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On the way back from an Al Stewart
concert last week at the Forum Theatre
in Metuchen, I stopped for a drink —
these days, that would be a Berries &
Cream Dr Pepper — at the Langhorne
(Pa.) 7-Eleven.

The overnight guy there is a quirky
middle-ager who plays golf all day and
listens to his Rick Nelson, Frank Sinatra
and Four Seasons CD’s all night while
getting paid to mind the store. Not a bad
gig (except for the golf part).

So I’m paying for the soda and I look
over behind the counter and see these
two tan envelopes. I’ve seen them be-
fore. I ask him, “Are those APBA cards?”
He says, “Yes, do you play APBA too?
I’ve been playing for years.” One of the
two packs he has is the 1968 Los Ange-
les Dodgers, including WHS graduate
Jeff Torborg. I say, “This guy went to
my high school!”

APBA cards were mathematically
computed to produce the kind of num-
bers a player had actually produced on
the field the year before. Looking at
Jeff’s card, and remembering the game’s
numbers from the thousands of APBA
games I’d played, it was obvious the
previous season had not been a good one
offensively for the WHS graduate.

But still, seeing the cards brought
back a flood of memories, of APBA
baseball, football, golf, bowling, and
horse racing (never got into the basket-
ball and hockey games), of summers
spent on my porch or in John Schneider’s
kitchen alcove, replaying the entire Yan-
kees season from the previous year (he
was always the Yankees, I was the oppo-
nent, using the actual lineups from old
Sporting News pages).

Back in those days of long ago, table
games were quite the rage. In a way, I
guess APBA and Strat-O-Matic were
sort of a precursor to the current Fantasy
Leagues, or Rotissiere. And you were
either “Aapbah” or you were “Strat” …
nobody was both. At my end of Embree
Crescent, APBA was king, while Bill
Dlouhy was a Strat guy at the other end.

It was like “Real Draft or Lite” (why
would anybody drink Lite?), vinyl or
compact disc (that’s a tough one to call),
Rory or Paris on the Gilmore Girls
(hahaha, who is Rory?). And I was, and
still am, an APBA guy; even been to the
company’s in Lancaster, Pa., building a
couple of times.

It’s been 45 years since my first APBA
purchase, but I can still remember wait-
ing at the mailbox every six months
when — as a former buyer of the game
— I would receive the “rosters” of the
players selected for that year’s baseball
or football games. Not every player made
the “final roster” though I forget the
numbers now I think it was 20 baseball
players and maybe 33 in football.

But the cards’ numbers — sadly, per-
haps — have never left my head. You
played with two die, a big red one and a
tiny white one. The red die counted first,
so a red four and a white two was “42”
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APBA vs. Strat-O-Matic?
You Were One or the Other

and you’d look at the batter’s card and
then to the corresponding base-situation
board to see the result. Boxcars — 66 —
was generally a home run, though for a
guy like Mickey Mantle both 11 and 33
were also good chances for a homer.
Basically, the best numbers, in order,
were 66, 11, 33, 22, 44, 55, 15, 25, 35, 31,
51 and maybe 42. Those were the “hit”
numbers, but my favorite number was
53, which is when errors and all kinds of
things could happen on the “rare play
board,” including rain delays, injuries,
players ejected for arguing and every
play imaginable.

When I saw Jeff Torborg’s card had a 13
(always a strikeout) at the normally decent
die number 35, I knew he was a defensive
whiz that year. Current WHS catcher Mike
Murray would likely have a 9 (usually a
single) or maybe 14 (walk) at 35.

Even well into my 30s, APBA was
still big in my life. We had an APBA
baseball league where I worked (my
team included Manny Sanguillen at
catcher, Steve Garvey at first, Dave Cash
at second, Rick Burleson at short, Mike
Schmidt at third and an outfield of Carl
Yastrzemski, Rick Monday and Reggie
Smith). We often stayed after work until
4 or 5 in the morning to play, and my
Crimson Tide finished second to Dan
Castellano’s team. We also had a 36-
man match-play golf tournament with
complete brackets (sorry, no Michelle
Wie exemption here).

Good times, good times. And seeing
those APBA cards at the 7-Eleven after
hearing Al Stewart sing “Time Passages”
was definitely a cool trip back in time.

DEN TRIVIA
Name the two WHS boys tennis

coaches who did not win the Union
County Tournament in their first year.

A MEMORABLE DAY
Monday was a day that will long be
remembered by Bob Brewster and Mike
Murray. Brewster, in his 24th season as
the head baseball coach at WHS, picked
up victory No. 400 during a rout of
Malcolm X Shabazz at Newark’s
Weequahic Park. Brewster is the first
WHS coach in any sport to post 400
victories.

