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21st District News

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Westfield

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21) called upon the gov-
ernor to enforce the law that requires
the state to pay a substantial portion
of the special education costs.

According to Mr. Bramnick, the
law, Title 18a:7f-19, requires the state
to pay between 60 and 80 percent of
the local costs of special education,
but the administration simply ignores
the law.

He said the state continues to place
mandates on local boards of educa-
tion and the courts require compli-
ance with their decisions, yet the ad-
ministration will not aid our local

Governor Should Enforce
Special Ed. Funding Law

boards with the dollars prescribed by
the law.

Special education costs should
never be the sole responsibility of an
individual district. The large costs to
help children with disabilities must
be the responsibility of the state, noted
Mr. Bramnick.

“I sincerely hope that the Corzine
administration will recognize that the
law is fair and just, and will act imme-
diately to comply with the statute.
Our boards of education must be
treated fairly without regards to the
politics of the town or district,” states
Asm. Bramnick.

Westfield Police Remind All:
We Care, Drive Safely

Westfielder Expresses Concern over
Hillcrest School Facility Use

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department takes this oppor-
tunity to remind all drivers to please
drive safely. Traditionally, this time
of year, from the prom to Labor Day,
sees a marked increase in the amount
of fatal accidents involving impaired
drivers. The NHTSA reports that in
2003 in the State of New Jersey, there
were 84 fatalities among 15 to 20
year-olds, with 38 percent of those
involving alcohol.

The “We Care, Drive Safely” pro-
gram by the Westfield Police Depart-
ment is a reminder that we all need to
operate our motor vehicles responsibly.

Of the 997 accidents that occurred
in Westfield in 2005, 146 of those

accidents involved injuries. It is the
responsibility of every driver (teens
and adult) to make sure that they
operate their vehicle in a safe manner.

Not only can operating a motor ve-
hicle while impaired be dangerous, it
is a crime and can be deadly. Talking
with your children about the dangers
of driving impaired can prevent the
heartache that may result from a seri-
ous or fatal motor vehicle accident.

Thank you to Mike Sevell of
Sevell’s Auto Body for their assis-
tance in transporting and set-up of the
vehicle and Tony Archambault of
Falcon Printing for the printing of the
banner.

We Care. Drive Safely.

I wanted to let you know of an incident
that happened about one year ago at the
playground adjacent to the Hillcrest School.
I can’t recall the exact date or time when
the incident occurred. I do recall it hap-
pened in the spring of 2005. Until last
week, I was unaware of the type of school
at the building. I previously thought it was
a school for special education students.

My sons and I were playing at the park;
my oldest son, who was six-years-old at
the time, was playing by the fence next to
the parking lot of the school. I was watch-
ing him from a distance since my younger
children were playing at the playground.
I saw one of the doors to the school
opened, and a few teenage boys came
running out charging toward the fence
where my son was playing. When they
reached the fence they began to shake the
fence. I can’t hear what they were saying,
but they were laughing. My son was
startled and ran to me.

At the time, I advised my son not to play
by the fence and thought to myself that
these kids were being bullies. I don’t know
where those boys went after the incidents
because I went on to attend my children.

My sons and I have referred to the park
as the “School Bus” park because we
always see buses parked in the parking
lot. To the young ones it’s always excit-
ing to see school buses up close. It is one
of their favorite parks. We often go there
before their afternoon school sessions to
have picnic at the park. The last time we
were there, I was with my children and a
couple of their friends. They were all
enjoying their time and exploring around
the fences. They were in fact trying to

sneak out by going in between the gates.
Until recently, the gates were kept close
by a chain and the gap in between the
locked gates were just wide enough for
young children to try fit through.

It was just before leaving the park
when I received the flyer. I was very
disturbed and disappointed to learn this
type of school exists in our neighborhood
and next to a park where my children and
I go quite often during the week.

Does learning about the incidents and
the school make me change my views
about the park? Yes! I will try to steer my
children away from playing at the “School
Bus” park during school hours. With the
overcrowding issues facing Westfield
today, why not use this facility to solve
some of the overcrowding issues?

This facility should be used as an asset
for our children and our town, and not as
a liability to the community.

