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BIALICK SCORES FOUR GOALS, YARUSI NETS THREE

Blue Devil Lax Boys Crunch
West Windsor North, 14-2

DOMINATING VICTORY…Junior Chris Mattes, No. 11, of the WHS boy’s
lacrosse team goes after one of his game-high 11 ground balls in a 14-2 blowout
over West Windsor last Wednesday. The Blue Devils’ next stop is the Union
County Tournament.

FIETKIEWICZ RAPS TWO RUNS; COLINERI BELTS HR

Blue Devils Score 5 in Fifth,
Shock Softball Raiders, 5-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jessica Moskowitz could not have
picked a better time to mature as a
varsity starter. The freshman reined
supreme and pitched like a veteran,
and Kristina Fietkiewicz provided the
necessary muscle to lead the visiting
Westfield High School softball team
to a 5-1 victory over archrival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in a regular season
game on May 5.

The back-up ace found her groove,
turning in a brilliant game; a five-hitter
with two strikeouts and no walks. South-
paw Lindsay Brown who is fighting off
illness, showed her toughness and de-
termination in one-and-a-third innings
of relief, scattering two hits, striking
out two and walking one. Fietkiewicz
went 2-for-4, including a two-run
double, Jillian Olsen belted a two-run
single and Jenny La Spata ripped an
RBI single.

Elaine Piniat tossed a seven-hitter,
sat down seven batters and walked
one for the 16-4 Raiders. Melissa
Sette went 3-for-4, Lauren Benovengo
spanked two hits and Nicole Colineri
bashed a solo homer.

“Both of our pitchers had a phe-
nomenal performance, however I think
something really clicked in this team’s
head today. They came out, played
solid defense, even when we made
mistakes they picked themselves up.
Fietkiewicz showed a lot of leadership

and in the batter’s box. Our team spirit
has never been stronger and it’s very
positive,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Tara Pignoli. “As a team, hitting wise,
this team always hits in streaks. We
finally have our lineup set. They’re
getting comfortable in their spots.”

In the second inning, the 10-7 Blue
Devils threatened when LaSpata
singled, Alyson Moskowitz reached
on an overthrow and Cyndil Matthews
worked a walk to load the pods. Piniat,
however, brought out her best and sat
down the next two batters. In the third
inning, Flannery’s bat made some noise
when she looped a single to center, but
a nice play on the part of Sette at
second cut her down. Fietkiewicz then
triggered a blast to center that had
home run written on it, but second
baseman Stephanie Goines made a
perfect relay throw to the plate and
catcher Lauren Mains made the tag.

To Moskowitz’s delight, the Blue
Devils pounded out a five-run lead in
the top of the fifth inning. Erin Scialabba
delivered a double over the right fielder’s
head and scored on MaryKate
Flannery’s single. Olsen ripped a single
to center and Fietkiewicz bashed a two-
run double up the middle. La Spata
smoked an RBI single to left center,
making the score, 5-0.

“We beat ourselves the last time we
played them so we did not want that
to happen again,” said Fietkiewicz.
“We had a good amount of intensity,

not too much that we were nervous,
but enough to be driven.”

In the bottom of the fifth, the Raid-
ers provided some offensive clout of
their own when Colineri crushed a
solo home run to deep center. Sette
followed with a rip to left-center but
the Blue Devil defense tightened up
with by three outstanding plays.

The Raider defense created some
defensive spark of their own in the
top of the sixth when Piniat scooped
up a sharp liner and delivered to Jillian
Lusk for a double play.

“It was a tough loss, however, we
fought and stayed in it the whole
game. We had opportunities but did
not take advantage of them at the
right times,” said Piniat.

In the bottom of the sixth, the Raider
offensive forces got the better of
Moskowitz when Benovengo and
Allie Brown singled, and Goines
reached safely at first on an miscue to
load ‘em up. Pignoli summoned
Brown to the mound and she re-
sponded with a strikeout while
Scialabba came up with a grounder
for the final out.

“We’re still confident. Maybe we
needed a little push and that’s what we
got. We know what we need to do. This
is where we really are going to be tested,
we know that and we have to step it up,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelli Covert.
Westfield 000 050 0 5
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 010 0 1

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With just three
games remaining before the Union
County Tournament as of last week,
the Westfield High School (WHS)
boy’s lacrosse team crushed the West
Windsor-Plainsboro North Knights,
14-2 at Gary Kehler Stadium on May
10, making it the Blue Devils’ fifth
win out of their last six games.

The 8-6 Blue Devils played an out-
standing game both offensively and
defensively, out shooting the Knights
25-12. In fact, WHS’s front line of
defense was so overpowering that its
goaltending duo of junior Ben Tho-
mas and senior Alex Lewis combined
for just seven saves. Most seven save
performances would indicate an aw-
ful save percentage, but in the case of
the Blue Devils, it was merely indica-
tive of their stifling defenders.

“The defense played aggressive and
played very well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Gerry Benaquista said. “We
have a lot more success when our
defense is aggressive than if they play
relaxed. Helping each other on de-
fense was also important today.”

Excellent defense would also lead
to a dominant offense for the Blue
Devils, as their first goal came off of
a West Windsor turnover. With 8:45
remaining in the first quarter, a bad
pass by the Knights at midfield that
was intercepted by the Blue Devils
resulted in the first goal of many for
WHS. Westfield ended the first quar-
ter with a commanding 7-0 lead.

