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By Patricia Quattrocchi, Candidate for Freeholder

County Residents Want to See
Property Tax Relief, Not Just Talk

The number one issue in last year’s
gubernatorial campaign was property
taxes, and, according to the director of the
Monmouth University Polling Institute,
the lack of any forthcoming relief is a key
factor in our governor’s slumping ap-
proval ratings. It seems that 84 percent of
voters polled said that property tax re-
form proposals during last year’s cam-
paign season proved to be “more talk than
action.” New Jersey residents have been
pushed to the limit of their pocketbook’s
endurance and, in some cases, are consid-
ering selling their homes and moving out
of the state to escape the highest property
taxes in the country.

Though I try not to give too much
credence to polls, there was one earlier
this year that bears paying attention to. A
Quinnipiac University poll’s results re-
leased in January of this year showed that
some 92 percent of New Jersey voters say
that the state is facing a serious budget
problem this year. A majority of voters
say they would rather cut services than
raise taxes to reduce the projected budget
deficit. It would seem that folks would
rather be able to stay in the old homestead
with less help and interference from gov-
ernment, this makes sense, but is anybody
listening?

Here in Union County, our Board Cho-
sen of Freeholders is getting ready to
approve this year’s budget of over $410
million, which will increase the tax levy
on real estate owned by the residents to 50

percent since the year 2000. I came to the
realization while reviewing county spend-
ing over the years that part of the problem
is that the county government is attempt-
ing to be all things to all people. What has
gotten lost somewhere along the line is
the purpose that county government is
meant to serve. That purpose is to ensure
the health, welfare and safety of the resi-
dents. Somehow they have managed to
insinuate themselves into our lives in
areas that they quite honestly do not need
to be, and we are paying for it dearly.

A starting point to manage revenues
would be to seriously consider Zero Based
Budgeting, a system that simply provides
for necessary services first and the frills
later, much like one would do at home.
Providing a means to see where the money
is actually going would probably be an
eye opener to those who insist that there
is no wasteful spending on the part of
county government. For example, tele-
communications has been brought to light
this week as the Freeholders enter into an
agreement to provide internet service
between county offices via a fiber optic
network. I can only hope that this maneu-
ver will save some money, as the total
cost of telecommunications, which in-
cludes cell phones, pagers, Blackberrys
and telephone service, was over $7 mil-
lion in 2005, or an average of $2,349 per
employee. Looks like someone went over
their minutes.

I challenge the tax payers to look around
and think hard about just what they get
from a county government, which spends
over $1 million a day. Where does all the
money go? The Republican candidates
for Union County Freeholder believe that
your tax dollars are being wasted on high
salaries for administrators, that there are
too many chiefs getting cars, cell phones
and Blackberrys, and that is taking away
from fulfilling the needs of the residents
such as making much needed and timely
repairs to county roads, thus ensuring
your safety. We believe that it is time that
these Freeholders start to “walk the walk
and not just talk the talk.”

To learn more about us and where your
money is going, contact the Union County
GOP at (908) 789-0200 or
info@unioncountgop.org.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEWLY OPENED…The Garwood Free Public Library held its grand reopening
on April 29 at 411 Third Avenue. The library, attached to the Lincoln School, was
previously located at the Franklin School, which was torn down last year. Please
see related story on page 3.

MS Resident Graduates
Basic Combat Training

MOUNTAINSIDE — Army Reserve
Pfc. Courtney B. Grillot has graduated
from basic combat training at Fort Jack-
son, Columbia, SC.

During the nine weeks of training, the
soldier studied the Army mission, his-
tory, tradition and core values, physical
fitness, and received instruction and prac-
tice in basic combat skills, military weap-
ons, chemical warfare and bayonet train-
ing, drill and ceremony, marching, rifle
marksmanship, armed and unarmed com-
bat, map reading, field tactics, military
courtesy, military justice system, basic
first aid, foot marches and field training
exercises.

Ms. Grillot graduated in 2000 from
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights. She is the daughter of
Cindi Kutsop of Mountainside.

Legislative News: Fuels,
Hallucinogens, Pollutants

Fuel Efficient Cars
Sales Tax Exemption

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21) is the Republican prime sponsor
of Environmental Auto Bill A3193
which would eliminate the sales tax
on fuel-efficient cars. All hybrid ve-
hicles, as well as non-hybrid fuel
efficient vehicles with a gas mileage
of 35 or more miles per gallon, would
qualify for the sales tax exemption.

