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POLICE BLOTTER

PURPLE PARADE…Third-grade students from Scotch Plain’s Evergreen El-
ementary School observe Think Purple week, an annual event, which teaches
students about the potential dangers of alcohol, drugs and drug abuse. The
student body held a Purple Parade Mini Walk-a-thon in which their parents
sponsored them and raised more than $180 for D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance
Education) with the help of Officer Jerry Brown.

VARIETY SHOW…Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains held its annual
variety show last month. Many parent sponsors, students and a committee led by
Brunner parent Rose Hubbard worked for months to put on a show packed with
more than 30 original acts. The theme of this year’s show was Brunner Kids Club,
modeled after the 1950’s Mickey Mouse Club. The photo shown is the finale, which
included all grade level participants, from Pre-K through fourth grade.

Erratum
A page 10 article in last week’s

issue of TheScotch Plains-Fanwood
Times  incorrectly stated that Frank
E. Dann, Jr. “resigned” as director of
the county’s department of engineer-
ing and public works. Mr. Dann re-
tired.

The headline in the article incor-
rectly stated that there was “illegal
dumping” at the county-owned
Houdaille Quarry in Springfield. The
finding of 13,000 tons of contami-
nated soil at the Houdaille Quarry in
Springfield is under “administrative
review” by the county.

would consist of extensive text mate-
rials covering everything from geol-
ogy and soil types to air quality, local
streams and other bodies of water –
and updated, detailed maps.

“The maps kind of put everything
all together,” said Mr. Szelc, who adds
that the Environmental Resources In-
ventory is expected to be incorporated
into the borough’s Master Plan when it
is updated several years from now. Mr.
Szelc said the Master Plan includes a
“conservation element,” but he said it
is less comprehensive than the inven-
tory currently being prepared.

Fanwood’s new Environmental Re-
sources Inventory will build on the
foundation of two previous documents
and incorporate the best elements of
both; the borough’s first was done by
the Environmental Commission in
1976, and it was updated, primarily by
a grant-funded consultant, in 1991.

“In 1976, they listed open space in
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FW Environmental Inventory
the document, but the 1991 document
didn’t and, interestingly enough, that is
one of the charges to an Environmental
Commission that’s actually specified
under state law,” Mr. Szelc said.

The updated inventory will include
a new chapter on open space, as well
as other new chapters on “key” local
issues including the downtown rede-
velopment area and the pilot transfer
development rights (TDR) program.

Sometime this summer, the Envi-
ronmental Commission plans to for-
mally submit the final version of the
document to the mayor and council;
additional copies will go to other bor-
ough officials and the planning board,
as well as to the municipal library and
any interested local organizations.

The project is being coordinated
with the Mendham-based Associa-
tion of New Jersey Environmental
Commissions (ANJEC), which pro-
vided an underwriting grant.

“We’re also going to have the Envi-
ronmental Resources Inventory avail-
able on a computer disc, so that it will
be easier to access for future up-
dates,” said Mr. Szelc, crediting com-
mission member Gayle Steinfeld with
taking on the challenging task of tran-
scribing the old 1991 document.

Mr. Szelc said that there is still time
for residents to provide input or share
any insights or unique information
about Fanwood’s environment. Mes-
sages can be dropped off in the
Commission’s Borough Hall mail-
box or sent via e-mail to
Environ@VisitFanwood.com.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 17, a resident of Ever-

green Boulevard reported that a neighbor
knocked on her door and demanded money.
Police are investigating the incident.

Thursday, May 18, a resident of Ram-
bling Drive reported that someone smashed
his mailbox with a baseball bat.

Saturday, May 20, a customer of a Park
Avenue restaurant said that someone
opened his car and removed his radio. The
radio was valued at $500.

Saturday, May 20, a resident of Moun-
tain Avenue reported that his cell phone
was taken from his gym bag. The cell
phone was valued at $200.

Saturday, May 20, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that sometime smashed a
light post at the end of his driveway.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 16, David D. Parker, 41,

of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road at North Av-
enue for a no bail warrant out of Union
County.

Tuesday, May 16, Dantes J. Carmant,
34, of Hillside was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Wilingboro fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Morse
Avenue at Westfield Road.

Tuesday, May 16, Malik C. Harris, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active
Plainfield warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue at Martine
Avenue.

Tuesday, May 16, Bryan T. Busardo,
35, of Clark was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road at South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 16, Shawn M. Mayerik,
29, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS). He was also charged
with two counts of possession of a CDS,
possession with intent to distribute, pos-
session of a CDS within 1,000 feet of a
school and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was also charged with an outstand-
ing warrant out of Cranford. The arrest
followed a motor vehicle stop on Westfield
Road at Sun Valley Road.

Monday, May 22, John P. Fuchs, 24, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Rahway following a motor
vehicle stop on south Avenue and Fifth
Street.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 16, Bennie Asberry, 47,

of Newark was arrested at the Essex County
jail for an outstanding warrant in the amount
of $1,137.

