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SP Democrats Win 2 Council Seats,
Shrink GOP Majority to 3-2

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Democrats
Kevin Glover and Neil Strauss were
elected to the township council on
Tuesday while Republican Nancy
Malool won a second term in what
both parties agreed was the first split
ticket they could remember in
Scotch Plains.

The results mean that the
council will have a 3-2 Repub-
lican majority come January 1
after four years of unanimous
GOP control.

Unofficial results including
absentee ballots showed Mr.
Glover winning 3,992 votes,
Mr. Strauss garnering 3,985
tallies and Mrs. Malool gain-
ing 3,978 votes. Council-
woman Carolyn Sorge, who
was seeking a second term,
received 3,860 votes while fel-
low Republican Rich Duthie
won 3,791 votes. The third
Democrat, Neal LeStrange,
received 3,760 votes.

The Democrats’ victories
were the party’s first in a municipal
election since 1998, when three
Democrats were elected.

Mr. Glover called it a “bittersweet
victory” because of Mr. LeStrange’s
defeat, which, he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, was “because
of the tactics used against him” dur-
ing the campaign by the Republicans.

The last few weeks of the campaign
saw allegations raised against Mr.
LeStrange because of his attendance
15 years ago at a law-enforcement
recreational gathering that was later
investigated due to alleged racist over-
tones.

Two former township police chiefs

who worked with Mr. LeStrange when
he was a police officer wrote letters to
The Times, as part of the Republican
campaign, critical of Mr. LeStrange’s
tenure with the police department.

Speaking at the Democrats’ elec-
tion-night party at the home of Rich-
ard and Geri Samuel, Mr. Glover
called the allegations “completely

unfounded and unfair.”
Mr. LeStrange was out of town and

not available for comment.
Mr. Strauss — who, like Mr. Glover,

was making his first run for elective
office — also called his victory “bit-
tersweet” because of what he called
“a shameful display of personal at-

tacks” on Mr. LeStrange.
Democratic Party Chairman

Ken Lipstein and Mr. Samuel,
who managed the campaign,
both felt Mr. LeStrange would
have been elected if not for the
attacks against him.

Mr. Glover and Mr. Strauss
expressed confidence that they
would be able to work with the
three remaining Republicans
on the council — Mrs. Malool,
Mayor Martin Marks and
Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato — despite the elec-
tion campaign.

“We don’t want to be purely
the opposition party,” Mr.
Strauss told The Times. “I’m
glad we have a place to engage
in some issues that maybe

didn’t get a diverse hearing earlier.”
“The township comes first,” Mr.

Glover said, adding that “it will be
good to have more balance on the
council.”

After announcing the results at a
gathering at the township rescue
squad, Republican Party Chairman
William McClintock termed it “a very
strange night.” He said there were
“some positives among the negatives,”
pointing to the continuing Republi-
can majority on the governing body,
which the GOP has held since late
1999.

Mrs. Malool told her fellow Re-
publicans Tuesday night of her “un-

Democrats Dolce and Valian
Win Open Fanwood Seats

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – For the fourth con-
secutive year, Democrats garnered two
open seats on the Fanwood Borough
Council Tuesday, enabling their party
to retain its 6-0 majority on the coun-
cil, in addition to the mayor’s seat.

Incumbent Donna Dolce, the cur-
rent council president, and newcomer
David Valian defeated their Republi-
can challengers Andrew MacDonald
and Richard Alber in the General
Election. Borough Council terms run
three years.

Unofficial tallies released Tuesday
night showed Ms. Dolce as the lead
vote-getter in her successful bid for a
second council term, with 1,506. Mr.
Valian, who will replace Councilman
Jack Molenaar come January, fol-
lowed with 1,368. Mr. Molenaar opted
not to run for reelection.

Mr. MacDonald, a planning board
member and former borough coun-
cilman, captured 1,322 votes. Mr.
Alber, making his debut council run,
received 1,253. These totals did not
include absentee or provisional bal-
lots.

“I’m just thrilled to be back serving
the community for another three
years,” Ms. Dolce told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at a
celebratory gathering at Fanwood’s
South Street Café. “I want to thank all
my supporters.”

She added that she hoped to see the
downtown redevelopment goals ad-
vanced by Fanwood’s mayor and
council reach fruition during her sec-
ond term.

