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Fanwood Voters to Select Two Members for Borough Council
The Fanwood Borough Council is composed of six members serving 3-year terms elected at-large. Two seats are elected each year. The mayor is elected at-large for a four-year term. Current Mayor Colleen Mahr took office on January
1, 2004 and is up for re-election next year..

Donna Dolce (DEM) David Valian (DEM) Andrew MacDonald (GOP)

Fanwood Candidate Bios
Richard Alber

Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mr. Alber currently works

for Ernst and Young, LLP in Technology
and Security Risk Services practice in
New York, providing attestation and ad-
visory services to Financial Services or-
ganizations. He is a member of the Infor-
mation Systems Audit and Control Asso-
ciation, and he passed the Certified Infor-
mation Systems Auditor examination.

Education: Mr. Alber received his
bachelor’s degree from Virginia Tech
and his MBA from Florida Tech. He
graduated the Officer’s Candidate School,
USMC, Leadership School and the Basic
School, USMC, Leadership School. He
was an honors graduate of the Financial
Management Officer’s Course, USMC.

Experience: Mr. Alber achieved the
rank of captain in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. He served nine years as a
financial management officer in the Ma-
rine Corps before leaving service, and he
was selected for a promotion to major. He
held positions of deputy finance officer,
budget analyst and comptroller. He was
awarded two Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medals for superior ser-
vice, the National Defense Service Medal,
the Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal and two Meritorious Unit Citation
ribbons.

His budget analyst position required
collaboration with Congressional staff and
the Department of State.

Andrew MacDonald
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mr. MacDonald has had

30 years of experience in business sales
and has been a teacher at Marylawn of the
Oranges, a Catholic school, for the past
six years.

Education: He received a bachelor’s
degree from the State University of New
York in Buffalo. He also received an
MBA at Fairleigh Dickinson.

Experience: The candidate has had 12
years of experience on the Fanwood Bor-
ough Council.

Donna Dolce
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Ms. Dolce is the Chief

Executive Officer of Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council in Westfield.
She also worked as the Director of Vol-
unteer Center and Government Grants
for United Way Essex and West Hudson
in Newark.

Education: Ms. Dolce received a
master’s in Human Resource Manage-
ment from Rutgers University in New
Brunswick. She also is the recipient of
master’s degree in Education from the
University of Pittsburgh and a B.A. from
Bethany College.

Experience: She has been Fanwood
Council president, chaired the Public
Works Committee, served as a council
liaison to Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education and Fanwood Communica-
tions Committee and has been a member
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary.
She has taken part in the Silent Auction
Committee and been a member of the
Fanwood Strategic Planning Committee.

David Valian
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Mr. Valian has worked as

the vice president for Operations Petro
Plastics, a family-owned plastics com-
pany in Garwood. He has also worked for
New York Mercantile Exchange and
Smith Barney to manage natural gas, heat-
ing oil and unleaded gas accounts.

Education: Mr. Valian was a Linden
High School graduate. After high school,
he attended Union County College and
later received a B.A. from Rutgers Uni-
versity.

Experience: For the past four years, the
candidate has volunteered as a coach for
youth football, basketball and baseball
leagues.

Richard Alber (GOP)

By Fanwood DEM Council Candidate Donna Dolce

Sensible Leadership Is Needed

By Fanwood DEM Council Candidate Dave Valian

Make Your Voice Heard By Voting

By SP DEM Council Candidate Neal Lestrange

Vote for New Direction in Township

By SP DEM Council Candidate Jeffrey Strauss

Quality of Life In Our Town

The Borough of Fanwood is at a sig-
nificant point in its history. The path to its
future – as a vibrant community able to
meet the needs of residents and visitors
while retaining its quintessential and his-
toric charm – is well within our grasp.

Sensible leadership is required in order
to balance the new downtown develop-
ment, which will result in a beneficial
impact on our ratable tax base, while
retaining the charm and character that
makes Fanwood an ideal place to live,
work and play.

I believe that the Fanwood Democratic
candidates, my runningmate David Valian
and myself, are these leaders.

