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handle security of the courts while county
police are responsible for the safety of
county roads and parks. Mr. Cody said
some counties that have merged the two
departments have “regretted it.”

Candidates were asked their posi-
tions on the reactivation of freight
train service in Union County.

“We can’t stop the train from com-
ing. It was a frivolous lawsuit brought
on by several communities to try to
stop the state’s plan of reactivation,”
said Mr. Mirabella. “What we can and
what we did do was take control of the
situation and make that area (grade
crossings) safe…We worked hard to
present an open communication about
the train and what was happening.”

Mr. Mortimer said he “stands in
opposition to the train and no county
tax dollars should be used for con-
struction of this rail line.”

Candidates were asked if they sup-
ported the continuation of the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Trust Fund. Mrs. Scanlon, who chairs
the board’s open space committee, said,
“I believe it is a priority (of the board’s).”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the fund is
based on tax evaluation, “(and) that’s
not going to continue to go up...I think
at this point in time, it could be some-
thing to look at that the trust fund could
be put to sleep for a year or two and
reactivated. That wouldn’t be so bad.”

Mr. Mirabella responded, “I think
that is a terrible idea to put the trust fund
on hiatus. It’s a top priority of this county
to preserve as much open space as pos-
sible because when it’s gone, it’s gone.”

Candidates were asked how govern-
ment could promote economic devel-
opment. “One thing we don’t need is
any more downtown dollar stores,” Mr.
Cody said. “We need to partner with
other upscale [stores]. I can’t see why
Elizabeth’s Pearl Street and Plainfield’s
Front Street cannot look like Westfield’s
Grove Street and Elm Street. If they can
do it in Westfield, we can do it in
Plainfield and Elizabeth also.”

Mr. Mirabella said the Jersey Gar-
dens Mall in Elizabeth “has brought
significant construction and perma-
nent jobs in this county.” He also
listed the Linden Airport redevelop-
ment project, which brought addi-
tional retail space, and the Park Madi-
son building in Plainfield, which in-
cludes state and county offices.

Mr. Mortimer said the county needs
to make the economic climate more
attractive for small businesses. “You
do that through lower taxation.” Ms.
Barabas said downtown-improve-
ment district boards have found that
due to high taxes, “the small business
owner can no longer remain on their
own. All we (downtowns) are attract-
ing at this point are restaurants and
large corporations that can afford the
rent. The small mom-and-pop stores
can no longer manage here.”

On Runnells Specialized Hospital,
Mrs. Quattrocchi said she was “a
little concerned” that the facility was
operating with a deficit. She said she
had “no opinion either way” on
whether Runnells should be sold or
privatized, as proposed several years
ago by GOP freeholder candidates.

“I find it hard to believe that some-
one sitting here and running for free-
holder has no opinion on something so
important as that. I think that’s ridicu-
lous because I have one and we
shouldn’t close it and we shouldn’t
privatize it,” Mr. Mirabella responded.

Mr. Mortimer said he was opposed
to privatizing the hospital. He said
Runnells staff salaries “seem to get
lost in the shuffle” while top hospital
administrators “get very high raises…I
believe the top-heavy management
might be some of the reasons why the
hospital is running in the red.”

While opposed to closing the hospi-
tal, Ms. Barabas said it might be time to
reevaluate what services the hospital
offers or  “how we merge with some of
the other hospitals in the area.”

On the issue of a county-operated
animal shelter, Mr. Mirabella said, “The
animal care in the county is terrible.”
He said the bulk of municipalities in the
county subcontract animal-control ser-
vices. “Our plan is to build a regional
animal shelter. It is a perfect example of
shared services…We will get shared
services agreements with the munici-
palities and [build] a top-notch educa-
tional center and animal shelter where
we can (take) kids up there to learn
about animals and how to take care of
them properly.”

Candidates were asked if they would
support a study to determine how much
towns receive back in county services
for their tax dollars. “Absolutely,” said
Ms. Barabas, who said Summit con-
ducted a study and “found they get 10
cents on the dollar” for county services.

Mr. Mirabella called that survey “a
slanted, one-way-to-look-at-it num-
bers study that was spearheaded by
some (Republican) council members.”
He said he would welcome the oppor-
tunity to explain to residents “what we
do…We have so many programs that
we offer that I am happy to go around
and talk to municipalities.”

Mr. Mortimer said Summit, which
paid $21 million in county taxes in
2005, was among four towns that
paid more in county taxes than they
collected in municipal taxes. The other
towns are Westfield, Mountainside
and Berkeley Heights. “Those are the
questions you voters must ask your-
selves. ‘Are we getting $20 million
worth of services?’ ‘Are we are get-
ting $9 million worth of services?’”