Tuesday, May 16, Rose Powell, 57, of
Plainfield was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department for an outstanding war-
rant in the amount of $500.

Friday, May 19, Luis Velez, 23, of Eliza-

beth was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 for an outstanding
Elizabeth warrant.

Saturday, May 20, Maite Aquino, 23, of
West Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an unregistered
vehicle violation on Cornell Parkway and
was subsequently arrested and charged for
driving with a suspended license. She was
also charged with an outstanding warrant
out of New Brunswick in the amount of
$350.

Sunday, May 21, a patron of a Route 22
catering hall, reported his vehicle’s driver
side door lock had been pried open and the
plastic piece surrounding the lock was
missing. The victim reported that the con-
tents of his glove compartment were thrown
about the passenger seat. A piece of a
broken compact disk was also found on the
seat, which reportedly did not belong to the
victim. Further investigation revealed fin-
gerprints on the passenger side interior
window.

Police said registration and insurance
cards were reported missing.

Westfield
Tuesday, May 16, Edward Foote, 40, of

Scotch Plains was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department on two traffic warrants,
including one from Westfield, for $1,000,
and another from Scotch Plains, for $964.
Foote was turned over by Westfield au-
thorities to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, May 16, Allan Slavik, 32, of
Cranford was arrested in the 300 block of
Myrtle Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Tuesday, May 16, Todd Aurand, 28, of
Cranford was arrested in the 500 block of
Trinity Place on an outstanding $500 crimi-
nal warrant issued by Cranford. Aurand
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, May 17, police received a
report of a burglary and attempted theft
involving a motor vehicle at the south side
Westfield train station parking lot. One or
more unknown suspects broke out one of
the vehicle’s windows. Pry marks were
found around the vehicle’s radio, which
had been partially pulled out of its brack-
ets.

Wednesday, May 17, Breyon Williams,
18, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop in the 200 block of
North Avenue, East, on a traffic warrant
out of Roselle. He was released after post-
ing $254 bail.

Saturday, May 20, Noel Pringle, 36, of
Linden was arrested at the intersection of
South and Windsor Avenues on an out-
standing warrant out of Perth Amboy. Bail
was set at $120, and Pringle was released
after it was posted.

“I am happy that the county is
working with the community – this is
a positive step,” he said.

The committee will continue to
meet in the future to finalize recom-
mendations to the county for the Pon-
derosa Farm property.

“We will probably meet three or
four times before reaching a final
opinion on what we feel the county
should embark on,” Mr. Zazalli said.
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Ponderosa

control the types of businesses that
go there.” Without some type of down-
town manager to recruit businesses—
as was envisioned under the Special
Improvement District (SID) proposal
that was rejected by the council two
years ago in the face of opposition
from downtown property owners—
“you’re just hoping that someone
comes in” to a new building, Mrs.
Malool said. She said that “the mere
presence” of a new building “doesn’t
mean Starbucks is coming here.”

She also noted that the re-zoning
and development of the property
would result in at least 37 parking
spaces being eliminated from the
municipal parking lot, which she said
would exacerbate parking problems
in the downtown business district.

Three zoning committee mem-
bers—Board Chairwoman Maria
Sartor, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato and Mike Michalisin—fa-
vored the rezoning, with Mr.
Michalisin calling the property “dead
land” that is neither aesthetically
pleasing nor providing the township
with any revenue. He called rezoning
“the most prudent thing to do.”

Mrs. Coronato said such a move
would “encourage other downtown
businesses to upgrade their proper-
ties.” Addressing Mrs. Malool’s con-
cern about parking, she said that
“we’re a long way off before we have
to worry about a parking problem” in
the downtown area.

Before other board members dis-
cussed the rezoning recommendation,
former Mayor Joan Papen said she
didn’t know why downtown Scotch
Plains “should aim to become a mini-
city like Cranford or Westfield.” She
said it would be “a bad mistake” to
rezone the hedge property.

Bob LaCosta, a non-voting mem-
ber of the subcommittee, said that in
rezonings in past years, “we knew
what we were getting,” pointing to
the Broadway redevelopment, the
senior-citizen housing complex and
the Sterling Chase housing develop-
ment. “We need to have a plan in
place” before rezoning the hedge
property, he said.

He also said that “once you lose
parking, you lose it forever.”

Mr. Michalisin countered, saying
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SP Planning Board
that studies found that 72 percent of
the parking spaces in the 150-space
municipal lot were utilized during
peak periods, so a 37-space loss would
not necessarily be detrimental. He
said that “it (parking) would be a
pleasant problem” to have, noting
that tight parking hasn’t negatively
affected business in downtown
Westfield.

A majority of the nine-member
board said that rezoning the property
would be premature. Ken Greenman
cited the rejection of the SID in 2004
and said that decision “put a big ob-
stacle in our ability to control what
might go there.”

