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BANDSTAND…Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Friends
of Mindowaskin President Debby Burslem and Friends Past President Nancy
Priest discuss the private-public partnership at the Westfield park for renovating
the bandstand. The Friends will be adding to the funds already appropriated by
the town — the second endeavor of this nature.

Parade Committee Seeks
Veterans of War on Terror

SCOTCH PLAINS — Memorial
Day pays tribute to American mili-
tary personnel of all wars who made
the ultimate sacrifice by giving their
lives in service to their country. The
2006 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memo-
rial Day Parade will be held on Mon-
day, May 29.

The theme for this year’s parade is
“Support Our Troops – A Salute To
Those Who Serve.” The parade will
recognize the dedication, commitment
and sacrifices of the men and women
of the Armed Forces of the United
States who have served and continue
to serve in the defense of America in
the War on Terror.

All Scotch Plains and Fanwood
veterans who were in military service
from 1990 through to the present will
be honored at the parade. This in-

cludes those currently serving on ac-
tive duty. The Parade Committee in-
vites all township and borough resi-
dents who were, or are still members
of the military during this era to par-
ticipate in the 2006 parade. The invi-
tation is extended to all veterans of
this period regardless of duty station.
This includes stateside, overseas, and
combat assignments.

Those veterans who are interested
in joining their fellow comrades from
the War on Terror should register
with the Parade Committee by con-
tacting Toni Rollis at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at (908) 322-
6700, ext. 314. These veterans will
march as a group along the parade
route to receive the community’s
“thank you” in recognition of their
service to America.

Beach Boys Author to
Appear at MS Library

MOUNTAINSIDE — Author, pro-
ducer, and music historian Chuck
Granata returns to the Mountainside
Public Library, Tuesday, May 25 at 7
p.m. to kick off the summer with his
musical presentation, “Behind the mu-
sic of the Beach Boys.” Mr. Granata
is the author of Wouldn’t It Be Nice:
Brian Wilson and the Making of the
Beach Boys’ Pet Sounds.

From conception and composition,
to arrangement and production, Pet
Sounds changed the face of American
popular music. Brian Wilson’s prodi-
gious talent, his ability to turn his back
on the protest songs and folk-rock of
his contemporaries, and even the bright
surf sound of his own creation allowed
him to reach deep within himself to
make music that struck an emotional
chord and touched people’s souls.

Wilson’s ability to embrace the rap-

idly advancing recording technology
of the 1960s and to expertly blend rock
‘n’ roll, rhythm and blues, and jazz
sounds with velvety harmonies and
sensitive melodies to create a brand-
new studio sound will be discussed.

Mr. Granata is also the multi-tal-
ented producer and director of Frank
Sinatra’s Columbia recordings, and is
currently at work on a book about leg-
endary record producer Phil Ramone.

To quote Nancy Sinatra, “Chuck
Granata is a fountain of information.”

Don’t miss this opportunity to share
in his musical insights. The Friends of
the Mountainside Public Library are
sponsoring this program, which is free
and open to all. To reserve a seat, please
call (908) 233-0115 to register, or visit
the Mountainside Public Library, Con-
stitution Plaza, Mountainside during
regular library hours.

By Patricia Quattrocchi, Candidate for Freeholder

Give the Open Space
Trust Fund a Rest

County Unveils Emergency
Radio System For Schools

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD  – The county unveiled
a new emergency radio communica-
tions system for schools to reach local
police and county emergency services
in the event phone lines are down.
Officials described the system as an
additional layer of communications.

A $1.7 million Homeland Security
grant the county received last year will
fund the purchase of the radios, valued
at $1,000 apiece. Each participating
district will receive one radio per school
– both public and private. The county
has estimated the cost of the program
at $235,000. Additional radios are
available for schools to purchase, with
the county providing free training and
programming of the radios, including
lessons in “plain speak” in compliance
with the National Incident Manage-
ment System (NIMS). Local police
dispatchers will be able to monitor
their schools through the radio fre-
quency.

Officials said the radios could be
used in daytime emergencies or a large-
scale domestic or international terror-
ist incident, or an active shooter, hos-
tage or barricaded suspect situation
when phone lines may be inactive.