Mr. Valian, who also expressed
appreciation to those who supported
him and Ms. Dolce, said he believed
the Democrats’ victory “is really stem-
ming from the current administra-
tion. They (borough residents) like
what they see and they want it to
continue moving forward.

“I’m just one of them, and I think
they realize it,” he continued, refer-
ring to his fellow residents. “I’ll do
everything I can to make them proud
of what their choice was.”

Mr. MacDonald and Mr. Alber,
speaking at Borough Hall shortly af-
ter the results were tallied, both wished
their Democrat opponents well and

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELECTION NIGHT SWEEP…Fanwood Democrats Donna Dolce, second from
left, and David Valian, second from right, celebrate their victory Tuesday night
victory with Mayor Colleen Mahr, center. Also pictured are Lynn Sorf, Council-
woman Dolce’s partner, and Councilman-elect Valian’s wife, Michelle, and their
daughter.
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Anthony Santilli for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRICKLING IN…As election results find their way to L’Affaire in Mountainside,
Union County freeholder candidate Alexander Mirabella, center, his wife Phyllis
and County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich study the board to make sure no vote goes
unnoticed.

Dems Sweep Freeholder
Race in Union County

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY AND
DEBBIE HOFFMAN

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Three in-
cumbent Union County freeholders
swept Tuesday night’s election thus
maintaining a 9-0 Democratic major-
ity on the at-large board.

Al Mirabella of Fanwood, who tal-
lied 69,147 votes; Deborah Scanlon
of Union, who received 68,434, and
Chester Holmes of Rahway, with
67,154 votes, all won reelection for a
fourth three-year term. They defeated
Republicans Diane Barabas of
Westfield, 43,979; Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, 43,736, and
Mountainside councilman Glenn
Mortimer, 42,719. Independent can-
didate Melvin Cody of Plainfield re-
ceived 2,371 tallies.

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFillipo, called
the race at 10:25 p.m., with 75 per-
cent of the results in, to a room packed
with enthusiastic supporters at
L’Affaire Fine Catering in
Mountainside.

“It’s a good feeling to win and
folks, the best is yet to come,” she
said. “We’re a party growing. We’re
not stepping back for Republicans
any more in this state.”

At the time the race was called,
Democrats had won 64 percent of the
vote.

“It’s an affirmation of the high level
of service  (Democrats) provide in
the county,” she said.

In his victory speech, Freeholder
Holmes said, “The reason that we’re
successful in winning is because we
are dedicated to the community and
dedicated to the voters.”

“We exclude no
municipalities…we do what we be-
lieve is the right thing,” he added.

Referring to himself and his two
running-mates, all of whom won a
fourth term, as “the A-Team,” he
added “We don’t smear anyone and
we don’t stand for anyone to push us
around.”

Freeholder Scanlon, who credited
her husband, Patrick, as her “stron-
gest supporter,” said, “We’ll continue
to work hard for the people of Union
County and we’ll hit the ground run-
ning.”

Freeholder Mirabella, current board
chairman, thanked his wife, Phyllis,
among many others, and said he has a
“fortunate” balance of priorities and
responsibilities in his life, from his
family, to his public service to his
career.

“We have the greatest staff any
freeholder team could ask for,” he
said.

He added, “I really appreciate all
the friendship, all the connection with
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LATE-HOUR CONCESSION…As the race for Congress in the 7th District
against incumbent Mike Ferguson went down to the wire, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender thanks her supporters for their hard work late at night at the Crowne
Plaza in Clark.

Ferguson Edges Stender in Race
For 7th District Congressional Seat

By TED RITTER AND WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — In a night that saw Demo-
crats take control of the House of
Representatives for the first time in
12 years, Republican Rep. Mike
Ferguson of New Providence was re-
elected to a fourth term by a razor thin
margin, 49 to 48 percent or 95,739 to
92,480, over Democratic state As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood.

In the election night race that nearly
didn’t end, Mrs. Stender initially de-
layed conceding the closely watched
Congressional District 7 contest to
Mr. Ferguson. This was despite the
fact that Mr. Ferguson had already
delivered his victory speech after
broadcast news networks projected
him the winner.

