
SIXTY CENTS(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comOUR 47TH YEAR – ISSUE NO. 44-2006 Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.goleader.com
USPS 485200

Periodical – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, N.J.
Thursday, November 2, 2006

Ferguson, Stender Trade Barbs
Over Dist. 7 Congressional Race
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – With only five days
to go until the election, both candi-
dates in the Seventh Congressional
District race think they have the mo-
mentum to clinch the House seat.

Incumbent Mike Ferguson, the Re-
publican from New Providence who
is finishing his third two-year term in
Congress, says if history prevails, the
outcome will be in his favor.

“I’m certainly a much better fit for
our district,” said the father of four.

The district, comprised of 54 mu-
nicipalities in four counties, has voted
Republican for more than three de-
cades. And since redistricting five years
ago, the Republican margin has grown.

But his Democratic challenger from
Fanwood, Linda Stender, the only fe-
male Congressional candidate in 13
House races in New Jersey, is con-
vinced her district is ready for change.

“People are fed up with the direc-
tion people are taking this country,”
said the anti-war challenger.

Mrs. Stender, who has served as a
Fanwood councilwoman and mayor,
a Union County freeholder and state
assemblywoman from the 22nd Leg-
islative District, called her opponent
“part of the problem.”

She has called Mr. Ferguson a “re-
liable rubber stamp” for President
George W. Bush, indicating that he
sided with the President on nearly 90
percent of House votes last year.

Mr. Ferguson denied that claim and
called himself “an independent, mod-
erate, centrist voice for our district.”

He cited his recent vote rating by the
publication National Journal of 59.3,
which puts him in the “moderate”
category for “votes on key economic,
social and foreign-policy issues.” Mr.
Ferguson said he has “broken” from
the President on votes like gun con-
trol, increasing the minimum wage
and energy bills, specifically against
oil drilling in Alaska’s Arctic Preserve.

He called Mrs. Stender’s charge
contradictory, indicating that she has
voted along party lines “99.7 percent”
in Trenton. Mrs. Stender’s spokesman,
Michael Pagan, denied that claim and
said the Democrat is “not afraid to
vote against leadership.”

And while Mrs. Stender is con-
vinced President Bush’s relatively low
approval rating, under 40 percent,
could hurt her opponent this go round,
Mr. Ferguson said his constituents
see him as an individual.

“I have a strong record of accom-
plishment to run on,” he said.

Mrs. Stender disagreed. She said
her opponent has not called for “ac-
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SP Dems Seek to Dent
GOP Council Majority

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Democrats seek to break the Repub-
licans’ 5-0 council majority in next
week’s election after a contentious
campaign.

Three of the five council seats will
be up for grabs on Tuesday. Incum-
bent Republicans Nancy Malool and
Carolyn Sorge each seek a second
four-year term, while Rich Duthie
seeks the seat currently held by Coun-
cilman Frank Rossi, who chose not to
run again. Democrats Neal LeStrange,
Kevin Glover and Jeffrey Strauss, all
making their first runs for public of-
fice, challenge the Republicans.

The Democrats have focused their
campaign on what they see as poor
management that has led to higher
municipal property taxes, township
buildings in need of expensive re-
pairs and costly legal expenses. “Our
current local governing body has not
been a good caretaker,” Mr. Glover
said in a September press release.

The Republicans have concentrated
a portion of their campaign on the
development of parks and ball fields
in recent years, as well as the acquisi-
tion of various parcels of open space.
They have pointed to various new
revenue-raising projects, such as the
mini-golf course and the Broadway
age-restricted housing development
that, they claim, will lessen residents’
tax burden.

Three weeks ago, former township
police chief Thomas O’Brien wrote a
letter to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times saying that Mr. LeStrange, who
retired from the police department in
June, had attended the “Good Old
Boys Roundup” — a four-day event in

Tennessee participated in by members
of various law enforcement agencies.
Mr. O’Brien called it “an event with
derogatory racial overtones and had
received national press coverage” in
the 1990s. Mr. LeStrange responded
with a letter calling Mr. O’Brien’s
charges “a desperate attempt by my
opponents to discredit me.”

Democrats opted not to take part in
a candidates debate sponsored by The
Times, stating in a press release that
“given the vicious slander leveled at
one of our candidates and its apparent
source, it is likely that a debate with
the Republicans will only serve as a
platform for a continuation of their
seedy personal attacks.”

Mr. Duthie accused the Democrats
of “thumbing their noses at the good
people of our community” by not
taking part.

Democrats declined to participate
in last night’s question-and-answer ses-
sion sponsored by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Soccer Association to ad-
dress issues regarding field develop-
ment. Democratic Chairman Ken
Lipstein told association president Jim
Fawcett taking part in the session would
violate the association’s bylaws and
endanger the group’s nonprofit status.