And Murray slugged a pair of home
runs in the game, giving him seven on
the season and 18 for his career. That
makes him the all-time all-gender HR
leader at WHS, surpassing the 17 ca-
reer home runs of softballer Sarah
Cozewith, who still has the all-gender
single-season mark of 11, hit in 1986.

George Kapner (boys tennis) and
Mike Tirone (bowling) each surpassed
300 career victories this year. Ed Tirone
(223, girls tennis) and Bev Torok (200,
volleyball) are next among active WHS
coaches.

MORE HIGH FIVES
This week we’ll take a break from

WHS sports, and rate the top five New
Jersey hot dog places that The Den has
visited (sorry, haven’t been to Rutt’s
Hutt in Clifton or Syd’s in Union).

1. Max’s, Long Branch. No. 1 for, at
least, the past 55 years, at least!

2. Hot Dog Johnny’s, Buttzville. Well
worth the long ride out Route 46 near
the Delaware Water Gap.

3. Toby’s Cup, Lopatcong. The build-
ing is the size of the Jolly Trolley’s
men’s room, but the dogs are great,
served P’burg style with a dill pickle
wedge stuffed next to the dog.

4. Galloping Hill, Union. It’s in
Union, at Five Points, but still a worth-
while stop.

5. (tie) Hiram’s, Fort Lee. In the
shadow of the George Washington
Bridge, and finally out of the shadow of
down-the-street rival Callahan’s
(closed).

5. (tie) Charlie’s Pool Room, Alpha.
Talk about a hidden treasure, just south
of Phillipsburg off Rt. 519.

Next week: the top five WHS baseball
infields (c, 1b, 2b, 3b, ss) of all-time.

SPRING READING
You don’t have to be Jack Martin or

Jeff Perrella to enjoy “The Perfect Mile”
by Neal Bascomb. It’s an amazing book
centering on 1954, when three men —
England’s Roger Bannister, Australia’s
John Landy and America’s Wes Santee
— battled to become the first human to
run a mile in less than four minutes.
Hundreds and thousands have run sub-
4:00-minute miles in the 50 years since
Bannister, the ultimate amateur, first
broke the mark. But in 1954, it was an
almost unimaginable barrier. And you
don’t have to be a runner to enjoy this
book as it chronicles what the three run-
ners went through on three continents.

Another awesome read is “Flag of Our
Fathers” by James Bradley. It’s about the
famous photo of six marines putting up
the American flag at Iwo Jima in 1945. If
you want to know about World War II, or
if you had a father who was in the Ma-
rines, or any branch of the service, this is
an absolute must-read. Clint Eastwood is
directing a movie about the book’s sub-
ject, due out Aug. 4. Expect that to be the
year’s best movie.

JUST WONDERING
Why would losses in baseball and

softball on the same day to Scotch Plains
make me suicidal, but losses in baseball
and softball on the same day to Cranford
is just a bad day?

SWIMMING T-SHIRTS
If you’d like a Westfield Swimming T-

shirt for the 2006 season, there are still a
limited number (sizes L and XL) avail-
able. Contact me at the email address
below. They are $20 and very cool.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Tony Berardo (finished second to

Pingry in 1976) and George Kapner
(second to SP-F in 1991). Both are mem-
bers of the WHS “300 Win Club.”

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions, story ideas or
trivia questions at bj1019@aol.com. Go
Devils!

MINEO GETS 3 HITS, 3 RBI; ESPERON RAPS WINNER

Viking Nine Win in Seventh,
Rock Raiders, 9-8, in UCT
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Two rival teams refusing to lose
usually results in a dramatic ending.
And that is what happened when Tony
LaRocca scored on Chris Esperon’s
smash to centerfield in the bottom of
the seventh to give the eighth-seeded
Union Catholic High School baseball
team a knee-shaking, 9-8, victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment inside the vault at Scotch Plains
on May 6.

“There is no quit in this team. We got
off to a nice early lead. They came back,
scored a couple of runs on us but the
Vikings didn’t pack it in and we were
able to manufacture a couple of runs
when we needed to down the stretch,”
said Viking Head Coach Jim Reagan Jr.

Union Catholic took a 1-0 lead in
the bottom of the first when leadoff
hitter Matt Oliveto delivered a mon-
strous homer. In the second, the 12-5
Vikings went on a three-run roll. Phil
D’Epolito yanked a single and scored
on a double by Steven D’Angelo.
Next, Bobby McGuire hit a blooper
and swiped a bag. LaRocca stepped
to the plate and yanked an RBI single
to right boosting the score to 4-0.

