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Scotch Plains Revolution and Evolution,
 What was it like in Colonial Era? – Part One

By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The  Times

Editor’s Note: This is the first part
of a four-part series on the history of
Scotch Plains.

On a trip to a family reunion, I
decided, much to my nuclear family’s
chagrin, to take a side pilgrimage to
my pastoral roots in Westerly, R.I. The
Crandall homestead still stands, with
the stoic, toothless and earthly Irving
Crandall still living in the house (the
11th generation to do so). I felt com-
pelled to have my offspring see the
weathered house, the family burial
ground, and surrounding land in its
open glory before it changes. To pay
off some back taxes, my cousin sev-
eral times removed, Irving, with no
children, was forced to deed the land
over to the Indians back in the early
90’s. Considering that the first Crandall
died fighting with the
Narragansett Indians
against the Massachusetts
Bay and Connecticut colo-
nists in The Great Swamp
Fight of 1675, it was more
fitting than one might
guess. So, when Irving
passes away, the land will
be forever changed.

As I was driving home
from the reunion on
Rahway Road, past one of
the blue historical marker
signs marking Terry Well, I
noticed for the first time
that the next two mailboxes
past the well had the Terry
surname painted on them. I
knew that the well dated
back to colonial times, and
it dawned on me that per-
haps, much like our family homestead,
nine or so generations of Terrys have
also lived on the land surrounding the
well. It made me wonder what Scotch
Plains was like hundreds of years ago.
How was it was settled, what has
changed, and what has remained the
same?

Most residents in town know of the
Stage House Inn, the “God’s Acre”
burial ground outside the Baptist
Church, and the Osborn Cannonball
House. However, most people prob-
ably do not know many other historic
sites in town that have the blue signs.
Being a weekend photojournalist, I
thought that it would be a fun project
to photograph many of these sites.

The next step was to bounce the idea
off of Horace Corbin, the publisher of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
The Westfield Leader. Horace was the
visionary of the historical theme of
last year’s This Is Westfield annual
publication. Over a cup of coffee,
Horace said that I should not only take
some photos but take a stab at scribing
the article. I had that same queasy
feeling in my gut when I have a good
idea at work and the boss says, “That’s
good, now run with it.” You realize that

you just committed yourself to more
work than you had bargained for. My
heart said yes, but my calendar said
no. Like Edgar Allan Poe’s epic short
story “The Tell-Tale Heart,” I thought
I could hear my Blackberry calendar
beeping in its holster louder and louder.
In the end, I agreed, and Horace said to
contact Rick Bousquet, president ofthe
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical
Society, and co-author (with his wife
Suzanne) of the Images of America
series, “Scotch Plains and Fanwood.”

During our initial phone call, Rick
charged into the fascinating history
of Scotch Plains – the good, the bad,
and the ugly. Rick’s enthusiasm was
growing as he discussed the historic
places and people. Rick summed up
the history of Scotch Plains as fol-
lows: “The history of Scotch Plains is
a wonderful example of the growth of

our nation as reflected in a small
close-knit community. From the writ-
ing of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence through the Revolutionary War
and all of the wars which followed,
our humble community has made
important contributions in the forma-
tion of a great nation.”

Rick suggested that I read “Under
the Blue Hills – Scotch Plains, New
Jersey,” by Marion Nicholl Rawson.
Marion was born in 1878; her father
was Scotch Plains mayor in the late
1870s. In her book, published in 1956,
she describes the endless rural beauty
of the Scotch Plains of her youth and
adds her own sketches. There is a
tone of disappointment as she de-
scribes a rural village that melted into
the Watchung Mountains at the turn
of the 20th century and was dramati-
cally changed by Route 22 and the
housing developments of the 1950s.

Battle of Short Hills
Long before time-pressed soccer

moms were gunning their mini-vans
around town, before the first horseless
carriage paraded down Front Street,
before British cannon balls were fired
into the Osborne house during the

Battle of Short Hills, and even long
before the white man settled in what is
now the Scotch Plains in the 1600’s,
Scotch Plains was a tranquil home to
the Leni-Lenape ten centuries ago.
American perception of history is bi-
ased towards when the European set-
tlers came to the “New World.” That is,
it is hard for most Americans to visu-
alize history before four centuries ago.

