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Westfield Man’s Death
Remains Under Investigation

WESTFIELD – Authorities are still
investigating the cause of death of a
35-year-old Westfield man who died
Monday night after police responded
to a call for assistance from
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center’s mental and psychiatric
screening outreach program.

According to a Westfield Police
Department press release, police re-
sponded to the 11:50 a.m. call in the
400 block of West Broad Street, where
Robert Villane had reportedly locked
himself in his second-floor apartment.

Three members of the Muhlenberg
program were at the scene with Villane
when police arrived. The man let of-
ficers and one of the psychiatric
screeners enter his apartment after they
talked to him for a “short period of
time,” police said.

“Because of Mr. Villane’s actions
and his mental condition, the psychi-
atric screener determined that Mr.
Villane needed to be transported to
the hospital,” the press release issued
by Police Chief John Parizeau stated.
“At this time, Mr. Villane became
physically combative and began to
push and strike the officers. One of
the officers used pepper spray on Mr.
Villane and he was then handcuffed
prone on the floor.”

Because the man “continued to
struggle and kick,” additional offic-
ers were called to move him down-
stairs and into a Westfield Rescue
Squad ambulance.

“Upon the officers getting Mr.
Villane to the front yard, he contin-
ued struggling and kicking. Mr.
Villane was then placed into the
Westfield Rescue Squad [ambulance]

where he was unresponsive. CPR was
started and he was transported to
Muhlenberg Hospital where he was
later pronounced dead,” the press re-
lease stated.

Chief Parizeau told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Villane lost conscious-
ness “somewhere between the front
yard and the ambulance.”

Five police officers were trans-
ported to Muhlenberg and treated for
trauma and elevated blood pressure
due to the struggle, police said. The
officers have been released from the
hospital but are currently on sick leave
from the police department.

Chief Parizeau told The Leader that
a counselor would be made available
for the officers if they needed to talk
to someone about the incident.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, with the assistance of the
Westfield Police Department, is in-
vestigating the incident.

“That’s standard procedure anytime
there is a death in a [police] custody,”
Chief Parizeau told The Leader.

The chief confirmed that an au-
topsy was done Tuesday morning but
said the report would not be com-
pleted for some time.

A 1989 Westfield High School
graduate, Mr. Villane is survived by
his parents, William and Rita, of
Westfield, and six brothers. Visitation
will be held today from 2 to 4 p.m. and
7 to 9 p.m. at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. A Funeral Mass will be
held tomorrow, Friday, November 10,
at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, followed by burial
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Anthony Santilli for The Westfield Leader
TRICKLING IN…As election results find their way to L’Affaire in Mountainside,
Union County freeholder candidate Alexander Mirabella, center, his wife, Phyllis,
and County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich study the board to make sure no vote goes
unnoticed.

Dems Sweep Freeholder
Race in Union County

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
AND DEBBIE HOFFMAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Three in-
cumbent Union County freeholders
swept Tuesday night’s election thus
maintaining a 9-0 Democratic major-
ity on the at-large board.

Al Mirabella of Fanwood, who tal-
lied 69,147 votes; Deborah Scanlon
of Union, who received 68,434, and
Chester Holmes of Rahway, with
67,154 votes, all won reelection for a
fourth three-year term. They defeated
Republicans Diane Barabas of
Westfield, 43,979; Patricia
Quattrocchi of Garwood, 43,736, and
Mountainside councilman Glenn
Mortimer, 42,719. Independent can-
didate Melvin Cody of Plainfield re-
ceived 2,371 tallies.

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFillipo, called
the race at 10:25 p.m., with 75 per-
cent of the results in, to a room packed
with enthusiastic supporters at
L’Affaire Fine Catering in
Mountainside.

“It’s a good feeling to win and
folks, the best is yet to come,” she
said. “We’re a party growing. We’re
not stepping back for Republicans
any more in this state.”

At the time the race was called,
Democrats had won 64 percent of the
vote.

“It’s an affirmation of the high level
of service  (Democrats) provide in
the county,” she said.

In his victory speech, Freeholder
Holmes said, “The reason that we’re
successful in winning is because we
are dedicated to the community and
dedicated to the voters.”

“We exclude no
municipalities…we do what we be-
lieve is the right thing,” he added.

Referring to himself and his two
running-mates, all of whom won a
fourth term, as “the A-Team,” he
added “We don’t smear anyone and
we don’t stand for anyone to push us
around.”