Candidates were asked how they
could dispel the “culture of corruption”
in government in the minds of voters.

Mr. Mirabella said, “There is no cul-

ture of corruption in Union County. We
have been operating within the laws.”
Mrs. Scanlon added that the county’s
“contract awards process is regulated”
by the state’s public contracts and
pay-to-play laws. “We don’t fudge
with that. We follow the law.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said she would like
to see more information released so
residents “can make up their own minds
as to what’s going on within the county
as far as the awarding of no-bid con-
tracts.” Mr. Mortimer said, “Whether
the criminal happens to be a Democrat
such as (former Senate President) John
Lynch or a Republican such as (former
Essex County Executive) Jim Treffinger,
I don’t care – (United States Attorney)
Chris Christie is going to get you and
you’re going to jail.”

On Homeland Security, Mr. Holmes
said, “Union County has a special
risk and we need to be vocal, very
vocal in Washington.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the county
has two miles “of the most danger-
ous” roadways “on the eastern
seaboard…We cannot put too much
money into preparedness.”

On shared services, Mrs. Scanlon
said Union County was one of only
two counties in the state to receive a
grant for shared services. The county,
she said, held a forum for towns that
focused on information technology, 9/
11 dispatch services, animal control
and EMS fire services. Mr. Mirabella
said he wants to reach out to school
boards and other  counties.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said the county
spent $204,000 to promote its shared-
services program, which was funded
with a $104,000 state grant. “I would
think it would have been easier to take
the grant, pump out a couple press
releases…and get on with the program.”

In closing statements Mrs.
Quattrocchi said Democrats have “let
them (county residents) down with no
consideration for financial constraint.”
She said residents “deserve to be repre-
sented by people [who will] respect
them…When you respect someone, you
don’t tax them into financial oblivion.”

“It’s time to stop the madness and
it’s time to stop the financial bleed-
ing,” she said, noting GOP candi-
dates would initiate zero-based bud-
geting, cut departmental budgets by
15 percent, reduce their salaries as
freeholders by 10 percent and vote
against county budgets that raise taxes.

Mr. Mortimer said the GOP slate “is
not tied to a political machine. We don’t
have large campaign contributors…we
are operating on a shoestring.”

Mr. Mirabella said the GOP plat-
form fails to address a reduction in
county crime, education or improv-
ing services for seniors. “This year
the choice is even clearer than it has
been in other years” to elect Demo-
crats, he said.
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State Supreme Court
Rules on Gay Marriage

The New Jersey Supreme Court
ruled in a 4-3 decision last Wednes-
day that homosexuals are entitled to
the same rights as heterosexuals, but
said legislators would have to legal-
ize same-sex marriages. The ruling
gives lawmakers 180 days to rewrite
state marriage laws or create a new
system of civil unions for gay couples.

“Although we cannot find that a
fundamental right to same-sex mar-
riage exists in this state, the unequal
dispensation of rights and benefits to
committed same-sex partners can no
longer be tolerated under our state
constitution,” Justice Barry Albin
wrote for the majority in a 4-3 ruling.

Morris County Republican Assem-
blyman Richard Merkt called the court
“clueless” in its ruling and said he
would sponsor legislation to impeach
the entire court.

“Under our constitution, judges are
charged with deciding cases impar-
tially based on laws enacted by the
people’s elected representatives,” Mr.
Merkt said. “They are not empow-
ered to substitute their own personal
preferences for decisions duly voted
by the Legislature. When they do,
they violate their constitutional pur-
pose, as well as their oath of office.
Such a violation is judicial miscon-
duct warranting their removal from
the bench.”

Gormley, O’Toole
Push Benefits Reforms
Senator William Gormley and As-

semblyman Kevin O’Toole said the
Legislature should immediately act
to implement reforms suggested by
Benefits Review Task Force. Mr.
Gormley has proposed raising the
state retirement age from 55 to 60,
allowing only one job for one pension
and requiring employees to contrib-
ute to their health care costs.

“New Jersey’s benefits system is
on the verge of bankruptcy, which
demands urgent action. I recommend
that the committee vote on the (Philip)
Murphy Report recommendations
next week,” Mr. Gormley said in a
press release issued October 25.

Scutari Comments on
Murphy Testimony

Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden),  co-chairman of the Joint
Legislative Committee on Public Em-
ployee Benefits Reform Committee,
issued the following statement in re-
sponse to testimony provided to the
panel by Philip Murphy, chairman of

the Governor’s Benefits Review Task
Force.

