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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Susan Cook
CUTE WHEN LITTLE...Goslings thrive and enjoy their home at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield. Adult Canada Geese represent a point of controversy as they
cause a messy nuisance for humans in the park.

Westfield
Monday, May 8, Edward Carter, Jr.,

52, of Westfield was arrested in the 200
block of Cacciola Place on an outstanding
criminal warrant from Elizabeth for $381.
He was released after posting bail.

Monday, May 8, an Elizabeth resident
reported that a window was broken on her
motor vehicle while it was parked in the
900 block of Pennsylvania Avenue.

Tuesday, May 9, a Central Avenue
cosmetics business reported the shoplift-
ing of more than $2,800 worth of mer-
chandise. Store staff members did not
observe any suspicious activity that day
and there are no suspects in the case.

Thursday, May 11, following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Sussex
Street, Rasheda Wiggins, 30, of Irvington
was arrested on two outstanding traffic
warrants – one from Irvington, for $79,
and the other from Newark, for $150.
Wiggins was released after posting bail.

Thursday, May 11, following an inves-
tigation on North Avenue, West, Jack D.
Lipsett, 3rd, 21, of Garwood was arrested
on two outstanding traffic warrants, in-
cluding one from North Hanover, for
$150, and another from Tinton Falls, for
$114. He posted bail and was released.

Thursday, May 11, Jeanine Cistrelli, 46,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated  following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue. She
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, May 12, Charmaine Reynolds,
38, of Newark was arrested in a municipal

What are
you planning
to do with

your 
summer?

Do all your favorite summer activities
AND get started on your college career 

or earn extra credits toward your degree 
with UCC’s Summer Session.

• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations 

~or~ learn at home with Telecourses 
and Online courses

Visit UCC online at   www.ucc.edu

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y !

Most Courses Start the 
Week of May 15th & July 10th

For information call 908-709-7518 or

THE LAW FIRM
OF

DUGHI & HEWIT, P.C.,

WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND ITS SINCERE
APPRECIATION TO THOSE WHO ATTENDED ITS
DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST APRIL AND MAY IN
SHORT HILLS, NJ.

PARTNERS, MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ., RICHARD A.
OUTHWAITE, ESQ., AND APRIL L. KATZ, ESQ., WERE
WELL RECEIVED BY THOSE WHO ATTENDED.

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE AND
MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL ADVICE.

AS A RESULT OF THE APPRECIATED INTEREST,
ADDITIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE SCHEDULED.  ALL
DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH
TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200.
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Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
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865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS
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• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy
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DWC Meeting

MS Council Adopts Budget;
Taxes to Increase $453,883

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Unanimously
adopting Mountainside’s 2006 munici-
pal budget of $9,461,532 on Tuesday
evening, Mayor Robert Viglianti and the
council announced that the plan repre-
sents an increase of $141 per averaged
accessed home of $159,000. A total of
$5,336,965 will be raised in local taxes,
up $453,883 from 2005.

As previously reported, the mayor noted
that police salaries were up $120,000, the
library was up by $62,650, and the annual
assessment to the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority would increase by $92,238.
Total salaries are up $103,876 to $3.4
million.

He also reported that borough employee
health insurance was increasing by
$35,000, police retirement costs were up
by $90,176 and employee retirement
would increase by $16,466. Gasoline for
vehicles was up by $11,000, gas and heat
for the municipal building was up $10,000,
while electric would increase by $8,000.

Borough Attorney John Post explained
a unanimously passed “no knock” regis-
try ordinance, passed upon its first read-
ing. He said that a previously adopted
ordinance in which commercial, religious
and charitable organizations had to regis-
ter with the borough police department

before going “door to door” was found
“illegal and unconstitutional” by the courts
after a local environmental group ques-
tioned First Amendment rights.

He said that because of the court rul-
ings, Mountainside citizens wishing to
exercise the right not to be solicited must
ask borough police to be place them on a
“no solicitation list.” Then, the resident
must place a small sign clearly marked
“no solicitation.” The second reading and
public hearing for this ordinance will be
read next month.