The next time you ride down Martine
Avenue you can tell your kids that you
are traveling on what used to be an
ancient Indian trail called the Minesink
Trail, which went from the sea near
Shrewsbury up through Watching
Mountains to the Indian “council fire”
in the area known back then as
Minesink on the Delaware River.

Rick Bousquet told me that there
was a Native American settlement near
the Ashbrook Swamp and close near

the Minesink Trail. Rick,
Joe Liss (a life-long Scotch
Plains resident), and I
hiked into the Ashbrook
Preserve to look at the
settlement land of our
town’s Native American
forefathers. After a short
walk, Rick scraped the soil
and said this was Red Hill.
A 360-degree gaze
brought no signs of civili-
zation and a feeling that
perhaps I was seeing the
same unspoiled nature that
the Native Americans saw
many centuries ago.

Rick explained that there
were three reasons why
Native Americans settled
in this area. The area had a
source of fresh drinking

water, which also attracted game to the
area. Game represented a critical hunt-
ing resource for survival. These ani-
mals were like a walking Superstore of
today, providing meat, fur, and other
necessities. The last reason for choos-
ing this area has to do with geology. The
rocks in this area had a different min-
eral base, which was harder than most
of the clay-based rock we find in our
yards. This different, harder type of
mineral base was ideal for making tools
and weapons. Rick  added that the area
is thought to be the northern most point
of the New Jersey Pine Barrens.

Archeological digs have proved that
there was also a Native American settle-
ment near where the present day Stage
House Inn is located. One of the fasci-
nating things discovered after the un-
earthing of a repository of shells was
that the Native Americans were fond of
oysters. The oysters were from the
Raritan Bay. Next time you are at the
Stage House for a gourmet French din-
ner, ask your waiter for Amboy oysters
instead of Blue Points or Wellfleet and
see what reaction you get.

By all accounts, the early white
settlers got along well with the Native
American inhabitants. The Indians
shared knowledge of the land and
local crops, including corn and
squash, and even shared their shelters
with their new neighbors. The crops
brought from Europe would not grow
in America, and the generosity of
these men and women was vital to the
survival of the earliest colonists.

As payback, these settlers brought
with them the western land ownership
doctrine. The European concept of
land ownership was foreign to the
Native Americans, as they believed in
a Mother Earth philosophy in which
the earth and its vast resources are
respected and the land is shared. How
could someone own a part of the Earth?
Later, this fundamental cultural dif-
ference of land ownership was prob-
ably the root of the sometimes fatal
conflict between the Native Ameri-
cans and white men of the area.

These settlers struck land deals for
beads, furs, and trinkets, and a one-
way ticket into the oblivion of the
western land migration for the Native
Americans. It is sad that many of our
town’s forefathers, probably without
malice, but surely with western en-
titlement, were part of the story of
Indians being pushed off their native
soil. Marion Nicholl Rawson describes
seeing fires in the Watchung Moun-
tains when she was young that turned
out to be the “last Indian powwows”
and the end of Indians in the area of
Scotch Plains. The Leni-Lenape were
first pushed across the Delaware River
over into Pennsylvania. They were
finally forced to the Oklahoma Indian
reservations. Dr. Frank Esposito of
Kean University interviewed the last
living Leni-Lenape Indian to find out
more about how they lived.

COLONIAL SCOTCH PLAINS…An artist’s rendition of what
18th-century Scotch Plains looked like. The town, as well as many
others in Union County, was settled in the Colonial era and played
a role in the Revolutionary War.

Notable Homes Are Sights to Behold:
Friends of WSO Hold Annual Fundraiser

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Last weekend, five local
families welcomed the public into their
extraordinary homes for the Friends
of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
22nd Annual Notable Homes Tour, a
fundraiser for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO).

Volunteers cheerfully greeted ticket
holders at the front door of each resi-
dence and kept the self-guided tours
running smoothly by directing the
large crowds from room to room in an
orderly fashion. Interior designers
were also present at some locales and
were happy to answer questions and
discuss details with visitors.

