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count-ability” for the Iraq war. “We went
into the war based on a lie…now we have
a worse mess in the Middle East,” she
said. “What we have done (in this war) is
effectively multiply, divide and spread
terrorist networks around the world.”

Mr. Ferguson did not deny Iraq “has
been a challenge.”

“There are lots of things we can look
back on and say we could have done
differently or better,” he said.

He said he does not want the troops to
stay in the Middle East longer than they
have to, but the troops he has encountered in
Iraq are “proud to represent our country.”

Mrs. Stender said Mr. Ferguson “has
been part of driving up the largest deficit
in American history.”

“When you have sent us into record
deficits, that’s a threat for financial secu-
rity,” she said.

Mr. Ferguson, who has used a very
visible “Stender is a Spender” campaign
to position his opponent as a tax-and-
spend liberal, denied that claim.

He said the national economy is “in
really good shape right now” and that “eco-
nomic indicators point in the right direc-
tion.” He said projections of the deficit are
down from the beginning of the year.

He added that the “economic climate in
New Jersey is pretty bad” and called his
opponent part of the problem. “People are
fed up with high taxes and spending.”

The incumbent called his opponent “a
reliable rubber stamp for higher taxes.”
He said, “People in glass houses shouldn’t
throw stones.”

The congressman said that throughout
Mrs. Stender’s tenure in public office, she
has voted to raise taxes “67 times.” He
also claimed that property taxes increased
“62 percent” during Mrs. Stender’s term
as a Fanwood council member.

While Mr. Pagan from the Stender
camp did not verify the challenger’s tax
vote record, he said Mr. Ferguson has
been “lying about her record since day
one.”

Mrs. Stender defended her tax record.
She said during her three-year stint as
Fanwood mayor, her portion of the prop-
erty tax bill increased less than 1 percent
a year. “We balanced the budget and
provided excellent police protection,” she
said. “Services were provided efficiently
and effectively.”

“People want us to be competent and
spend tax dollars wisely,” she said. “We
need to support families and [the] middle
class as opposed to spending a billion and
a half dollars a week to pay for a war in
Iraq.”

Mr. Ferguson has publicly prided him-
self as a champion of low taxes, citing his
votes in favor of increasing child-tax cred-
its and easing the marriage penalty.

But Mrs. Stender disagreed. “It’s re-
ally duplicitous of my opponent to talk
about his effect on taxes,” she said, add-
ing that his votes in favor of “No Child
Left Behind” (NCLB) actually “drive up”
property taxes because the budget to meet
NCLB standards is under-funded.

Mr. Ferguson said that educational bill
had “little influence” on New Jersey prop-
erty taxes.

Mrs. Stender, who advocates energy in-
dependence within 10 years, said her oppo-
nent supports “a congress and administra-
tion that has given billion-dollar tax cuts to
energy companies.” She said she wants to
see the administration invest in “alternative
resources and renewable fuels.”

Mr. Ferguson, who serves on the House
Energy and Commerce Committee, said,
“Linda Stender talks a lot about energy
independence, but my record shows I’ve
been doing a lot.”

He pointed to energy legislation “chock
full of incentives to move our country
away from energy and gas and towards
renewable energies.”

The congressman said he’s also spon-
sored legislation to encourage solar power
in homes, which includes a federal tax
credit to “complement” the state tax credit
offered by the Board of Public Utilities.
“Our economy is too heavily fueled by oil
and gas,” he said.

And while both candidates agree that
the government must tap into alternate
energy sources, they disagree on more
key issues, including stem cell research.

The Democratic challenger called her
opponent “out of step” on the issue, refer-

ring to his recent vote against funding for
embryonic stem-cell research.

Abortion is another bone of contention
between the candidates. Mr. Ferguson has
repeatedly defended his “pro-life” record.

Mrs. Stender is ardently pro-choice. “I
want to make sure women are treated
equally and trusted to make decisions
about reproductive health,” she said.

She called the congressman a “wolf in
sheep’s clothing,” saying “he wants to
appear moderate, when in fact he’s ex-
treme.”

