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Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp, Cranford 

 

An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes 
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm 

supportive, and fun environment.  Taught by professionals!   

    
 

 

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS

Be a Star, Shine With Us!! 
 

www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053 
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

R.V.: Downwardly Mobile

NOT CHILD’S PLAY…The Choral Art Society of New Jersey, Inc., pictured above,
will perform John Rutter’s Mass of the Children, Jannes Brahms’ Nanie, and Mario
Lombardo’s Three Psalms of David on Saturday, May 20 at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located on Mountain Avenue at East Broad Street.

Opera Company Presents
Verdi’s La Traviata at UCC

WESTFIELD – The Little Opera
Company, a division of the New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts, will be
performing a fully staged production
of Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata at
the Roy Smith Theater at Union
County College in Cranford on Fri-
day, May 12 at 8 p.m. and on Satur-
day, May 13 at 2 p.m.

Starring as Violetta will be soprano
Rebekkah Hilgraves, who recently
performed with the Seattle Philhar-
monic and in the world premier of The
Eglantine with Opera Drammatica.
Performing the role of Alfredo
Germont is tenor Luis Cabrera, who
recently made his Carnegie Hall re-
cital debut. Mr. Cabrera also performed
in Teatro Grattacielo’s performance of
La Cena Delle Beffe at Lincoln Center’s
Alice Tully Hall.

The role of George Germont will
be sung by baritone Don Sheasley,
whose operatic career began in 1972.
He is a leading Verdi baritone, and
has performed over 40 roles in his
career. Most notable was Mr.
Sheasley’s performance as Pizarro in
the New York Premiere of
Beethoven’s Fidelio.

The supporting cast includes
mezzo-soprano Betsy MacKenzie-

Stubbs as Flora, Patricia Pineda as
Annina, Masami Morimoto as the
Marquis D’Obigny, Chuck Schneider
as Baron Douphol, Fausto Pineda as
Gaston, and Erick Kroncke as Dr.
Grenvil.

Local area school students will be
featured in the ensemble and include
Davonna Approvato, Christin Aswad,
Greg Boyle, Frankie Cierpial, Kristen
Dilzell, Felicia Erlich, Emily Evers,
Stephanie Louis, Michael Mietlicki,
Elizabeth Rich, Michael Rosin, Dara
Silverman, Steven Tietjen, and Julia
Zappi. The students are all part of the
LOC Young Artist Program, a tuition-
free opera-training program for stu-
dents ages 10 to 18. The Young Artist
Program has more than 50 members
who participate in all of the LOC
productions along side professional
opera singers.

Tickets for the La Traviata produc-
tion are $30 for adults, $25 for seniors,
and $15 for students. Further informa-
tion is available by calling (908) 789-
9696, or by visiting the NJWA, a train-
ing center in the fine and performing
arts, at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com for
information about all NJWA programs.

show,” said Judith Lerner Taylor,
Guild President, who added that the
April 22 and 23 show was one of
PGNJ’s most successful ever.

“The range of creativity and high
level of craftsmanship exhibited at
this show certainly reflected that we
are all evolving as artists,” Ms. Taylor
continued.

Ms. Taylor exhibited a vase entitled
“Soulmates” at the Show and Sale. It is
the newest part of her “Emerging
Women” collection that she has been
working on for several years.

According to Ms. Taylor, this particu-
lar piece reflects the coming together of
two aspects of oneself to create harmony
and balance in one’s life.

“If you were to add up all the years

of art instruction, media experimen-
tation, artistic exploration and pro-
duction that was embodied in the
exhibit hall, one could easily esti-
mate decades of devotion, dedication
and personal artistic growth before
you,” said Ms. Zarnock.

According to its website, PGNJ is an
organization of approximately 70 pot-
ters and ceramic artists living in New
Jersey. The group was formed to share
ideas, solve clay-related problems,
sponsor workshops, help market their
work, and educate local communities
about the value and esthetic pleasure
derived from handmade pottery.

For more information about the
Guild, or to join, visit its website at
http://www.Pottersguildnj.org.

subject, or have their facts mixed up.”
Regarding, recognizing, and fight-

ing the genocide in Africa and ensur-
ing the Holocaust is not forgotten,
Kate told the newspaper, “I’m sad-
dened that kids are not aware that
something must be done, because
something can be done, and that’s all
there is to it.”

