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Firm to Be Hired to Install
County High-Speed Network

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board is to vote tonight to
award a half-million-dollar contract
to Elizabeth-based 4Connections for
installation of a high-speed fiber-op-
tic network for county operations.

According to Kathleen Villaggio of
the county’s Division of Information
Technologies, Department of Economic
Development, nine miles of fiber-optic
cable will be installed from Elizabeth
to Berkeley Heights, including Union
County College (UCC) campuses in
Elizabeth, Cranford and Plainfield, the
Ralph G. Froehlich Public Safety Build-
ing in Westfield, Public Works and
Engineering Department building in
Scotch Plains, Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, Park
Madison Building in Plainfield and the
county administration building.

Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said that the town council ap-
proved a resolution giving 4Connec-
tions a “utility easement” to utilize the
town’s public right-of-way. At a coun-
cil meeting in January, 4Connections
officials were not well received after
they failed to answer specific ques-
tions and indicated they did not need
the town’s permission to proceed.

“He (4Connections representative)
went in there like a bull in a china
closet,” County Department of Eco-
nomic Development Director Al
Faella told The Leader and The Times.
“He has been told that is not the way
we (Union County) do business.”

The freeholders will vote tonight to
authorize two contracts to 4Connec-
tions. The first will provide installation
and maintenance of a fiber-optic net-
work for $500,000. The contract in-
cludes an additional 36-month contract
at $2,000 per month for maintenance.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon ques-
tioned the added expense. Mr. Faella
said the contract itself requires round
the clock maintenance to ensure the
network is online. However, the added
expense is in case a vehicle strikes a
utility pole, causing damage to the cable.

The second resolution authorizes an
intergovernmental agreement between
the county and UCC to install the
fiber-optic network. In lieu of the
county funding the college’s network,
UCC will supply the county with 15
megabytes of Internet access at no
cost. UCC will be responsible for its
annual maintenance costs.

When asked whether the county had
sought requests for proposal (RFPs),
County Manager George Devanney
said the county was not required to do
so because 4Connections is a utility

company. The Board of Public Utili-
ties (BPU) regulates the firm.

The board will vote to authorize spend-
ing $150,000 to fund the adult diploma
program at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools. Director of
Human Services Frank Guzzo said fund-
ing from the state has “dried up.”

“If the board did not commit this
money, there are 125 adults in the pro-
gram that would not be able to receive
their high school diplomas in August,”
Mr. Guzzo said. He said a committee is
being set up to look a long-term solu-
tion to fund the program.

“We don’t hold out a lot of hope
that state funding will be available,”
Mr. Devanney said.

Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said county officials met with
representatives of GeesePeace last week
concerning the county’s geese-man-
agement program for county parks. A
resident urged the board at several meet-
ings to work with the company to de-
velop non-lethal methods for reducing
the Canadian geese population.

Resolutions discussed last Thurs-
day and expected to be approved to-
night include a $378,410 contract with
Royal Printing Service of West New
York to print sample primary, general
election ballots for 269,000 registered
voters in the county and a $26,000
contract with Full Service Mailers of
Garfield to mail the ballots.

The board’s May 25 meeting has
been cancelled. The public hearing and
board vote to adopt the 2006 county
budget will be held on Thursday, June
8 at the County Administration Build-
ing in Elizabeth in the freeholders’ meet-
ing room on the sixth floor at 7 p.m.

Tonight’s meeting will be held at
the Park Madison Building, 200 West
2nd Street, Plainfield at 7 p.m.
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On Thursday, April 13, a group of highly
trained law enforcement agents from the
Union County Emergency Response Team
(UCERT) assembled at the Houdaille
Quarry in Springfield. The team was there
to demonstrate its skills in action. I would
like to share with you how UCERT and
other countywide resources work to pro-
tect our families, friends and neighbors.

Over the past dozen years, the free-
holder board has dedicated itself to im-
proving Union County’s ability to protect
the public welfare. Our new public safety
building in Westfield is fully upgraded
with state-of-the-art communications and
emergency response equipment. It houses
the newly-reorganized Union County
Local Information Network and Commu-
nication System, which enables health
and emergency responders to address
public health threats more efficiently.

We have also established a Union
County Division of Homeland Security.
Its task is to coordinate with state and
federal emergency responders. It was put
to the test when Union County played a
central role in TOPOFF 3, last year’s
massive emergency response drill that
involved three states and 10,000 officials
at all levels of government.

UCERT was created in 1993 in recog-
nition that our local police departments
needed more resources to cope with ex-
traordinary threats to public safety. It has
emerged to become the premier special-
ized tactical team in New Jersey.

UCERT draws on the skills of law en-
forcement officers countywide, from all
21 municipal police departments and the
county police, sheriff’s office, prosecutor’s
office, and other law enforcement agen-
cies. It also includes a tactical medic sup-
port group and a trauma surgeon.

Early on, a SWAT team was added,
enabling UCERT to respond more effec-
tively to an increasing number of situa-
tions involving hostages, barricaded sus-
pects and hostile warrants.

A more recent addition to UCERT is
the rapid deployment team. Linked with
similar teams from nearby counties, it
forms a regional pool of hundreds of
highly-trained law enforcement agents
who can respond quickly when danger
threatens anywhere in our area.

