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Sam’s Town: Not
‘Killer,’ But Good

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hot Fuss, the debut album from
The Killers, sounds a lot more like
Britain in the eighties than Las Vegas
in 2004. The Nevada natives chan-
neled bands like the Smiths and Duran
Duran for their new-wave master-
piece, delivering a set of instantly
lovable retro tunes.

Sam’s Town, their long-awaited
follow-up, is not Hot Fuss part two.
And it’s hard not to be a bit disap-
pointed at first. There’s nothing as
danceable or as funny as Hot Fuss’s
“Somebody Told Me,” and the new
album doesn’t quite have the same
electricity running through it.

But the more grounded rock of
Sam’s Town is music that merits mul-
tiple listens, and each cycle through
the new songs unearths moments of
more nuanced brilliance. It’s a more
mature sophomore album, one that
moves away from Britain and new
wave and back home towards Vegas
and Springsteen.

First single “When You Were Young”
builds off of a simple but ridiculously
catchy guitar line. The melody would
probably still sound fantastic if guitar-
ist David Keuning just repeated it over
and over, but instead of over-saturat-
ing the song with the riff, he holds out,
dropping it sparingly. It’s a great move;
anticipation grows through the verses,
making the keyboard and guitar ex-
plosions on the chorus all the more
exciting.

The Killers bookend the album with
“Enterlude” and “Exitlude,” and the
shtick feels tired. Lyrics like “We hope
you enjoy/enjoyed your stay, it’s good
to have you with us even if it’s just for
the day” are just way too cheesy for a
band as creative as the Killers. Thank-
fully, that cheesiness doesn’t spread
to the album’s actual songs.

On “Bling (Confessions of a King),”
frontman Brandon Flowers drops
some great lyrics right off the bat:
“When I offer you survival, you say
it’s hard enough to live.” Overcast
instrumentals lead Flowers’ mean-
dering vocals until they open up for
an expansive coda – “higher and
higher we’re gonna take it.”

Indeed, expansiveness could be the
theme of Sam’s Town. From choral
outbursts a la Queen on “Bones” and
“Why Do I Keep Counting?” to swell-
ing instrumentals and grandiose out-
bursts on nearly every song, it some-
times feels like the band tries to mold
every song into a theatrical epic (think
the excellent “All These Things That
I’ve Done” off Hot Fuss).

That expansive quality is both im-
pressive and frustrating. Even the songs
that seem initially forgettable can’t be
counted out – pretty much every track
serves up at least one melody that’s too
infectious to overlook. The chorus of
“For Reasons Unknown” is a bit an-
noying, but the bridge buildup is good
enough to get the listener’s hopes up
anyway. Most of “Uncle Jonny”
doesn’t really go anywhere, but a gritty
guitar riff propels the track enough to
carry it to its clouds-parting sing-along
ending chorus.

Of course, too much of a good
thing is too much, and sometimes the
Killers’ penchant for building those
epics feels like overkill.

High points are the slow-grower
“Read My Mind” and the rocking
title track.

When Flowers sings “I see Lon-
don, I see Sam’s Town” on the album’s
opening (and title track), it’s almost a
road map for the band’s major-label
efforts. The Killers musically went to
London for their debut, and they’ve
come home for their second album
(Sam’s Town is a local casino off the
Vegas strip). It’s not as flashy as its
predecessor, but Sam’s Town is un-
mistakably Killer-made. From Flow-
ers’ vocal octave jumping to hip gui-
tar hooks and songs with always in-
teresting, unpredictable ends, it’s an
album that means new adventures
with the same musical heart.

  

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

 
Is your body  

REALLY  

HEALTHY? 

AT NO CHARGEAT NO CHARGEAT NO CHARGEAT NO CHARGE  

  

Sat., Nov 11th 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Using the latest in  

technology with the 

Myovision 8000  

Surface EMG 

Back to Nature Health Foods
www.btnature.co m 

13 Walnut Ave, CRANFORD, NJ 

908-276-4270 

James Garabo DC 

Dr. James Garabo, a 

licensed chiropractor 

from Clark, NJ  for 17 

years, will performing 

free health and 

wellness screenings at 

Back to Nature Health 

Foods on Nov. 11, 

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 11/16/06.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

First time visitors. Must be 21 years or
older. Some restrictions apply.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location!

Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 10-2

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
Rahway invites you to learn more about the
region’s most spectacular, professional and
comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center.
Take advantage of our construction discounts
as we discuss with you how the proper
environment, education, nutrition and
professional instruction will help you achieve
all your fitness and health goals.