Jessa Chirichella
Westfield

Principal Petix Discussed Incidents
At Westfield High School

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
parents at Westfield High School and
copied to this newspaper.

It has certainly been an atypical month
at Westfield High School. Three sepa-
rate events taken collectively have dis-
turbed our school community, and have
caused us to consider who we are and
how we should respond to such events.

Event No. 1: Throughout the year,
graffiti has appeared on the walls in the
boys bathrooms. Until this year, graffiti
has not been a significant problem at our
school. The “graffiti artists,” two of
whom have been already apprehended
and disciplined, have been playing a
game of “cat and mouse” all year.

Administrative response: Administra-
tors, teachers, paraprofessionals and cus-
todians have been monitoring the boys’
bathrooms and are overtly seeking the
assistance of students who do not want to
see their school defaced. The school is
taking the issue of graffiti very seriously
and has been working with the police to
find and prosecute the guilty parties,
particularly because of the content of the
most recent graffiti: Nazi swastikas and
gang related symbols. Beyond this graf-
fiti, however, there is no evidence what-
soever of any organized hate group or
gang at Westfield High School or in
town, according to the Westfield Police
Department.

Event No. 2: During the spring vaca-
tion week, someone started the rumor
that there would be a shooting at
Westfield High School on April 20, the
anniversary of the Columbine shootings
and Hitler’s birthday. This rumor, which
recycles every April, was particularly
strong this year because of the Hi’s Eye
photograph of a graffiti swastika in the
issue of the school newspaper distrib-
uted the day before vacation began. A
full week away from school gave stu-
dents and parents time to circulate the
rumor through telephone calls, e-mails
and instant messages. The level of anxi-
ety rose with each passing day.

Administrative response: Even though
neither the Westfield High School ad-
ministration, nor the Westfield Police
Department believed there was a real
threat to the security of the school, we
erred on the side of caution. The Westfield
Police Department and the County Ca-
nine Unit searched students’ backpacks
as pupils entered the high school on
April 20. Points of entry and exit into and
from the building were limited and moni-
tored. Police patrolled the school through-
out the day and Open Lunch was sus-
pended. Nothing unusual occurred.

Event No. 3: On Wednesday, April
26, the Gay Straight Alliance Club spon-
sored the annual “Day of Silence” to
honor the silence gays and lesbians suf-
fer as result of their sexual identity, and
to demonstrate the enriching quality of
the daily contributions of gays and lesbi-
ans to our society. Students and staff
who choose to participate in the event
marked the occasion by wearing a color-
ful “Day of Silence” t-shirt.

At the beginning of the 8th period, an
injured student participant in the “Day of
Silence” went to the nurse’s office and

reported that she was shoved down the
stairs during the four minute change of
periods by an unidentified student who
had grabbed her backpack and had pushed
her while her calling her a “dyke.” She
estimated that there were twenty to thirty
students in the hallway during this inci-
dent, none of whom either offered her
assistance or asked her if she was hurt.
The student’s parents drove her to Com-
plete Care in Scotch Plains where it was
determined she had sustained a sprained
arm and bruised ribs.

Administrative response: The admin-
istration notified the police immediately.
Meanwhile, the student’s parents went
to the police station and filed a report
with the Westfield Police Department
and the Union County Prosecutor. The
parents asked me to post police flyers
throughout the school. I declined this
unprecedented request because I believed
it would increase anxiety among stu-
dents and worse yet, might produce the
opposite effect by driving the perpetra-
tor and any potential witnesses under-
ground.

Over the weekend, the high school
administrators formulated a plan to try to
find the culprit and to turn this event and
the hate expressed through the graffiti
swastikas into a meaningful lesson for
our school community. Our primary con-
cern, however, was to find the student
who had pushed the other student down
the stairs. We decided that on Monday
we would publicize the event and inter-
view anyone who might have even hear-
say knowledge of the incident.

The event itself raised several issues
for the school community to consider:
the right to free expression, violence as a
response to disagreement, the responsi-
bility of witnesses to ensure justice, the
responsibility of one human being to
help another. Further, we saw the need
for all Westfield High students to pro-
cess their feelings about the underlying
issues of hate and tolerance. We deter-
mined that the most nearly appropriate
forum to present these issues for discus-
sion was English class.