The council passed upon second read-
ing an ordinance to appropriate $240,000
to resurface Central Avenue. The mayor
noted that this was the third and final
portion of Central Avenue to be resur-
faced, and that $140,000 of the work
would be funded through a grant from the
New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT).

A second reading for an ordinance to
appropriate $15,800 from the Capital
Improvement Fund to conduct municipal
storm-water pipe mapping was also
adopted per new state requirements.

The mayor said that the state has not
only mandated that all storm sewers be
mapped, but that in the near future they
will all have to be remodeled and contain
filters. He said these changes would cost
the borough approximately $500,000.

tive hourly rates for attorneys. He also told
The Westfield Leader that the town code
does not provide for payment of services to
anyone other than the town attorney. “Let’s
not pay $110,000 for work performed by
men other than Bob Cockren.”

Councilman Bigosinski further told the
newspaper that Westfield taxpayers are
paying $150 an hour for services carried
out by attorneys in Mr. Cockren’s firm,
such as Peter Soares, a sixth-year associate
out of a San Francisco office who is not
admitted to practice in New Jersey, and
Michael Galligan, a fourth-year associate
from the firm’s New York office who is
also not admitted to practice in New Jer-
sey. The councilman said by rejecting his
proposal, the budget “is not committed to
providing relief to the taxpayer.”

Third Ward Councilman David Haas
added “Tom (Bigosinski) sent the memo
to the council to review well over a month
ago. Mark (Ciarrocca) waited for this
public forum to respond and in the way he
did. If there’s any politics being played,
it’s not being played by Mr. Bigosinski.”

In other matters, the council voted to
repeal the South Avenue and Elm Street
redevelopment plans. The town antici-
pated on voting on a measure that would
have reverted the zoning map to its desig-
nations prior to redevelopment, but the
wrong notice was sent to and subsequently
published in The Leader.

The town also passed the SID budget at
$390,970, up $13,395 from last year’s
$377,575 budget. Salaries and wages com-
prise $142,920 of the total budget, and
other expenses account for $248,050.
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Town Council

think about is the future. One day the
district will have a full-day kindergar-
ten,” Dr. Foley said.

“What if we do nothing? Kindergarten
children will continue to be faced with
placement in non-neighborhood schools
in order to create space,” he said.

The board then discussed both of the
options with board members Ann Carey
and Jane Clancy interested in exploring
the fifth-grade annex idea and finding out
what costs would be involved. “The thing
is, I like the idea that one solution solves
both problems. We need to know how
much it would cost,” Ms. Carey said.

Ms. Clancy, a former CACE member,
said she would like to explore the fifth-
grade annex option and find out how
other districts have created a fifth-grade
school within a school in the past. “Either
way, if we look at fifth grade or kinder-
garten, we are looking at a program
change. A big pro for me is that I see it
solving our problem on many levels. In
Scotch Plains, they have a separate pro-
gram and school for fifth grade,” she said.

The other board members supported
the idea of a centralized kindergarten for
a variety of reasons, such as cost and the

dards, a sizeable home.
One concern was the proposed change

in how a home’s volume is calculated.
The new FAR will incorporate both hab-
itable and non-habitable space in the total
square footage of the home. That means
that space like garages and cathedral ceil-
ings will be included in the square foot-
age. Currently, square footage is mea-
sured by liveable space only.

The new FAR means homeowners and
developers will have to consider more
square footage when calculating their
building allowances.

Mr. Verdic voiced concern that this
new formula will limit the amount of
allowable living space on the first floor
because of the sheer volume of a garage.
And while the need for space may encour-
age homeowners to forego an attached
garage, he noted that it might have a
negative aesthetic impact because cars
and other vehicles would then be parked
outside. He was also concerned that homes
with no garage, or a detached garage, may
not be as desirable to buyers.

Mr. Caruana said some local develop-
ers initially met the plan with a “deny,
deny, deny, and distort” campaign. He
said he encourages them to unite and
make a counter-proposal. “It would be
good if they came forward with their own
initiative that had teeth also.”

“We really need the community to buy
in, to understand where we’re going,” he
said.