Viking starter D’Angelo (5-2) ef-
fectively held the 9-8 Raider offense
to one hit (a single by John Mineo),
struck out three and walked one in the
first three innings but the Raiders

rumbled with two runs in the top of
the fourth. Jeff Bell walked, James
Dinizo jolted a ground-rule double to
left and Mineo bashed a two-run siz-
zler past first. In the bottom of the
inning, however, the Vikings were
awarded two runs on three errors to
regain a four-run advantage.

The Raiders retaliated in the fifth
with three runs to make the score, 6-
5. Bayard singled, Mike Rusin
doubled and Bell lifted an RBI sacri-
fice fly. Rusin then scored on an in-
field error and Mineo walked on four
pitches to load’ em up. Viking An-
thony Marsal came in to relieve and
gave up an RBI single to Mineo.

“My out pitch was my curve ball and
later in the game my fastball just lost all
it’s gas and that’s when they started to
jump all over me,” said D’Angelo. “Our
defense was strong and we never backed
down. It’s a great win and the whole
team is proud about it.”

The momentum played itself out in
the sixth. After Dave Belford poked a
single and Chris Kolb punched a sac-
rifice bunt, Bayard hammered an RBI
triple to right center and Rusin yanked
an RBI single to put the Raiders out in
front, 7-6.

The Vikes added two runs in the
bottom of the sixth. Esperon got hit
with a pitch and Mike Honeymar
reached first on a bobble. D’Epolito
and D’Angelo each followed with
RBI singles.

In the seventh, the Raiders had a
chance to stir up some real action
when Dinizo took a shot to the head,
knocking his helmet to the ground.
Two bases-on-balls later Belford
drilled a sacrifice fly that tied the
contest at eight. In the bottom of the
inning, Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock called on relief pitcher
Belford. Bobby McGuire poked a
roller that was handled by Bayard
and Matt Oliveto smashed a pitch
back at Belford who fielded his posi-
tion well for the second out. LaRocca
and Whittemore each punched singles
and Esperon nailed a ground-rule
double bringing in the winning run.

“They did a very good job pitching
to me. I couldn’t get anything to hit
but in big situations I have a knack of
coming through in the clutch,” said
Esperon.

“We made some mistakes through-
out the game. Give credit to Union
Catholic. They capitalized every time
we made a mistake,” said coach
Baylock. “Johnny (Mineo) struggled
a little bit but he battled well enough
to keep himself in the game. Decker
came in did a good job and kept us
where we had to be. Our bats came
alive for a couple of innings where we
actually took the lead. They didn’t
make any mistakes in the field and
they made the plays.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 232 1 8
Union Catholic 130 202 1 9

CRANFORD $629,500 FANWOOD $399,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $527,000 WESTFIELD $749,500

MOUNTAINSIDE $999,995

WESTFIELD $479,900

Top location!  Very nice 3 Bedroom, 1.5 bath Colonial in very good
condition.  Two fireplaces, wood floors, Eat-In Kitchen, large Family
Room, new windows and a new gas furnace make this a home not
to miss!

Best value in town!  Two blocks from train/bus and across from
LaGrande Park, this home boasts an updated Eat-In Kitchen and
bath, central air conditioning, hardwood floors, new furnace and
HWH and is freshly painted.  Just bring your bags!

Move-in condition home with large, newer Eat-In Kitchen, crown
molding in Living Room and Formal Dining Room, good-sized
Bedrooms, central air conditioning and gas forced air heat.  Up-
dates include roof, windows, siding and HWH.  Close to many
conveniences.

The possibilities are endless with ample room for all.  This spacious
Colonial can be a Mother/Daughter or related family and is cur-
rently a 2-Family offering two floors with Living Room, Formal Din-
ing Room, Eat-In Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms and full bath, central air
conditioning, 2-car garage and enclosed porch.

Charming 3 Bedroom 2 bath Colonial is just blocks from town and
train.  All original wood with updates that include a newer roof,
furnace, siding, plumbing and electric.  Living Room has a fireplace
and there is a walk-up attic.  Don’t miss this one.

Gracious Custom home in premier location offers 5 bedrooms, Great
Room, Library, Family Room, Master Bedroom suite, 2 full and 2
half baths, 3 fireplaces, 2-car garage, central air conditioning, deck,
professionally landscaped and so much more!

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ASSAULT ON A BATTER…Raider catcher James Dinizo had his bell rung when the ball hit him in the head knocking off
his helmet. Dinizo smacked a ground rule double earlier in the game.