But Kate isn’t all work and no
play–unless you count play practice
or writing a play, as work. Her drama,
“Barely Strangers,” earned third place
at Union County College’s annual
Young Playwrights Competition this
past March.

She’s also a big fan of the hit shows
“Friends” and “Arrested Develop-
ment,” and of course loves to write
and read. She says she will read just
about anything, but counts Chuck
Palahniuk and Percival Everett among
her many favorite authors.

However, getting a call from the
Oprah Winfrey show is extraordinary.
After answering the telephone, she
told The Leader/Times, “They
(Oprah’s people) said, ‘Kate, are you
sitting down?’ I asked for a second

and thought it would be a good idea to
do that, and then I asked my mom to
sit down next to me. They told me that
I wrote an amazing essay. I was just
so flattered, I couldn’t grasp that I
won, I just laughed hysterically. Then
they said, ‘Kate–‘Breathe!’”

The next thing she knew, Kate and
her mom were being flown out to Chi-
cago to tape the show. The winners of
the contest each received a $5,000 schol-
arship from AT&T, and Ms. Winfrey
matched an additional $5,000 scholar-
ship. Kate remarked, “Oprah offered us
so many words of encouragement. She
told us: ‘kids like us give her hope.”

The newspaper asked if she was on
stage with Ms. Winfrey during the
taping. She said, “No. But there was
someone who was, and I don’t want
to spoil the surprise, but she gets
something really special at the end.
You’ll just have to watch the show to
find out.”

May 24 will feature Elie Wiesel
and Oprah Winfrey at Auschwitz. May
25 will feature the National Essay
contest winners. Both episodes are
must-see TV.
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By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

On Saturday, May 13, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present its final concert of the 2005-
2006 season. The orchestra will present
“Mozart and Mother’s Day” at 8 p.m.
at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

This year marks the 250th anniver-
sary of Mozart’s birth, and “we and the
rest of the world are having a Mozart
party,” said WSO Music Director
David Wroe. At Saturday evening’s
concert, WSO will perform a work
from the composer’s three major
genres, he said. From his choral works,
the WSO will perform The Corona-
tion Mass, from his concerti, the
Sinfonia Concertante, and from his
symphonies, Symphony #41, Jupiter.

“This is a perfect showcase of
Mozart’s talent,” Mr. Wroe said. “The
violin-viola duet (the Sinfonia
Concertante) was a very personal
piece for Mozart – many believe that
he wrote the piece as a duet for him-
self on viola and his father on violin.”

Joining the WSO for The Corona-
tion Mass will be the Pro Arte Cho-
rale from Bergen County and soprano
soloist Meredith Hoffmann-
Thomson. Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson
is a Westfield native, and she and her
mother, the music director at
Westfield’s congregational church,
have both worked with Mr. Wroe in
the past. “I’ve watched her career,
and I’m delighted to have her make
her debut with the Westfield Sym-
phony,” he said.

“We are closing what has been a
wonderful year for us,” Mr. Wroe

said. “We’ve taken lots of risks –
we’ve had many major collaborations,
from the Garden State Arts Center to
our new collaboration with the
(Westfield) high school to a multi-
composer collaboration. These ex-
traordinary, adventurous projects rep-
resent significant growth for the or-
chestra.”

“This weekend, we are closing one
of our most successful seasons,” he
said.

The Presbyterian Church is located
at Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street in Westfield. For tickets, which
range from $25 to $60, visit the WSO
office at 224 E. Broad Street or call
the box office at (908) 232-9400.

WF Resident Celebrates
20th Artists Gallery of Gifts

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Twenty years ago,
Westfield resident Pam Newell had an
idea. As a new mom, she had been look-
ing for a way to work from home, and so
her Artists Gallery of Gifts was born.

Twice a year every year, Ms. Newell
removes the furniture on the first floor of
her picturesque circa 1881 Victorian
home and transforms her living space
into an inviting showroom for gifts. She
brings in unique
pieces such as art-
work, floral designs,
j e w e l r y ,
monogrammed
bags, and garden ac-
cessories from 10 to
20 vendors across
the nation.