We have the attributes that it will take
to ensure that Fanwood achieves the vi-
sion set forth by our residents and busi-
ness owners, while remaining sensitive to
the neighborly community feeling that
our citizens expect.

I am committed to full implementation
of the downtown redevelopment plan that
was designed by our community. It will
bring new businesses and services to
Fanwood and contribute significantly to
the overall tax base, adding more than
$400,000 to our annual budget upon
completion.

I also recognize that as we pursue other
development projects in Fanwood, it is
important to keep communicating with
our residents. We will continue to use all
the necessary tools such as mailers, news-
letters, newspapers, TV35, local websites
and town hall meetings to ensure that
those who wish to be heard will have the
opportunity to present their opinions.

Currently, Transfer of Development

Rights (TDR) is a program under discus-
sion. While we see this voluntary pro-
gram as an exciting opportunity to both
encourage development in our light in-
dustrial zone and protect our historic dis-
trict, we first want to make sure that it is
right for Fanwood.

It is equally important to keep an eye
on the present as we continue to plan for
the future. I am pleased to have been a part
of the improvements to our sidewalks,
parks and recreational facilities and pro-
viding state-of-the-art equipment for our
first responders. Recent improvements
include replacement of the LaGrande ten-
nis courts; realignment and irrigation of
the LaGrande Park field, streetscape im-
provements to the northside of the train
station, sidewalk replacement along many
of our streets, stormwater management
systems installed on five major residen-
tial streets, completion of the senior citi-
zen kitchen at Forest Road Park, installa-
tion of a new communication tower for
our public safety personnel and purchase
of a new fire truck.

What is more impressive about this list
of accomplishments is that a majority of
the projects were completed because we
secured more than $2.1 million in grant
money to pay for them, thus easing the tax
burden from our residents.

I look forward to the opportunity to
continue this good work for the benefit of
all the members of our community and for
the future of Fanwood, and ask for your
vote on November 7. If you are interested
in knowing more about me or my
runningmate, please go to
www.fanwooddems.com.

Being a candidate for the Borough
Council of Fanwood has been an exciting
chapter in my life. I have made many new
friends during this campaign, and gotten
closer to some old ones. Fanwood cur-
rently has a number of residents that are
running for office, including Donna Dolce,
Al Mirabella and Linda Stender.

After my wife and I got to know Donna
Dolce, we both became aware of how
important she is to this community. Donna
is an asset that any municipality would
want on its team, and we are lucky that we
have her. By getting to know Linda Stender
and her views toward stem cell research,
I see hope for those suffering from spinal
cord injuries and diseases like Parkinson’s
and multiple sclerosis. And when Al
Mirabella and I met five years ago, we
became instant friends. You can go any-
where in Union County and see Al’s
accomplishments.

People in the community immediately
became supportive after I announced that
I would be running for Fanwood Council.
I want to express my appreciation. The
turnout at our fundraisers and get-
togethers for coffee were successful only
because of the energy of the people who
coordinated, sponsored and attended them.
I’d like to thank my friends from all the
sports groups that have shown tremen-
dous support. I am truly strengthened by
it. And for my family, it has been a thrill
for my children to see daddy’s name on
all the lawn signs and in the paper.

It has been an incredible experience
and I thank you. But don’t get me wrong,
it’s not all rosy. I’ve missed most of my
two oldest sons’ travel soccer games.
I’ve had to pass on many of my friends’
weekend picnics. Unless there was a
night game, I didn’t get to see my alma
mater Rutgers make a run for the na-
tional championship. And what affected
me most of all, I had countless nights
when I wasn’t home to tuck my kids in
and say good night. You don’t get that
back.

Some will read this and say those are
petty things when you are running for
office. But I believe those are some of the
things that make me want to run for of-
fice. It is important that everyone under-
stands that I am first and foremost a
taxpayer, who chooses to live in Fanwood.
I grew up in a town where my parents still
live, yet I chose to relocate because I
wanted to do better for my kids. I hope
that my kids will want to stay in Fanwood
and continue the next generation of
Valians here. I don’t want them to leave
Fanwood because the borough wasn’t
offering enough.