The assemblyman met with Demo-
cratic prime sponsor Asm. Lou Manzo
(D-31) to discuss the strategy of mov-
ing this bill through the legislature.

Hallucinogenic Herb
Assembly members Linda Stender

(D-22), Jack Conners (D-Camden)
and Herb Conaway (D-Burlington)
have introduced legislation to outlaw
salvia divinorum and its hallucino-
genic chemical extract-selvinorin A.

Delaware Senator Karen Peterson
sponsored similar legislation when a
17-year-old Delaware youth used

salvia before committing suicide ear-
lier this year.

Pollutants
A resolution sponsored by Senator

Nicholas Scutari (D-22) passed from
the full Senate last week urging the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to rescind proposed
changes in the Emergency Commu-
nity Planning and Right-to-Know Act.

According to a press release from
the Senator, standards from 20 years
ago involve notifying the public about
the pollutants and toxic materials that
industrial plants produce.

Resolution SR-36 is concerned with
the Toxic Release Inventory (TRI)
portion of the Right-to-Know Act.
Under TRI, companies are required
to provide the public with detailed
reports on more than 600 designated
toxic chemicals released into the en-
vironment.

Currently, the reporting threshold
is set at 500 pounds released per year.
The EPA’s proposed change would
raise that threshold to 5,000 pounds a
year.

Sen. Scutari stated that this change
would exempt more than 23,000 fa-
cilities, many of which are located in
New Jersey, from having to publicly
disclose the toxic chemicals they re-
lease into the environment.

Project Graduation
Seeks Sponsors

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club of
Westfield, the Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion and the Westfield Recreation Com-
mission have, for the past 17 years, orga-
nized and hosted a commencement party
for Westfield High School graduating
seniors. The event, held at the Ricochet
Racquet Club in South Plainfield, has
protected thousands of children by pro-
viding a safe, all-night, alcohol-and drug-
free celebration. Usually 90 percent of
the graduating class attends “the BASH.”

Now, the organizers are offering other
local businesses and organizations an op-
portunity to participate in the sponsorship
of what has over the years become a
prized local event. Corporate donations
of $500 or more to Project Graduation
will earn prominent display of a
corporation’s name on promotional ma-
terials distributed for the BASH, as well
as display at the event space and in the
event program that is shared with parents
and students. This sponsorship opportu-
nity gives local businesses another valu-
able means to demonstrate their ties to the
community and to earn customer loyalty.

Project Graduation/BASH requires
hundreds of hours of volunteerism, as
well as the funding of thousands of dol-
lars of expenses for bus and facility rental,
food, entertainment, prizes and security.
The graduating seniors and their parents
appreciate and remember the community
support received on this very special day
in the life of every local family.

Interested organizations should con-
tact Jay Boyle at (908) 232-8977 for more
information on sponsorship support.

WHS Class of 1936 To
Hold 70th Reunion

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Class of 1936 will hold their 70th
Reunion luncheon on Friday, June 9 at
12:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in
Clark, exit 135 of the Garden State Park-
way.

A block of rooms at the hotel will be
held for out of town classmates under the
name of Westfield High School at a spe-
cial rate of $99 per night. The sixth-floor
hotel hospitality room will be available
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

The cost of the luncheon is $25 includ-
ing tip and other expenses. Checks should
be sent to Dan F. Sweet, Reunion, 275
Piscassic Road, Newfields, NH 03856,
by June 1.

Sherl Brand Named CEO at
State Home Care Association
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ECHO Outdoor

Power Equipment

• Trimmers

• Chain Saws

• Blowers

• Hedge Trimmers

• Power Pruners
www.etpetersen.com

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

MEMORIAL DAY SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 05/31/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

When the first guest arrives you should decant this.  One of the great grapes of
the Central European Plain, Silvia Prieler masterfully blends traditional wine
wisdom with pristine modern technology.  Blackberry, spice and a lovely light

fresh forest note all come in a wine that is big but still elegant.
Please pass the burgers, ribs and steaks.Please pass the burgers, ribs and steaks.Please pass the burgers, ribs and steaks.Please pass the burgers, ribs and steaks.Please pass the burgers, ribs and steaks.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$53.99 1.75L
$56.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Prieler Blaufrankisch
Johanneshohe  $23.99

Poggio alle Sughere Morellino di
Scansano  $14.99

Jean Rosen Pinot Blanc  $8.99
A great lighter and cleaner alternative to most similarly
priced Chardonnay.  Crisp apple and pear notes, with
some mineral floral.  Light the grill, go for the veggie
plate and dip.  This is among the best of Alsace’s inex-
pensive whites.  Have a toast to General Lafayette.

