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HANDZA, PARKINSON, McCARTHY NET 1 GOAL EACH

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Down
J.P. Stevens, 3-1, in Sectionals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tara Handza, Corrine Parkinson
and Erin McCarthy converted goals
for the third-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team to claim a 3-
1 victory over sixth-seeded J.P.
Stevens in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tourna-
ment at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on November 2.

The Blue Devils pummeled the
Hawks’ net with 14 shots (7 in each
half) while the Hawks took only seven.
Junior goalkeeper Claire Bennett
made two spectacular diving snags.
The Hawks’ keeper made 11 saves.
Blue Devil MaryKate Luker ripped
two wicked shots in the first half and
Gillian Kape, McCarthy and Handza
each ripped one.

“Despite the win, I do think that we
did not play up to our capabilities
throughout this entire game. I think
we played a little bit into their hands
with the long ball, played the ball in
the air, which we don’t do well with
and it showed,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katherine Wertheimer.

The Hawks scored early in the first
half when the ball, which ricocheted
off Bennett, was tapped in by at 30:42.

“I think a big part of our problem is
that we were so focused on the Union
County final and the opportunity to
play Scotch Plains again. I think it’s
hard for the girls to see anything else
other than that. I had that feeling
coming out that we would be flat. We
were during that first half and it took
us awhile to get into it,” said coach
Wertheimer.

“We were not playing our game in
the first half and we got a little pan-
icked. We were not playing feet, kept
playing ball in the air and that really
backfired on us,” added minister of
defense Kape. “We are more of a
passing team and do best when we
keep ball to feet and we were not
initiating that. In the second half, we
got together, played feet and every-
thing went well.”

The Blue Devils responded in a big
way in the second half when Parkinson
tapped in the equalizer off a corner
kick at 51:16. Ten minutes later
Handza, situated in the right spot, con-
verted Kape’s corner kick by slipping
the ball past the keeper. Three minutes
later McCarthy fired an angular shot
into the top left corner of the net.

“Obviously we started out a little
slow but that’s the way it can go in state
games,” said McCarthy. “However,
once we got going, we were unstop-
pable. Corrine did an awesome job.”

As to her goal, McCarthy said,
“Corrine really picked it up in the
midfield and I was fortunate enough
to be able to finish it. I saw that it was
a little bit of a rough angle. I saw the
through space and hit it as hard as I
could. The ball went in and that was
the best feeling.”

Defensively, coach Wertheimer
said, “It’s one of the biggest parts of
our game and it’s a team effort. We
have Claire back there. We have
Gillian, Cognetti and Stephanie
Corinthal back there and they come
up big. Lindsay Sauerwein was not
with us due to illness but she is a big

factor. Briana Goncalves and
Cognetti, playing in the back, really
stepped it up and helped us out a lot.
I was really happy today. I think we’re

really deep enough and handle set-
backs such as injuries and illness.”
J.P. Stevens 1 0 1
Westfield 0 3 3

MIKE IRVING, JOHN RAMALHO EACH SCORE GOALS

Blue Devil Boys Jolt Farmers
In Group 4 Soccer Sectionals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just five days after dropping a 3-2
decision to top-seeded Union in the

semifinal round of the Union County
Tournament (UCT), the Westfield
High School boys soccer team came
back to defeat the No. 10 Farmers, 2-
1, in the quarterfinals of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tourna-
ment in Union on November 2.

The 13-6-2 Blue Devils, who were
on a losing streak at the time, stunned
then undefeated No. 3-ranked Union,
3-1, on Farmer turf on October 9.
That sparked an eight-game winning
streak that the Farmers ended at the
UCT. Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner felt that the Farmers showed
little respect for the struggling Blue
Devils in their first meeting and that
the situation seemed to reverse itself
just prior to their second meeting at
the UCT.

The third meeting, however,
seemed to ooze mutual respect but
the eighth-seeded Blue Devils altered
their tactics and got a quick jump on
the 17-3-1 Farmers when sophomore
Mike Irving tapped in a goal 7:32 into
the game. Approximately 18 minutes
into the second half, senior John
Ramalho, on an assist from senior
Jim McManus, gave the Blue Devils
a 2-0 cushion.

“We certainly went in with respect
for them this time. We altered our
system a little bit to fit what they were
doing. Our kids came out with tre-
mendous passion and we really con-
trolled the whole beginning of the
game, the first 10 or 15 minutes,” said
coach Kapner. “We had three or four

wonderful opportunities to score and
actually cashed in on one of them. We
very much dominated the statistics.
We played a wonderful first half.”

In the county game, brothers Brian
and Rob Barrera scored all of the
Farmers’ goals, which had to be a
concern to coach Kapner.

“Kevin Hennessy marked Robert
and just simply took him out of the
game. He was all over him every time
he touched the ball. The kid was so
frustrated that he was going back into
their defensive. Even there, Kevin
was marking him. The older brother
got so frustrated because Nick Barba
was marking him. He got so off-
guard and took himself out of the
game. Our guys did a much better job
marking, the same job they did in the
first game,” said coach Kapner.

Midway through the second half,
Farmer Greg Pogorzelski, on an as-
sist from Rob Barrera, made the score
2-1. Blue Devil sophomore goal-
keeper Mike Lessner made four saves
and Farmer goalie John Roszkowski
made 17 saves.