Mr. Ferguson said voters understand
his pro-life stance. “The constituents in
our district know where my heart and my
conscience lead me.” He added, “I think
they respect that, even though they may
disagree.”

Mrs. Stender said she has repeatedly
questioned her opponent’s financial
record. She said Mr. Ferguson received a
$210,000 fine from the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) for illegally loaning
his 2000 congressional campaign more
than half a million dollars from a personal
trust fund set up by his parents. The fine
was among the highest imposed by the
FEC for a congressional campaign.

The Democrat criticized her opponent
for accepting campaign contributions
from what has been dubbed the “Repub-
lican Indictment-club,” including former
Florida Rep. Mark Foley, Texas Rep.
Tom DeLay and staff members including
Tony Rudy, Jim Ellis and Jack Abramoff.

Mr. Ferguson defended his fundraising
ethics. “All money we’ve raised has been
legal and proper,” he said.

He said it’s “laughable” that his oppo-
nent has questioned his ethics, given Mrs.
Stender’s fundraising efforts with Senator
Robert Menendez, who, he said, is under
federal investigation for alleged corruption.

“There’s probably no more corrupt
organization in this country than the New
Jersey Democratic machine,” he said.

And while it remains to be seen whether
Mrs. Stender’s $1.6 million in fundraising
has literally given the incumbent a run for
his money, Mrs. Stender said the negative
campaign against her has “backfired” on
the congressman.

She said it has given her attention money
can’t buy.

The candidate said she has had strong
support from Congress, including Sena-
tor Joseph Biden from Delaware and Cali-
fornia Reps. Linda Sanchez and Xavier
Becerra.

But even with all the support from
Washington, a 15-point spread between
the two parties’ polls shows no clear
frontrunner.

While Mrs. Stender’s polls indicate a
dead heat, Republican polls hint other-
wise.

“It’s typical for a challenger almost at the
end of the line, and running out of money, to
release a poll which shows them within
striking distance,” said Mr. Ferguson.

Even so, the congressman said he is
confident, but not overconfident, of being
re-elected.

“I’ve never had to run against a sitting
office holder,” said Mr. Ferguson, adding
that Mrs. Stender has raised more money
than previous opponents.

He said his work on the Green Brook
flood-control project, updating the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) flood map in Roselle Park and
efforts to remove mercury from the
Hillsborough Defense Depot are just a
few examples of “positive” change he’s
made in his district.

He said he has had great support from
the community.

Mrs. Stender, who stands by her slogan
“Common Sense Change,” said, “The
only poll that really matters is what hap-
pens on Election Day.”

And while Congressional Quarterly
magazine recently moved the Seventh
District from the “Republican Favored”
column to “Leans Republican,” what truth
that holds, for a district that has a decades-
old history of voting Republican, will not
be seen until Election Day.

“It will come down to whether people
want to stay the course or change the
course,” said Mrs. Stender, who has lived
in Fanwood for 30 years and raised three
children there. “It’s been a privilege for
me to have the support of my local com-
munity.”

POLICE BLOTTER

SP’s Atkins Comments On
Hiring, Promotion Practices

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township Mu-
nicipal Manager Thomas Atkins said last
week that any charges that he showed
partisanship in township hiring or promo-
tions practices are false.

In an interview The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mr. Atkins said Scotch
Plains is the only council-manager form
of government of Union County’s 21
municipalities and one of only 40 in the
state that gives total authority over the
hiring of new employees and promotions
of current workers. Others towns operat-
ing this form of government include
Livingston, Teaneck, Aberdeen and
Randolph.

“It’s (manager’s position) totally non-
political,” he said.

He said all personnel decisions, in-
cluding promotions and disciplinary ac-
tions, are his responsibility, not the gov-
erning body’s. Mr. Atkins said neither of
the chairmen of the township’s two politi-
cal parties’ ever contacted him seeking
input on township personnel decisions.

