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BILOXI BUILD...Through the generosity of numerous individuals and churches,
the Westfield United Way (WUW) recently gave $3,658 to the Greater Plainfield
Habitat for Humanity (GPHFH ) to sponsor a home in Biloxi, Miss. A local team
of 28 volunteers will complete the home in November. Pictured, left to right, are:
The Reverend Ed Carll,Westfield-Mountainside Ministerium president; WUW
Executive Director Linda Maggio and GPHFH past president Al Yoshimura.

TAKE THE TOUR…This stunning Tudor home on Grandview Avenue in
Westfield will be the site of holiday decorations, refreshments and a boutique
during the “Deck the Halls” house tour on Saturday, December 2.

Rake and Hoe Announces
‘Deck the Halls’ House Tour
WESTFIELD — The Rake and

Hoe Garden Club of Westfield will
present “Deck the Halls,” a holiday
house tour, on Saturday, December
2, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Five homes
in Westfield will be decorated in
holiday splendor. Unique decora-
tions and floral designs will reflect
the theme of each home.

The Walsh home on Grandview
Avenue will be one of the featured
houses on the tour. Visitors to this

Tudor-style house will see it deco-
rated with gilded natural plant mate-
rials. Cider and homemade cookies
will be served.

Participants on the tour will have
an opportunity to shop for the holi-
days in the “’Tis the Season” bou-
tique there, where many handmade,
one-of-a-kind items will be featured.
Among the gifts for purchase will be
handmade holiday aprons and dish
towels; bird feeders and houses;
decorated grapevine wreaths; gilded
topiaries; boxwood trees; floral nap-
kins and handmade crocheted snow-
flakes.

The tour will be self-guided, with
the addresses of the featured homes
and a map printed of the back of
tickets to the event. Members of the
public can start the tour at any home
and proceed to all at their leisure.

Tickets are available in advance
for $30 at Christoffers Flowers in
Mountainside, Baron’s Drug Store
and Williams Nursery in Westfield
or from any Rake and Hoe member.
They also will be available at any
home for $35 the day of the show.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
a non-profit organization. Funds
raised by the tour will benefit the
club’s community projects, includ-
ing the Lyons Veterans’ Hospital, the
Cerebral Palsy Center of Union
County and Mobile Meals, as well as
the Miller-Cory House Museum gar-
dens, Shadowlawn garden and the
Claire Brownell Memorial Wild-
flower Garden.

For ticket information, please call
Linda Winter at (908) 232-0449.

WeCARE Presents Its View
Of Development Priorities

AARP Announces Meeting,
Christmas Luncheon Plans

WESTFIELD – The citizens group
WeCare (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development)
has compiled the following sugges-
tions for consideration by the
Westfield Land Use Committee.

1. Ensure all ordinances regarding
contractors and construction are
strictly enforced and significant fines
enacted for violations.

2. Contractors will hook up to elec-
tric poles on work site – no genera-
tors on front lawns creating noise to
neighboring homes.

3. Review and amend town noise
ordinance.

4. Port-a-Johns will be set back
from the street and located inside
construction site fence.

5. Enforce chain-link fence ordi-
nance. In addition, contractors to
place sign on fence with name and
emergency phone number.

6. Construction plans to show cur-
rent and proposed grading, drainage
and placement of fencing and Port-
a-John.

7. Enforce right-of-way ordinance
to require dumpsters to not block
traffic and to be properly marked
with safety signs and reflectors.

8. Builders to be sanctioned and
fines increased for stealing electric-
ity and/or water from neighboring
homes.

9. All work on houses/buildings,
whether it is a renovation or new
construction, must be commenced
within six months of date of issuing
a permit and completed within two,
not three years, of date permit was
issued.

10. Enforce and/or revise current
property maintenance code. Build-
ers will maintain condition of home
prior to demolition or renovation.
All asbestos must be identified and
completely removed prior to demo-
lition of property.

11. A predominant roof pitch of
not less than four inches in 12 and
not more than 12 inches in 12 would
be appropriate and would eliminate
nearly flat and very steep rooflines.
No flat roofs permitted. The excep-
tion would be a mansard roof.

12. Redefine renovation versus
new home construction.

13. Review taxes for renovations
versus new home construction. Re-
view other incentives for renovation
rather than teardown such as recog-
nition awards/plaques.

14. Require plans for what will
replace a teardown.

15. Simplify floor area ratio for-
mula and land use zoning codes:

Adopt a floor area ratio, which es-
tablishes a maximum house size as a
percentage of total land area of a
property. This percentage is the same
for all lots such that bigger houses
are allowed on bigger lots.
Homeowners should be able to eas-
ily interpret this floor-to-area ratio
formula (FAR).

16. New homes must be propor-
tioned to lot size.

17. Maintain a percentage of starter
homes in the town’s housing stock to
ensure economic and social diversity.

18. Redefine role of realtors in
property transactions to deter con-
flict of interests and violations of the
realtor code of ethics (through sepa-
rate ordinance). Current practices
create a conflict of interest for the
realtor who represents the seller of
the original home to a developer,
which is torn down, and then repre-
sents the builder of the new home on
the same lot.