“We started with the smaller schools
first; school districts like Garwood and
Winfield so that we could get a handle
for any things that came up. So far we
haven’t seen any. It’s just a matter of
protocols being established,” said Steve
Thorpe, Supervising Communications
Technician with the Union County Di-
vision Information Technologies, Data
Processing and Telecommunications.

He said there would be a written
protocol on how the radios are to be
used. He described the 800-megahertz
system as a trunk radio system with
five channels that “maximizes spec-
trum efficiency by sharing those chan-
nels among all the users.”

“The primary link will be between
the schools and their town police de-
partments so if conventional means of
communication fails, such as tele-

phones, they still have a means of
communication,” Mr. Thorpe said.
“This is the first time it has been used
in a school environment.”

The radios will enable “instant com-
munication” between schools and their
local police departments and the Union
County Police Department. Schools
will also be able to utilize Countywide,
a talk group channel that enables inter-
action between agencies including the
county prosecutor’s office, sheriff’s
office, county police and Office of
Emergency Management (OEM).

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella called the program a “pre-
ventative” and “pro-active” plan that
will ensure a speedy response by emer-
gency responders. “I think this is an-
other example of Union County being
ahead of the curve in the State of New
Jersey,” he said. He said the county was
the first county in the state to have
school safety surveys completed by
police departments and school districts.

Selena Carroll, a spokeswoman for
the county’s Division of Emergency
Management, said at Monday’s press
conference that all school superinten-
dents in the county have been invited
to order radios for their district.

A secretary in Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol Choye’s office said the dis-
trict has received radios for its eight
schools. Westfield School District
spokesperson Lorre Korecky  said the
district has not been contacted by the
county but that officials “will look
into” the program.

Garwood Police Chief William Legg
said the radios, “could help in commu-
nications with our school in the event
that phone lines went down.” He added
that the borough is looking for funding
for a Reverse 9-1-1 system, whereby
residents can be notified of a borough
emergency. He hopes the system will
be in place by the end of the year.

County officials have not given a
timetable on distribution of the radios
and training of school staff. Smaller
districts will receive radios first.

Mayor McCarthy to
Hold Saturday Hours
GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor

Dennis J. McCarthy will hold his
monthly mayor’s Saturday hours from
10 to 11 a.m., this Saturday, May 13,
in the Garwood Municipal Building
at 403 South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns they have, or
just to say hello and meet Mayor
McCarthy. For more information,
please call (908) 789-0710.

In March of 2000, the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders held two
public hearings to evaluate public sup-
port for the formation of a park land
and open space trust fund. The estab-
lishment of such a fund would make
monies available so the county could
acquire open space acres, as well as
develop the county’s existing park sys-
tem. The trust fund would provide a
constant source of funding by assess-
ing one to three cents per $100 of
assessed property evaluation, totaling
$3.2 to $9.7 million annually.

Seventeen attendees spoke at the
meeting, including a councilperson
suggesting that the wording for the trust
should make it clear that the monies
only be used to acquire open space and
not immediately fund development. A
municipal planner felt that spending
should be concentrated along rivers
and green ways connecting what we
already had. Most speakers were in
favor of preserving open space for pas-
sive recreation instead of active pur-
suits such as baseball or soccer fields.

One of the first projects was a three-
story addition tripling the size of the
Trailside Nature and Science Center in
the Watchung Reservation, using at
least $2.5 million from the brand new
trust. Additional construction costs were
to come out of the county’s capital
budget. Meeting much vocal resistance
from county residents objecting to us-
ing open space funds to enlarge a build-
ing rather than acquire parkland, the
construction project still went forward.
Then Board Chairman Al Mirabella
was quoted in the Summit Herald, “We
tried to be very clear when we put it (the
referendum) out to the public.” County
manager Michael Lapolla explained in
The Westfield Leader, “The project was
included in the May 1999 Open Space
& Recreation Element of the Union
County Master Plan.” I confess I must
have lost my copy.