Mr. Foerst said the question of whether
overdevelopment in Westfield is prob-
lematic and is still up for debate among
residents. He said that the number of
demolitions per year increased from seven
to 73 in four years.

There will be a public hearing on the
proposed plan at tonight’s Planning Board
meeting at 8 p.m. at Town Hall. Details of
the plan are available online at
www.westfieldnj.com.

In other news, Mr. Caruana applauded
the DWC and the town in their joint effort
to bring the Downtown Improvement Plan
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Westfield Bd. of Education
effects of separating fifth graders. “The
bottom line is, I don’t think that four- and
five-year-olds will care what building
they go to for school; parents will, and
fifth graders will, too,” board member
Richard Solomon said.

Board member and CACE member
Julia Walker said, “I disagree with the
attractiveness of solving the middle-
school problem because of the size of the
building. The number of bodies in a build-
ing changes the dynamic of the building.
Growing a school from 750 to 1,100 is not
what we are trying to build.”

If the decision were to do nothing, then
the district might consider putting up tem-
porary trailers, which would “take up a lot
of playground space at schools like Wil-
son,” Dr. Foley said.

“I philosophically disagree with the
idea of containing children in a class-
room,” said Beth Cassie, board member
and chair of the CACE. “Maybe the fact
that 30 percent of parents in Westfield
choose private kindergarten is because
they are dissatisfied with the program.”

The board will continue the discussion
at its next meeting, Tuesday, June 6 at 301
Elm Street.

to fruition. The six-year plan will roll out
in three phases. It has been nine years in
the making.

DWC Chairman David Martone
pointed out “we’re using surplus to jump
start this project,” which both the town
and the DWC will finance.

Mr. Martone announced that the town
is forming a parking committee to tackle
concerns in that area. Mr. Caruana, who
will co-chair the committee, encouraged
residents to join. He said the committee
would look for “suggestions to improve
the overall efficiency of what we’re do-
ing.”

Mr. Martone said the new director of
the Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC), Naomi McElynn, would
hold a discussion on parking concerns on
Thursday, May 25.

In other news, the DWC approved
façade grants for Poppyfields, Blair
Delmonico and Café Mannino. All three
merchants received grants to cover par-
tial costs of signage and/or awnings.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin announced that a new toy store
is coming to town. Ms. Cronin, who
did not provide the name of the re-
tailer, said it is a newly formed com-
pany.

At the request of board member Dr.
Ted Schlosberg, the committee also dis-
cussed a possible promotional campaign
to encourage patrons to conserve gas by
shopping locally. Dr. Schlosberg noted
the importance of encouraging residents
to get exercise by walking or biking down-
town.

Ms. Cronin said there are plans to in-
corporate bike racks in some parking lots
to accommodate riders.

The committee honored four past board
members for outstanding service: former
DWC chairs Doug Schwarz and Alan
DeRose, former Town Council Liaison
Larry Goldman and former Treasurer
David Capodanno.

The DWC will hold its next meeting
Monday, June 19 at 8 a.m.

The attempted theft was discovered
late last month by a bank teller who no-
ticed a welfare check made by Ms.
Morasse had been typed and not com-
puter generated, authorities said. The clerk
notified the county social services divi-
sion, which immediately contacted au-
thorities and prompted the investigation.

“Welfare theft is an insidious crime
against needy families, individuals and tax-
payers,” County Manager George Devanney
said. “We have already taken steps to ensure
that proper checks and balances are in place
to maintain the security of the program.”

The prosecutor’s office said county
police audited every account ever handled
by the defendant to see if additional funds
were illegally transferred. It was during
that process conducted with welfare de-
partment fiscal officers that the full extent
of thefts was discovered.

“The charges center around a carefully
calculated attempt to use monies intended
for citizens and illegally convert them for
her own use,” Mr. Devanney said.

Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said that Ms. Morasse was imme-
diately suspended without pay, pending
disposition of criminal charges.

As of Tuesday, she was being held on
$50,000 cash bail set by State Superior
Court Judge John Triarsi in Elizabeth.

