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Cougars’ F.G. Tops
Raider Gridders

HANDZA BURIES WINNER, BENNET MAKES 5 SAVES

Blue Devils Nip Cougar Girls
In UCT Soccer Semis, 1-0
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bang! One vicious shot off the foot
of sophomore Tara Handza was all it
took, for the second-seeded Westfield
High School girls soccer team roll to a
1-0 victory over third-seeded Cranford
in the semifinal round of the 26th
Union County Tournament at Cooper
Field in Linden on October 28.

The winning goal came with 12:20
remaining in the first half when
Handza penetrated the box, main-
tained her composure and riffled the
ball into the back of the net. Erin
McCarthy was credited with the as-
sist after a Cougar defender, attempt-
ing to shield goalie Erika Bauman,
lost control and McCarthy tapped the
loose ball to Handza.

Blue Devil junior keeper Claire

Bennett impressed with her fearless-
ness and confidence and finished with
five saves. Cougar keeper Bauman
halted 14.

“These were not ideal conditions,
with the wind and a little rain, but we
came out strong in the first half and
the girls took no prisoners. Cranford
(11-3-1) has nice size. They have a lot
of speed and they had some opportu-
nities, so it could have been anyone’s
game today. But we came out as the
better team,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katherine Wertheimer who
heads into the finals for the very first
time in her third year at the helm. “We
had a lot of composure, Tara espe-
cially in front of the net and I was glad
that she put that one away.”

Westfield took the early momen-
tum, worked the ball and maintained

pressure in the Cranford zone by keep-
ing the ball to the outside then did
especially well by making looping
runs and transitions. By halftime,
Westfield carried a, 5-2, shooting
advantage, led by McCarthy’s three
shots and Handza’s two.

“They have a very strong girl in
number six and we matched her up
with Corinne Parkinson and Lindsey
Sauerwein who took care of her thus
shutting down their main offense,”
said McCarthy.

In the second half, the Blue Devils
maintained discipline, controlled the
ball on the ground and continued with
their pressure type game. During that
time, Westfield attacked with nine
shots led by Handza’s three and two
each by Julie Shelman, McCarthy
and Parkinson. Only four Cougar
shots were allowed.

“On their strong side, there were a
few close calls, but I give my defense
a lot of credit for helping me out,”
said Bennett. “We have been waiting
and waiting for this for awhile, so
we’re really pumped and psyched to
be in county finals to beat Scotch
Plains again. We got knocked out of
the counties early last year so we
wanted to avenge that loss and we
did,” said McCarthy. “Cranford is a
solid team and we knew it was not
going to be an easy match. Unfortu-
nately, it’s nice to have had a clean
game on the ground but it got a bit
ugly at the end. We muscled it out
just, as did Cranford, and managed to
keep the win.”

In the first meeting of the season,
Westfield bowed to the Raiders, 2-0,
on September 18, then evened things
up with a 2-1 victory on October 26.
The battle for the Union County Cham-
pionship will be settled on November
6 at Williams Field in Elizabeth.
Cranford 0 0 0
Westfield 1 0 1

CLARK HITS WINNER; OLIVARES, D’ANNUNZIO SCORE

Blue Devils Silence Raiders
In Double OT Thriller, 2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two top quality high school boys
soccer teams battled to a 1-1 tie in
regulation; however, the Westfield
High School Blue Devils found suc-
cess in the second overtime period to
earn a 2-1 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, No. 11 in The Star-Ledger
Top 20 at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 25. The Blue
Devils realized victory when Vincent

Clark, assisted by Andrew Brill, found
himself in front of the Raider cage
and slipped in the winning goal.

The Blue Devils out-shot the Raid-
ers 19-10 in regulation (5-4 in the
first half and 5-3 in the second half).
Blue Devil sophomore keeper
Michael Lessner made five saves and
delivered a great performance, espe-
cially in the second half that may
have prevented go-ahead goals. The
Blue Devils totaled seven corner kicks
and the Raiders got their first in the
first half and two in the second half.
Raider senior keeper Brian Meredith’s
aggressiveness and quick reactions
included 13 saves and five great div-
ing saves.

The Blue Devils came out playing
their style of game by using the long
ball and struck gold in the first half at
the 14:24 mark when Roberto Olivares
positioned himself at the right spot
and drilled a right-footed shot into
the net that gave Westfield a, 1-0 lead.

“The ball came to my stopper be-
fore he knew what was happening, so
he was kind of flustered. The ball
bounced in front of him and it came
down to a fifty-fifty ball,” said
Meredith. “Both our defender and
their forward got a head on it, but he
(Olivares) just got the better tip. I
started moving across instead of the
opposite way.”