Among these seven, junior Ryan
Yarusi netted one and made an assist
for another. He made an excellent

individual effort when he ran right at
West Windsor goalie Pat Wade and
fired a shot past his stick, and then fed
senior Ryan Sharkey the ball from
behind the net for a quick one-timer
less than a minute later. Yarusi ended
the game with a hat trick, and was
only behind senior Mike Bialick in
scoring - the team’s season leader in
goals - who found the back of the net
four times.

The Blue Devils went right back to
work in the second quarter, scoring
two more goals within the first three
minutes. At the end of the first half,
WHS was leading 12-0 and running
away with the victory.

“We came out and played well and
stayed consistent,” said Benaquista.
“We had a great day on faceoffs and
ground balls.”

In the opening 24 minutes of play,
Westfield had amassed 26 ground
balls and 20 shots, and won 16 faceoffs
thanks to faceoff specialist, junior
Chris Mattes. He also collected a
game-high 11 ground balls.

The Blue Devils would slow down
considerably on offense in the second
half, but they would continue to play
hard nosed defense. Westfield held
the Knights scoreless once again in
the third quarter and managed to
scrape together another goal as well.

In the fourth, with a 13-0 lead, the
Blue Devils’ shutout was finally bro-
ken. With 8:44 left to play in the game,
John Feuerstein scored for West
Windsor. Five minutes later, the Knights
struck again. This time it was Nick
Capps with the goal. Despite their of-
fense coming alive late in the game, it
was too little too late for West Windsor.

To add insult to injury for the
Knights, Westfield senior Nick
Brownstone scored his only goal of
the day with less than a minute left in
the game, making it 14-2. Coach
Benaquista was extremely pleased
with his team’s ability to start and
finish the game strong.

“They played hard and kept it go-
ing throughout the game,” he said.

Not only did the Blue Devils finish
this game on a positive note, but it
appears that they are finishing the
regular season on the right foot as
well. With the Union County Tourna-
ment beginning on Saturday,
Westfield is playing its best lacrosse
of the year.

“It is very important to be winning at
the end of the season,” Benaquista said.
“It is a huge momentum factor going
into the playoffs. We were losing close
games early in the season, but now we
are healthy and winning games.”

WF Lax Club to Host
4th Annual Lax Day
The Westfield Lacrosse Club will

host the 4th annual Lacrosse Day
on Saturday, May 20, at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark
Street. The activities, running from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., will include
games, skill tests, music, and guest
appearances.

Sports Illustrated calls lacrosse
“the fastest growing game in the
U.S. at every level.” This growth is
reflected in the number of children
involved in Westfield lacrosse this
season – more than 500 boys and
girls are currently playing.

Check out the action on May 20
to see what all the talk is about.
For further information on La-
crosse Day or the Westfield La-
crosse Club visit http://
www.westfieldlacrosse.com.

Blue Devil Laxers Skin
No. 4 Ridgewood, 15-10

The Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team skinned No. 4
Ridgewood, 15-10, in Westfield on
May 13 to improve its record to 8-6.
Ryan Yarusi reached the 102-career
point mark with a goal and two assists.

Joey Simone (4 assists) and Ryan
Sharkey (3 assists) fired in five goals
apiece and Mike Bialick netted two
goals and two assists. Chris Mattes
won 18 faceoffs.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUT AT FIRST…Raider first baseman Jillan Lusk scoops up the throw just in time to retire Blue Devil speedster MaryKate
Flannery, No. 3. Westfield High defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 5-1 on May 5.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD Pristine Cape $479,900

Newman Custom home renovated by Vincentsen boasts 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms – 4 with “en suite” baths for a total of 5 full
baths and 2 powder rooms.  5600+ SF of gracious living.  This is a “must see” with 2 Travertine marble surround fireplaces,
3 car garage, a mega-kitchen featuring Blue Pearl granite and hardwood, deck, a great room with built-in cherry cabinetry,
gracious formal living and dining rooms, office, recreation room, laundry room, Bluestone patio and a private 1100 SF
master bedroom suite w/a “leisure” room.  Keyless entry, parking for up to 8 cars, a workshop area w/220 electric – on
nearly ½ acre of fenced property – a dream home in every respect!  DIR: Lawrence to Minisink Way #1141 (052001014)

Open House: Sun. 5/21  1-5pmWESTFIELD $1,650,000

Custom Cape Cod style home nestled in the premier community of Mountainside.  This impeccably maintained
residence boasts a spacious floor plan including 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, lovely skylit family room, eat-in kitchen,
living room with wood-burning fireplace, central air and more.  The large level property further enhances this homes
appeal.  Reasonable taxes a plus!!  Set on a tranquil tree lined street yet moments from shops, schools, transportation
and recreation.  This home has it all!  Call for your personal tour today.  (052001092)

Distinctive Custom Cape CodMOUNTAINSIDE $619,900

Lovingly and meticulously maintained and updated, this home boasts three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, updated kitchen,
living room, formal dining room,  Florida room, full finished basement w/rec. room, bar, full bath, & laundry.  All on
an oversized 175’ deep lot.  Close to downtown and NYC transportation.  (052000811)

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

WESTFIELD

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½-3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at: 908-591-6283.  (052000589)

New Construction

$829,000


