. Foerst responded to Mr.
Ciarrocca by saying the potential rev-
enue gained by housing the tower could
be between $18,000 and $20,000.

“You’re talking about $20,000 a
year?” Mr. Ciarrocca asked in response.
“For people who live in this town who
pay $20,000 a year in property taxes?
Literally, the people who live on parts
of Grandview, those people are going
to have a 150-foot cell tower. Where
else would there be a tower adjacent to
people’s backyards?”

Mr. Foerst began to respond, say-
ing, “Unami Park, Tamaques Park…”

NOT AN EASY CELL…From left to right, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and Mayor Andy Skibitsky watch
Councilman Jim Foerst explain dead zones in Westfield
and how Verizon attempts to remedy the problem.

Town Expects to Ratify Pact
With Firefighters on Nov. 21

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town and the
Westfield Firemen’s Benevolent As-
sociation have come to an agreement
on a new five-year contract.

The pact, which is expected to be
adopted by the town council at its
Tuesday, November 21 meeting, in-
cludes three new steps in the schedule
of fire salaries – one within the salary
guide and the others for officers. The
contract, which is retroactive to Janu-

ary 1, 2004, is the town’s first labor
agreement resolved through binding
arbitration, according to Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea.

“It’s not going to be appealed. The
time to appeal expired [on] Tuesday
(October 24),” Mr. Gildea said during
a November 2 interview .

Lieutenants and captains,
firefighters at the maximum pay grade
and members in grades 3 through 5
will receive retroactive pay raises of
4 percent for 2004, with firefighters
in their probationary year and in
grades 1 and 2 receiving a 3-percent
year as factored into the salary guides.
The contract also creates an addi-
tional grade – grade 6 – at the maxi-
mum of the salary guide, effective
January 2004.

In 2005, lieutenants and captains,
firefighters at the maximum rate and
those in grades 3 through 6 will re-
ceive 4-percent pay hikes, with an
increase of 3 percent to the proba-
tionary and grades 1 and 2 rates.

Effective this year, captains and lieu-
tenants, firefighters at the maximum
rate and those at grades 3 through 6
will receive increases of 3.5 percent.
FMBA members at the probationary
and grades 1 and 2 rates will receive 3-
percent increases. The FMBA had
sought 6-percent increases in each of
the five years for its 41 members.

The council will vote on resolu-
tions approving retroactive FMBA
salaries for 2004, 2005 and 2006 at
the November 21 meeting. The 2007
salaries are to be voted on by the
council by the end of this year, with
the 2008 salaries on the council’s
agenda for December of 2007.

Michael Sawicki, FMBA president,
said of his membership’s opinion of

the new contract, “Some think it’s
great. Some think it’s Okay.”

“It (arbitration) was the only way
to get a contract (with the town),” he
said.

“We are looking [forward] to nego-
tiating again in 2008,” Mr. Sawicki
said.

The new contract includes the new
step at the top of the salary-guide and
new added salary guide grades for
lieutenants and captains effective in
2006. The town also will change from
a traditional health insurance plan to
a preferred provider organization plan
(PPO), a health-care delivery system
whereby an employer enters into con-
tracts with health care providers (phy-
sicians, hospitals, etc.) to provide
health care services at a discount. The
FMBA will continue to have the op-
tion of using a Point of Service (POS),
which is similar to a PPO but does not
require members to choose a primary
care physician.

Under the new contract, which has
been approved by the FMBA member-
ship, a starting or probation fireman
without Emergency Medical Techni-
cian training will earn $31,880 for 2006
as soon as the contract is approved on
second reading on November 21.

The remainder of non EMT-trained
firefighters would earn $37,869 for
grade 1; $42,644, grade 2; $50,968,
grade 3; $58,255, grade 4; $65,536,

U.S. Senator Rep. - 7th  District Union County Freeholders Ballot Question 1 Ballot Question 2 Ballot Question 3 Registered Votes

Kean, Jr. Menendez Ferguson Stender Quattrocchi Mortimer Barabas Scanlon Mirabella Holmes Cody Yes No Yes No Yes No Voters Cast

Westfield 5568 5172 4993 5645 5326 5253 5345 4960 4962 4815 181 5282 3334 5125 3461 5336 3214 19795 10935

Scotch Plains 3750 3906 3338 4208 3455 3359 3449 3936 4004 3849 81 3635 1888 3226 2263 3422 2056 14815 7947

Fanwood 1358 1381 1192 1559 1270 1223 1284 1395 1446 1338 29 1377 622 1195 781 1254 724 4831 2854

Garwood 658 580 619 598 582 528 559 600 647 596 30 526 285 458 353 504 308 n/a n/a

Mountainside 1588 981 1466 1023 1493 1556 1489 946 952 877 34 1248 664 1118 785 1203 698 4683 2636

Union County Totals 52,265 74,617 36,711 37,450 45,877 44,691 45,985 71,174 71,832 69,681 2,507 51,003 24,737 45,084 29,545 46,378 28,082 271,112 133,467
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Chief Defends Police Actions
During Villane Death

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Before last week’s
special meeting, Police Chief John
Parizeau addressed council members
concerning the death of Robert
Villane, 35, of West Broad Street, as
reported in The Westfield Leader last
week.