The 12-5-1 Raiders took the attack
to Westfield immediately in the sec-
ond half and proceeded to dictate
offensive policy that evened the scor-
ing when freshman Joe D’Annunzio

netted a goal with 19:52 remaining.
“There was a mix-up in the box,

loose ball, no one threw it. They took
a volley from the top corner and
scored,” said Blue Devil captain Chris
Mattes.

The deciding and winning goal
came in the second overtime on a
Blue Devil cross series when Clark,
off a deflection, ripped the ball to into
the top left side of the cage.

“It’s a really big game because of
the rivalry, perhaps the biggest in
New Jersey, honestly. It’s always go-
ing to be a good game and it’s always
going to be a battle for both teams,”
said Meredith. “The first half we did
not play Scotch Plains soccer at all. I
don’t even know what was happen-
ing. Just kicking long balls, trying to
go for that desperado, but obviously
it did not work. The second half, we
came out real good, passing around,
kicking the ball, but then kind of
broke down at the end. During over-
time, it wasn’t good but it wasn’t bad.
But bottom line, every time we play
Westfield it’s going to be a tough
game, a good game!”

“I don’t know of any team that’s
better conditioned. We run a lot. We
run every chance we get so we were
ready to play in overtime,” concluded
Mattes. “We came out. We wanted it.
We had heart, and put one in right at
the end.”

The victory gave 11-5-2 Westfield
its eight straight win.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 0 1
Westfield 1 0 0 1 2

Blue Devil Gymnasts Prevail
Over Randolph, 105.025-101.8

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team finished its regular sea-
son undefeated at 10-0 with a 105.025-
101.8 triumph over Randolph on
October 25 in Randolph. The 13th-
ranked Blue Devils will now prepare
for the upcoming sectional champi-
onships set for Saturday, November 4
at Montclair High School at 12:30
p.m.

Freshman Jenna Rodrigues placed
second in the All-Around with a total
of 35.6 with teammates Kelsey
Greenfield third at 34.1 and Claire
Macdonald fifth at 32.9. Ram Sarah
Gold took top honors with a total of
35.8 and teammate Stephanie Botshon
took fourth at 33.15.

Rodrigues won the balance beam
event with a score of 9.3 followed by
Greenfield at 9.1. She also took first
in the vault with a mark of 9.125

followed by Greenfield and
Macdonald at 8.7 and teammate Claire
Stevens-Haas at 8.65. Macdonald
placed second on the floor exercises
with a score of 8.75 followed by
Rodrigues at 8.725. Stevens-Hass was
fifth with an 8.45. Gold won gold on
the uneven bars and floor events with
respective scores of 9.1 and 9.2.

Blue Devil Natalie Golikov was
second on the unevens with a score of
8.55 followed by Greenfield and
Rodrigues at 8.45 and Tina Chabrier
at 8.3. Macdonald had a 7.8 in the
event. Lacy Cummings took fourth
on beam at 8.825 and Jamie Bornstein
tied for sixth in the vault with an 8.35.
VAULT: 1. Rodrigues (W) 9.125
UNEVEN BARS: 1. Gold (R) 9.1
BALANCE BEAM: 1. Rodrigues (W) 9.3
FLOOR EXERCISE: 1. Gold (R) 9.2
ALL-AROUND: 1. Gold (R) 35.8

SPF Football/TV 34
Raider football games (previ-

ous week’s game) will be aired on
SPTV34 at the times listed below.
Also, there will be a pre-game
discussion between Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and The
Westfield Leader Sports Editor/
Assistant Publisher Dave Corbin.
Tuesday 10 p.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Thursday 1 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m. & 10 p.m.

terback a couple of times. It didn’t
work! We got to maintain assign-
ments,” said Ciccotelli.

The Raiders had a few scoring op-
portunities, but watched one go down
the drain when a potential touchdown
reception was dropped on a fourth
down play. The Cougars capitalized
when Faulcon broke loose for 42 yards
to the Raider 23-yard line. Four plays
later, on the first play of the second
quarter, Smith hit Gargiulo for the
touchdown. Raider tight end Keith
Baker blocked the point after attempt.

The Raiders answered by capping
a seven play, 70-yard drive with
Rowbotham’s 37-yard touchdown
reception down the left sideline with
8:42 left in the half. Dave Belford
booted the point after to give the
Raiders a 7-6 lead.

Smith’s 55-yard keeper to the
Raider 13-yard line set up the Cou-
gars’ second touchdown late in the
third quarter when Faulcon pushed in
from the one. Again, Baker blocked
the point after attempt.

After Brand’s 34-yard kickoff re-
turn placed the ball on the Cougar 48,
he followed with runs of 14, 25 and
four yards that placed the ball on the
five where he crashed in for the touch-
down with 10:01 left in the game.
Chervenyak’s two-point conversion
pass bounced just short of his target.