Tuesday, November 7 is Election Day.
I ask for every one of you to make your
voice heard by coming out to vote. And
I ask you to vote for Dave Valian, Donna
Dolce, Al Mirabella and Linda Stender -
Fanwoodians who want to improve our
quality of life and move Fanwood for-
ward.

The Township of Scotch Plains de-
serves better leadership and management
for the future generations of our resi-
dents. That is why Kevin Glover, Jeffrey
Strauss and I have come together and
formed a professional team to bring this
to you. Let’s first set the record straight
that this campaign is mainly about taxes.

Since our opponents were elected four
years ago, they have increased taxes a whop-
ping 31 percent, with the single highest
municipal tax increase of 16.9 percent in
their first year in office. If they are elected
again, we can expect another huge tax in-
crease next year in their first year of the new
term. We cannot allow this to happen. The
Star Ledger reported in their annual tax
trauma index on July 30 that Scotch Plains
is in the second worst category, which de-
scribes our residents as “feeling the pain.”

The township has failed to be even fair
caretakers of our property. The public
works employees have complained over
the years that you would stay drier outside
our maintenance building when it rains
because it leaks so bad. I myself had to be
surrounded by buckets to catch the rain
when working in the operations center of
police headquarters. But our opponents
never address these issues.

 The expenditure of public funds has
been misdirected. Maybe they should have
spent the $1 million they are wasting build-
ing a balcony on the front of the municipal
building on something useful. Like to-
wards a senior center. Or possibly buying
the tract of land where the old Club Malibu
once stood on Terrill Road. This area is
barren and could be used to extend Farley

Park out to Terrill Road to make room for
another large baseball field and soccer
field. Also, a second part of this purchase
would ensure our residents that a place like
the Malibu, scene of a homicide and thou-
sands of disturbance calls, would never
serve as an attraction to our youth.

Also, I am happy to say that we ran a fair
and clean campaign, free from any lies or
negative personal attacks on our oppo-
nents. I wish the same could be said for
them. My runningmates and I formed a
positive campaign designed to building a
better Scotch Plains, and we know we will.

But our opponents, with their never-
ending appetite for negative campaigning,
only want to destroy our community. They
have brought shame upon themselves with
their dirty, gutless and false attacks on me.
These desperate attacks on me were made
out of fear that they will lose this election.
My opponents’ use of these negative at-
tacks was just a ruse to deflect from the real
issues that they have burdened us with
today – property taxes that are driving our
residents out of town in record numbers.
We all drive around town and see the large
number of real estate “For Sale” signs.
Public buildings that are in disrepair and
public employee morale so low that that it
drives them to litigation and six-figure
settlements. I believe that Scotch Plains
wants and deserves better.

That is why I am asking you, my fellow
neighbors, for your help on November 7
and vote for change and a new direction
for Scotch Plains. So vote for Lestrange,
Glover and Strauss, who are putting Scotch
Plains first, neighbor to neighbor.

I have chosen to be a candidate for the
council in Scotch Plains because I feel
that I, along with my running mates Kevin
Glover and Neal LeStrange, can improve
the government and quality of life in our
town.

The complete Republican control of
council and of all the governing apparatus
has existed for many years and has grown
out of touch with the citizens. Scotch
Plains one-party rule has done a poor job
of stabilizing our local taxes and has
made poor management decisions con-
cerning township assets, properties and
personnel. Year after year, there are prom-
ises of stabilizing taxes, yet the greatest
increases have occurred while this one-
party team has had the complete unfet-
tered authority over local government.

In the last four years, the municipal tax
burden, Scotch Plains Township alone,
has increased by an astounding 31 per-
cent. This is due to a council that has
abdicated its responsibility to manage our
tax dollars for the greater good. This
council has spent literally millions of
dollars on fixing poorly maintained pub-
lic structures, one million alone on a new
façade for town hall, as well as payouts
and legal fees totaling almost half a mil-
lion dollars on a single lawsuit sowed by
discontent by some of the townships’
own employees.

