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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Teammates Thank Ketcham
For All the Great Memories

They came from all over the country to
the tiny little Reformed Church in Kinnelon,
Morris County. “Uncle Joe” Della Badia,
the coach, came down from New Hamp-
shire. Todd Rothbard, the team manager,
made the trip from California. And the
others, Steve McCoy, Dave and Pete
Demarest, Don Mutz, Fred Lieberberg,
John Ricker, all of Johnny Ketcham’s team-
mates and friends from those great WHS
swim teams of the mid-1960s. And so
many others, including Gary and Glen
Kehler, Jim Hely, Lee Hale, swim team-
mates from Wesleyan College and hun-
dreds of his friends from a life well-lived.

It was sad, because to many of those in
attendance, John Ketcham was the em-
bodiment of those dominating WHS teams.
Powerful, perfect technique, humble, intel-
ligent. He would go on to excel at Wesleyan
College, nearly make the Olympic team,
eventually marry Jody Davies, and raise a
family in the woods of northern Morris
County. John Ketcham even helped build
the church in which his funeral was held.

But it was also not a sad occasion. His
friends — including former Pingry star Vic
Pfeiffer, a former Wesleyan teammate —
came to praise John Ketcham, their friend
and their leader, captain of the 1966 WHS
swim team that many consider the state’s
best team ever. There were remembrances
of the great meets against the Princeton and
Yale freshmen, and Lawrenceville Prep,
and the Eastern Interscholastics, which was
the big meet every year for those WHS
teams. And of the time he downed an
“Awful, Awful” at Bond’s in 11 seconds,
just one more record for John.

Rothbard, he of the amazing statistical
memory, recalled the splits of all four swim-
mers on that legendary Ketcham-Dave
Perkowski-Harvey Gerber-Peter Heesch
medley relay — 41 years ago! And he
proudly retold tales of the great 1966 win
over the Princeton freshmen, avenging the
only loss of 1965, when Uncle Joe moved
sprinter Doug McOwen into the backstroke
for a stunning 1-2 finish. John Ketcham
was the 1 in that race.

Mike Ketcham told of when he was 8
and had his backstroke record broken by
6-year-old brother John. “A lifeguard
came up to me and asked me how it felt to
be a has-been. I was 8!” But that would be
a precursor of the rest of their swim
careers, Mike setting the records at the
Westfield Y, Westfield High and
Wesleyan, and John coming along and
breaking them. Mike told of his last meet-
ing with John before cancer beat him,
and how Mike, the older brother, couldn’t
help crying and how John whispered in
his ear, “It’s OK, bro, it’s OK.”

(By far the tallest person in attendance
was 7-0, 270-pound Michael Olowokandi.
The 7-foot, 270-pounder is a center on the
Boston Celtics, and a former (1998) No. 1
draft pick in the NBA by the L.A. Clip-
pers. He is married to John Ketcham’s
daughter from his first marriage.)

And as the late morning turned into
mid-afternoon in the beautiful lake-filled
countryside, the members of one of the
great athletic teams New Jersey has ever
seen said one last good-bye to their friend,
and headed back to their lives, richer for

the memories.
TRIATHLON ALERT

The Westfield Hi-Tri will be held Satur-
day, June 10, at Memorial Pool. The event,
presented by the Westfield Triathlon Club,
will benefit Camp Fatima, New Jersey’s
only all-volunteer one-to-one camp for
children aged 5-19 with cognitive, intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities. The
30-year-old camp is a not-for-profit orga-
nization and uses fund-raisers such as the
Hi-Tri to provide special week-long expe-
riences to its campers free of charge. For
more information visit their website at
www.campfatimanj.com.

The triathlon includes a 300-meter
swim, a technical slalom obstacle course
for biking, and a two-mile run on road
and a gravel trail. The entry fees (add $5
after June 3 and on race day) are $30 for
18-and-under, $35 for 19-22 and $40 for
23-and-over. For more information, con-
tact WHS senior-to-be Kylie Fraser at
908.232.3802 or skf729@aol.com.

BASEBALL UPDATE
Two plays turned the tide for WHS in

Saturday night’s 9-0 victory over defend-
ing champion Roselle Catholic in the
UCT baseball final. First was in the sec-
ond inning, after Tom Ricciuti walked
and stole second. With none out, coach
Bob (Big Bang) Brewster had Alex Zierler
lay down a bunt. The ball was thrown
away at third and rolled all the way into
the leftfield corner as both Ricciuti and
Zierler raced home. (And somewhere
Norm Koury’s sneer turned to a smile.) A
couple innings later, Roselle Catholic
had two men on and none out, and their
crowd was really getting into it. As the
batter faked a bunt, catcher Mike Murray
took the pitch and fired to second base,
where Ricciuti had sneaked in behind the
runner to get a huge out. Talk about
taking the wind out of somebody’s bal-
loon. And of course there was the pitch-
ing of lefty Craig Ellis, who struck out 10
(seemed like more) and walked six
(seemed like more) but always seemed in
control. He is only the second WHS lefty
(Brian Ciemniecki in 1996 was the first)
to win the title game for the 12-time
champion Blue Devils.

