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Board Approves Widened
Driveway on Oakwood Ct.

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – The borough’s plan-
ning board, at its October 25 meeting,
approved a variance to widen a drive-
way at a previously completed con-
struction site at 59 Oakwood Court.

Counsel represented the applicant,
Gerald Vadas, when he went before
the board seeking a variance for work
done at his home to widen his drive-
way from 10 to 15-and-a-half feet.

The width of Mr. Vadas’ new drive-
way is out of compliance with the
borough’s land use ordinance; a letter
from a nearby resident brought the
matter to the board’s attention.

A number of Mr. Vadas’ neighbors
came before the board in support of
the applicant. Most said that the wid-
ening of the driveway improved the
appearance of the home and contrib-
uted to the street’s safety by bringing
more cars off the road.

“I wish everyone on Oakwood
would widen their driveways,” said
one resident.

Board member Daniel Zucker voted
against granting the variance, stating
his disapproval that Mr. Vadas was
appearing before the board after the
construction was completed.

John Deutch, another board mem-
ber, responded by saying, “I don’t
think we should deny an application
based on what was done previously.
We should view the application based
on its own merit, rather than some act
of retribution.”

“If (the) borough council believes
a person should be penalized for go-
ing against an ordinance, it is for
them to take action, invoke a fine.”

Board member Dale Flowers voted
with the consensus in favor of the
variance, but expressed concern about
considering applications after con-
struction has been completed.

“I think that had this come to us
prior to being built, I would have looked
for a compromise, Mr. Flowers said.
“Instead of 15-and-a-half feet wide,
maybe 12 or 13 feet. So where does

that leave me, if I am unable to con-
sider it prior to it being built?”

In other business, the board ap-
proved the oversized-home ordinance
proposal, which will be presented to
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council.

If passed, this ordinance would re-
strict building height, lot coverage and
other variables with regard to home
additions and new construction.

Mr. Deutch voted against the ordi-
nance, saying that it is not needed in
Fanwood and would create unneces-
sary legislation.

Board member Peter Sales re-
sponded by saying that because the
building of oversized homes is not
yet a problem in the borough, it is the
reason to propose the ordinance.

Mr. Flowers agreed with both mem-
bers. “I think we’ve perhaps created a
problem we may be unaware of. How-
ever, on the whole, I think [the ordi-
nance] is worthwhile, and I think we
are moving ahead of other problems,”
he said.

Board Chairman Greg Cummings
voted in favor of the ordinance, say-
ing that it would work “to preserve
the character of the town.”

LAWYER HONOR…State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22) received the Outstand-
ing Public Service award from the American Trial Lawyers Association of New
Jersey (TL-NJ) in September. Pictured, from left to right, are: Christopher
Placitella, TL-NJ past president; Mr. Scutari; Marc Saperstein, TL-NJ president
and Drew Britcher, TL-NJ past president.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE 

 
  The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce 

that Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq., chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. 
Outhwaite, Esq. and Lisa Stein-Browning, Esq. will present to the public a 

free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at the 
Westwood in Garwood on Thursday, November 30, 2006 and Saturday, 

December 2, 2006.  Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for 
over 34 years, Mr. Outhwaite for over 16 years and Lisa Stein-Browning, 
will review the law, explain the legal process and answer your questions 

concerning separation, divorce, division of assets, domestic violence and 
post-divorce Court review of alimony and child support as well as the law 

governing domestic partnerships.   
 

  Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an 
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce mediation offers 

the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully 
protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court 

proceedings. 
 

  If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating 
divorce, or if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or 
divorce, this Seminar will be a value to you.  If you are already divorced, the 

Seminar may be a value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of 
former spouses.   

 

WHERE: 

The Westwood 

438 North Avenue 

Garwood, New Jersey 07027 

908-789-0808 

 

WHEN: 

Thursday, November 30, 2006 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

Saturday, December 2, 2006 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Reservations Required (no names needed) 

Call: (908) 272-0200 

Refreshments will be served 

Zoning Bd. OK’s Church For
Former SP Friendly’s Site

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —The zoning
board of adjustment last week unani-
mously approved an application from
Westfield Hall Inc., a nondenomina-
tional religious corporation based in
Westfield, to convert the building that
housed the Friendly’s restaurant on
South Avenue into a house of wor-
ship.

The building, located at 2265 South
Avenue, has been vacant since
Friendly’s closed early last year.
Jonathan Diplock, the group’s trea-
surer, told the board last Thursday
that no significant alteration of the
building’s exterior was planned. Be-
sides applying a fresh coat of paint
and upgrading the landscaping, he
said the main entrance to the building
would be moved to the rear and re-
places the existing front entrance that
was used when the restaurant was in
business. A small portico is planned
for the rear of the building.

