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Raider Soccer Boys Advance
To UCY Championship Game
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Blue Devil Gridders Shut Out
MX Shabazz Bulldogs, 16-0
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ity of their interior line and their great
pursuit on the outsides limited the
speedy Bulldog running backs to just
78 rushing yards – 19 yards in the first
half. Additionally, defensive end
Tyrell Simmons, outside linebacker
Ryan Yarusi and inside linebacker
Will Harbaugh recorded several tack-
les for big losses. Safety Sean Ferro
picked off two passes, cornerback
Mike Henry recovered a fumble, in-
side linebacker Scott Newman stuffed
a pass over the middle and defensive
end John Dugan blocked a Bulldog
punt that led to a safety.

“Our defense was great today! They
stepped up. We played the run real well,
the pass real well. Every facet of our
defense was solid today. We were a
little sluggish offensively but the fact
was that we played great defense and
good special teams,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno. “We created
some turnovers today. We didn’t turn
the ball over today. That helped us.”

“I think we improved a lot on the
edges. The corners, Mike Henry
played a nice game. Ryan Yarusi,
outside backers had a great game. So
did Tyrell (Simmons). We really shut
them down on the edges. They had a
lot of speed and, to our credit, we
stopped them,” said senior Co-Cap-
tain Harbaugh.

Coach DeSarno did have some con-
cerns about his team’s five offensive
penalties, totaling 55 yards, and one
defensive penalty for 15 yards.

“We had a lot of offensive penal-
ties. I wasn’t happy about it. It’s some-
thing we got to work on. It wasn’t for
lack of effort,” he said.

After two holding penalties damp-

ened the Blue Devils’ scoring effort in
the first quarter, Dugan’s blocked punt
that went out of the end zone put
Westfield on the board, 2-0, with 10:14
left in the half. Ferro’s first interception
at the Westfield 30 set up Allen’s first
TD. After Bonard was thrown for a
three-yard loss on first down, Allen slit
through the Bulldog line, broke some
tackles and slanted left for his 73-yard
TD with 0:58 remaining in the half. The
point after gave Westfield a 9-0 lead.

“We ran a 25 Power. It’s a basic play
for us. I was behind Harbaugh because
he is a big guy then Pete Antonelli
came across and got the last guy. And
I tried to run as hard as I could toward
the end zone,” explained Allen.

Not just good blocking but Allen’s
second effort and leg drive earned
him his 208-yard day and defenseman
Jack Meagher fumble recovery at the
Bulldog one-yard line set up Allen’s
second TD, a three-yard bash with
9:01 left in the game.

“Coaches preach all week. ‘Lay
the first hit!’ It hurts more to get hit
than to hit, so we try to hit them first,”
said Allen.

“We were really struggling in the
first half and I wasn’t trying to do
anything special. I was trying to just
get into halftime and talk to the kids
a little bit then he breaks off that 73-
yard run. He’s a special back. He
carried us today. A lot of those yards
he was making after the first hit, break-
ing some tackles.” Said DeSarno.

“Everything is starting to look up.
We have a chance to be 6-4. That is
what we are trying to do,” said Allen.
Westfield 0 9 0 7 16
Shabazz 0 0 0 0 0

leave it all on the field,” said Raider
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.

Devisio, who also has four assists
on the season, was literally putting
his body on the line, while penetrat-
ing the box with his cousin and mak-
ing Pioneer goalie AJ Rothenberg,
who made seven saves, very nervous.

“I have a slight injury in my knee,
so I wanted to come out hard and do
as much as I could in the first half in
case I didn’t have it in the second half.
But our job up top was to put a couple
in early and that’s what we did,” he
said.

In the second half, the plan of at-
tack was to get the ball to D’Annunzio,
who was hovering around the middle
of the box but, midway through the
half, coach Breznitsky had him switch
positions with junior Tyler Stanek,
who proceeded to stir the pot vigor-
ously near the Pioneers’ goal.

“I put him in for the first time up
front when we played New Provi-
dence in the regular season. He’s got
tremendous speed. He’s the fastest
kid on the team. He’s done a great job

wherever he has been on the field. He
never stops. He’s like the Energizer
Bunny,” Breznitsky said of
D’Annunzio.

As to the switch with Stanek,
Breznitsky said, “Taylor was a for-
ward too. He can score goals. I was
just giving them a little different look.
That’s something we’ve got to do
with so many injuries.”

Raider senior keeper Bryan
Meredith (6 saves) was not pressed
much in the first half, but made two
superb saves within the last five min-
utes of the game.

“They had a couple of tall kids and
they looked to play long ball to their
heads. Towards the end, they got a
lucky corner kick. We didn’t get orga-
nized in time. There was a big
scramble in the box,” explained
Meredith.