19. Stricter and consistent design
standards are needed to preserve the
livability and character of neighbor-
hoods.

20. Design standards should be
reviewed in construction plans to
ensure consistency during a project
and that they are consistent with the
neighborhood.

21. Incorporate a “Grandfather
Clause” for homes built before 1950
into the Land Use ordinance to en-
sure older, historic homes are not
penalized due to new FAR regula-
tions and are able to maintain their
base FAR.

22. Incorporate a “character of
neighborhood” clause in the
Westfield Master Plan. (See Bernards
Township Master Plan).

23. Scale height of new homes in
accordance with sideyard setbacks
and scale depth of new homes with
backyard setbacks of adjoining lots.

24. Take Caitlin and Assoc. report
results one step further and docu-
ment on a zoning map design stan-
dards for different neighborhoods.

25. Research and review overde-
velopment ordinances in other towns.
(See Bernards Township and City of
Cape May).

26. Support and follow up on plans
to revitalize the South Avenue busi-
ness district.

For more information, please see
the WeCare website at
www.wecarewestfield.com.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
meet on Monday, November 6, in
the Assembly Hall of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield at 140
Mountain Avenue.

The social period with refreshments
will begin at 1 p.m., followed by a
brief business meeting at 1:30 p.m.
Afterward, guest speaker Jan Allen of
the New Jersey Banking Commission
will show a video and answer ques-
tions on “Consumer Awareness for
Seniors – What You Should Know!”

Attendees will be able to make
reservations at the meeting for the
chapter’s Christmas luncheon that will
take place on Monday, December 4,
at noon at The Westwood in Garwood.

This luncheon will replace the De-
cember meeting and feature an inter-
national buffet plus musical enter-
tainment by Tony Balistro. Potential
members and guests are welcome.

The cost is $25 per person and
includes the full luncheon, tips and
entertainment.  Reservations also may
be made by calling Chairwoman
Marie Stock at (908) 925-2536.

Chapter members will travel tomor-
row, Friday, November 3, to the Tides
Restaurant in Haledon for a full-course
sit-down luncheon and a “Carnival in
Rio” theme show. A one-hour free
open bar will kick off the festivities.

The $60 cost includes the bus ride,
luncheon, show and gratuities. The

bus will leave at 10 a.m. from the far
end of the Lord & Taylor parking lot
on North Avenue in Westfield and
return at approximately 5 p.m. For
information about any remaining
openings, please call (908) 232-1362.

Community Service Chairman
Skeets Kuzmuk has asked chapter
members to donate canned and boxed
grocery items for poor and homeless
people. Used costume jewelry also is
requested for use as prizes for bingo
games with patients at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital of Union County in
Berkeley Heights. The Knitting and
Crocheting Group needs woolen yarn
of any color and thickness to make
items for patients at Runnells.

Finally, the chapter has announced
that the proposed debate it was to
sponsor between Congressional can-
didates Michael Ferguson and Linda
Stender has been cancelled.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

Open House Program

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 |  Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

You’re invited to experience 
an atmosphere of trust, 

freedom and caring for 
preschool girls and boys.

Sunday, November 12 , 2006, 1-3 p.m.

25th Anniversary Special

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Book Group Meetings
Begin Tonight at FCC
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield will hold
a book discussion group focusing on
“Gilead,” Marilynne Robinson’s ac-
count of a Congregational minister
facing death from heart disease in 1956.

Discussions will take place on
Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
beginning tonight, November 2, and
continuing on November 9, 16 and
30. This series is free and open to the
public. Led by Dr. Mark Boyea, se-
nior minister, the class will take place
in the minister’s study.

Winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize
for fiction and the 2004 National Book
Critics Circle Prize, “Gilead” is writ-
ten in the form of a letter or family
history from the minister, John Ames,
to his young son.

The First Congregational Church is
located at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
For more information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-2494 or visit
www.fccofwestfield.org.

FCC to Offer Classes
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-

tion classes will be held again this fall
at the First Congregational Church
on two Mondays, November 6 and
December 18, at 7 p.m. Classes will
be held in Room 21 on the second
floor of the church’s McCorison Chris-
tian Education Building at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

Classes are designed for beginners
and open to all. Moving Meditation is
described as a gentle, graceful move-
ment based on ancient Asian Qigong
wellness systems. The goals are to
reduce stress and increase flexibility.
It is performed standing and ordinary
street clothing is appropriate.

Laura Berzofsky, a certified Inte-
gral Tai Chi and Qigong instructor,
will lead the group practice. The
church’s Board of Christian Educa-
tion is sponsoring the program. Free-
will offerings will benefit the
Waysharers, a faith-based outreach
program for adults with developmen-
tal disabilities. For more details, please
call Ms. Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169.
Drop-in students are always welcome.

Christmas Boutique
On Tap at Church

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Thrift Shop’s annual
Christmas Boutique will be held on
Wednesdays, November 8 and 15,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The entrance is
on McDermott Place.

Sale items will include new and
slightly used clothing for all ages,
linens, kitchen supplies, dishes, jew-
elry, pictures and frames and Christ-
mas decorations. Everyone is wel-
come. All proceeds are given to local
charities. The workers are volunteers.

www.goleader.com