Republicans last month accused
the Democrats of planning to dismiss
Township Manager Thomas Atkins if
their three candidates won and took
control of the council. Ms. Malool, in
a press release, said that sources had
told her that, “one of the Democratic
council candidates has been boasting
that if he is elected, Tom Atkins will
be the first to be fired.”

Mr. Lipstein told The Times last
week that Democrats would look “ob-
jectively” at who might be replaced.
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Freeholder Candidates Debate
Budget, Train, Runnells

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Seven candidates for
Union County freeholder debated is-
sues last Wednesday ranging from ris-
ing property taxes to preserving open
space to sharing services with other
towns and other counties to save money.

Democratic incumbent freehold-
ers Al Mirabella of Fanwood, Deborah
Scanlon of Union and Chester Holmes
of Rahway, all seeking their third
three-year term, hope to retain their
party’s 9-0 hold against Republican
challengers Mountainside Council-
man Glenn Mortimer, Westfield busi-
nesswoman Diane Barabas and
former Garwood Councilwoman
Patricia Quattrocchi. Independent
candidate Melvin Cody, a retired
postal worker from Plainfield, also
participated in the almost 90-minute
League of Women Voters forum.

Mr. Mirabella, the board’s current
chairman, said under Democrats, who
have held a majority on the board
since 1997, “nearly 70 miles of roads
and bridges” have been rebuilt and
the county’s crime rate “is down 10
percent over the last [three] years.”

He said the present board supports
a state constitutional convention on
property taxes which, he said, “is the
only true way to achieve true reform.”

Mr. Mirabella said the GOP candi-
dates “lack specific ideas and are
vague and unrealistic on how to ap-
proach long-term tax relief.” He said
Mr. Mortimer has raised taxes every
year he has been a councilman.

Ms. Barabas said her first initiative
as a freeholder would be to “analyze
and investigate Union County’s bur-

geoning budget to evaluate alloca-
tions and contract awards.”

Mr. Mortimer, a realtor, said the
“high cost of property taxes is forcing
[homeowners]” to sell and leave the
area. He said taxes for a “modest starter
home” are “as high as $700 a month.”
He said Mountainside taxes are up 28
percent since 2000, compared to a 51
percent increase in county taxes.

Mrs. Quattrocchi, running for free-
holder for the third consecutive year,
said three of her six children could not
afford to raise their families in Union
County. “Our hardworking families
are financially hemorrhaging…(due
to) runaway spending” by the county,
she said.

Mr. Holmes, a retired Rahway police
officer, said, “As a freeholder, I under-
stand how to move matters forward. It
requires patience and a steady foot.” He
listed Meals on Wheels, the purchase of
the Union County Arts Center by the
county and helping families with col-
lege tuitions as “plain and simple in-
vestments” made by Democrats.

Mrs. Scanlon, a paralegal, said Demo-
crats have preserved 146 acres of open
space including the county’s last work-
ing farm; expanded the Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center and given out
more than $4 million in Kids Recre-
ation Trust Fund grants since 2004.

During the question part of the
forum, candidates were asked about a
possible consolidation of the sheriff’s
and county police departments. Mr.
Mirabella said he would not support
such a change, noting that “there are
very specific duties” for both depart-
ments. He said sheriff’s officers

Kean-Menendez Race Could
Decide Senate GOP Majority

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – New Jersey’s United States
Senate race will have significance in
determining whether Republicans
maintain a majority in the Senate.

Republicans have identified Sen-
ate races in Virginia, Missouri, Ten-
nessee and New Jersey as primary
battleground states. The GOP holds a
55 to 44 advantage in the Senate, with
retiring Vermont Senator Jim Jeffords
the sole Independent Party member.

In New Jersey, the GOP has not
held a seat on the U.S. Senate in 34
years and hasn’t won a statewide vote
in nine, when Christine Todd
Whitman defeated James McGreevey
in the gubernatorial race.

Westfield resident Tom Kean, Jr.,
the GOP’s nominee for U.S. Senate,
is a current state senator, was ap-
pointed to the unexpired term of Ri-
chard Bagger of Westfield in January
2003 and elected to a full term that
November. Prior to that, he held a
seat in the state assembly after re-
placing the late Alan Augustine.

Governor Jon Corzine appointed
Mr. Menendez to fill his vacant U.S.

seat after Mr. Corzine was elected
Governor. Between 1993 and 2006,
Mr. Menendez served as a
represenative of the 13th
congressional district, serving mostly
Hudson County.

The newest New York Times/CBS
News poll shows a 40-percent to 39-
percent advantage for Mr. Menendez,
with an MSNBC poll depicting a 3-
percent cushion, 45-42 percent, for
the incumbent.

The Kean camp points to a
Rasmussen Reports poll showing a
43 to 41 percent edge for Mr. Kean.

Jill Hazelbaker, Mr. Kean’s cam-
paign manager, said, “Tom Kean, Jr.
is on the offensive in this race and will
be New Jersey’s next U.S. Senator.
We have the momentum, the issues
and the people on our side, and we
will continue to bring the message of
no corruption and lower taxes to the
people of New Jersey.”