“I liked the idea
of shopping year-
round; going to
high-end gift shows
where I could pull
vendors in and
make a collection
of my own to
present to the community,” Ms. Newell
said. “I have always loved finding ven-
dors whose wares are new and unusual.
Most are from small cottage industries,
people who create things at home.”

Ms. Newell was not new to the home
show business, as she and a friend had
previously done shows together when
she resided in Short Hills before mov-
ing to Westfield 21 years ago. She also
has 23 years of experience working
part-time at New Providence Florist in
New Providence, and has also sold her
own floral arrangements from her home.
She continues to teach floral design at
the Summit Adult School.

Ms. Newell stated that her very first
show in 1986 was quite a bit different
than the ones she hosts today.

“Back then, every single piece was
handcrafted,” Ms. Newell explained. “We
might sell unique ornaments that took
someone 14 hours to make with a glue
gun, and maybe sell them for $2 each.”

At her recent spring show during
the last weekend in April, Ms.
Newell’s house was chockfull of a
variety of both handmade and manu-
factured items. In one room, a mag-
netic print was priced at $7.50, while
in an adjoining room, an artist’s origi-
nal painting was selling for $750.

“It’s gone from being a very craft-
oriented show to a much more so-
phisticated line of giftware and fine

art,” Ms. Newell said.
The high ceilings, handsome ar-

chitectural moldings and wallpapers
of her tastefully decorated Victorian
home provide a backdrop conducive
to selling her wares.

“I think the home atmosphere is
one of the things that draws people to
the show,” Ms. Newell said. “Like if
they see something displayed on the
mantel, they might think it would
look good on their mantel, too.”

Ms. Newell hosts
a holiday and gift-
giving themed show
every November,
while the spring
show usually runs a
couple of weeks be-
fore Mother’s Day
with a garden
theme. The shows
typically run for all
three days of a
weekend.

On the Saturday
afternoon of her
most recent show,
Ms. Newell’s

house was bustling with activity.
Westfield resident Jill Pierce was

looking at a woven tote for her mom,
as well as tiny vine and berry candle
rings as possible centerpieces for a
communion.

“I’ve come to the holiday shows
here, too,” Ms. Pierce said.

Dawn Sijonell of Westfield shared
her opinion as a first-time customer,
buying a wreath, bracelet, and framed
piece of art. “It’s not stuff you see
when you run downtown. I’ll prob-
ably come back again tomorrow.”

Sherry Varian of Westfield said, “I
love that square wreath. I’m going to
put it on my front door.”

In addition to selling gifts, Ms.
Newell often runs a charity raffle
during the show. It usually consists of
a gift basket of items from the ven-
dors, and the proceeds benefit
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Reflecting on her 20 years in the
business, Ms. Newell stated, “I’d re-
ally like to say thank you to the com-
munity for supporting what I’ve put
together all these years. I also thank
all my vendors for joining me and
coming back year after year.”

Ms. Newell hopes to continue host-
ing the Artists Gallery of Gifts for many
years to come. For more information or
to join her mailing list, Ms. Newell can
be reached at (908) 654-3614.

Symphony Combines Mozart
And Mother’s Day in Finale

CAST Holds Auditions
For Joseph at Brearley
KENILWORTH – Community Ac-

tors Student Theater (CAST) will hold
auditions for Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat on May 22
and 23 from 6 to 9 p.m. at David
Brearley High School in Kenilworth.

Casting is open for ages 10 and
older. Rehearsals will begin June 26
and the production will be held on
July 27, 28 and 29.

Those rehearsing are asked to come
prepared to sing at least part of the
following songs as it applies: Women:
“Prologue,” “Jacob And Sons;” Men/
Joseph: “Any Dream Will Do,” “Close
Every Door”; Men/Brothers: “Ben-
jamin Calypso”

Consult CAST on the web at
www.castinfo.org or call Susan Pinto
at (908) 245-9128.
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with a fresh look at what the author
wrote, instead of merely re-enacting
the Broadway version that boasted
Disney’s big budget gimmicks, and
smoke and mirrors.