“I think the greatest area of conver-
gence between Chairman Murphy’s
recommendations and where I be-
lieve the committee needs to focus on
is health benefits reform. Replacing
the traditional plan with another will
enable state employees and retirees
to receive quality affordable health
care while providing significant sav-
ings to the taxpayers.

“Chairman Murphy has placed our
current situation on a timeline of failed
and misguided policies. Presently, we
are faced with a choice between do-
ing nothing and moving further down
the road to fiscal collapse, or adopt-
ing lasting, practical reforms to re-
duce our future liabilities. A $50-
billion hole today may be a $100-
billion hole five years down the road,”
Mr. Scutari said.

Menendez Has Edge In
Endorsements Battle
In the newspaper endorsement

race, The Philadelphia Inquirer,
Burlington County Times, Star-Led-
ger, The Record and New York Times
have endorsed Robert Menendez,
while The New York Post, Asbury
Park Press, Press of Atlantic City,
and Courier Post have backed Tom
Kean, Jr., in the United States Sen-
ate race. With analysts calling the
race a dead heat, polls show Mr.
Menendez ahead anywhere from a
point (New York Times/CBS News)
to six points (Rasmussen Reports),
according to politicsnj.com.

Westfielder Chosen as
Election Blogger

Westfield resident and current
Northeastern University undergradu-
ate Andrew Regenstreich has been
selected as a national correspondent
for Gather.com’s 2006 Election Se-
ries (election2006.gather.com). As a
featured political blogger and writer,
Andrew has been chosen to cover the
most highly contested issues leading
up to the New Jersey congressional
races in Tuesday’s elections.

Gather.com’s editorial team selected
16 bloggers nationwide based upon the
quality of their content and their in-
volvement in local affairs and politics.
Each writer will post his or her view-
points on various local political issues.

“It is an honor to be selected to
participate in this distinctive, bi-par-
tisan content series,” Andrew said. “A
healthy discussion of local issues is
one of the best ways that people with
differing opinions can find some un-
derstanding between each other.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Fred K. Lecomte for The Leader and The Times
HARD WORK PAID OFF…Berkeley
Heights resident Kris Lecomte recently
captured first place in the 2006 NPC
East Coast Bodybuilding Champion-
ship in the Men’s Open Light and
Heavyweight Class.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Dolce and Valian, P. Plante, Treas.
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V O T E D E M O C R A T I C

Stable property taxes. 
Municipal taxes kept below 
inflation for three straight years.

Sensible redevelopment
downtown by local merchants. 
Demolition of eyesores; 
new businesses moving in.

New ratables that will help keep local 
taxes stable.

Senior services. Our seniors are 
back home because of the improvements 
we made to the senior center including a 
new kitchen.

Improved parks.
New tennis courts and major
upgrades to LaGrande Park 
ball fields.

Street and sidewalk
improvements paid for with 
a record $2.1 million in grants.
Dramatic improvements to 
our train station.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  w w w . f a n w o o d d e m s . c o m

DOLCE&VALIAN
for Council

RESULTS. Not Rhetoric.

Good Things Are Happening All Over Fanwood
Thanks to Our Democratic Team.

Three Questions To Be
On Tuesday’s Ballot

TRENTON – In addition to state and
local races, voters this Tuesday will
cast ballots on three public questions.

If passed, question No. 1 would
provide an annual dedication of funds
at a rate of .5 percent from the New
Jersey Sales and Use Tax “exclu-
sively” for property tax relief. Ac-
cording to an interpretive statement
from the League of Women voters,
“The revenue would be dedicated
every year unless removed by an-
other ballot question even if other tax
reforms are put into place. Projec-
tions for the tax dedication are be-
tween $500 to $600 million per year
at this time. A no vote will leave
monies available for appropriation
by the Legislature.”

Ballot question No. 2 would allow
15 percent of revenue generated from
the state’s Corporation Business Tax
“to fund the development of lands for
recreation and conservation purposes,
and beginning on January 1, 2016,
allow an additional 17 percent of the
dedicated funds” to be utilized for
this purpose. The League said the
funds would be used for repairs to
state parks.

Ballot question No. 3 proposes to
increase the per-gallon dedication of
the motor fuels tax from 9 to 10.5 cents
to fund the Transportation Trust Fund.
Passage would permit the state to “dedi-
cate an additional $78 billion to the
current $468 -million dedication.”