A county press release dated Aug.
25, 2000 promoting the trust fund
reads: “According to the resolution
passed by the Freeholder Board, the
countywide portion of the trust fund
would be used for: Acquisition of

land for conservation or recreation
purposes; development of land for
parks and recreational purposes;
maintenance of conservation or rec-
reational lands; and historic preser-
vation.” Please note that the press
release does not seem to talk about
“new brick and mortar projects.”

What started out publicized as an
effort to preserve open space in one of
the most built up and heavily populated
counties in N.J. soon evolved into the
Open Space Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund approved by
the voters in November 2000. By July
of 2003, after just two and a half years,
the freeholders had already almost
reached the goal they had set of acquir-
ing more than 90 acres of open space
over a 10-year period. Purchases have
included the Esposito Farm in Clark,
where they wanted to erect a children’s
museum, and the Ponderosa in Scotch
Plains, which was to be home to a
petting zoo complete with parking to
accommodate tour buses.

Now, the trust fund is being used to
help finance the purchase of the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway, with a
planned addition and major improve-
ments at a cost of $6 million to the
county. It has never been a secret that
the county’s investment in the UCAC is
the centerpiece of a $100 million revi-
talization for downtown Rahway, whose
mayor points to Newark’s NJPAC as an
example, but we all have recently heard
about what is going on there.

The Freeholders have done a com-
mendable job in accumulating acres
of potential parkland, but they have
also created a slush fund of sorts for
pet projects. Remember, though they
have cut the rate of the tax levy this
year to support the capital budget,
from 36 cents to 34 cents, the trust
fund is a separate tax onto it’s own
also based on property values.

At a recent “Mobile” Freeholder
meeting in Berkeley Heights, one mu-
nicipal committee member requested
that consideration be given to putting
the fund “to sleep” for a while in an
effort to provide some property tax
relief to the taxpayers. Chairman
Mirabella responded with a curt,
“won’t happen anytime soon.”

Patricia Quattrocchi, Glen Mortimer
and Diane Barabas, Republican candi-
dates for Freeholder, point out that,
“What you see is not always what you
get.” The voters believed the main thrust
of the fund would be to curb urban
sprawl and provide open fields, what
they got is bricks, mortar and blacktop
for which they will pay dearly for the
next 15 years, with no relief in sight.

For information, call us at (908)
789-0200 or visit
www.unioncountygop.org.

#1 Croix Du Mayne Cahors 2002
"Powerful, dense nose of dark plum, smoke and a hint of blackstrap, with

flavors to match. Robust, deeply colored and intense, this tarry red is made
in a no-holds-barred style. The finish is filled with Bourbon 

and spice. Best from 2006 through 2010."  A blend of 85% Malbec 
and 15% Merlot.  90pts. WS

Sale Price: $10.99

#2 Falesco Umbria Vitiano 2004
“A wine with lovely balance and clean plum, berry and chocolate character,

medium body and polished tannins.  The perfect house wine—a great value.
Sangiovese, Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink now through 2010.

200,000 cases made.” 90pts. WS

Sale Price: $6.99

#3 Vina Nido de Aguila 2003
“An excellent Bordeaux-style blend of Cabernet, Merlot and Cab Franc that

sings a pretty tune. Concentrated but pleasantly fruity, with cherry, 
raspberry and chocolate aromas and flavors. A long, developed finish with a
core of spice and smoke cements this wine's position as a winner and a fine

bargain.” 90pts. WE

Sale Price: $9.99

#4 Allegrini Verona Palazzo della Torre 2001
"Densely packed on the nose, with currants, flowers, minerals and oak.