New
Extended Hours!

Now Open Sundays!
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4

 & Sun. 10-2

RIIICOLA…Shown assembled at a chateau in Gstaad, Switzerland are ensemble
members, left to right, Bill Carter, Walter Metzger, Ted Schlosberg and Martina
Struck.

WF Resident to Take
Role in Dew Point

WESTFIELD – As part of its con-
tinuing commitment to new and
emerging playwrights, the Centenary
Stage Company (CSC) will present
the premiere of Neena Beber’s new
play, The Dew Point, between No-
vember 4 and 19 in the Centenary
Theatre in Hackettstown.

A humorously compelling play
about the challenges of contempo-
rary life and modern relationships,
The Dew Point will be performed
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sun-
days at 2:30 p.m. and Thursdays at
7:30 p.m. (family nights), with addi-
tional matinee performances on
Wednesdays, November 8, at 2:30
p.m. and November 15 at 11 a.m., and
preview performances on November
3 at 2:30 and 8 p.m.

Broadway veteran and Westfield
resident, Liz McConahay, will play
the role of “Phyllis,” bringing her
extensive talents to this premiere,
having performed in Broadway pro-
ductions of The Full Monty (Estelle),
the revival of Cabaret (Fraulein Kost),
and the first national tour of Titanic
(Alice Beane), where she first met
CSC Artistic Director Carl Wallnau.
Her recent television credits include
“Third Watch” and “Unsolved Mys-
teries.”

She received her training at the
Royal National Theater in England,
where her instructors included Sir
Peter Hall and Sir Ian McKellan.

Quartet, Madrigal Singers
To Appear at Musical Club
WESTFIELD – The Musical Club

of Westfield will present a diverse
concert featuring the Mz String
Quartette and The Madrigal Singers
on Wednesday, November 8, at 8 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, in Westfield.

Members of the Mz Quartet will
perform Quartet No. 10, Opus 51 by
Czech composer Antonin Dvorak, Por
Una Cabeza: A Tango by South
American tango singer Carlos Gardel,
and Gypsy fantasy, Czardas, by
Vittorio Monti.

The members of the quartet are all
active performers. First violinist
Debra Biderman has performed with
the New Jersey Symphony since 1967.

The Madrigal Singers, a group of
16 singers directed by Elaine Fiorino,
will perform works by Josquin des

Pres, Thomas Morley, Thomas
Weelkes, John Dowland and John
Bennett, plus Francis Pilkinton, PDQ
Bach and a Somerset folk song.

The Madrigal Singers, founded
more than 50 years ago, specialize in
performing works of the European
Renaissance, but their repertoire in-
cludes a capella vocal works from
the past thousand years of musical
history.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program, to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers.

Anyone wishing information about
membership in the Musical Club of
Westfield as a performer or associate
member may call the membership
chairman at (908) 232-2173.

Masterwork to Launch
Season With Vespers

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Master-
work Chorus will embark on its 52nd
season with the Russian choral mas-
terpiece Vespers by Sergei
Rachmaninoff on Sunday, November
5, at 3 p.m. Under the baton of music
director Andrew Megill, Masterwork
will perform the a cappella work at
St. Peter’s Church, South Street at
Miller Road, in Morristown.

As a member of Masterwork,
Scotch Plains resident Anastasia
Carumpalos will perform with the
choir.

Various short works sung by
Masterwork’s select chamber and
touring choirs will round out the pro-
gram. The chorus will repeat the con-
cert on Sunday, November 12, at 3

p.m. at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in New York City. For infor-
mation and tickets, call (973) 455-
7008 or visit masterwork.org. Tick-
ets are $25, $20 for seniors and $5 for
students.

A pinnacle of a cappella choral
works, Vespers is based on the all-
night vigil service celebrated in East-
ern Orthodox churches. It has im-
mense vocal range and emotional
depth and arc, the height of which is
the canticle “My Soul Doth Magnify
the Lord.” These performances will
be sung, as written, in Russian.

The two inspiring venues in which
100-voice Masterwork Chorus will
be performing are acoustically and
architecturally ideal.

Courtesy of Billy Callahan
FRIGHT FEST...The Caruana Halloween House on East Dudley Avenue sets a
ghoulish tone for the spooky season.

Considering What’s Underfoot

HHHHHOMEOMEOMEOMEOME &  &  &  &  & GGGGGARDENARDENARDENARDENARDEN     TTTTTRENDSRENDSRENDSRENDSRENDS

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If asked to describe a room, most
of us would probably begin with the
paint colors, furniture, art or window
treatments that immediately catch
the eye. Rarely,does our focus start
with the floor (and in my family
room that can sometimes be detri-
mental due to the toy-generated ob-
stacle course). But, whatever’s un-
derfoot can greatly impact the room’s
design.