Mr. Atkins repeated his earlier com-
ments to The Times that no Department of
Public Works (DPW) employee was sus-
pended for sending an anonymous letter
to The Times regarding what the worker
deemed “unfair treatment” by DPW di-
rector Charles Cerami. He said allega-
tions of “plummeting morale” in the DPW
are not true. He noted that staff members
usually need time to adjust to a new
department director.

He acknowledged that the Hunterdon
County Prosecutor’s Office did investi-
gate a complaint regarding alleged mis-
treatment of Clinton Township DPW
workers while Mr. Cerami was Clinton
DPW director.

He said the Clinton DPW letter and
subsequent prosecutor’s office investiga-
tion occurred after Mr. Cerami was hired
as Scotch Plains DPW director on Febru-
ary 13 of this year. An article concerning
the Hunterdon investigation was pub-
lished in the Hunterdon County Demo-
crat on March 2.

Mr. Atkins said he instructed Mr.

Cerami to answer all questions in the
probe truthfully and to the best of his
ability.

“He (Cerami) hasn’t heard a word since
(from the prosecutor’s office),” Mr. Atkins
said. “They (the prosecutor’s office) have
to look into them (complaints). They just
can’t blow them off.”

Mr. Atkins said three of the four police
officers who recently settled a reverse-
discrimination lawsuit against the town-
ship are still on the payroll. He said the
officers – Kevin Lonergan, Brian Cheney
and Matthew Fugett – would “absolutely”
be considered for promotions within the
department in the future.

A fourth officer, Brian Garbinski,
whom Mr. Atkins would not identify but
The Times was able to verify, was termi-
nated. A hearing officer recommended
the termination, which Mr. Atkins said he
supported. “I felt it was appropriate and
fair,” Mr. Atkins said.

Mr. Atkins said the officer was termi-
nated for “excessive and chronic absen-
teeism” after allegedly taking 400 sick
days over six years.

He said the officer has appealed his
termination to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Personnel. An administrative law
judge will hear the case. Mr. Garbinski
has also filed a permanent-disability pen-
sion application with the New Jersey po-
lice and fire-retirement system. He said
the “permanent-pension disability appli-
cation is under review by the state.”

Mr. Atkins said he was “concerned”
that Mr. Garbinski might have a “medical
problem that might not permit him to
perform police duties.” He said the town-
ship is not challenging that application.

On allegations that the officer’s dis-
missal was in response to the litigation,
settled for $25,000 per officer, he said,
“There is no retaliation in Scotch Plains.”

As to his 26-year tenure with the town,
he said he could be removed at any time.
“I have no protection,” he said.

Raised in Illinois and a Scotch Plains
resident since 1955, Mr. Atkins previ-
ously served as town manager in East
Windsor before being hired for the Scotch
Plains position in 1980.
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The Menendez camp alludes to a
Monmouth University/Gannett New Jer-
sey poll showing the incumbent’s lead at
nine percentage points – 48 to 39 percent.

Brian Fallon, a spokesperson for Mr.
Menendez, said, “New Jerseyians are be-
ginning to understand that [a vote for] Tom
Kean is just another vote for the Bush
agenda. Tom Kean is running one of the
most negative campaigns – if not the most
negative campaign – in state history.”

Ingrid Reed, policy analyst and director
of the Eagleton NJ Project, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “The big indica-
tors are the undecided [voters], which have
been high – as high as 30 percent on some
polls – and the number of people who
might change their mind. In the most re-
cent poll, 80 percent of likely voters are
decided. That means 20 percent are unde-
cided. But, how many will show up?”

Ms. Reed added: “One reason to as-
sume voters will turn out in higher
number is that this year’s election
has achieved the status of a presi-
dential race because people are
asking ‘what’s going to happen in
the country?’”

“If they’re unhappy with Bush,”
she continued, “turnout could be
higher and you could have a good
chunk of independent-minded
voters coming out to the polls.”

Because of the national Repub-
lican Party’s belief that New Jer-
sey is a winnable state, the national
GOP sent $500,000 in mid Octo-
ber, only to raise that figure closer
to $4 million total late last week.