We live in an era of difficult financial
times and our council management has
cost us money and will cost us hard earned
dollars into the future. We can do a better
job of leading our town and managing the
difficulties that arise. We will bring a
fresh and energetic vigor to a council and
town that need wise, open and responsive
leadership. We are committed to doing all
we can to raise the quality of life in Scotch
Plains.

Quality of life is measured in terms of
having a thriving, safe community with a
strong business climate and in this part of
the state a strong and attractive down-

town. We need open and responsive gov-
ernment that begins with as simple a task
as having a fully interactive and updated
web site to learn of all community events,
access ordinances, obtain forms, make
appointments, etc…. If you look at our
current site and compare it with web sites
from other towns, you will see that we are
not only well behind the times, but the
burden upon our citizens is greater as a
result. We have wonderful youth sports
associations that have increasing enroll-
ments that require good quality and du-
rable fields for years to come. We are
committed to do all that we can with the
input of the community to provide facili-
ties for this central aspect of family and
community life. I have been privileged to
serve on the executive board of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Youth Baseball Asso-
ciation and have been active in the base-
ball and soccer associations. My sons
have benefited from the commitment and
facilities we have had but more is needed
to keep the programs not only viable but
of the high quality to which we have
become accustomed for many years to
come. Our senior citizens deserve a cen-
ter that will provide a home away from
home for various social needs and all of
our citizens deserve to have open park
areas that provide a natural respite and a
place to gather for recreational purposes.

I am an attorney and have served on
the Zoning Board of Adjustment and
Planning Board when I lived in Fanwood
several years ago. I am one of three
Democratic council candidates in this
election. In order to have the opportunity
to accomplish these goals for a better
Scotch Plains our ticket, all three of us,
must be elected to form a simple elected
majority of the council votes. Three of
the five council seats are at stake in this
election. For these reasons, I, along with
Kevin and Neal, request your confidence
and your vote for a better and more
vibrant Scotch Plains.

By Fanwood GOP Candidates for Council

Hold Your Elected Officials Accountable
As candidates for Fanwood Borough

Council, Rich Alber and I, Andy
MacDonald, have discovered that the
current Democratic council that has guided
Fanwood for the last three years is long on
talk with little concrete results. Voters
need to know that just because the current
mayor and council make a statement does
not make it so. When elected, we promise
to watch out for your interests and ensure
the public is informed and the truth about
what is going on in the borough is put
forth – not some version of the truth or
what the Democratic majority would like
the truth to be.

When Mayor Mahr’s regime came into
power on January 1, 2004, there was
much discussion on how Fanwood down-
town redevelopment would get promptly
underway. With much fanfare in that year,
two local merchants were chosen, along
with a limited liability company (LLC),
to be the primary developers of down-
town Fanwood. The mayor and Demo-
cratic council fully supported and high-
lighted one of the LLC partners as a prime
example of working with local residents
in a lead article in The Star-Ledger. What
has never come out is that this partner of
this LLC is now under indictment by
federal officials.

The following year, Councilman Jo-
seph Higgins stated at the January council
organization meeting that construction
would begin in the spring of 2005. More
smoke and mirrors, but the smoke came
from one of the stores on South Avenue
burning down.

Two weeks ago, with much publicity,
the mayor had a “groundbreaking” cer-
emony. Needless to say, our residents
now expect to see the construction of the
South Avenue combined stores and resi-
dential units. However, construction can-
not start until final plans are submitted
and approved by the building inspector –
as of October 30 he has not received any
final plans or issued a building permit. All
that has happened is a photo-op prior to
Election Day that will fool some of the
people some of the time.

For all this time, the Dean Oil and
South Avenue properties have stood va-
cant collecting a very low tax return for
the citizens.