Concerning recent poll numbers,
she said, “All the polls have the lead
within the margin of error, and this
race will be among the most competi-
tive in the country.”
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Redevelopment Top Issue
In Fanwood Council Debate

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — All four candidates
vying for the two three-year borough
council terms up for grabs on Elec-
tion Day met for a home-stretch de-
bate Monday night.

Co-sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters, the one-
hour debate, carried live on local tele-
vision by TV-35, drew a full crowd to
Borough Hall, where the mayor’s of-
fice and all six council seats are held
by Democrats.

Republicans Richard Alber and
Andrew MacDonald and Democrats
Donna Dolce and David Valian took
turns responding to a series of pre-
selected questions concerning local
issues ranging from downtown rede-

velopment and a proposed Transfer
of Development Rights (TDR) pro-
gram to property taxes, senior ser-
vices and budget topics, among oth-
ers.

Regarding ongoing downtown re-
development efforts, arguably the
campaign’s top issue, Mr. MacDonald
said “very little has been achieved” to
date.

“Nothing ever seems to have got-
ten off the ground,” said Mr.
MacDonald, who served on the bor-
ough council for 12 years in the 1980s
and 1990s and now teaches at the
Marylawn of the Oranges Catholic
high school.

“Holes in the ground for photo
opportunities is not progress,” he
added, referring to two recent
groundbreakings at properties along
South Avenue.

Ms. Dolce, who currently serves as
borough council president and seeks
re-election to a second term, re-
sponded that “there’s actually been
some real progress” in redevelop-
ment. Ms. Dolce, the Chief Executive
Officer of the Westfield-based Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Council,
pointed to two recent property demo-
litions and planning-board consider-
ation of three other redevelopment
proposals.

“We’re not building a playhouse
here; it takes many phases to see
tangible proof that something begins,”

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEBATE...Fanwood Council candidates gather with moderators before the candidates debate on Monday night. Pictured, left
to right, are Rich Alber and Andy MacDonald, Republican candidates, Times reporter Fred Rossi, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Donna Dolce and David Valian, Democratic candidates, George Weiss of TV-35 and League of Women Voters Merry Wisler.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
APPRECIATION FOR SUPPORTING TROOPS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School junior Joe Ellis, a member of the Raider football team, receives an award
from Staff Sergeant Nader Shenouda of the Army National Guard for raising an
equivalent of $10,000 worth of articles (71 pallets) for the troops in Iraq.
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Police Find Molotov
Cocktails At Scotch
Hills Country Club

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
police reported Tuesday that some-
one attempted to ignite Molotov
cocktails at the Scotch Hills Country
Club on Plainfield Avenue Monday
night.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that police responded to a 2:27 a.m.
alarm at which time two officers
found the front glass door to the Pro
Shop smashed and a bottle with a
burnt rag sticking out of it laying on
the floor.

“The bottle was believed to have
contained a flammable substance but
had not fully ignited,” Chief Mahoney
said.

Officers, investigating a “burning”
odor, also found that a lock had been
forced open at a storage shed at the
new miniature golf course at Scotch
Hills. The chief said another bottle
was found but that this time, the rag
sticking out of it was still burning.
“The officers were able to extinguish
that bottle” before it could ignite, he
said.

Chief Mahoney said both bottles
are believed to have contained a “pe-
troleum-based” substance, noting the
substance was sent to a police labora-
tory to determine its origin.

In addition to the Scotch Plains
police officers and the department’s
Detective Bureau, the Union County
Arson Squad, the Union County
Sheriff’s Office, the Sheriff’s K-9
Unit and the Crime Scene Squad re-
sponded to the incident. Westfield
police also responded to the scene,
which borders the town.

“We weren’t able to turn up the
actor,” Chief Mahoney said.

The chief said police have a sur-
veillance video from the Pro Shop
incident. “The video has not been
processed at this point,” he said.

“Obviously, this case is far more
serious than what we are used to
seeing on Mischief Night,” said Chief
Mahoney. “We are investigating it as
a potentially serious matter.”

Chief Mahoney said police are
asking anyone who may have infor-
mation pertaining to the case to call
Detective Sergeant Dennis Murphy
at (908) 322-7100, extension no.
110.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STUCK IN THE WEB…Many residents in Fanwood came out to join the
Halloween parade that was held on Tuesday. Above, residents show off their
costumes.
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Publisher’s Note
Thank you for reading this issue of

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Each year on the Thursday prior

to Election Day, we mail this spe-
cial edition to everyone in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. It contains
information about the candidates
running for local office. We hope
you vote Tuesday, November 7.

For those of you who are not
subscribers, we ask that you be-
come one. We never call to ask.

Thank you to our advertisers and
subscribers, who make this possible.

FACEOFF...State Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D) will challenge incumbent
U.S. Representative Mike Ferguson (R) for the Seventh District Congressional
seat on Tuesday.
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