“We have known all along that
this race would be among the most
competitive and that New Jersey
voters would not stand for Bob
Menendez’s record of corruption and
higher taxes,” Ms. Hazelbaker said.
“Based on news reports today, the na-
tional GOP will spend an additional $3.5
million on our behalf, and we are sure we
will have all the resources we need to
keep the momentum in this race.

“The fact is,” she added, “Bob Menendez
is under federal criminal investigation,
and the pressure is all on him.”

Dan Ronayne, National Republican
Senatorial Campaign Committee spokes-
person, confirmed the $3.5-million ex-
penditure: “You wouldn’t see an invest-
ment like that if [the senatorial commit-
tee] didn’t think he was in a position to
win the race, and he will win the race.”

Mr. Ronayne said the contrast between
the two candidates is a “a winning one for
Tom Kean.” He mentioned that when look-

ing at “issues New Jerseyians care about,”
like ethics, “the contrast couldn’t be more
clear. You have a proven reformer and the
other under federal criminal investigation.”

Mr. Fallon said Mr. Menendez has “made
his stances clear on issues such as the war in
Iraq, homeland security, minimum wage
and stem cell research. On those issues,
Tom Kean, Jr., is on the wrong side. He
sides with George Bush over the people of
New Jersey, who are responding positively
to Bob Menendez’s message.”

“He [Kean] has his back up against the
well, so it’s not surprising that he’s des-
perately seeking outside help. ”

Mr. Ronayne said the Menendez cam-
paign “has confirmed that a race that boils
down to a choice is a losing race [for them]
and they’re trying to insert someone else’s
name [the president’s] into the picture.”

“We see the race as neck and neck,” he
continued, “and we’ll do what we can to

eliminate [any doubt]. When you focus on
choice [between the candidates], we win.”

The most recent New York Times/CBS
News poll asked people “what is the first
thing that comes to mind when you hear
the name Robert Menendez?” Of those
polled, 19 percent indicated the response
“corruption/crooked.”

The Kean campaign in recent ads has
tried to paint Mr. Menendez as a backroom
power broker.

Another ad, funded by the Free Enter-
prise Fund committee, shows a man clad
in a black leather coat speaking on a cell
phone, saying to the other party, “We got
a problem. Our boy Bob Menendez down
in Washington – he’s caught in this fed-
eral investigation. Right. Better start look-
ing at those fixed contracts. Bada bing,
we’re in it, but deep.”

Mr. Fallon criticized The “Soprano’s”-
like ad, titled “The Politico’s.” “The ad is
an insult to an entire community,” Mr.
Fallon said. “It shows desperation on
their part that they [resort] to show stereo-
types. It continues a campaign of smears
and Bob Menendez has called on Tom
Kean to take them down.”

Mr. Fallon stressed that the Menendez
camp began with three positive ads, point-
ing to the senator’s views on the transition
in Iraq and the fight against selling off the
ports to a foreign nation. He also refer-
enced an ad, “Seamstress,” showing Mr.
Menendez’s mother, who’s stricken with
Alzheimer’s, and states the senator’s
views against social security privatization
and his support for stem cell research.

Mr. Ronayne said when Mr. Menendez
was first picked by now-Governor
Corzine, “editorials in The New York
Times and The Philadelphia Enquirer
surfaced citing his questionable ethics.”

“You don’t run the Hudson County
political machine without getting your
hands dirty,” he said. “New Jerseyians

are ready to take shower after Torricelli,
McGreevey and now Menendez. My sense
is that people are fed up.”

The New York Times editorial Mr.
Ronayne cited, dated December 9, 2005,
says, “Since entering politics as a corrup-
tion-fighting mayor of Union City, N.J.,
Mr. Menendez has become a proponent
of business as usual. He has long been an
entrenched de facto leader of the Hudson
County Democratic machine.”

Phil Singer, communications director
for the National Democratic Senatorial
Committee Campaign, said, concerning
the Kean campaign’s charges of question-
able ethics on the part of the incumbent,
“They’re desperate to change the subject
away from the Kean-Bush connection.