Ingenious uses of colorful cloths in
the laundry scene and at the end of
Act II present the fabric being twirled
with magnificence and ease. They
take on the feel of military pennants.

Additionally, choreographer
Kelsea-Janenne Fleisher utilizes black
and gold five-foot rods for the uni-
formed soldiers to punctuate their
precise motions in “Fortune Favors
the Brave.”

The strongest numbers of the en-
semble are Negro Spiritual in feel
and execution, especially “The Gods
Love Nubia,” and the a cappella num-
ber.

In his ever-present orange outfit,
Mereb, the Nubian turned Egyptian
(Michael Miguel), makes his pres-
ence seen and heard on stage in a
solid rendition of “How I Know You.”

Vocal director Tracy Glenn Murray
has shaped a nice mix of legitimate
and pop voices.

Stage conductor Mitch Kolesaire
keeps the six percussion-driven mu-
sicians together. A bit more bass and
drums would have rounded out the
sound that was almost muffled from
behind the scrim.

Just as the colorful fabrics of an-
cient Egypt were core to the country’s
being, the multicolor of texture and
tone are unfurled to delight the eye
and ear in this show that runs through
May 20.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – There is nothing
greater than a good belly laugh. At
the Westfield Community Players’
latest show, Nunsense, be prepared
for those gales of laughter, because
they come by the truckload thanks to
an energetic cast, great pacing, and
hilarious script.

Let’s get one thing straight from
the start: you don’t have to be Catho-
lic to enjoy the merriment, or to get
the jokes. They are generic enough to
encompass all the foibles of human-
ity, not just ones of a particular reli-
gion.

Mother Superior of the Little Sis-
ters of Hoboken has invited us to this
benefit show in the St. Helen’s School
auditorium, which is decorated for
the upcoming eighth graders’ pro-
duction of Grease.

Unfortunately, convent cook Sister
Julia “Child of God” inadvertently
has poisoned most of the sisters of the
order. The benefit is to raise money
for burial of a few nuns who are still
chillin’ in the convent’s freezer, just
waiting for money for a burial plot.

From the opening of the show as
the nuns work the audience before
they go up on stage, the audience has
a ball. The nuns’ acts include vaude-
ville stunts, traditional musical com-
edy story numbers, dancing, singing
and even ventriloquism. More than
one of the gals in black and white
habits is secretly longing to be in the
spotlight of stardom.

In the opening number, they con-
fess that they “may be on their way to
heaven, but will raise a little hell.”
And they do so with irreverence and
tongue-in-cheek cheekiness.

The Westfield Community
Theater’s intimate space is perfect
for this musical. Nice call by veteran
producer Naomi Yablonsky and ex-
perienced director Joann Scanlon.
With the help of musical director
Seth Saltzman, they have assembled
a great little cast with pretty big tal-
ent.

Barbi McGuire, a straight laced, no
nonsense Irish “Rev” can belt out a
tune with the best of them and really
likes the lighting designer Bob
Murray’s spotlight. The silliness
award has to go to Reverend Mother
when she gets “high” on confiscated
Rush. Her giggling contagiously
spreads throughout the audience.

Her number two gal, Sister Mary
Hubert, played by Andrea Barra,
brings down the house in her “Holier
than Thou” number that gets us all
clapping and humming.

Sister Robert Ann (Jen Hanselman),
as an understudy in the benefit, sings
her song when scheduled performers
don’t show.

A real showman complete with a
Brooklyn accent, Ms. Hanselman

sings her story and entertains us with
hilarious impressions of “characters”
with part of her wimple. She delivers
a number of the one-line zingers to
the Rev., with great timing too.

The young novice of the nuns, Sis-
ter Mary Leo (Cassie Carelli) in her
white wimple is quite a sight in the
ballet number. That innocent, gor-
geous face belies the devilish glee she
gets from some of the pranks she
pulls. With a dream of becoming the
first nun ballerina, she sings and
dances her way through morning
prayers in her pink ballet shoes and
bemoans the fact that the Reverend
Mother won’t let her wear a tutu.

Kristen Umansky, who plays
“dumb” convincingly, presents a very
endearing Sister Mary Amnesia who
tries to remember who she is after
being knocked on the noggin’ by an
errant crucifix. Her star quality voice
leads to the surprise ending.

