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WF Residents Take Part in
SOPAC’s Season Creation

WESTFIELD – A dream for many
in this arts-driven community was
realized on Friday, November 3,
when Executive Director Jessica
Finkelberg welcomed the public for
the first night of programming at the
South Orange Performing Arts Cen-
ter (SOPAC).

NPR media persona and comedian
Paula Poundstone performed for pa-
trons in SOPAC’s 415-seat live arts
theater in the building’s left wing,
while in the right wing, Clearview’s
South Orange 5 Cinemas welcomed
film fans for Borat, featuring Sacha
Baron Cohen (Ali G from HBO).

SOPAC said it was “grateful for the
participation of Westfield residents
in the creation and inaugural season
of this new arts center and Cineplex.”

Westfield’s Patrick Cruz serves on
Board of Governors of SOPAC. He is
also the founder/director of Teatro Si,
a theater arts/dance company, and
produced the October 29 HardHat/
Thank You concert in honor of the
men and women who built SOPAC
and other people.

Also, Westfield’s David Wroe, the
conductor of the Westfield Symphony,
will conduct the newly-created
SOPAC Virtuosi, a chamber sym-
phonic ensemble, and will lead
SOPAC Virtuosi in special holiday
program of Handel’s Messiah on Sat-
urday, December 16

For the five-day preview event,
called Hollywood Comes to South
Orange, Clearview South Orange 5
Cinemas will feature classic films
like Indiana Jones, Shrek and The
Godfather and two with a special

connection to SOPAC.
Zach Braff, a young actor from

South Orange who sits on the advi-
sory board of SOPAC, will be fea-
tured in his film, Garden State, a
movie partially filmed in South Or-
ange/Maplewood.

Actress Olympia Dukakis, who
will be at SOPAC in May with her
two-person play, is highlighted in
her film Moonstruck. SOPAC will
receive all proceeds from the $1
movies and from sale of $1 soda and
$1 popcorn.

The SOPAC facility, located in
downtown South Orange, is adjacent
to the Village’s NJ Transit station and
behind Sloan Street, a major business
district of the village. Free parking
will be available on evenings and week-
ends in the adjacent NJT 265-car park-
ing lot and in other Village lots nearby.

SOPAC officially launches its in-
augural season with Music of Two
Worlds, a fundraiser gala on Novem-
ber 16 featuring a global list of great
musicians: Latin jazz saxophonist,
Paquito D’Rivera, Chinese cellist Yo-
Yo Ma, wind ensemble, Imani Winds,
Israeli pianist Alon Yavnai and so-
prano Brenda Feliciano. Gala tickets
are $250, $500 and $750.

Tickets to the gala and to SOPAC
events can be ordered by phone (973)
313-ARTS, online at sopacnow.org
and at the box office at 1 SOPAC Way.
The public can visit sopacnow.org for
full a full programming schedule.

Tickets to Hollywood Comes to
South Orange can be purchased at
Clearview Cinemas South Orange 5
box office.

‘Cora’ Meets Collectors
At Artist’s Reception

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Her given name is
Kyunj Xwa Choi, but to art lovers the
world over, she is known simply as
“Cora.”

Recently, the contemporary impres-
sionist painter, who resides in
Provence, France, paid a second visit
to Westfield, where she was the guest
of honor at a reception given by Jacie
Civins, the proprietor of Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery.

Cora’s work has been featured at
Evalyn Dunn’s Gallery for more six
years.

Although she paints mostly land-
scapes and still-lives, more recently,
Cora has begun creating “triptyques,”
a type of art that consists of a progres-
sion of three smaller paintings.

Cora’s command of the English
language is limited, so she speaks
through her husband, Bernard Alaux.

“This past year, Cora has been also
working on larger canvases, which
result in larger landscapes,” Mr. Alaux
explained.

“Cora’s new work contains a lot of
rich, gold and bold tones,” commented
Mrs. Civins. “While the paintings

themselves are still very provincial,
her new work is more vibrant.”

Born in South Korea, Cora moved
to France in 1994. She is primarily
self-taught; however she received
formal training in visual arts at Hungik
University in Seoul.

A favorite subject of her paintings
is the countryside around Uzes, the
area in Provence where she lives.
Cora prefers to paint directly from
the subject, as opposed to a photo-
graph, and often bikes to the country-
side so that she can paint from real
life.

The reception at Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery gave Cora a chance to meet
new collectors, as well as become
reacquainted with previous collec-
tors of her work.