Rich, dense and full.  Almost shocking in the blossom
intensity of the nose.  When the melon wrapped in
proscuitto comes out and the meat goes on the grill,
reach for this and all the peach, pear, nectarine and hon-
eydew on its’ palate.

Garretson Viognier  $22.99

Just when the first Italian sausages are ready, you
should pour a glass of this.  It will work with either
the sweet or hot sausage.  Medium bodied and filled
with blackberry and dark cherry fruit.  The tannins
are rounded and polished.  Plenty of spice capacity
and that long lingering finish.

Sherl Brand

PRINCETON JUNCTION —
Sherl Brand of Westfield was ap-
pointed President and CEO of the
Home Care Association of New Jer-
sey. She replaces
Carol Kientz, who is
retiring after 16 years
as Executive Director
of the statewide asso-
ciation for home care
and hospice agencies.

Wayne Whelan, the
association’s Board
Chairman said, “We
look forward to work-
ing with Sherl Brand,
who has shown
throughout her career
the leadership that can
assist the association
to continue its mission
to promote safe, qual-
ity home care to the residents of New
Jersey.”

Mrs. Brand, 43, most recently Di-
rector of National Accounts for
Bayada Nurses in Parsippany, is a
long-time association board member
and past President. She has spent 15
years in the home care industry, and
has worked as a nurse on the clinical
side and in case management since
1986. She was named the association’s
Member of the Year in 2000.

“I am honored to work with the
association as we continue to repre-
sent home care providers, workers
and the clients we serve as the voice
for home care in New Jersey,” she
said. “I want to ensure that legislators
and regulators recognize home care
as a vital part of the health care con-
tinuum, and that we always have a
place at the table where key decisions
are being made.”

Mrs. Brand was chairperson of the
association’s Legislative Committee.
She was instrumental in the 1999
passage of a rate increase for the state
Medicaid-funded Personal Care As-
sistant Program (PCA), which pro-
vides over a million visits a month to
an estimated 17,000 consumers who
might otherwise require nursing home
care. Former Governor Christine
Whitman appointed her to the state’s
Task Force on Affordability and Ac-
cessibility of Health Care.

Mrs. Brand has advocated for home
health care in both Washington D.C.
and Trenton, having also been active

in the National Association for Home
Care & Hospice (NAHC). She pres-
ently serves on NAHC’s Managed
Care Task Force.

A lifelong resident
of Westfield, where
she lives with her hus-
band Owen and two
sons, she has played
an active role in her
community. She has
served as a member
of the board of direc-
tors of Westfield
United Way, New Jer-
sey Connect, Junior
League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield, New Jer-
sey Association for
Continuity of Care
(NJACC) and Free-
man Apartments (af-

fordable and accessible housing for
the disabled).

There are approximately 400 li-
censed home care agencies in New
Jersey. More than 74,000 home care
visits are made every day in the state,
with more than 150,000 people in
New Jersey annually using Medicare,
Medicaid, state and privately-funded
home care services for both acute and
chronic care needs.

 National Energy and
Fuel Research Urged
WASHINGTON – United States Sena-

tor Robert Menendez (D-NJ) calls for a
major investment in the research, devel-
opment, and production of alternative
energy vehicles, fuels, and technologies
intended to break the nation’s addiction
to foreign oil. The senator hopes that
America will be energy independent by
the year 2020 by committing to new tech-
nologies, alternative energies, and by in-
creasing efficiency standards.

He espouses increasing number of al-
ternative fuel vehicles,  reducing depen-
dence on fossil fuels, reducing depen-
dence on foreign oil, level the playing
field for new renewable and energy effi-
cient technologies and increased fuel ef-
ficiency standards.

Senator Menendez called for an Apollo-
style project to establish America’s inde-
pendence from foreign oil. He stated that
throughout the 20th century, America
harnessed its unique spirit of innovation
and strength of character to defeat fas-
cism, put a man on the moon and win the
cold war. He urged a similar national
commitment to energy development.