Three homes on the tour were lo-
cated in Westfield, and while all three
were built in the early 1900s, each
featured completely different archi-
tectural characteristics and ap-
proaches to impeccable design.

French Provencal style was predomi-
nant in one Lawrence Avenue resi-
dence, which showcased sumptuous
French fabrics and antiques, a Limoges
collection and remarkable murals and
faux painting effects. An original stained
glass window graced the staircase land-
ing, and dramatic “before and after”
photos of the home’s renovations were
also displayed.

A second Lawrence Avenue resi-
dence was brimming with colonial
charm, featuring handsome Victorian-
era moldings, exquisite mantels, built-
in cabinetry and cozy painted bead-

board details. Custom floral, toile
and checked fabrics mingled with
new and antique furnishings, includ-
ing a circa 1769 antique dowry dish
closet in the center hall.

The stately Tidewater Virginia Co-
lonial on Tremont Avenue held sur-
prises for visitors. The ultra modern
interior expertly showcased striking
pieces of fine art, including one in
video form called “A Moment in Time,”
which immediately catches the eye
upon entering the center hall. Another
surprise awaited those stepping out-
side to view the spectacular gardens.
The rear of the property is actually
Astro Turf, which serves as a soccer
field for the homeowners’ children.

The only new home on the tour was
a sprawling European-style residence
on Gamble Road in Scotch Plains. The
attention to detail astounds in this Old
World interior, featuring Venetian plas-
ter walls, a limestone fireplace mantel
and surround and one-of-a-kind cus-
tom furnishings and fabrics. Most note-
worthy was the built-in dining room
breakfront, inspired by an 18th-century
French jewelry store façade. The center
doors appear to be part of the breakfront
but actually serve as entrance to the
expansive kitchen, featured in a recent
issue of Design New Jersey magazine.

Grandeur abounds in the exceptional
circa 1914 Georgian Revival mansion
located on Watchung Avenue in
Plainfield. The majestic, sweeping
three-story staircase was one that would
befit Scarlett O’Hara and the like in

their most regal ball gowns. Each room
featured historical treasures such as
old servant’s call box, original elevator
and icebox. Architectural marvels high-
lighted the breathtaking residence with
Gothic-style mahogany and glass
pocket doors flanking the center hall,
carved Queen Anne pediments and
arched entryways, towering Palladian
windows and intricate paneling, mold-
ings, and millwork on almost every
surface including the ceilings.

Visitors could also linger outside
the various residences to relish the
many enchanting trellises, gazebos,
Koi ponds, seating areas, and winding
paths bursting with countless blooms.

“We usually find the homes chosen
for the tour through word of mouth,”
said Lee Corcoran, of the Friends of the
WSO Notable Home Tour committee.

“It’s a community-wide collabora-
tion,” said committee member Myriam
Gabriel. “It brings together a lot of
people, including merchants, florists,
and landscapers. Everything is donated,
and proceeds go to the WSO for both
educational purposes and for the enjoy-
ment of the people in Union County.”

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIS OLD HOUSE…This circa 1914 Georgian Revival mansion in Plainfield was one of five extraordinary residences on
the Friends of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 22nd Annual Notable Homes Tour.

EDUCATION FUND…On March 4, The Westfield Education Fund held its Wine
Tasting and Auction fundraiser. One of the auction items was an opportunity to
have lunch with Mayor Andy Skibitsky and tour the municipal offices. Shown,
from left to right behind the mayor, are Holden Ehrhart, Julia Penczak, Kevin
Anderson and Una Heinzerling. Cosimo’s Pizzeria provided lunch.

True Confessions of an
Internet Travel Junkie

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — I admit it,
I’m hooked. I have farewatcher pro-
grammed on Travelocity to track down
the cheapest airfare to my four favorite
vacation destinations. I check it regu-
larly and, just for fun, log on over to
Orbitz to do some comparison shop-
ping, even though the only place I plan
on visiting any time soon is my office.