Freeholder Scanlon, who credited
her husband, Patrick, as her “stron-
gest supporter,” said, “We’ll continue
to work hard for the people of Union
County and we’ll hit the ground run-
ning.”

Freeholder Mirabella, current board
chairman, thanked his wife, Phyllis,
among many others, and said he has a
“fortunate” balance of priorities and
responsibilities in his life, from his
family, to his public service to his
career.

“We have the greatest staff any
freeholder team could ask for,” he
said.

He added, “I really appreciate all
the friendship, all the connection with

Ted Ritter for The Westfield Leader
LATE-HOUR CONCESSION…As the race for Congress in the 7th District
against incumbent Mike Ferguson went down to the wire, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender thanks her supporters for their hard work late at night at the Crowne
Plaza in Clark.

Ferguson Edges Stender in Race
For 7th District Congressional Seat

By TED RITTER AND WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — In a night that saw Demo-
crats take control of the House of
Representatives for the first time in
12 years, Republican Rep. Mike
Ferguson of New Providence was re-
elected to a fourth term by a razor thin
margin, 49 to 48 percent or 95,739 to
92,480, over Democratic state As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of

Fanwood.
In the election night race that nearly

didn’t end, Mrs. Stender initially de-
layed conceding the closely watched
Congressional District 7 contest to
Mr. Ferguson. This was despite the
fact that Mr. Ferguson had already
delivered his victory speech after
broadcast news networks projected
him the winner.

Mr. Ferguson’s speech came at
11:10 p.m., with 72 percent of elec-
tion precincts reporting, indicating
he was leading Mrs. Stender by sev-
eral thousand votes or about four per-
centage points.

“Sorry for the late night,” said Mr.
Ferguson — who ran his campaign
on his record, positioned himself as a
moderate Republican, and labeled his
opponent as a “tax-and-spend Demo-
crat” — spent most of his surpris-
ingly short victory speech thanking
his family and supporters.

“We had a lot of hurdles to over-
come this year; we had as tough a
political climate as we’ve ever seen,”
the Congressman said at a victory
celebration at the Bridgewater
Marriott. “We won, and we did it
because we stand for the right things.”

However, as Mr. Ferguson was still
speaking at the Bridgewater Marriott,
Mrs. Stender’s spokesman Mike Pa-
gan came into the packed main ball-
room – adorned with Stender signs
and decorations – at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel in Clark and said: “It’s not over
yet,” after previously indicating the
campaign was “going to sit tight”
until receiving a “few more tallies.”

Soon after, Woodbridge State Sena-
tor Joseph Vitale spoke at the podium
and told the emotionally drained, but
cheering Stender supporters: “We’re
not ready to concede this race,” not-
ing that “a number of communities
are unreported.”

Finally, just minutes after midnight,
with 83 percent of the numbers in, the
gap between the two candidates stood
at about 4,000 votes. Mrs. Stender
entered the ballroom and received a
raucous ovation.

“You certainly make me feel like a
winner tonight,” she said as she be-
gan her concession speech and
thanked her exhausted supporters.

“Together, we really fought for
change in this country. We stood up
and we talked about the issues; we
made people think about where we
were going as a nation, and that’s not
over,” Mrs. Stender said. “[Demo-
crats] have taken back the House from
Republicans.”

Mrs. Stender, a former Union
County Freeholder of Fanwood
(where she previously served as
mayor), ran her campaign on the slo-
gan “Common Sense Change” and
had attempted to closely link her op-
ponent to President George W. Bush.

“So, while the outcome here in the
7th District isn’t what we had all
hoped and prayed and worked so hard
for, we did give it a good run,” said
Mrs. Stender, who won Union County
by the  count of 35,905 to 35,188, and
Middlesex, 18,176 to 13,210. Mr.
Ferguson won Hunterdon, 19,160 to
13,450, and Somerset, 28,181 to
24,949.

Pointing to the delay in conceding
the race, Mrs. Stender said: “We
waited to make sure that every vote
was counted [and] we came within 2
percent. It’s been a long, difficult
night, but it was for a worthy cause…I
think we still have challenges in front
of us as a nation that we all need to
continue to be part of solving. I’m not
going away; I hope you’re not,” she
finally exclaimed.