After leaving Westfield, Cora and
her family plan to travel throughout
the United States, visiting other gal-
leries where her work is exhibited.
Their time away from France will
conclude with a several-weeks-long
trip to Costa Rica.

Cora’s work is on display at Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery on 549 South Av-
enue. For more information and gal-
lery hours, call (908) 232-0412.

WF Art Gallery to Host
Merkl’s Lithographs

WESTFIELD –”Potpourri,” a se-
lection of serigraphs by Gillette artist
Elissa Merkl, opened Monday, No-
vember 6, and runs through Friday,
December 22, at the Westfield Art
Gallery (WAG), a subdivision of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, on
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

A “meet the artist” reception will
be held on Sunday, November 19,
from 2 to 4 p.m. Refreshments will be
served and the public is invited to
attend free of charge.

A serigraph or silkscreen print is
the stencil method of print-making in
which inks are pressed through the
fine meshes of a taut fabric screen
onto a piece of paper or other material
beneath the screen.

Ms. Merkl has challenged herself
with this medium and has received
international and national recogni-
tion for her work. She is listed in
Who’s Who in American Art and Who’s
Who in American Women.

The recipient of more than 250

professional awards, her most re-
cent is an honorable mention in
Graphics at the Miniature Painters,
Sculptors and Gravers Society of
Washington, D.C.’s International
Juried Miniature Art Show that runs
through January 2007 at the
Strathmore Mansion Museum in Vir-
ginia.

She is a member of the Westfield
Art Association, the Visual Arts Cen-
ter of NJ and the Millburn-Short Hills
Arts Center.

At the reception, she will have port-
folio works that will include her min-
iatures as well as her original holiday
cards for sale.

The WAG is open Tuesdays to
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Thursday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m.,
Fridays from 2 to 4 p.m., and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. to noon.

The public can call the gallery at
(908) 789-9696 to inquire about
sales or call the artist at (908) 647-
0318 for further information on the
art.

SP Residents Star
In Wardlaw’s Harvey

SCOTCH PLAINS – Harvey, the
fall production at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School, 1295 Inman Av-
enue in Edison, will be presented in
the school’s AP Room from Thurs-
day, November 16, through Saturday,
November 18. The curtain opens at
7:30 p.m.

One of the lead roles includes
Elwood P. Dowd, played by Michael
Mietlicki of Scotch Plains. Also, fel-
low Scotch Plains actor Matthew
Forman will portray E.J. Lofgren (cab
driver).

In Harvey, Elwood starts to intro-
duce his imaginary friend, Harvey, a
six-and-a-half foot rabbit, to guests at
a society party. His sister, Veta, has
seen as much of his eccentric behav-
ior as she can tolerate. She decides to
have him committed to a sanitarium
to spare her daughter, Myrtle Mae,
and her family from future embar-

rassment.
According to Jennifer Randolph,

Wardlaw-Hartridge Drama Club ad-
visor, problems arise when Veta her-
self is mistakenly assumed to be on
the verge of lunacy when she ex-
plains to doctors that years of living
with Elwood’s hallucination have
caused her to see Harvey also.

The doctors commit Veta instead
of Elwood, but when the truth comes
out, the search is on for Elwood and
his invisible companion. When he
shows up at the sanitarium looking
for his lost friend Harvey, it seems
that the mild-mannered Elwood’s
delusion has had a strange influence
on more than one of the doctors. Only
at the end does Veta realize that maybe
Harvey isn’t so bad after all.

The suggested donation is $5 per
ticket. For more information, call
(908) 754-1882.

Pineda Palooza to Benefit
Young Artists Program

Poetry Reading in Fanwood
Celebrates Literary Review
FANWOOD – The Carriage House

Poetry Series is inviting the public to
attend a free poetry reading tonight,
Thursday, November 9, at 8 p.m. in
the Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The reading will feature poetry by
Gina Larkin, founder and editor of
Edison Literary Review, and selected
poets reading from the magazine’s
fifth-anniversary issue (autumn
2006).

Ms. Larkin, whose poems have
appeared in more than 30 magazines
and anthologies, established Edison
Literary Review in 2002. An annual
publication, it has published poems
from well known, experienced poets
plus poets publishing for the first
time.

The fifth-anniversary issue includes
a poem by Pulitzer Prize-winner
Stephen Dunn as well as poems by
poets Edwin Romond, Patrick Rosal,

B.J. Ward, Priscilla Orr, Diane
Lockward, Charles H. Johnson, Adele
Kenny, Joe Weil, Amanda Berry and
others.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
was established in 1998 and has fea-
tured some of the finest poets writing
today, including Gerald Stern, Alicia
Ostriker, Stephen Dunn, Renée
Ashley, B.J. Ward, Catherine Doty,
Maria Gillan, Laura Boss, Diane
Lockward and Robert Carnevale.