I satisfy my fix for travel by living
vicariously through trip reports and
blogs and globetrotting in warp speed
without ever leaving the comfort of
my chair. Thankfully, I rarely get
tangled up in the World Wide Web –
where I hate getting lost, or worse,
wasting valuable time trying to get to
the “right” place on my crusades.
America Online’s travel message
boards are now accessible to every-
one at http://www.aol.com. By far
the easiest online site to navigate,
they’re as up to date as a pending
museum strike in Paris.

If you’re the type that believes half
the fun of taking a trip is planning it,
then log onto www.aol.com. Next, type
keyword “travel.” Scroll down to
“travel resources” and click on “com-
munity.” Voila! You’ve arrived. The
entire world is now at your fingertips,
neatly sorted into a roster of countries,
cruise lines and RV-speak. Get ready
to explore and maybe even conquer.

This is not your mother’s travel
agent. Less intimidating than a chat
room, where things can get uncom-
fortable, a message board forum al-
lows you to scroll through hundreds of
topics called “threads” listed in chro-
nological order. It’s here you’ll find
just what you’re looking for, or if not,
all you need do is ask. Travel questions
are answered faster than a “New York
minute” by those with first-hand
knowledge about a particular place.

Resident experts may include
expats living abroad, natives of a par-
ticular place, or frequent visitors who
can tell you anything you want to
know. Great restaurants, hotel rec-
ommendations suiting any budget,
safety tips, you name it, this is the
place to turn for the best travel advice
found in cyberspace. Want the cheap-
est or fastest way to get from the
airport to your hotel in Rome? How
about the name of a restaurant in St.
John with the best view? What about
that two-star hotel in Paris you’re
considering – is it a gem or a dump?
All answered from those who’ve been
there, done that. And these folks are
practically on call, 24-7.

Newbies and Lurkers and Trolls, oh

my. Of course, even in cyberspace,
there must be order. While an active
group of regular posters go to great
lengths to keep the message boards
intact, first-time visitors, aka
“newbies,” should proceed with cau-
tion. Many people simply remain con-
tent to read posts and gather informa-
tion, but rarely post publicly – and for
good reason. Trolls, many afflicted
with multiple screen-name personal-
ity disorders, love to stir the pot. Some
even fancy arguing – or agreeing –
with themselves, under numerous
aliases. While members helping mem-
bers is the object of the game, most
like to play nice–except sometimes
they don’t. The omnipresent screen
names do their best to keep the boards
in check and most love nothing more
than to help others plan a trip, sharing
from experience what they know (and
that can be a lot); gratuitously googling
the rest. Sometimes the commotion is
nothing more than a pleasant battle of
the wits, but on occasion, keystrokes
clash and things can turn ugly.

Unless you happen to be up for some
serious cyber-slashing or in a Jerry
Springer frame of mind, simply skip
these threads as you would an annoying
radio station. Eventually things return
to normal and on topic, with friendly
travel-related advice — like the latest
airfare sale to Europe, or the inevitable
question “what should I wear in Paris
so I don’t stand out like a tourist?” Oh,
the places you’ll go in cyberspace.

WHS World Language
Dept. Hosts Career Day

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) World Language De-
partment hosted Career Day on April 25.

Throughout the day, several pre-
senters, representing an assortment
of professional backgrounds, dis-
cussed the importance of world lan-
guages in their careers.

Students had an opportunity to lis-
ten and learn from individuals whose
knowledge and understanding of lan-
guage and culture are key to their
success in the professional world.
Included amongst the presenters were
representatives from all avenues of
the business world, including attor-
neys, research directors, CEOs, and
advertising directors.

The presenters were fluent in sev-
eral languages, including French,
Spanish, Italian, and Arabic.

WHS French teacher Marie-Laure
Hollander said, “All the presenters
enjoyed sharing their experiences with
our students. Students asked many
questions and were interested in learn-
ing about the many ways languages
can be used in such a variety of fields.
I believe that it reinforced their moti-
vation to pursue language learning.”

TAKE YOUR PARENT TO SCHOOL DAY…Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield recently held their annual Take Your Parent to School Day. Parents
were invited to spend a half hour touring their children’s classrooms, collaborat-
ing on small projects and enjoying some refreshments provided by the Franklin
PTO. Pictured is kindergartener Sarah Wasserman sharing her writing journal
with her mother, Donna Wasserman.