At Ferguson Headquarters Frank
Quinn of Westfield indicated that his
support of Mr. Ferguson was driven by
his stances on taxes and abortion. He
also acknowledged that he normally
supports Republican candidates.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
commenting on the two area races for
national office said, “I’m really dis-
appointed about Tom’s (Kean) loss,
he’s a Westfield resident and a good
friend of mine…Congressman
Ferguson won a close race, he’s
worked hard for this district, and I’m
sure he’ll continue to do so.”

The Ferguson-Stender race was
marked by its expense, with Mrs.
Stender claiming to have been
outspent by Mr. Ferguson by $1 mil-
lion, and by its vigor, with Mr.
Ferguson’s campaign’s use of the

Incumbent Menendez Maintains
Seat, Kean Loses Senate Race

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK AND
MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – Incumbent United
States Senator Robert Menendez re-
tained his seat over Westfield resi-
dent and State Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
on election night.

As of 8:30 p.m., CBS News called
the election for Mr.
Menendez. Vote tallies as
of press time Wednesday
showed Mr. Menendez
won by eight percentage
points – with 1,127,847
individuals (53 percent)
voting in his favor and
945,334 (45 percent)
choosing Mr. Kean.

Mr. Menendez, who
took the podium shortly
after 9 p.m. with his son,
Robert, daughter, Alicia,
and Senator Frank
Lautenberg, told sup-
porters at the East
Brunswick Hilton cam-
paign headquarters,
“Only in America, and
especially in New Jer-
sey, could the son of a
seamstress and a carpen-
ter, the first of his family
to go to college, be cho-
sen by his neighbors to be their voice
in the United States Senate.”

Mr. Menendez alluded briefly to
his opponent, saying “New Jersey
rejected the politics of personal de-
struction.”

“I will wake up every morning and
work as hard for you as I possibly can
in the New Jersey Senate for the next
six years,” he added. “Everyone in
New Jersey should know this about
me. I will dedicate myself to earning
your trust for the confidence you have

entrusted in me tonight.”
Mr. Kean made his concession

speech at approximately 10:22 p.m.
and spoke for less than five minutes.

He told his constituents, “You were
with me when things looked up. You
were with me when things looked
down. Thank you for your passion
and your dedication.”

He congratulated Mr. Menendez,
who he said ran a “spirited race.” He
told the audience at the Bridgewater
Marriott that, “I join all of New Jer-
sey in wishing him well. We have
hard work to do on a bipartisan ba-
sis.”

“I’m not going away,” he said, to
the applause of the capacity crowd. “I
intend to continue working in the
New Jersey Senate to change the way
the public’s business is conducted.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) said, “He’s 38 years of

age. I’m 53. When you’re 38, there’s
a lot of opportunity. Prior Keans have
lost and then become very well known
and successful.

“When you have somebody with
the depth of Tom Kean, Jr. and the
humility of Tom Kean, Jr., it takes a
long time to get to know somebody
like that,” he added, saying that Mr.

Kean is “truly special”
and “like a fine wine
that gets better with
age.”

In New Jersey, the
GOP has not held a
seat on the U.S. Sen-
ate in 34 years and
hasn’t won a statewide
vote in nine, when
Christine Todd
Whitman defeated
James McGreevey in
the gubernatorial race.

In a year in which
Democrats took con-
trol of the House of
Representatives for
the first time since
1994 and remain com-
petitive in the Senate,
former Governor
Whitman said to re-
porters that the na-

tional environment “creates an echo
chamber effect.”

While “delighted” at the voter turn-
out, she said that for voters, “it wasn’t
about the race they were voting in,
but more about a national picture.”

She added that Mr. Kean “ran a
very strong race. He didn’t take any-
thing back into the dressing room. He
left it all on the playing field.”

She said it was “just a very tough
year” because in most elections,
Democrats identified themselves by
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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAILGATING FUN…“Aunt Brenda,” left, bakes a cake at the Westfield football
tailgating party last Saturday attended by several dozen supporters and 30-year
alumnae prior to the high school game with Scotch Plains-Fanwood. Joan Simone,
center, and Joyce Yarusi help with the cheers.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
BITTERSWEET VICTORY...Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7) thanks supporters after winning his fourth term in Congress in
a hotly contested race against State Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood. At left, his wife Maureen looks on.

Mike Pollack for The Westfield Leader
DIFFICULT NIGHT...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R) of Westfield
and his wife Rhonda prepare to address supporters following his U.S.
Senate loss to current U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-Hudson).