After more than an hour of discus-
sion, five members—Alice Agran,
Joseph Doyle, Mrs. Malool, Mr.
Greenman and Mr. LaCosta—voted
to deny the rezoning while Marc
Ginsberg joined Mrs. Sartor, Mrs.
Coronato and Mr. Michalisin in fa-
voring the recommendation.

FW Recreation Director
Caminiti to Step Down

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After serving nine
years on the Fanwood Recreation
Commission and the past two as the
director, Linda Caminiti has an-
nounced her resignation. She plans to
step down September 1 or sooner if
the borough hires a replacement be-
fore then.

Mrs. Caminiti, in an e-mail to
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough clerk’s office, which she read
at Tuesday evening’s Recreation
Commission meeting at LaGrande
Park, said her job “has grown and
expanded immensely.” She empha-
sized that a promotion at her full-
time job at The Chelsea would make
the added recreation director job im-
possible.

“I will no longer have the time nor
the focus to perform those duties,”
Mrs. Caminiti said. “I look forward
to serving the community of
Fanwood, a town I love, in another
capacity.”

The Recreation Commission and
the borough are expected to ad-
vertise and recruit to fill the part-
time vacancy after reviewing and
updating the formal job descrip-
tion.

Councilman Joseph Higgins, who
serves as the mayor and council’s
liaison to the panel, suggested that
the director’s job description re-
view be conducted in step with a
review of the fee structure for orga-
nizations renting buildings at
LaGrande and Forest Road parks
facilities.

The fee structure issue was a sub-
ject of extended discussion and de-
bate at the commission’s Tuesday
night meeting, with members citing
a significant increase in the use of
both buildings by a growing number
of organizations and individuals,
some of them holding elaborate par-
ties.

“We don’t have tight control over
the usage of the buildings,” said
Chairperson Pamela Sayles, who
added that the borough might want
to consider taking a more central
role.

Ultimately, the commission de-
cided to support a proposal that
would allow local service and chari-
table organizations to use both park
buildings free of charge. All other
local and non-local organizations and
clubs would have to pay $15 to use
the Forest Road Park facility (it
would cost $50 to use the building’s
kitchen).

Also under this proposal, use of
the LaGrande building would be
free of charge for these same
groups. In addition, the commis-
sion plans to take steps to desig-
nate the Forest Road Park building
for parties and larger meetings,
while LaGrande would be the place
to hold smaller meetings of less
than 45 people.

Councilman Higgins indicated that
the proposal would have to be for-
mally reviewed and approved by the
mayor and council. The issue is ex-
pected to be considered at an upcom-
ing meeting.

In other business, the commission
indicated that plans are on schedule
for an August 1 start of major reno-
vations and reconfigurations of
LaGrande Park’s ball fields. Coun-
cilman Higgins indicated that the
borough is trying to plan a neighbor-
hood meeting to brief local residents
about the scope and timeline of the
project.

Also, with summer just weeks away,
the commission took the wraps off of
this year’s busy summer program and
released its annual summer recreation
flyer.

Included are the traditional sum-
mer camp program, sports camps,
junior tennis lessons and four new
offerings. These include: Exploring
Italy, Kitchen Club, Fun with Pic-
tures and a sports program for kids
from three to five years old.

For more information about
Fanwood’s summer recreation pro-
grams, Commission member Bob
Budiansky encourages residents to
check out www.visitfanwood.com/
recreation, where he plans to post the
entire summer flyer. Residents can
also call the borough at (908) 889-
2080.

is $5.15 per hour. New Jersey’s mini-
mum wage was raised to $6.15 last
fall and will increase to $7.15 on
October 1.

The FLSA requires that employees
be paid minimum wage for every
hour they work. The law also requires
employers to maintain accurate time
and payroll records.

Mr. Hoinowski told The Leader
that the department’s information is
false. Mr. Hoinowski said he pays his
workers at minimum $2.50 per hour,
plus tips that add up to approximately
$10 per hour. For jobs where tipping
does not occur, his employees are
paid approximately $10 per hour. Both
of these wages clear the $6.15 mini-
mum. Mr. Hoinowski and his com-
pany paid the $57,500 settlement due
to inadequate record keeping.

“This was just a settlement to avoid
time and legal fees,” Mr. Hoinowski
said.

Prestige Parking Services officials
said they consulted their attorney, who
claims there was no admission of
fault during the settlement. Prestige
Parking is considering reopening the
case and charging the Department of
Labor with a nuisance fee.

According to Department of Labor
spokeswoman Lenore Uddyback-
Fortson, “the case will stand as is,”
because the company violated the act
as it was stated in the press release.
Ms. Fortson said that the employers
were responsible for keeping records
of whether or not their employees
earn at least minimum wage.

“I am 100-percent confident that
we have the highest pay scale of our
competitors,” Mr. Hoinowski said.
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Company
Lawsuit

Memorial Day isn’t about sales.

It’s about soldiers.

We will be closed Monday, May 29th to honor

the men and women who gave their

lives for our country.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126