After consulting with the English De-
partment Chair and then apprising the
faculty of the plan at a faculty meeting,
we chose Monday May 8 as the Day of
Discussion. The discussions were to be
held in every English class at all grade
levels.

During the week of May 1, on three
days of morning announcements, I de-
scribed the incident on the stairway, the
adverse effect of hateful graffiti on the
school community, the ominous signifi-
cance of tolerating violence to suppress
free speech, and the deleterious effect on
the school community of indifference to
helping fellow human beings. I urged
witnesses to come forward, albeit anony-
mously.

At the monthly PTSO meeting on May
3, I described the incident of violence to
the membership and the administrative
response to it. PTSO President Lisa
Quakenbush received the endorsement
of the membership to write a letter to
inform parents of the event, to elicit their
support and, most important, to ask them

to open a dialogue with their children
about tolerance and respect.

During the Day of Discussion, En-
glish teachers followed a general lesson
plan that the department had developed.
Administrators visited several classes and
were impressed with the level of student
interest and participation.

At a debriefing of the English Depart-
ment after school, teachers reported on
the classroom discussions which drew a
range of responses from students: many
students questioned whether the incident
occurred the way it was reported. Many
students voiced the opinion that perhaps
no one came to her assistance because
they did not realize that she was hurt.
Others stated frankly that they would not
have become involved as a witness or
Good Samaritan because it did not affect
them personally. There was also the feel-
ing that we need to create a stronger sense
of community to minimize intolerance
and avert violence. Ongoing discussions
of these issues and others raised that day
are being planned.

These three events taken collectively
have disturbed the peaceful climate of
our school community, and are a cause
for concern. Working with the Westfield
Police Department, we will continue to

Principal Petix Letter Continued
pursue the investigation of the stairwell
incident and will try to find those who
have defaced the walls of our bathrooms
with hate.

Westfield High School has been, and
continues to be, a place of order and
safety in an increasingly unstable and
chaotic world. The Westfield High School
administration remains steadfastly com-
mitted to fostering an environment in
which students and staff are academi-
cally, emotionally, and most importantly,
physically safe and secure.

Unusual incidents like these will un-
doubtedly recur. Recognizing their sig-
nificance, reacting appropriately and ap-
plying the lessons learned from them are
the hallmarks of a healthy and vibrant
institution.

Robert Petix
Principal

Westfield High School

Resident Thankful for
WFD’s Quick Response

I would like to thank the Westfield Fire
Department for responding to my desper-
ate call at 1 a.m. when my carbon monox-
ide detector went off, waking my three
children and I. They were prompt, profes-
sional, and made me feel at ease during
this potential crisis. I never thought I
would need the fire department, and I am
so glad that they were there.

Jill Anderson
Westfield

A SOBERING REMINDER…The Westfield Police Department has put a totaled
car on display in front of the Armory to remind drivers to never drive drunk.

Photo taken by David Riggs for The Westfield Leader

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 05/24/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

The vineyards that this wine comes from are an average fifty

years old.  The complexity shows in the elegance and depth of the

Grenache fruit with all its dried red berry and spice.  The Syrah,

Mouvedre, Cinsualt and Vacqueyras add dimension, depth and

spicy earth tones to the palate.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$53.99 1.75L
$56.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$24.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Domaine du Galet Des Papes
Chateauneuf de Pape  $36.99

Nyakas Cellars Pinot Gris  $13.99

Bricco del Sole Moscato d’Asti  $14.99

An organically made Moscato filled with peach,
apricot and almond flavors.  Gently sparkling,
with light alcohol and a bright clean sweetness,
this is perfect for brunch, before dinner or with a
light dessert.  Also available in 375ml for that
perfect touch at lunch.

A great example of the crossing between Pinot
Noir and Cinsualt that the South Africans in-
vented in the 1920’s.  Big bunches of soft dark
cherry fruit and lots of plum.  A great match for
your grilled burgers.

Two Oceans Pinotage  $8.99

If you are spending almost twenty on over priced
Pinot Grigio – and Pinot Gris is the same thing –
stop yourself and taste the rich lemon, pear and
apple in this bottle.  Clean, bright and full of rich
creamy texture – you want this on your table.