He said when officers finally placed
the man with the rescue squad, “on or
about that time, he went into cardiac
arrest and passed away at the hospital.”

Chief Parizeau defended his offic-
ers, saying, “These officers acted pro-
fessionally, with constraint and con-
trol. That’s not just my opinion, but
also that of the witnesses. Our condo-
lences go out to the family. It’s a

tragedy. We feel bad about it, but I’m
very convinced our officers did well.”

During the special meeting, the
council authorized a collaborative
agreement between the Town of
Westfield and Friends of
Mindowaskin Park to fund repairs to
the Mindowaskin bandstand.

The Friends contributed $76,762,
with $108,262 needed to repair the
bandstand, leaving the town’s share
at $31,500.

During the public portion, residents
from Pierson Street spoke to the coun-
cil about parking restrictions on streets
surrounding McKinley Elementary
School.

A recently enacted ordinance, ad-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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2006 Election Results: Local Town Results, Composite Union County Results (Unofficial, not counting absentee ballots)
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Election Results Show Some
Surprises at Municipal Level

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – In addition to deciding the
United States Senate race and Con-
gressional races, Union County vot-
ers decided five mayoral races as well
as council races in 18 towns.

Locally, in the race for United States
Senate, Tom Kean, Jr.  (R) won in his
hometown of Westfield by just under
400 votes over the victorious Robert
Menendez (D). Mr. Menendez won
Scotch Plains by 156 tallies and
Fanwood by a slim 23 votes. Despite
GOP losses for Garwood council seats,
Mr. Kean won the borough by 78 votes.

Although he was re-elected to his
House seat in the closest battle of his
career, the reelected Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R) fell to Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D) in Westfield by
some 650 tallies. Mrs. Stender was
also the top vote getter in Westfield,
out-tallying Mr. Kean by 80 votes.
Mrs. Stender won in her hometown of
Fanwood by 367 votes and neighbor-
ing Scotch Plains by 870 tallies. Mr.
Ferguson won in Garwood by 21 votes

and Mountainside by 443 tallies. Mr.
Ferguson lost Cranford, despite the
GOP winning a majority on the town-
ship committee.

Union County GOP Chair Phil Morin
said, “I think it was a worse climate for
Republicans than Watergate.”

He added, “There were really three
communities where control was re-
ally in play,” Mr. Morin said, noting
the council races in Scotch Plains,
Springfield and Cranford. He said he
heard keeping the majority in
Cranford “was the number one prior-
ity for the Democrats.” The Demo-
crats picked up two seats in Scotch
Plains, giving the GOP a 3-2 major-
ity, in addition to winning a seat in
Springfield, while Republicans won
a seat to take the majority in Cranford.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
on the Democrat freeholders’ victory
in Scotch Plains, said he believes
voters “saw the work we did” on the
Ponderosa property on Cooper Road.
The freeholders changed direction
from a petting zoo to soccer fields

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
VETERANS DAY DEDICATION...Boy Scouts and the Westfield Veterans of Foreign Wars dedicate Westfield’s new World
War II Memorial at Memorial Plaza on Veterans Day, last Saturday, November 11. Life Scout Tom Hogaboom, of Boy Scout
Troop 73, organized the memorial’s creation for his Eagle Scout Project.

Mike Pollack for The Westfield Leader
GOTTA GO TO MO…Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse and Bistro co-owner Lisa Bertone-
Marvin of Westfield welcomes Yankee closer Mariano Rivera to the Prospect Street
location on Monday. The future Hall-of-Famer signed autographs and met with fans
who bought tickets in advance. The event raised $5,500 for The McCarton Founda-
tion, which offers educational financial aid to families affected by autism. Mrs.
Bertone-Marvin told The Westfield Leader she’s stayed in touch with Mr. Rivera for
11 years, since he moved to Englewood upon his call up from AAA Columbus in 1995.
“He’s the same today as he was back then,” she said. “Just a down-to-earth guy.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Publisher’s Note:
Due to next week’s Thanksgiv-

ing Holiday, The Leader will come
out on Wednesday instead of Thurs-
day. All deadlines will move up one
day, so please send any submis-
sions by the end of the weekend.