Mr. Diplock said he expects the
building to be used three days a week
— on Sundays for worship and com-
munion, on Mondays for prayer meet-

ings and on Fridays for Bible study
and readings. Mr. Diplock told the
board the building would not be rented
out to outside organizations and that
Westfield Hall itself will not hold any
other activities there beyond the ones
on Sunday, Monday and Friday. He
said he expects about 50 people at
any one time to attend functions, al-
though “from time to time,” that num-
ber could be as high as 150.

Architect Carol Hewitt detailed the
building’s floor plans for the board.
After one enters the building, there
will be a center foyer, flanked by
small meeting rooms at the back half
of the building, leading to a vestibule.
The vestibule would open onto a large
main room to be used for worship and
other larger group activities. Two new
heating, air conditioning and ventila-
tion units are to be installed along the
building’s western side, she added.

Professional planner Chris Starks
noted that the new use of the building
would result in a less-intensive use of
the property in terms of cars entering
and exiting and the more limited hours
of operation than was the case when
the restaurant was open.

WINNING STRIDES…Peter Warren of Westfield and Governor Jon Corzine
line up for the start of the Komen Breast Cancer Foundation 5K race fundraiser
held on October 29 in Princeton.

WF American Legion Seeks
Donations for Troops in Iraq
WESTFIELD—The “Support Our

Troops Committee” of the American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post # 3 is
accepting donations and items for care
packages to be shipped to U.S. troops
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Personal care items sought include
eye drops, foot powder and baby
wipes. Food items, such as candy
snack bars, small juice cans, pow-

dered drinks and instant coffee, are
also welcome. Other items include
music CDs, playing cards, small
American flags and pre-paid interna-
tional phone cards. A complete list of
acceptable items can be found online
at operationshoebox.com.

The monetary donations will be used
to purchase additional requested items.
All donations are tax deductible.

Care package items may be dropped
off at American Legion Post No. 3,
located at 1003 North Avenue West in
Westfield between 2 and 8 p.m., seven
days a week.

Items may be left at ReMax Prop-
erties located at 200 North Avenue
East in Westfield from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m., Monday through Friday and
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.

Monetary donations can be mailed
to: “Support Our Troops,” American
Legion Post No. 3, 1003 North Av-
enue West, Westfield, NJ 07090.

Please feel free to write a message
or include a card with donations.
Every effort will be made to send
donations directly to troops and mili-
tary units from New Jersey.

The American Legion notes, “As
we enter this wonderful season of giv-
ing, let us not forget those who are far
from us, defending our country every
day so that we can enjoy freedom.”

For more information, please con-
tact “Support Our Troops Commit-
tee” Chairman Pete Hogaboom at
(908) 518-5448 or Richard Thomp-
son of the Union County Office of
Veterans’ Affairs at (908) 659-7407.

SBOE Establishes Website
For Public Hearing Testimony

TRENTON – People who want to
testify at the State Board of
Education’s (SBOE) monthly public
hearings can register to do so on-line.

SBOE President Arnold Hyndman
said, “With so many people doing
most of their business on-line these
days, it seemed to be a very logical
step to take. It will also save time and
phone charges for people who have
issues they want to bring to the
SBOE’s attention.”

He noted that this is one of a number
of technology enhancements
undertaken to improve the efficiency
of operation. Earlier this year, the
SBOE switched to a “paperless”
system. Members work from laptop
computers. Meeting agendas and
background information are available
on-line for the public to download.

SBOE public hearings are held at 3
p.m. on the third Wednesday of each

month, the day of work sessions.
At most of the hearings, testimony

is limited to specific topics, which are
generally matters under active
consideration by the SBOE. At four
hearings each year, any topic can be
addressed. Speakers are limited to
five minutes.

People may reserve time to speak
beginning the day after the SBOE’s
regular monthly meeting, which is
held on the first Wednesday of each
month. The deadline for registration
is the Friday before the public hearing.
To register online, visit
education.state.nj.us/sboe/. People
can also register by calling the SBOE
office at (609) 292-0739.

The SBOE also considers written
testimony, which can be mailed to:
New Jersey Department of Education,
State Board Office, PO Box 500,
Trenton, NJ 08625-500.

CPAs to Hold Seminar
On Financial Planning
GARWOOD – The Union County

Chapter of the New Jersey Society of
Certified Public Accountants
(NJSCPA) will present a seminar on
retirement planning on Tuesday, No-
vember 14, from 8 to 9:40 a.m. at The
Westwood in Garwood. Registration
and breakfast begins at 7 a.m.

Albert Zdenek, a CPA, will discuss
the process of establishing a compre-
hensive personal financial plan and
investing strategies for financial in-
dependence.

The seminar fee is $35 for NJSCPA
members and $45 for non-members.

For additional information, call the
New Jersey Society of CPAs at (973)
226-4494, or visit njscpa.org/union.