While having one unified sur-
face such as hardwood or wall-to-
wall carpet can make a room ap-
pear larger, bringing in area or ac-
cent rugs can help anchor furni-
ture, differentiate seating group-
ings or draw attention to a focal
point, such as a fireplace. Flooring
choices can dramatically play up
the dominant colors in the space or
quietly recede to let other pieces
take center stage.

When selecting carpet, keep in
mind how it’s going to be used.
While an extravagant hand-knot-
ted area rug might fare well under
the occasionally used dining room
table, it might not be a good choice
for the heavily trafficked family
room.

According to Hansel La Farga,
owner of Hansel’s Carpets in
Westfield, New Zealand wool re-
mains one of the highest quality car-
pet materials available.

“But you can also get a synthetic
yarn that will hold up as well as New
Zealand wool,” he said. “A brand-
name nylon can give you a heck of a
performance.”

He also reported that synthetics
are available in brighter colors than
traditional wools.

Gary Prossick, owner of Central
Avenue Carpet in Westfield, cited
that the biggest difference between
wool and synthetic carpet is the care
involved.

“Nylon is taking over,” he said.
“It’s easier to clean and a fraction of
the cost.”

If you desire the easy care of syn-
thetics, but prefer the rich subdued
look of wool, Mr. La Farga said
there’s a process that “de-lusters”
synthetics so they no longer have any
sheen.

Mr. Prossick discussed current
trends in multi-colored and textured
patterns.

“I just had a decorator in here from
Manhattan and she was talking
shags,” Mr. Prossick said. “They
started out being called California
Friezes, but they’re really just a short
shag. Prints and darker colors are
also coming in. We’re finally getting
away from beige.”

He recommends berbers and
friezes for family spaces.

“Their multi-colored patterns
hide a lot of things,” Mr. Prossick
said. “If you have a lot of traffic,
stay low pile and add a pattern to
it.”

Mr. La Farga cautioned that the
loops of a berber carpet can some-
times be pulled up by pets.

“You have to be aware that their
claws can get right underneath and
they can pull it,” he said.

Mr. Prossick reported that he is
starting to see a shift away from the
ever-popular berbers.

“They’re just not comfortable,” he
said. “If you have kids lying on the
floor, it’s a lot nicer to lie on a pile
carpet.”

For staircases, Mr. La Farga em-
phasized that installation is key and
discussed two common procedures.

The preferred method is called
“cap and band” installation. The car-
pet is tacked over the step, under the
nose and flat against the riser.

“This prevents shifting and looks
more elegant,” Mr. La Farga said. “It
takes longer, but it’s the right way to
do it.”

The other is a “waterfall” method,
whereas the carpet simply sweeps
down all the stairs and risers.

Some people use stair rods, not
only to dress up the runner, but be-
lieving they’ll help keep the carpet in
place.

“Rods don’t do anything for wear,”
Mr. La Farga said. “It’s only decora-
tive. It’s like if you baked a cake, and
they’re the cherry on top.”

Rod quality also varies. Mr. La
Farga stated that high quality rods
could cost over $1,000 per stair-
case.

Proper padding is another factor
to consider for all carpeting. It helps
prevent area rug slippage and pro-
tects the wear of any carpet.

“It’s not the thickness of the pad-
ding, it’s the density per square yard
that’s important,” Mr. La Farga said,
citing that eight-pound density is “top
of the line.”

Both Mr. La Farga and Mr. Prossick
emphasized proper installation, rec-
ommending stores that have their
own installers.

“You want to make sure the guy
wasn’t just paroled in Atlanta and
now three days later, he’s putting
your rug in,” Mr. Prossick added.

No matter what type of carpet you
choose, care is also of utmost impor-
tance. Both store owners recom-
mended professionals to ensure the
correct chemicals and cleaning pro-
cesses for your particular rug.

For those who prefer to do it them-
selves, Mr. Prossick said to make
sure the area is properly rinsed and
no residue remains.

“Most people rent a cleaner and
load it with soap that’s never prop-
erly taken off,” he said. “Clean it
twice and then take the time to rinse
it with water.”

Proper maintenance along with
careful selection of the appropriate
carpeting materials, padding and in-
stallation can provide years of en-
joyment and high performance.

“It’s like that old saying that ‘you
get what you pay for,’” Mr. La Farga
said. “But, you also have to take care
of it.”

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.