Medium- to full-bodied, with spicy dried fruit flavors, firm tannins and a
long, minerally finish. One of the best values in outstanding wines from

Italy. Best after 2006. 22,500 cases made." 90pts. WS

Sale Price: $12.99

#5 Tenimenti Angelini Toscana Tuttobene 2004 
"Good blackberry and chocolate aromas and flavors. Full-bodied, with soft,

round tannins. Juicy. This is an outstanding new wine from Angelini.
Merlot, Sangiovese and Canaiolo. Not imported into the U.S. Best after

2007. 7,000 cases made." 90pts. WS

Sale Price: $7.99

#6 Louis M. Martini Sonoma County Cabernet
Sauvignon 2003

“The 2003 Sonoma County Cabernet Sauvignon was made to highlight the
high quality of its fruit. It offers aromas of red cherry and blackberry that
are supported by a round, sweet mouth feel with just enough structure to

lead it into a fruit-focused finish.” 89pts. T&C

Sale Price: $11.99

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.   Free Parking  
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

#7 Mirassou California Pinot Noir 2004
“Displaying intense fruit flavors of strawberries, pomegranates, and cherries,

balanced with delicate floral notes, Mirassou California Pinot Noir is a
bright reflection of our heritage as the pioneer of California Pinot Noir.”

87pts. T&C

Sale Price: $7.99

#8 Smoking Loon California Merlot 2004
“This Merlot has a dark ruby color and the aromas are reminiscent of 

raspberry jam with hints of lightly toasted oak and caramel. This wine is
made in a fruit forward style exhibiting mouth filling Bing cherry, white 

chocolate, and just a touch of cranberry finishing soft with ripe plum and
delicate vanilla oak flavors.” 88pts. T&C

Sale Price: $7.99

#9 DeSante Sauvignon Blanc Napa Valley 2004
"A vibrant, flinty style, with a tight beam of intensity to the rich passion

fruit, lemon-lime and grapefruit flavors. The concentration zings the flavors
along through the finish, with lingering grass and tart nectarine nuances.

Drink now. 1,750 cases made." 89pts. WS

Sale Price: $13.99

#10 Alois Lageder Pinot Grigio Alto Adige 2004
"Superclean and crisp, with apple, pineapple and lemon aromas and flavors.

Medium-bodied, with fresh acidity. Long finish. White pepper aftertaste.
Drink now. 20,500 cases made." 89pts. WS

Sale Price: $11.99

#11 Coopers Creek Sauvignon Blanc 
Marlborough 2005

"Bright and juicy, a vivid mouthful of nectarine, grapefruit and quince 
flavors that linger against racy acidity on the long, silky finish. Drink now."

90pts. WS

Sale Price: $8.99

#12 Morro Bay Central Coast Chardonnay 2003
“Toasted oak, butter and crisp apple/pear fruit aromas. The texture in the
mouth is like a knife cutting a green apple. Together these disparate areas

and flavors create a symbiosis that fills the tongue and echoes down the
palate.” 87pts. T&C

Sale Price: $7.99

All prices are valid from 5/4/06 - 5/17/06.

#13 R.H. Phillips Toasted Head 
Chardonnay 2004

“Bright tangerine and pear fruit aromas are highlighted by clove and nut-
meg. This medium-bodied wine has a crisp acidity and a long finish, with

pear and toasty butterscotch oak flavors, and a creamy texture.” 88pts. T&C

Sale Price: $10.99

#14 Mas de Gourgonnier Les Baux 
de Provence Rose 2005

“The Rosé is a blend of mostly Grenache spiced with Syrah, Mourvedre,
Cinsault and Cabernet Sauvignon. With an inviting cherry-pink color and a

nose of strawberry and raspberry, this Provencal rose is refreshingly clean
and dry.  This rose is easily enjoyed as a spring 

sipper.” 89pts. T&C

Sale Price: $9.99

#15 Muri Gries Lagrein Rosato 2005
"Lagrein Kretzer, is a traditional and pleasant, young rosé wine with a fresh

fruity taste. It is ready to be drunk just a couple of months after the harvest and
it is made only in high-grade steel tanks. The name stems from “Kretze,” which

was a kind of woven basket used long 
ago as a sieve for the must, which separated it from the berry huls." 90pts. T&C

Sale Price: $10.99

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the 
best prices in town. Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. 

What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

IMPORTED FROM HOLLAND, 
LEONIDAS CHOCOLATES

20% off 
ANY PURCHASE OF 1/2 LB OR MORE. 

Offer valid through 05/17/06. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE 
GIFT BASKETS.  

Offer valid through 05/17/06. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

TOWN & COUNTRY 
for those with a taste for value.