Mr. Ferguson’s speech came at
11:10 p.m., with 72 percent of elec-
tion precincts reporting, indicating
he was leading Mrs. Stender by sev-
eral thousand votes or about four per-
centage points.

“Sorry for the late night,” said Mr.
Ferguson — who ran his campaign
on his record, positioned himself as a
moderate Republican, and labeled his
opponent as a “tax-and-spend Demo-
crat” — spent most of his surpris-

ingly short victory speech thanking
his family and supporters.

“We had a lot of hurdles to over-
come this year; we had as tough a
political climate as we’ve ever seen,”
the Congressman said at a victory
celebration at the Bridgewater
Marriott. “We won, and we did it
because we stand for the right things.”

However, as Mr. Ferguson was still
speaking at the Bridgewater Marriott,
Mrs. Stender’s spokesman Mike Pa-
gan came into the packed main ball-
room – adorned with Stender signs
and decorations – at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Clark and said: “It’s not over
yet,” after previously indicating the
campaign was “going to sit tight”
until receiving a “few more tallies.”

Soon after, Woodbridge State Sena-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Menendez Maintains Seat,
Kean Loses Senate Race

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK AND
MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – Incumbent United
States Senator Robert Menendez re-
tained his seat over Westfield resi-
dent and State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.

As of 8:30 p.m., CBS News called
the election for Mr. Menendez. Vote
tallies as of press time Wednesday
showed Mr. Menendez won by eight
percentage points – with 1,127,847
individuals (53 percent) voting in his
favor, and 945,334 (45 percent) choos-
ing Mr. Kean.

Mr. Menendez, who took the po-
dium shortly after 9 p.m. with his son,
Robert, daughter, Alicia, and Senator
Frank Lautenberg, told supporters at
the East Brunswick Hilton campaign
headquarters, “Only in America, and
especially in New Jersey, could the
son of a seamstress and a carpenter,
the first of his family to go to college,
be chosen by his neighbors to be their

voice in the United States Senate.”
Mr. Menendez alluded briefly to

his opponent, saying, “New Jersey
rejected the politics of personal de-
struction.”

“I will wake up every morning and
work as hard for you as I possibly can
in the New Jersey Senate for the next
six years,” he added. “Everyone in
New Jersey should know this about
me. I will dedicate myself to earning
your trust for the confidence you have
entrusted in me tonight.”

Mr. Kean made his concession
speech at approximately 10:22 p.m.
and spoke for less than five minutes.

He told his constituents, “You were
with me when things looked up. You
were with me when things looked
down. Thank you for your passion
and your dedication.”

He congratulated Mr. Menendez,
who he said ran a “spirited race.” He
told the audience at the Bridgewater

Fanwood Puts on Hold
New Bus. Registration Fee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough has opted
to put on hold a November 30 deadline
to collect a new registration form and
$25 fee for all new and existing
Fanwood businesses, following con-
cerns from the business community.

Businesses in Fanwood had been
required to register with the borough
per a new ordinance adopted by the
borough council on July 11.

The application requires businesses
to include a floor-plan diagram, in-
cluding areas accessible to the public
and entrances and exits, a certification
from the tax collector that all property
taxes have been paid for the building
that houses the business, a description
of the business and hours of operation
and a list of principals owning more
than 10 percent of the business.

“Based on what I have been hear-
ing the last two days, we’ve decided
to hold up on trying to collect this
information because there seems to
be some concerns” from the business
community, Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
yesterday. “Our goal was never to
upset the business community, it was
to get some good information on what
businesses are in town.”

Members of the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association (FBPA)
plan to attend the council’s meeting
Monday night to question the ordi-
nance and ask why they were notified
of the new fee “only” a few weeks ago.

“It got to this stage without notifi-
cation (of the business community),”
said FBPA President Peter Chemidlin.
“It was a bit embarrassing that I’m

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BITTERSWEET VICTORY...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) thanks supporters after winning his fourth term in Congress in
a hotly contested race against State Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood. At left, his wife Maureen looks on.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TWO OUT OF THREE...Scotch Plains Democrats Jeff
Strauss and Kevin Glover pose after learning of their
victories in the township council race. Nancy Malool, a
Republican councilwoman, won her re-election bid for
the other seat up for grabs.
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