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Raider Boys Secure Eleventh
UCT Soccer Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Gridders Break ‘Jinx’, Burn Raiders, 28-21, in Rivalry
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

fumble and advancing it 34 yards to
the Raider nine. Two plays later, with
5:02 remaining in the first quarter,
Bonard found Patella in the end zone
for an eight-yard TD. Bonard kicked
the point after.

“CJ’s my best friend. He catches
everything I throw to him. I always
got confidence. If I’m rolling out and
I see guys in my face, I know if I find
CJ, he’s going to catch it. Like that
first touchdown, I saw the guy close
to him but I knew he was going to
catch it,” said Bonard.

“CJ had a great week of practice.
Coaches were telling me all game,
‘CJ’s the guy! CJ’s the guy!’ He’s a
great catching tight end and he
blocked well today,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno.

The Raiders answered with some
magic of their own with a 10-play,
86-yard scoring drive, highlighted by
Rowbotham’s 51-yard reception and
concluded with Tim Green’s one-yard
TD reception with 8:06 left in the
half. Rowbotham hit the point after.
After they stalled the Blue Devils’
next drive at the SPF 33, Chervenyak
hit Zelesnik down the center. After
shaking off a few tackles, Zelesnik
bolted into the end zone for the 67-
yard TD with 6:08 left in the half.
Rowbotham’s point after gave the
Raiders a 14-7 lead.

“He’s been having a great year.
He’s done a great job,” noted Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

But the Blue Devils found success on
option plays and marched 68 yards on
eight plays, which ended with Bonard’s
17-yard run to pay dirt with 2:37 before
halftime. Bonard kicked the extra point
to knot the score. The Raiders tried to
get on the board once more before the
half but Blue Devils Ryan Scanlon,
Santo Nardi and Ferro crunched
Chervenyak for a nine-yard sack.

The Blue Devils’ opening drive of
the second half was halted abruptly at
the Raider nine-yard line when Baker
tossed Bonard for a three-yard loss
on fourth down. The Raider offense
proceeded with a 16-play, 91-yard
drive that was temporarily interrupted
by Blue Devil defensive end John
Dugan’s batting down of a pass but
ended successfully with Huether’s
one-yard TD plunge. Rowbotham
nailed the point after.

The fourth quarter offered some con-
troversy on the Blue Devils’ seven-
play, 64-yard scoring drive. On third-
and-five at the Westfield 36, Bonard
fired to Antonelli who stretched to the
limit to grab the ball along the Westfield
sideline that was ruled in bounds for a
12-yard reception. A 15-yard personal
foul penalty against the Raiders fol-
lowed and the Blue Devils were in
striking distance at the Raider 31. Four

plays later, Bonard galloped 19 yards to
tie the score with 9:11 left in the game.

The Raiders answered with another
long drive but the Blue Devil defense
responded when they stuffed

Chervenyak on the Westfield 17 on a
fourth-and-two. The Raider defense
held and forced Westfield to punt
where they took over at their own
eight. Three plays later, with 0:49
remaining in the game, Dugan smoth-
ered Marcus Green’s fumble at the
21. Eight seconds, later, Bonard rolled
around the right side, saw green and
dashed in for the TD.

“I saw green. I’m not settling for a
field goal. Coach was telling me, ‘18
read! Run it to the right. Get it to the
center of the field.’ That was pretty
much what I was thinking to do then
I saw the opening. This has got to be
a touchdown and I dove,” explained
Bonard.

“We’ve struggled with the passing.
They threw a little bit more than nor-

mal and had a couple of big plays but
our kids never quit. We found some-
thing running to the outside, which we
really haven’t done much since our
Kearny game. We got back to it today

and Tommy was 100 percent healthy.
We were just trying to set up for a field
goal and he goes and scores. He’s
unbelievable! He’s a special athlete.
We may not have the throwing game
but he brings such a dimension to the
running game,” said coach DeSarno.

The Raiders, however, were not
finished. Chervenyak hit Rowbotham

for 15 yards, found Baker for another
20 yards and fired a 30-yard strike to
Rowbowham who was brought to the
turf as time ran out.

“We played hard. It was a disap-

pointment. Every time you step on
the field, there is a chance to be disap-
pointed. We have to learn how to
handle it, as coaches, players, par-
ents, everybody. That’s the reality of
sports,” said a very disappointed coach
Ciccotelli.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0 14   7   0 21
Westfield   7   7   0 14 28

Stanek’s assist after a throw-in from
Tommy Sutter. DeVizio and Joe
D’Annunzio returned the favor to
Stanek, who scored the final goal 10
minutes later.