Off Broadway fare at its best,
Nunsense is the type of show that
would be a sin to miss.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & 1/2 popcorns

While rollicking, silly and pretty
much what you’d expect on the sur-
face, part and parcel of R.V.’s winning
ways is its non-preachy interjection
of family values. Awash in a circus of
slapstick, lowbrow and free-for-all
comedy, mini aphorisms nonetheless
peek through, legitimize, and give
more depth to director Barry
Sonnenfeld’s serendipitous farce than
maybe even he had planned.

None of which is to suggest that
Robin Williams’s latest film is going
to win any Oscars. In fact, come Acad-
emy Award time, the TV room is
about the only place where R.V. will
still be showing. That’s where it’s
ultimately heartwarming, but hardly
profound antics will likely find their
most appreciative audience.

It opens with an acerbic commen-
tary on the American family today.
Exuding an unpretentious likeability,
Mr. Williams stars as Bob Munro, a
successful soft drink executive who,
along with his wife and requisite two
kids, is living the upper middle-class
dream in Pasadena. Which means that
everyone’s off doing their own thing,
isolated by the so-called conveniences
of contemporary life.

Jamie Munro, the stay-at-home
mom charmingly etched by Cheryl
Hines, is swamped in details. Daugh-
ter Cassie (Joanna “JoJo” Levesque)
is attached to her iPod. Son Carl (Josh
Hutcherson) is obsessed with
weightlifting. And dad, though he
doesn’t want anyone to know it, is
worried that Frank (Tony Hale), his
martinet boss at Pure Vibe, is looking
to replace him with a younger guy.

All of which leads us to why Bob
cancels the much-anticipated family
vacation to Hawaii, foisting instead
upon his loved ones the remedial to-
getherness that only an R.V. excur-
sion can afford. Truth is, Bob has
been told he must attend an acquisi-
tion meeting in Boulder, Colo., or
else.

It’s no wonder, convincing fellow
that he is. Still, that he persuades his
albeit grumbling brood to abandon
the notion of silver beaches for a

week of roughing it in confined quar-
ters is sheer cinematic license.

The Long, Long Trailer (1954), star-
ring Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz as
newlyweds also careening around in
the title vehicle, will appreciate the
recycling of cross-country hijinks:
i.e.- The R.V.’s handbrake is soon
rendered mischievously and repeti-
tiously useless, and there is at least
one scene with the metal monster
precariously perched at cliff’s preci-
pice.

But this time, too, the chief buga-
boo is not mechanical. Rather, it is the
road-going neighbors, threatening
possessors of disparate folkways and
mores, which most menace the
Munros.

Traversing the continent as a way
of life and imposing their down-home,
hillbilly presence are the non-stop
Gornickes. A liberal’s nightmare in
family form, they are Travis (Jeff
Daniels), his wife Marie Jo (Kristin
Chenoweth), their son Earl (Hunter
Parrish) and daughter Moon (Chloe
Sonnenfeld). Their chief sin? They’d
like to be friends.

Of course, Bob and company shud-
der at the thought. They make ex-
cuses, suddenly break camp, and run
like the dickens each time their coun-
try cousins attempt to lasso them.

With the chase on, it’s shades of
Harold Lloyd, the Keystone Kops and
a host of other old-time daredevils as
former cinematographer Sonnenfeld
displays a talent for the classic shtick.
And while it goes without saying that
stunt doubles are performing all the
really dangerous stuff, we get the
idea that Robin Williams is flexing
muscles he hasn’t used in quite some
time. It’s so old it’s novel.

Still, it requires chutzpah to follow
through on all those clichés. Taking
the low road in search of mirth and
high ideals, R.V.’s mishap-filled mor-
alizing travels better than its obvious
itinerary might suggest.

* * * * * * *
R.V., rated PG, is a Sony Pictures

Entertainment release directed by
Barry Sonnenfeld and stars Robin
Williams, Cheryl Hines and Jeff
Daniels. Running time: 98 minutes.

Christie Storms for The Leader and The Times
WARE HOUSE…Pam Newell shows
some of her wares during the 20th anni-
versary of her Artists Gallery of Gifts.