 “They don’t want to shed light on Tom
Kean – the Bush confidante and loyalist,”
he added. “They tried to argue that Bob
Menendez did not play the heroic role in

taking on the Union City politi-
cal machine. They raised ques-
tions and cast aspersions. It’s
been one spurious allegation
after another. It’s a disservice to
voters and fundamentally dis-
honest.”

Ms. Hazelbaker, on the issue
of ethics, said, “The contrast
between Tom Kean and Bob
Menendez could not be more
clear. Tom Kean will bring a
record of zero tolerance for cor-
ruption to Washington, while
Menendez is under federal crimi-
nal investigation and has made a
career out of profiting from it.”

Mr. Singer said, “We always
expected a close race. It comes
down to a choice. Bob Menendez

has been an advocate for New Jersey and
confronted the Bush administration on
stem cell research, the war in Iraq and
Social Security privatization versus a GOP
candidate who is Bush’s ideological soul
mate. If Tom Kean is elected, he’ll just be
another Bush foot soldier.”

Concerning the GOP’s recent $3.5-
million expenditure in TV ads to help Mr.
Kean’s chances, Mr. Singer said, “It’s too
little, too late. We’ve already committed
$7.5 million into the race. We’re
outspending them in the race.”

Despite the rhetoric, Ms. Reed said the
last Eagleton Poll has them in a “virtual
tie.” She said, “I couldn’t use the differ-
ence to say something decisive. Every
poll I’ve seen has been close with a mar-
gin of error of 4 or 5 percent.”

She said voters will “ask themselves if
I’m upset about Bush and the war, will I
vote for a Democrat, even with
Menendez’s ethical questions. However,
[U.S.] Senate control for the Democrats
motivates voters.

“On the other side,” she continued,
[voters will ask] has Tom Kean created an
image of himself enough? An image that
people [who] say they’ve had enough of
tainted politics don’t care if he [Kean] is
aligned with Bush? Did Tom Kean do
enough to show who he his, and that, like
his father, he has the leadership for some-
one to vote affirmatively for him?”

Mr. Singer did concede that the “Kean
name is well known,” but said “the race is
falling away from Tom Kean, Jr. This is
a blue state, and it’s a late-breaking state.

“Voters are busy,” he continued. “They
need to juggle the demands of their own
lives. When it gets closer to election time,
they’ll pay more attention and see he’s
not Tom Kean, Sr.”

Ms. Reed said, “this is still Menendez’s
race to lose. The national press looks at
this race and asks, ‘why is it so close?’”

John’s Meat Market Named
Family Business of the Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —It’s a long way
from a $2,000 investment 67 years ago to
winning a statewide business award. But
John Losavio’s venture in 1939 led to just
such a recognition last month when John’s
Meat Market on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains was chosen by the Rothman Insti-
tute at Fairleigh Dickinson University as
the New Jersey Family Business of the
Year.

It’s been a busy few months for the
three-generation butcher shop, which is
Scotch Plains’ longest-running business.
In September, the street behind the store
was designated as John Losavio Way to
honor the memory of the elder Mr.
Losavio, who died in 2004, and to com-
memorate the store’s service to the com-
munity.

A film crew recently filmed a segment
of a new television reality show starring
Mr. T at the shop. Mr. Losavio’s son,
Vince, who now owns the store with his
brother Nick, told The Times the segment
is set to air on Wednesday, November 8,
on TV Land.

The Rothman Institute award won by

John’s Meat Market on October 2 is the
only statewide prize to specifically honor
family-owned companies for their role
in the local economy and in the commu-
nity. And New Jersey Monthly
magazine’s November 2006 issue in-
cludes a feature on the award and on
John’s Meat Market. Winning the prize,
Mr. Losavio said, has already resulted in
new customers.

Those new customers join a notewor-
thy list of patrons, including former Gov.
Christine Whitman, boxer Gerry Cooney
and football great Carl Banks.

Nick Losavio said the business sells a
great deal via the Internet, to customers
“all over the United States.” Walk-in busi-
ness is healthy, with “a lot of repeaters,”
he said.