Mr. Romankow said she faces up to 10
years in state prison and a permanent ban
from any future public employment, along
with full restitution and loss of her job, if
convicted.

lot behind an East Broad Street store and
charged with being a disorderly person
after two special police officers witnessed
her allegedly urinating in public.

A subsequent investigation showed
there were four outstanding traffic war-
rants issued for her by Newark, for a total
of $1,070. She was released with sum-
monses on the disorderly person charge
plus an additional charge of littering from
a vehicle but was held in lieu of bail on the
warrants.

Sunday, May 14, after being ejected from
an NJ Transit train as a disorderly person,
Rickey Robinson, 28, of Newark was ar-
rested on several warrants, including one
criminal and two traffic warrants from New-
ark, for a total of $500; a criminal warrant
from East Orange, for $125, and a criminal
warrant from Clifton, for $3,500. He was
turned over to Clifton authorities.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, May 9, the manager of a gas

station on Route 22 reported that a dark-
colored vehicle pulled into the station
and the driver produced a handgun and
demanded cash. The suspect reportedly
fled the scene with several hundred dol-
lars.

Tuesday, May 9, a business on East
Second Street reported that an employee
stole several hundred dollars by cashing
checks belonging to the business.

Tuesday, May 9, a Canterbury Drive
resident reported being the victim of crimi-
nal mischief. The victim stated that an
unknown person scratched his car, which
was parked in front of his house.

Wednesday, May 10, the owner of a
Park Avenue business reported that some-
one put garbage in their dumpster.

Thursday, May 11, a resident of Moun-
tain Avenue reported that they paid for
towels and never received them from a
company that has since gone bankrupt.

Friday, May 12, a resident of Glenside
Avenue reported that someone entered
her house during the daytime and re-
moved her pocketbook.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 9, Katherine A. Crincoli,

45, of Cranford was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for numerous out-
standing warrants out of Dover Town-
ship, Kenilworth, Woodbridge and Union.

Wednesday, May 10, Sonia D. Scruggs,
40, of Plainfield was arrested following a
field investigation for outstanding war-
rants from Fanwood and Plainfield.

Thursday, May 11, Richard Sajous, 30,
of Linden was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which re-
vealed an active warrant from Newark.

Thursday, May 11, Yesef S. Muhammad,
23, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at Old
South Avenue and charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Erin N. Myers, 22, of Plainfield, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, was also arrested on
outstanding warrants out of Newark and
Roselle Park. She was charged with posses-
sion of a CDS.

Thursday, May 11, Dominic E. Casseus,
34, of Irvington was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at Old
South Avenue West, which revealed an
outstanding warrant out of Fanwood.

Friday, May 12, Jamar McNair, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested on numerous out-
standing warrants out of Elizabeth, Tinton
Falls and Union County following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue at Beech
Street. Jermaine West, 33, of Elizabeth, a
passenger in the vehicle, was also ar-
rested on numerous outstanding Union
County no-bail warrants and an outstand-
ing warrant from Carteret.

Saturday, May 13, Jessica Guzenski,
27, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop revealed an outstanding
warrant from Elizabeth.

Saturday, May 13, Melissa Samuel,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop evealed an outstanding
Elizabeth warrant.

Sunday, May 14, Carlos M. Smith, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed an
outstanding warrant out of West Orange.

Monday, May 15, Robin Oniyama, 20,
of Irvington was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop revealed an outstand-
ing Newark warrant.

Monday, May 15, Terry J. Farrow, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road and charged
with having fictitious plates. He was also
charged with obstruction after he fled on
foot during the investigation.

Monday, May 15, Derrick  Harris, 36,
of Newark was arrested following a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road revealed
an outstanding warrant from Evesham.

Monday, May 15, Samory K. Fritz, 21,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on Marian
Avenue following a field investigation
for an active Scotch Plains warrant.

Monday, May 15, Tony Speranza, 21,
of Rahway was arrested following an in-
vestigation and charged with burglary to
two Fanwood residents’ vehicles on April
24. Police said the burglaries took place on
Hunter Avenue and Farley Avenue.
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