“It was a team we should have
beaten. We came out and got the first
one. That gave us a lot of confidence.
The second one was a killer,” con-
cluded Breznitsky.
New Providence 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 0 2

Soccer Raider Girls Shut Out
Highlanders in UCT, 1-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

ently didn’t. The kids played hard
and I was proud of them.”

The 15-2-1 Raiders controlled the
first half, fired at will and struck the
target with 11 shots. Hambleton led the
assault with three shots during the half.

“We have been working on getting
crosses off, making our runs and
switching them, making it easy for
me to push the ball through the seams
and then run on to it. We had our
opportunities. We just have to capi-
talize on them,” said Co-Captain
Hambleton. “Our defense has been
outstanding throughout the season,
with Allie Zazzali in the back, Bridgett
Cornwell, Stephanie Glover, Tina
Cornachia and Mains. They help our
offense out by not letting them shoot
and they bring the ball right to us.”

Victory came in the 23rd minute of
the second half when LaForge banged

a right-footed shot into the net.
“The ball ricocheted off a High-

lander defender. With the ball loose
in front of the net it became a one-
and-one sprint with the keeper,” ex-
plained LaForge. “I managed to get a
foot on it and scored. We try to keep
passing it to feet, but with the heavy
winds, every time the ball went into
the air it went out of control. We tried
passing to corners getting crosses but
we just didn’t finish all the opportuni-
ties that we had.”

When asked how the Raiders will
match up against the Blue Devils,
LaForge replied, “There will be a lot
of pressure to win because we are the
top seed and we beat them in the first
game, 2-0, then lost a 2-1 decision on
October 26.”
Gov. Livingston 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1

Blue Devil Volleyballers Win
Union County Championship

The No. 11 Westfield High School
girls volleyball team did what was
expected by defeating Union Catho-
lic, 25-19, 25-21, for the Union
County crown in Westfield on Octo-
ber 27. Senior outside hitter Erin
Roudebush led the successful charge
with 13 kills, 10 digs and a service
ace.

Roudebush notched nine of her kills
in Game 2 and her first five in that
game allowed the 22-3 Blue Devils
take an 8-4 lead. The Vikings later
narrowed Westfield’s lead to 22-21
but Roudebush slammed another kill
to take a two-point lead. She also
added a kill for match point.

Blue Devil junior Caroline Fallon
amassed eight kills. Tara Daly had 13
assists and Molly Williams had 11
assists and two aces. Kristen Dilzell
notched two kills and an ace. Paige
Roudebush had a kill and an ace,
Anna Kohler had 11 digs, Gabby
Jakub had an assist and Laryssa
Borkowsky had one service ace.

Alicia Palmieri had 10 assists and
one block for the 16-6 Vikings. Katie
Ryan notched five kills and had one
block. Becky Mehringer had three
kills and three blocks. Kristine
Esguerra had five kills, Christina
Broderick had two aces and a kill, and
Dani Dampiero had an ace and a kill.
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UCT Cross-Country
SPF/GL UCT Girl Soccer
SPF/N. Prov. UCT Soccer

Westfield/Union UCT Soccer
Westfield/Cranford Soccer

SPF/Cranford Football
Westfield/Shabazz Football
Westfield/SPF Boys Soccer
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New Jersey Awards
of Excellence Winner 

- 2005

Best of the
Northeast of  Light

Commercial
Addition - 2004/2005

Top 500 Remodelers 
- 2005 FROM RT. 22 EAST ... Take the jughandle just past Red Lobster (center island); go east on Rt. 22 for approx. 500 yds and take a right onto Michigan Ave. (McDonalds on the corner). Just ahead on the right.

FROM RT. 22 WEST ... a right onto Michigan Ave. (McDonalds on the corner). Just ahead on the right.

624 Michigan Ave., 
Kenilworth , NJ 07033

732.225.0331
www.woodbridgebuilders.com

Our showroom is a Designer’s Dream! 
Come see the many product lines 

we’ve  used for years
on display.

Our State-of-the-Art
Design Studio is
a“Must See”! 
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Grand Opening
You’re cordially invited 

to join us for our 

GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION
Friday November 3rd 10am – 6pm 

AND
Saturday November 4th 9am – 3pm.

Our New Showroom is a Gallery of Ideas 
for kitchens, baths, fireplaces, entrance foyers,
flooring, ceiling and unique finishing details.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER ON A MISSION…Co-captain Allie Hambleton controls the ball and
pushes the ball through the seams into Highlander territory. The Raiders fired off
26 shots and scored on a shot by Colleen LaForge.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG DAY AGAINST THE DOGS…Blue Devil running back Malcolm Allen, No.
33, had 208 rushing yards and two touchdowns against the Bulldogs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A FAMILY AFFAIR…Cousins Mike Devisio, heading the ball, and Joe
D’Annunzio each scored a goal against the Pioneers in the UCT semis.