The Losavio bothers have worked at
the store their father started for several
decades, Vince since he was 21 years
old and Nick since his mid-20s. And
now, Vince’s son, John, fits in time to
work at the family business while he
attends college — making for three gen-
erations of Losavios working at the
butcher shop that opened more than 60
years ago.

SENATE SHOWDOWN...U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D)
will face off against N.J. State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R) in
a race for U.S. Senate on Tuesday.

BEND IT LIKE PROS...The New York Red Bulls soccer team named the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Youth Soccer Association its 2006 ‘Youth Soccer Club of the Year’
for the tri-state area. The SPFSA was honored in an on-field ceremony at halftime
of the October 21 Red Bulls play-off game against DC United at the Meadowlands,
where the SPFSA’s U-9 boys travel teams played a short game on the field.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 23, a student of the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported that someone removed his cell
phone from his unlocked locker. The value
of the phone was $500.

Wednesday, October 25, a student at
the Union County Vocational Technical
School reported that someone removed
his wallet from his pants pocket while
they were hanging in the locker room.
According to police, approximately $20
was reported missing.

Thursday, October 26, a contractor
working on Lamberts Mill Road reported
that while his trailer was parked in a lot
someone damaged the door and the lock.

Friday, October 27, Eric Molyneaux,
31, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated. Accord-
ing to police, Molyneaux was stopped for
speeding and officers smelt a strong odor
of alcohol. He was processed and re-
leased with a summons, police said.

Saturday, October 28, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that someone made
several derogatory comments to her over
her cell phone.

Monday, October 30, police reported
receiving a report of a Molotov cocktail
thrown at the Scotch Hills Country Club
at 2:53 a.m. Scotch Plains and Westfield
police responded to the scene.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 24, Sara N.

Bermudez, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue and charged with presenting po-
lice with false identification and provid-
ing false information.

Wednesday, October 25, Sylvia M.
Brown, 46, of Scotch Plains was arrested
for disorderly conduct. According to po-
lice, Brown was observed by a resident of
Patterson Road urinating in a driveway in
the neighborhood.

Wednesday, October 25, Frank Carmona,
23, of Passaic was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue for
numerous outstanding Passaic warrants.

Wednesday, October 25, Roshanna B.
Malone, 28, of Piscataway was arrested on
several outstanding Union warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Wednesday, October 25, Mamie Carr, 63,
of Roselle was arrested and charged with
outstanding Newark warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, October 26, Xiaochuan Lu,
40, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with numerous outstanding Jersey City
warrants after a field investigation.

Friday, October 27, Benjamin R. Brown,
Jr. 45, of Keasby was arrested and charged
with an outstanding warrant out of Sayerville
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, October 29, Jennifer N.
Perlee, 19, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
investigation.

Saturday, October 29, a 16-year old
Elizabeth juvenile was arrested in front of
a South Avenue business for simple as-
sault after an incident occurred in the
parking lot of the business.

Monday, October 30, Louis M. Hichman,
59, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue for an
outstanding Metuchen warrant. Louis M.
Hichman, Jr., 21, a passenger in the vehicle
was also arrested and charged with an out-
standing Beverley Township warrant.

Monday, October 30, a resident in the
70 block of Montrose Avenue reported
that someone threw eggs at the front win-
dow of her residence.

Monday, October 30, a resident in the
100 block of Glenwood Road reported
that someone shattered a decorative ce-
ramic lawn ornament in her front yard.

Westfield
Friday, October 20, Mannuel Espanoza,

44, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with DWI after being stopped at Livingston
Place and South Avenue for motor vehicle
violations. He refused to make any tele-
phone calls and was released at a later time.

Sunday, October 22, Ronnell Harrison,
26, of Plainfield was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department on two outstanding
Westfield warrants, one criminal and one
traffic, each with a bail amount of $250.
Harrison was released after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 24, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 20, of Plainfield was arrested at

police headquarters for contempt of court
on a Westfield criminal warrant. Sherbeini
was released after posting $200 bail.