The Cougars returned the kickoff to
their 33 and maintained possession until
O’Hara booted his winning field goal.

“You got to give the credit to
Cranford. Those guys played hard.
We didn’t put enough points on the
board to win the game. Normally, if
we held them to 15 points, I think we
win the game. We dropped a touch-
down pass. We got to make the plays
and we didn’t,” said Ciccotelli.
Cranford 0 6 6 3 15
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 7 0 6 13

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

   Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555

New Homes Listed By Grace Rappa

Craftsmanship, quality and dedication to
details are the rewards of owning this home.
Intricate carpentry distinguishes each room
of this fabulous 5 bedroom, 4 and ½ bath
Custom home which features a Gourmet
kitchen with wood raised panel cabinetry,
granite counter tops and center island, Viking
Appliance package, Family Room with a
fireplace, Formal Living and Dining Rooms,
Master suite with luxury bath, fireplace and
private office/sitting room, first floor Study,
third floor au pair/teen suite with full bath,
a full basement, all on a beautiful landscaped
property located in the Washington School
District, this home is sure to surpass your
expectations . . .$1,525,000.

Located within walking distance to Town
and the Train Station, this home sports a
wrap-around porch perfect for sipping
lemonade in the shade this summer, features
an elegant living room that connects to a large
formal dining room ideal for entertaining. The
kitchen, like all of the homes in the Windsor
Collection, has a center island for prepping
or serving, and opens onto a sunny informal
dining area and onto the spacious family
room, which also holds the homes fireplace.
The homes second floor presents the luxurious
master suite, which includes dual vanities,
whirlpool tub, walk-in closet and separate
seating area, as well as two large bedrooms
with plenty of closet space. A third floor
contains the homes fourth and fifth bedrooms,
as well as a full bath. Wilson School District
. . . $1,599,000.

The five-bedroom, three full-bath and two
half-bath home ideally showcases the Windsor
Collection. Resplendent with windowed
gables and a turreted alcove, purchasers will
be hard-pressed not to feel the charm of this
home. The moment you enter this home, it will
capture your imagination. From the custom
kitchen with center island to the formal living
room and dining room to the family room with
fireplace, the first floor of this home will wrap
you up in coziness and character. Upstairs, a
spacious master suite with whirlpool tub,
walk-in closet and a host of other accruements
is sure to pamper after a long day. Franklin
School . . . $1,449,000.

Imagine a sparkling new custom home with
an expansive, flowing floor plan
incorporating grand rooms crafted with
magazine-quality details which impart the
ambiance of an inherited estate property.
Master builder Stone Creek is sparing no
expense to create this dream home on a
gorgeous rolling property in the prestigious
Indian Forest section of Westfield. Infused
with magnificent millwork, stunning stone
and tile, luxury fixtures and fittings, furniture
style cabinetry, intricate ceiling designs. Light
and bright, with ten-foot ceilings on the first
floor, extensive lighting scheme, and oversized
windows. Jaw dropping kitchen appointed
with every conceivable amenity, five-star
Master Suite, four additional bedrooms, each
with full bath, English pub room with wine
cellar . . . $3,350,000.

This fabulous home has 12 rooms, 5
bedrooms, 4 and ½ baths, Formal Living
room with a fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Gourmet kitchen with center island and
granite countertops with professional
stainless steel appliance package, Family
room , Fireplace in both Living Room and
Recreation room, Master suite with luxury
bath and separate sitting room/exercise room
and walk-in closets. The grade level has an
au pair /in-law suite, recreation room as well
as a game room with a walkout exit/entry.
This home is located on one of
Mountainsides wonderful cul-de-sacs with
winter views...$1,099,000.

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Visit: www.customservicebuilders.com

 Visit: www.customservicebuilders.com

Direct: 908-301-2019 • Cell: 908-770-4411 • email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com
For More Listings of Homes, visit my website at: www.GraceRappa.com

“Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide”
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Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Timothy in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Tamaques Park Is Your Backyard!

Timothy O’Shea

WESTFIELD . . . This beautiful 4 bedroom, 2 bath Expanded Custom home
features oak hardwood floors throughout, cac & gas heat.  An addition
features a modern family room – surrounded by windows and an oversized
bedroom above overlooking the yard & park.  The finished basement
includes a bar & pool table.  The large living room features a ceiling to
floor flagstone wood-burning fireplace.  The kitchen has an adjacent,
separate dining area.  Beautiful landscaped grounds with private backyard.
Conveniently located close to Tamaques, Edison & the High School, with a
short ride to NYC transportation & town.  $609,000  (052001487)

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING TO SCORE…Blue Devils senior Erin McCarthy, No. 13 and sophomore Tara Handza, No. 16, attack the
Cougar cage. McCarthy and Handza teamed up to score the winning goal in the UCT semis.