Another example of failed accomplish-
ment is Pleasant Avenue reconstruction.
The prior Republican administration had
funds to start the project in 2004. After a
year of inactivity, the Democratic admin-
istration stated in a letter dated November
2005 that construction was to start in
2006. The logical time for this major
street rebuilding would be in the summer-
time because the construction, by neces-
sity, will seriously disrupt traffic of a
major artery to the high school. As of
today, although a contract has been let
that will cost nearly a million dollars and
the gas company has marked gas lines, we
await construction during school days
and winter – almost a full year after prom-
ising to start the project.

Another example of poor planning is
the Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) project. In February of 2005 Mayor
Mahr announced that Fanwood had been
awarded a $160,000 grant from the State
of New Jersey to undertake the TDR
program. Participating residential prop-
erty owners in the Fanwood Historical
District would be paid money to restrict
development of their properties in perpe-
tuity. The buyers would be developers of
the South Avenue corridor, which runs

from the Sheelan’s Crossing bridge to
Terrill Road on the railroad side of South
Avenue, who might desire to build in a
manner that exceeds Fanwood’s present
zoning codes. These could be such things
as higher building height, non-conform-
ing uses, increased residential density,
etc.

Rich and I question whether this would
be good for Fanwood. We are not alone.
It has not mattered to most of the residents
in the historic district – only 14 individu-
als showed up for the last meeting, which
was to have the benefits explained out of
approximately 90 homeowners involved.
Property owners in the South Avenue
receiving zone were twice asked by writ-
ten invitation to a meeting where they
would receive a briefing on the program.
Both meetings were canceled for lack of
interest.

Meanwhile, the $160,000 grant resulted
in a windfall for a professional engineer-
ing firm who is a favorite of the pay-to-
play government in Union County and
now Fanwood. Almost 17 months later, it
looks like there has been no substantial
progress. The program has no commu-
nity support and the consulting firm has
not been forced to perform to their con-
tract even though substantial payments
have been made.

The overall effect on Fanwood could
be disastrous. Consider the impact of
residential units on Fanwood’s infrastruc-
ture and school system. The downtown
development plans as they currently stand
call for 42 to 48 residential units – more
than any other previous plan – and as
most of these units call for two and three
bedrooms, they are not for childless rail-
way-commuter couples. Add to that the
question of residential units for the South
Avenue corridor, which is three times the
size of the downtown area.

Tax revenue for such development will
be more than exceeded by the SP-F Board
of Education costs to educate the second-
and third-bedroom child. Current regis-
tration in the school system due to devel-
opment in Scotch Plains is now boarding
seriously on over capacity. High density
residential growth in the Fanwood busi-
ness district due to second- and third-
floor housing units plus TDR growth in
the Fanwood corridor could lead to an
extreme increase in taxation due to more
school construction.

Keeping one party government in
Fanwood will perpetuate this pattern of
not holding your elected officials account-
able. Rich and I would ask the hard ques-
tions as council members. We would work
to make sure that Fanwood taxpayers are
not left to pay for unfinished projects. We
will be accountable. Rich and I believe
honesty and integrity should be a vital
ingredient in government in Fanwood.
When you vote for us we promise to
deliver without smoke and mirrors.

By SP DEM Council Candidate Kevin Glover

Open Government Above Partisanship
I am writing to ask you to vote for me

for Scotch Plains Township Council this
November 7 and as importantly to sup-
port the Democratic Council slate of
LeStrange – Glover – Straus.

I decided to become a candidate and
seek a seat on the council because I be-
lieve, along with my running mates, that
we need to put Scotch Plains first. I want to
create an open local government, one above
partisanship that addresses the township’s
economic and social issues and concerns
fairly, including: taxes, the budget, main-
tenance of the township’s properties and
infrastructure, as well as the protection and
development of open spaces that thought-
fully addresses the needs of all our neigh-
bors, young and old alike.

Real change requires real change. My
30-plus years of experience as an adminis-
trator, managing people and major projects,
most recently as the global real estate facili-
ties and telecommunication manager for an
international investment-banking firm, can
bring “real” management skills to our town-
ship council. My experience and adminis-
trative skills will enable it to better evaluate
and make recommendations on how best to
handle present and future tax revenues.