Wednesday, October 25, Michael
Ricoca, 24, of Roselle was arrested at the
Rahway Police Department on the strength
of an outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield, with bail set at $1,000. He also
was wanted on a criminal warrant from
Elizabeth and a traffic warrant from
Roselle Park, with bail set at $500 each,
as well as a Mountainside traffic warrant
for $200. Ricoca was held pending the
posting of bail.

Friday, October 27, Shay Caherly, 37,
of Westfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop at Fairmont and South Euclid
Avenues and charged with DWI. He was
released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, October 28, James Gutierrez,
18, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop
at East Broad and St. Paul Streets. He was
released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, October 28, Brian Mundy,
18, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the
1000 block of West North Avenue and
charged with disorderly conduct. Mundy
is alleged to have screamed profanities
and threatened to assault several people
gathered there. He also is alleged to have
refused a police officer’s orders to cease
his threatening behavior, compelling the
officer to use pepper spray on the suspect.
Mundy, who refused medical attention,
was released on his own recognizance
pending a November 8 court date.

she said.
Mr. Alber, who served for nine years

in the United States Marine Corps and
now works in the technology and secu-
rity risk services practice of Ernst and
Young, said the downtown redevelop-
ment plan “from the get-go was flawed
from the very start.” He said the borough
should have considered a “single devel-
oper” to oversee the entire project, in-
stead of working with individual prop-
erty owners.

Mr. Valian, a vice-president of opera-
tions at Petro Plastics in Garwood, said,
“When you have redevelopment, there’s
going to be change [and] bumps in the
road that you have to find solutions for.”

Each candidate was asked to comment
on the borough’s consideration of a TDR
program, intended to spur economic de-
velopment while also preserving historic
properties.

“Great idea; wrong execution,” said
Mr. Alber, suggesting that many resi-
dents “don’t understand what [the pro-
gram] is.”

Mr. Valian agreed that he finds TDR
to be “extremely complicated,” but he
noted the concept is still in the research
stage to answer the question of “how
good will this be for Fanwood.” He sug-
gested TDR might be a way to “kill two
birds with one stone” if it can lower
property taxes and also “take care of our
historic homes.”

Mr. MacDonald said, “Nobody signed
up for this; nobody knows what it is. You
ask three different people [about TDR]
and you get four different answers.” He
suggested TDR would result in “another
layer of bureaucracy.”

Ms. Dolce said TDR “is confusing

because it’s so unique,” but she said Mayor
Colleen Mahr’s administration has “en-
gaged the community” in the program’s
ongoing research phase. Ms. Dolce said if
TDR “is in the best interest of our citi-
zens” and will aid in redevelopment and
historic preservation, “we will move for-
ward.”

In closing statements, each candidate
talked about quality-of-life issues that
drew them to Fanwood and summed up
the focus of their campaigns.

“I want to open lines of communica-
tion,” said Mr. Alber, “to make sure the
public is informed” and to “maintain ser-
vices without increasing taxes.” He also
pointed to the need to “listen to alterna-
tive points of view and put aside political
differences.”

Mr. Valian said, “This is an historic era
in Fanwood,” adding that his campaign is
about what he can do to make a difference
locally. “Sometimes you have to ask
people for help; sometimes you have to
help people who ask.”

Mr. MacDonald said, “At the end of the
day…you can disagree without being dis-
agreeable. Defining the problem is easy;
solving the problem is not so easy.” He
said he hopes to represent the borough
“on a bipartisan council.”

Ms. Dolce said she seeks reelection
because “even though much has been
done, there’s much left to do,” saying
serving on the council is “a labor of love.”
She said she looks forward “to being part
of progressive change.”

Fanwood has more than 4,800 regis-
tered voters. Nearly 2,800 are unaffili-
ated with a political party, with the re-
mainder nearly evenly split as registered
Democrats or Republicans.
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Fanwood Candidates Debate

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EMPTY DEBATE…Scotch Plains Republican candidates, from left to right,
Nancy Malool, Carolyn Sorge and Rich Duthie, instead of a press conference held
a mock debate Monday night after Democrat candidates opted not to participate
in a candidates’ forum.