“They came out in the beginning of
the second half and took it to us. We
absorbed everything they had and
slowly turned the game around a little
bit until John Ramalho scored the
goal. Then we went very much into a
defensive mode, gave up one goal but
held on for the win,” said coach
Kapner.
Westfield 1 1 2
Union 0 1 1
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Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield 
street.  Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with 
wood burning fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & 
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck 

overlooking manicured grounds.                                           Offered for $819,000 

 

640 RAHWAY AVENUE, WESTFIELD 

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC 
transportation.  This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room 
w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent 
Family Room opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property, hdwd flrs, 

central air, MBR &  updated bathroom.      Recently Repositioned at $799,000 

Pristine and updated Colonial offers ideal location on a quiet street within walking 
distance to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation.  This fine 4 bedroom 
home boasts a new eat-in Kitchen w/Corian counters, new Baths, Master Bedroom 
Suite, first floor Family Room with fireplace, Recreation Room, hardwood floors and 

central air.                                                                     Offered for $659,000 

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD 

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet 
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School.  This 
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new 
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished 

Recroom in basement, hardwood floors & central air.            Offered for $800,000 

This completely renovated, 12 room Colonial home is nestled in the prestigious 
“Brightwood” section of Westfield. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship & magnificent 
appointments, this exceptional residence combines classic charm and detail with 
modern convenience and luxury. This fine home is set on more than 1/2 acre of lush 

grounds backing up to Brightwood Park.                             Offered for $2,375,000 

Situated on park-like property on a quiet street, this spacious & tastefully decorated 10 
room home offers close proximity to the elementary school.  This authentic Tudor 
boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor 
Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood floors w/cherry 

inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.                            Offered for $929,000 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 
Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
and girls cross-country teams both
placed second in North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Championships at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on No-
vember 4 and qualified for the state
Group 4 championship to be held at
Holmdel Park on November 11. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls qualified for the Group 3 cham-
pionship by placing fourth in their
section with 130 points.

In Group 4 boys, Philipsburg
notched the title with 39 points while
the Blue Devils, who were second
last year, had 92 points. Edison placed
third with 95 points. The Raider boys
placed seventh in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 division with 167
points, edging Cranford with 175
points. Ridge took the team title with
64 points. Voorhees won the NJ Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 girls title with 53
points. Ridge was second with 66 and
Cranford third with 93 points.

Junior Evan Freidman led the
Westfield squad by finishing the 3.25-
mile course eighth in 17:25.1. Senior
Kevin O’Rourke took 14th in 17:33
and Alex Tarlow 17th in 17:38. Junior
Neil FitzPatrick placed 30th.

Looking back, Westfield and
Morristown are tied with 15 boys
team titles. Blue Devil individual title
winners were: Brian Clancy (1975),
Mike O’Brian (1976), Dave Miller
(1977), Cliff Sheehan (1979-‘80),
Andy Jacob (1993), Matt Elmuccio,
three-time winner (1994-‘96), Gor-
don Kaslusky (1997) and Jeffrey
Perella, (2004-05).

The Blue Devil girls, who have won
six sectional team titles, ran their best
race of the season and delivered a
powerful performance by finishing
second with 69 points, falling just
short behind champion Bridgewater-
Raritan’s 67 points. J.P. Stevens ar-
rived third with 71 points. Top Blue
Devil runners included Nicole
DiBenedetto, who placed third in 19:46

and narrowly missed setting a school
record set in 1983 by Cindy Best
(19:39). Kim Legones crossed in 20:28
and Rose Driscoll finished in 21:25.
Marissa Mumford (21:36) and Marlee
Austin (22:35) who filled in for Jenni-
fer Danielsson, also established PR’s.

“The boys hope to rebound No-
vember 11 at the Group Champion-
ship and make a solid run at qualify-
ing for the Meet of Champions,” said
Blue Devil Coach Martin.

In the Group 3 boys division, Raider
senior Pat Doliber placed 16th in 17:32.
Looking back, Raider Vince Carter
cruised to victory in (1970-‘71)

Raider sophomore Brittney Veeck
crossed 11th in 20:07 and junior Cassy
Valdes crossed the line 12th in 20:12.

“The girls ran a nice race so we can
run another week,” said Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel. “Our section is
pretty strong so I figured the top three

teams would be Voorhees, Ridge and
then Cranford and about four teams
competing for the fourth and fifth spot.
We’ve been banged up pretty bad. We
were strong up front. Cathy Harley
really stepped up today and ran a nice
race. I spoke with her before the race
how I needed her and she really re-
sponded. Allie Hoynes-O’Connor had
a nice race too, not too far behind
Cathy and Emily Carow, our fifth run-
ner who has a hip strain, went out and
gutted it out. She said, ‘I’ll do what-
ever it takes for the team.’ Without her
we would not have made it.”

“I really wanted to step it up for the
team because we had to perform our
best to make it to groups and wanted
a second chance to run at Holmdel,”
said junior Harley. “It was really hard
for me but I just relaxed a lot more
and I had fun.”

See picture on page 16
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FEARSOME TWOSOME… Blue Devils Tara Handza, center, and Erin
McCarthy, left, ran all over J.P. Stevens in the first round of the NJSIAA
tournament at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on November 2.