The quest for a state title begins tomor-
row when always-tough Watchung Hills
comes to Edison Intermediate to play the
Devils in their North 2 Group 4
quarterfinal. With a win, WHS could
either be home or at Bayonne for the
semifinal next Tuesday.

SOFTBALL UPDATE
WHS had its chances in the UCT semi-

finals last Saturday but was never able to
pull the trigger, falling to Cranford, 2-0.
Lindsay Brown pitched a strong game and
the Blue Devils have to feel confident as
the state tournament begins (they opened
Tuesday at Union). In the other county
semifinal, there was a WHS connection to
Governor Livingston’s 1-0, 12-inning vic-
tory over SP-F. Lauren Hauser, whose
mom Kathy is a WHS Phys Ed teacher and
former girls basketball coach, scored the
winning run on a single by Kerry Havas,
whose dad John was a WHS baseball
standout in 1971 and ’72.

This spring, for the fourth consecutive

spring, the shortstop at Mendham High
School is Devin Davies, whose dad
Dwight (’64) was a fine quarterback-
shortstop at WHS. Devin was also a mem-
ber of Mendham’s state champion tennis
team last fall.

LACROSSE UPDATE
The WHS boys lacrosse team had lost

to Ridgewood 12 straight times before
ending the drought a week ago Saturday.
Prior to that 15-10 victory, in which jun-
ior Ryan Yarusi (playing despite two ham-
string injuries) passed the 100-point mark
for his career, WHS hadn’t won against
the Maroon since 1995. That year, a
WHS team led by high-scoring Ed Joffe
and star goalie Mike Abeles won 12-6 in
the regular season and 10-9 in the first
round of the state tournament. Dave
Schaller, Ethan Marsh and Liam
Wertheimer were other standouts on that
WHS club, which went 16-5.

Former WHS football/wrestling/la-
crosse standout Ken Marsh (Class of ’90)
is the coach of the Ridge lacrosse team
(15-3) that is top-seeded in Group 3. With
WHS seeded third (facing the Howell-
Vernon winner tomorrow at Kehler Sta-
dium in their first state match), a meeting
with Ridge in the sectional final is pos-
sible. Marsh is married and living in
Chester (his best man, by the way, was
current WHS wrestling coach Glen Kurz).

GOLF UPDATE
Despite massive graduation losses, the

WHS golf team has kept right on ticking.
Coach John Turnbull’s club recently won
the Watchung Conference and Union
County championships, and finished fourth
in the North Jersey sectional. Jimmy Arbes,
the team’s lone senior, was medalist at the
county and conference matches, despite
battling back problems recently.

But depth is what wins these meets,
and Westfield has it … again … some-
how. “I was talking online with one of
last year’s golfers, and he said, ‘Where
did these guys come from?’” Turnbull
said. “These guys were mostly jayvees
last year, but they’re getting their chance
and they’re doing the job.”

At the county meet, WHS won by 11
strokes over Oratory Prep (which got an
82 from Westfield resident Ryan Cockren).
After Arbes’ 75, Dan Liebowitz shot 78,
Nick LiVolsi 81, Tim Jacob 84 and Adam
Becker 85. Liebowitz and LiVolsi are
sophomores, Jacob and Becker juniors.

HITTING THE BOOKS
Congratulations to Jeff Perrella, Kris

Fietkiewicz and Pat Daurio, who were
recently honored as scholar-athletes.
Perrella and Fietkiewicz were WHS’s
Union County Scholar-Athletes, and
Perrella was named the county’s scholar-
athlete of the year. Daurio was honored
this past Sunday at the 13th NJSIAA
Scholar-Athlete luncheon in Edison.

NO HIGH FIVES
There is no Top Five this week. But

they will return next week, with the top
five WHS athletic families.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scholas-
tic sports season. Contact us with com-
ments, suggestions, story ideas or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

ROWBOTHAM WINS THREE, PERRELLA WINS 1600, 3200

Raider Boys Clinch UCT Title
Despite Delay in Long Jump

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider Kyle Rowbotham won three
events to help the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys track
and field team clinch the Union
County championship with a domi-
nating 96.5 total at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield on May 20. Due to a
tear in the launch point of the run-
way, the long jump event had been
suspended until May 23.

When the long jump was com-
pleted, the Raiders finished with 100.5
points,  Rahway was second at 75.5,
Westfield was fourth at 53 and Union
Catholic was fifth at 44.5. Blue Devil
Rich Scialabba took third in the event
with a leap of 21’0.75” followed by
Rowbotham at 20’9” and Blue Devil
Marcus Allen Graham at 20’6.5”.