Together, with Neal LeStrange, whose
20-plus years of loyal, dedicated and pro-
fessional community municipal service to
our town, whose experience and insights
will bring about positive change through-
out our local government, and Jeff Strauss,
who having served on the zoning board of
adjustment and planning board when he
lived in our neighboring community of
Fanwood, as well as having been on the
executive board of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association and
who remains active in baseball and soccer
associations, clearly understanding our
townships need for safe, well cared for ball
fields, makes this an outstanding commu-

nity-minded ticket. One that will address
our community’s desire for an open,
thoughtful, and fair-minded government
that will serve the needs of all its citizens.

I have lived in town for almost seven
years along with my wife of 34 years,
Joanne, a local realtor and special ed school-
teacher, and most importantly, mother of
our two sons, Thomas and Kenneth.

Throughout this campaign, I have made
a point of getting out meeting and speak-
ing to our neighbors and listening to their
ideas and concerns, and wishes for Scotch
Plains. From this experience, one thought
was repeated time and time again “It’s
time for change.”

Scotch Plains, our township where our
family and many of friends live and call
home, is ours to care for.

So, please join me, and cast your ballot
on November 7 for the LeStrange – Glover
– Straus ticket for Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council.

www.goleader.com/06election
Election Day is Tuesday, November 7

* view a special message from Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi *

View current poll results : View polling places : Find out where you vote
absentee ballots : voting machines : demographics

Election Overview
U.S. Senate (1, 6-year term):
Tom Kean, Jr. (R) vs Robert Menendez (D)(I)

U.S. Congress (1, 2-year term):
Mike Ferguson (R)(I) vs Linda Stender (D)

Union County Freeholders (3, 3-year term): Patricia Quattrocchi (R),
Glenn Mortimer (R), Diane Barabas (R), Deborah Scanlon (D)(I), Alexander
Mirabella (D)(I) and Chester Holmes (D)(I)

Scotch Plains Council (3, 4-year term): Nancy Malool (R)(I), Carolyn Sorge
(R)(I), Rich Duthie (R), Neal LeStrange (D), Kevin Glover (D), Jeff Strauss
(D)

Fanwood Council (2, 3-year term): Richard Alber (R), Andrew MacDonald
(R), Donna Dolce (D)(I), David Valian (D)

Garwood Mayor (1, 4-year term): Bruce Paterson (Ind), Dennis McCarthy
(D)(I)

Garwood Council (2, 4-year term): Dennis Clark (R), Jim Matheson (R),
Kathleen Villaggio (D)(I), Keith Sluka (D)

Mountainside Council (2, 4-year term), Robert Messler (R)(I), William
Lane (R)(I) - unopposed.

(I) - Incumbent, (D) - Democrat, (R) - Republican, (Ind) - Independent

At goleader.com, read more on the candidates, view demographics, search
articles and view polling data. See election results after the polls close on
November 7, 2006. Polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times are working
with Eagleton Institute to provide exit polling dat for the Seventh Congres-
sional District starting at 5 p.m., November 7 - see goleader.com for the data.

Fanwood
Polling Places

Districts 1 and 2: Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 North Martine Av-
enue.

District 3: Children’s Specialized
Hospital, 330 South Avenue.

District 4 and 5: Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, 535 Terrill Road.

District 6 and 7: Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.

Feedback from the Net
About Ethics Comm.
It would appear the high ethical stan-

dards and NJ politicals are directly oppo-
sites. It is hard to imagine that after a year
of inactivity, the ethics committee in Tren-
ton met for two hours and squabbled like
kindergarten kids. Should these elected
officials refuse to do what we voted them
in to deal with, then get out of the way. Let
a committee of the common folk rectify
the problem. We are not shackled by
party loyalty or donations from private
interest groups. We have no favors due
the likes of Senator Bryant. Elected offi-
cials have three choices: lead, follow or
get out of the way.

Government reform thoughts can be
viewed at www.goleader.com.services/
reform.