The series is a satellite project of
the Fanwood Arts Council. Readings
are held in the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center, an historic
Gothic Revival structure that was a
19th century carriage house, from
which the poetry series takes its name.

The  Carriage House reading is free
to the public. An open mic will follow
the Edison Literary Review readers,
so bring a poem and join in the read-
ing. For information, call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298.

Meg Peterson to Recount
Adventures at SP Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The author of
a witty memoir chronicling her ad-
ventures and self-discovery trekking
throughout Africa and Asia will speak
at the Scotch Plains Public Library on
Tuesday, November 14, at 7 p.m.

In the memoir, “Madam, Have You
Ever Really Been Happy? An Inti-
mate Journey through Africa and
Asia,” author Meg Noble Peterson,
approaching 60 and newly divorced
after 33 years of marriage, sets off
alone on an eight-month odyssey
across four continents that took her
from the crowded streets of Cairo and
contentious apartheid South Africa to
India’s Taj Mahal and the peaks of the
Himalaya.

The lecture and slide presentation
will be held in the library’s commu-
nity room. All programs at the library
are free and open to all interested
participants. The library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from
Park Avenue in the center of town.

Traveling on a shoestring and mak-
ing plans as she goes along, Ms.
Peterson dares to venture off the
beaten path, carrying only a back-
pack, camera and journals.

Ms. Peterson, a freelance writer and
world traveler based in Maplewood,
has spent most of her professional life
in the field of music education.

For further information or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.

First Congregational to
Stage Rainbow Experience

WESTFIELD – The Rainbow Ex-
perience, a multi-cultural community
theater group, is producing
Cinderella.

Audiences can see the show at
two different locations over two
weekends in November. The show
will open in Westfield, where it
will be performed at the First Con-
gregational Church (FCC) on 125
Elmer Street on November 11 at
7:30 p.m. and on November 12 at 3
p.m.

The following weekend, the show
moves to the United Church of
Christ-Congregational (UCC) on 220
West 7th Street in Plainfield. Show
times in Plainfield are 7:30 p.m. on
November 18 and a 3p.m. matinee
on Sunday, November 19. Tickets
are $15 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren under 12 and seniors (65 and
over). Tickets can be purchased at
the door or reserved in advance by
calling the FCC in Westfield at (908)
233-2494 or the UCC in Plainfield at
(908) 755-8658.

Rodger and Hammerstein’s ro-
mantic interpretation of the classic
fairy tale includes such favorites
as “Do I Love You?” and “Impos-
sible.”

Scott Goldman directs Cinderella.
Westfield’s Kristy Perez performs as
a supporting actress.

Now in its eighth season, The Rain-
bow Experience theater troupe was
founded by the joint ministries of the
United Church of Christ Congrega-

tional in Plainfield and the First Con-
gregational Church, UCC in
Westfield.

SP Library to House
Basic Relief Printing

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will meet on Thursday, November
16, at 7 p.m. in the Scotch Plains
Library on 1927 Bartle Avenue. Mary
Claire Hahn will present a program
on basic relief printing following the
brief business meeting.

This oldest form of graphics arts,
printing from a raised surface, has a
long history as a fine-arts medium.
The basic tools and equipment are
simple, making it useful to the home-
crafter for printing personal greeting
cards and embellishments in
scrapbooking.

The program will cover the design,
cutting construction and hand print-
ing of three varieties: the linoleum
cut, the wood cut and the collage

relief print. As time permits, guests
may be invited to try cutting linoleum
or pulling a print.

Mary Claire earned her Bachelor
of Arts degree from Fontbonne Col-
lege in Saint Louis, Mo., with addi-
tional artwork at Saint Louis Univer-
sity, Kean College and the Newark
Museum. She has taught calligraphy
and relief printing privately and in
after school programs. She has de-
signed posters, program covers and
scenery for the library, church and
theater groups.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. The public is asked to
note the new time and location for
meetings.

For more information, contact Tom
Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

CRANFORD – Those who love
musical theater and would like to be
supportive of the arts may join the
Pineda family at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club on Winans Avenue, on
Friday evening, November 17, for an
evening of Broadway’s best-loved
songs.

Local artist Juan Pineda, a veteran
of Broadway’s Miss Saigon and co-
founder of the Little Opera Company
of New Jersey, will star in the perfor-
mance. He currently teaches the Mu-
sical Theater Performance class at
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA).