Rowbotham’s first victory came
in the triple jump on May 19 when
he broke his own meet record of
44’5.25” with a distance of 46’0.5”.

Roselle’s Rahdel Savage was sec-
ond at 44’2.5” and Raider Nehemiah

Burney-Porter placed fourth with a
personal-best 42’5.75”.

“Kyle led from first jump to the
end, which is great,” said Raider Head
Coach Rich McGriff. “What was great
about Kyle was Savage jumped a
jump that was about one inch right
behind him then Kyle goes from 44-
10 to 46 and a half inch. He re-
sponded when Savage came up close
to him. It’s working out pretty well as
far as we planned.”

Next, Rowbotham nipped
Rahway’s Dan Greene for first in the
110-hurdles, both with a time of 14.6.
Burney-Porter crossed third at 14.8
followed by Tom Pennella at 15.2.
Rowbotham then crossed in 56.5 to
win the 400-intermediate hurdles fol-
lowed by Blue Devil Tyler Maccubbin
at 57.2. Maccubbin also took second
in the high jump with a clearance of
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YARUSI NETS THREE GOALS, 1 ASSIST

Blue Devil Laxmen Skin
Summit for UCT Crown

It took four years but the Westfield
High School boys lacrosse team fi-
nally defeated the top-seeded Sum-
mit Hilltoppers for the Union County
Tournament championship with a 10-
9 triumph at Tatlock Field in Summit
on May 22. The seventh-ranked 13-4
Hilltoppers had defeated Westfield in
all three previous title games.

Midway through the season, the
10-6 Blue Devils were hovering
around the .500 mark, being on the
short side of several close games,
before they turned their season around
beginning in the second half of the
Randolph game on April 22. Their
momentum continued and reached a
high point on May 13 with a 15-10
victory over fourth-ranked
Ridgewood. The Blue Devils then
wobbled AL Johnson, 15-8, in the
UCT semifinals, getting five goals
from Mike Bialick and three from
Chris Mattes.

With hungry appetites for the sweet
taste of victory, the Blue Devils car-
ried the attack immediately to
Hilltopper turf and grabbed a four-
goal lead by halftime. Junior
midfielder Ryan Yarusi led the charge
and scored all three of his goals in the
half. He also had an assist.

The Hilltoppers answered with
goals from Kevin Feeney (4 goals on

the day), Rob Hillenbrand and Kyle
Mahoney to narrow the gap to 9-7 by
the end of the third quarter.
Hillenbrand fired in another goal to
make the score 9-8 with six minutes
remaining but Blue Devil junior Joey
Simone bounced in a goal a minute
later. With time running out, Blue
Devil Tom Bottini scooped a loose
ball to keep the Hilltoppers from gain-
ing possession in time.

CRANFORD $479,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $549,000

WESTFIELD $429,000 WESTFIELD $1,350,000

WESTFIELD $679,000

WESTFIELD $349,900

Classic Colonial!  Period details with arched doorways, leaded glass
and parquet floors will greet you in the foyer of this 4 Bedroom
Colonial.  Renovated Kitchen with breakfast nook, 140’ private yard.
Recent updates.  Near train.

Charming Colonial in move-in condition includes 3 Bedrooms, 1.5
baths, Living Room with fireplace, Dining Room and Eat-In Kitchen,
full finished basement with Recreation Room, newer roof, siding
and windows.  Close to town and transportation.  A must see!

Lovely Colonial with traditional charm, Living Room with corner
fireplace, Formal Dining Room with French door to sun-filled den,
Eat-In Kitchen, 1.5 baths, nice-sized rooms, walk-up attic and de-
lightful yard.

Stunning Victorian nestled on almost a half acre of beautifully land-
scaped grounds.  Includes 5 Bedrooms, 4 full baths, 1st floor Family
Room addition, architectural details, CAC, 3-car garage and is close
to town, transportation and schools.

Award winning Trinity Gardens Condo.  This lovely 1 Bedroom
with hardwood flooring, French door to deck and patio area, 2001
Kitchen with custom milled cabinetry, granite countertops and a
2001 bath.

Charming English Colonial!  Move right into this pristine home
with chestnut trim, hardwood floors, 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, porch,
den and Recreation Room.  Updates include Kitchen, roof, furnace,
CAC, electric, baths, fence and more.  Close to NYC transportation.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND IN THE HIGH JUMP…Blue Devil Tyler Maccubbin cleared 5’10” to
place second in the high jump.

Karen Clarkson (Karen@ClarksonPhotos.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT BOYS LAX CHAMPS…The Blue Devil boys lacrosse team defeated
Summit, 10-9, to win the Union County championship.