“My coach came up to me and
said, ‘you got two goals. You get a
third, you are a legend.’ I went out.
Tyler Stanek flicked me the ball. I
saw the keeper going one way and I
flicked it with my head the other
way,” DeVizio explained.

“I have been singing his praise
from day one when he played for me.
He is just an unbelievable competi-
tor, as his cousin Joey (D’Annunzio).
He ran, he ran, he worked for eighty
minutes. When you have those type
of kids, you are going to get good
things,” said Breznitsky.

A person who has recently be-
come a jack-of-all-trades but has
appeared to be a master of all was
senior Tri-Captain Bryan Meredith,
an All-State goalkeeper, who was
moved to the sweeper position and
did an outstanding job booting the
ball back into Farmer territory, as
well as heading the ball back toward
midfield. Meredith has also been
used as a forward in several games
this season. In all those situations,
junior Brandon Reddington assumed
the goalkeeping responsibilities.

“We did that before. When we put
that lineup on the field, we are put-
ting our best players on the field,”
said Breznitsky, who used that strat-
egy to cover Union forwards Rob
and Brian Barrera. “We had confi-
dence that Reddington could do the
job. It almost worked the first time
we played them. We got beat in over-

time. We had to go with it again.”
“We put ‘Hess’ and Jared (Cohen)

out wide to mark off those two for-
wards and had me just locking it out
in the back, just winning anything
that gets by them. It worked,” said
Meredith who added, “Losing it in
overtime was a heartbreaker. We
were expected to win it last year.
This year, coming up on the bottom
(bracket). They didn’t expect us to
go this far. Winning it was amaz-
ing!”

“I’m tremendously proud of the
fact that, after it was 2-0, for them to
come back and tie it up right before
half, and for us to come back and
play with the intensity in the second
half is a tribute to these kids,” said
Breznitsky.
Union 2 0 2
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 4

Imagine a 55+ enclave of exceptional convenience in the heart of Garwood’s new downtown and
within one mile of downtown Westfield and Cranford … from 1,883 sq. ft. to 3,024 sq. ft. of
living space … 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 3-story townhomes … each with its own personal elevator.

A community bocce court and club room … and all within easy walking distance of 
exciting shopping, fine dining and the train station.

Feeling a little spring in your step yet?
CALL 908-518-7870

for more information and to schedule an appointment.
Hours: Fri. – Tues., 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the
GSP-N to exit 136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave.
Go 1.3 mi and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi and
make R onto Maple St. The sales center is on the L.

S from the Garden State Parkway: Take the
GSP-S to exit 137. Merge onto NJ 28/North Ave.
East towards Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. Make a R onto
Maple St. The sales center is on the L.

EXPERIENCE LIFE WITH ALL ITS REWARDS

MillenniumHomes.com

Priced from the $500’s!

WALK TO EVERYTHING.
(EXCEPT, PERHAPS, THE OPPORTUNITY)

NEWTOWNHOMESJUSTRELEASED!

SPF Football/TV 34
Raider football games (previ-

ous week’s game) will be aired on
SPTV34 at the times listed below.
Also, there will be a pre-game
discussion between Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and The
Westfield Leader Sports Editor/
Assistant Publisher Dave Corbin.
Tuesday 10 p.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Thursday 1 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m. & 10 p.m.

Raider Boys Shut Out
Iselin Kennedy, 2-0
The 13th-ranked Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School boys soc-
cer team shut out 11-5-2 Iselin
Kennedy, 2-0, in the quarterfinals
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 tournament in Iselin on
November 3. Tommy Sutter
headed in a rebound in the first
half for the 15-5-1 Raiders’ first
goal and Joe D’Annunzio took a
feed from Mike Devizio and broke
away to score the second goal, also
in the first half. Keeper Bryan
Meredith made four saves and re-
corded his seventh shutout of the
season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO BRING DOWN A TOUGH RUNNER…Blue Devils Will Harbaugh, No. 57, and Scott Newman, No.
53, attempt to wrestle Raider running back Greg Brand, No. 22, to the ground in the opening quarter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY CHAMPS…The Raiders rejoice after defeating the Farmers,
4-2, for the Union County Tournament title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROVIDING A LOT OF OFFENSE…Raider wide receiver Jason Zelesnik, No.
82, had four receptions for 129 yards, including a 67-yard TD reception. Zelesnik
also had a 34-yard kickoff return against Cranford the week before.