Fausto Pineda, a member of the
Actors’ Equity Association who has
been a cast member in the national
tours of Grease and the King and I,
will also perform in the benefit con-
cert.

Together Fausto and Juan have co-
directed musicals for the Showcase
Theater at the Westfield Summer
Workshop and have also directed sev-
eral operas for the Little Opera Com-
pany of New Jersey.

Joining the brothers are sopranos
Valerie Pineda and Patricia Pineda.
Valerie, cofounder of the Little Opera
Company and a vocal instructor at the
NJWA Music Studio, is also a musi-
cal director and producer for the

Westfield Summer Workshop and the
Showcase Theater musicals.

Patricia Pineda, a recent graduate
of the vocal department of Virginia
Commonwealth University, has also
been a staff member at the Westfield
Summer Workshop.

Pineda Palooza, which begins at
7:30 pm, will include music from
Stephen Sondheim, Lynn Ahrens,
Stephen Flaherty, Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Jason Robert Brown
and many others.

The proceeds from the concert will
benefit the Little Opera Company
tuition-free Young Artist Program. In
this program, students aged 10 to 18
receive training in voice, musician-
ship, languages, acting, stage move-
ment, improvisation and set design.
They are given the opportunity to
perform side-by-side with profes-
sional opera singers in fully staged
productions.

Tickets for Pineda Palooza are $25
for adults, $20 for seniors, and $15 for
students. Cranford Dramatic Club mem-
bers will receive a $5 discount off the
admission price. The public can call the
NJWA at (908) 789-9696 for ticket
information, or visit their studios at
150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Log on to njworkshopforthearts.com
for additional information.

Lecture Focuses on
Native American Art
MOUNTAINSIDE –The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
offered a lecture entitled “The Hand
and the Spirit: Women and Art in
Native American Society,” for adults,
ages 18 and older, on Friday, Novem-
ber 10, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside.

For thousands of years, Native
American women have produced
most of the art that defines their world.
Twig Johnson, curator of Native
American Art for the Montclair
Museum, will bring baskets, textiles
and hide clothing from the museum’s
collection to enhance appreciation of
the artistry of first-nation culture.

There is no fee for this event. Pre-
registration is required as space is
limited. This lecture will be presented
in the multi-purpose room of
Trailside’s Visitor Center and doors
will open at 7:15 p.m.

For additional information about
the lecture or upcoming winter pro-
grams or special events at Trailside,
call (908) 789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/
trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

Pineda Palooza

Pineda Palooza

An Evening of Broadway’s Best
A Benefit Concert for The Little Opera Company

Starring:

Fausto Pineda     Patricia Pineda     Juan Pineda    Valerie Pineda

& special guests who are NOT Pinedas

7:30 PM Friday, November 17, 2006  
  Cranford Dramatic Club Theater     78 Winans Avenue    Cranford, NJ

$25 Adults    $20 Seniors   $15 Students  $5 off for CDC MEMBERS

For tickets call the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts at:

(908) 789-9696

ALL SMILES…Jacquie and Eileen Cleary of Westfield pose at the NJBIZ awards
dinner at the Sheraton in Woodbridge on September 25 after their company, Atlas
Data Systems, received the award as one of the state’s 50 fastest growing companies.

Town Book Store Hosts
WF’s Dr. Gloria Schrager

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store of Westfield is hosting a meet
and greet book signing next week-
end.

On Saturday, November 18, from 2
to 4 p.m., Westfield author Dr. Gloria
Schrager, clinical professor of Pedi-
atrics at Columbia University Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, will
be in the store to sign copies of her
new book, “Medicine, Matzoh Balls,
and Motherhood: The Complex Life
of a Woman Doctor.”

Dr. Schrager has written a witty
memoir about her struggle to become
a doctor at a time when women phy-
sicians were an anomaly.

The era she has lived through has
been eventful: she relates how the
Great Depression, World War II, the
McCarthy Un-American Activities

Committee, the overt bias and ha-
rassment that women in the profes-
sions had to face, all impacted on her
life.

But the memoir has a lighter side,
recounting some of the adventures
and mishaps of medical school, in-
ternship, maintaining a successful
marriage and raising a family while
engaged in the full-time practice of
medicine. Both of her sons, as well as
a niece and grandniece, have become
physicians, and the book describes
some of the differences, both good
and bad, between the practice of medi-
cine today and how it was practiced
more than 50 years ago.

Members of the public who are
unable to attend this event can call
(908) 233-3535 and reserve an
autographed copy.