UCERT’s reputation has made it a
source of guidance for other emergency
response teams. It played a strong role in
the national response to Hurricane Katrina,
when it maintained the largest and long-
est-serving deployment from New Jer-
sey. With county-wide support, UCERT
supplied its own food and shelter while
providing desperately needed help.

The team constantly hones its abilities

County Emergency Team
Protects Families

and equipment. Each officer receives al-
most 100 hours of specialized training ev-
ery year, with SWAT team members re-
ceiving twice that. UCERT has also been
selected for enhanced training from federal
agencies, and a new “CBRNE” vehicle has
improved UCERT’s ability to respond to
situations involving a wide range of hazard-
ous materials and explosives.

The Houdaille Quarry demonstration
is a reminder of how far we’ve come in
ensuring that Union County families are
well served by our emergency respond-
ers. The individual officers of UCERT
are highly engaged and dedicated to a
career of protecting others. They deserve
the fullest support and resources that our
community can provide.

WELCOME...Attending the recent grand opening of Washington Mutual (WM)
at 184 Elm Street in Westfield are (left to right): Scott Bridgeman, Lilly Nascimento,
WM Manager Gerald Foley III, Asm. Eric Munoz, Chairman of Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) David Martone, DWC Board member Diane
Barabas, Councilwoman Vickie Kimmins, Councilman Mark Ciarocca, Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce Director (WACC) Naomi McElynn, Erica Handy of
WM, Steve Fay of WM, and Hans Winberg of WACC.

Four Candidates File for
Garwood Borough Council

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Candidates for the
fall mayor and borough council elec-
tions have filed their nominating peti-
tions with the borough clerk.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy is running
unopposed for a four-year term. Mayor
McCarthy has been involved in the
local government since 1987, and has
been mayor since 2002.

A Garwood resident for 50 years, he
has been in the borough’s First Aid
Squad and Knights of Columbus.

“In the next year, I’d like to continue
the redevelopment of the community,”
he said. “The most difficult issue will
be the street projects. Although we
want to continue to improve the com-
munity, I hope that the dollars don’t
dry up.”

Candidates for council are Demo-
crats Keith Sluka and Council Presi-
dent Kathleen Villaggio. They will
face Republicans James Matheson and
Dennis Clark in November.

Mr. Sluka has been a resident of
Garwood for the past nine years. He
served as Recreation Department
Chairman for the past four years, is
involved with the Education Founda-
tion that raises money for the schools,
and coaches little league and soccer.

“I represent the people of Garwood
with children,” Mr. Sluka said. “This
is a small town, with phenomenal
schools and a tight community.

Councilwoman Villaggio, a 25-year
borough resident, has served on the
council since 2000. She has served on
the Union County Development Block

Grant Committee, The Education
Foundation of Garwood, and this year
is chairwoman of the council’s finance
committee. She has been involved in
government since 1977, and is em-
ployed with the Union County De-
partment of Economic Development.

“I want to continue the progress we
have been making for the develop-
ment, and improve the quality of life
here,” Councilwoman Villaggio said.
Initiatives Ms. Villaggio wants to ad-
dress include recreation for seniors
and the town’s redevelopment.

Mr. Matheson, a 16-year resident of
Garwood with a career in the insur-
ance industry, said he wants to serve
on the council to bring more commu-
nity involvement and recreational pro-
grams into Garwood. Mr. Matheson
served six years on the Garwood Board
of Education, is a Scout Master for the
Garwood Boy Scouts, a basketball
coach for the recreation department,
and has also been involved in the
borough’s little league program.

“In a small town like this, you can
get things accomplished,” Mr.
Matheson said. “We are already in-
volved in projects that are transform-
ing this town into a better community,
and I want to be a part of it.”

Mr. Clark, a 20-year resident of
Garwood, is a Vietnam veteran and is
involved with the New Jersey State
Veterans Foundation. He has also vol-
unteered at the veterans’ hospital.

“I would like a fair and equitable
government and I would like to ad-
dress property taxes and local ser-
vices,” he said.

DWC Provides Update
On New Businesses

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) wel-
comes the following exciting new busi-
nesses to the Westfield’s shopping, din-
ing, and service district:

Pet boutique Paw House of Westfield
will open soon at 217 Elmer Street.

Just Bead Yourself, unique jewelry
made by you, has opened at 254 East
Broad St in the Rialto Theater building.

What A Dog Wants, a boutique for
pets, opened at 335 West Broad Street.

Citibank will be opening a new branch
soon at 240 North Avenue W.

Kiehl’s Since 1851, an old-fashioned
apothecary style store for skin and hair
care, recently opened its only free-stand-
ing store in NJ at 132 E. Broad Street.

Splash of Thai opened at 321 South
Avenue W.

Café Mannino, offering pastry,
espresso, panini and gelato, will be
opening soon at 401 South Avenue W.

Eileen Fisher opened at 9 Elm Street
and, working with the DWC Design
Committee, completed a historic resto-
ration of the store, including the facade,
tin ceilings, and original wood floors.

Washington Mutual Bank recently
opened at 184 Elm Street.

Presidential Pen & Gifts, 112 Cen-
tral Avenue, is under new ownership,
and has expanded their product line.

Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro will
open soon at 20 Prospect Street.

The DWC, formed in 1996, is the
management entity of the Special Im-
provement District. For more informa-
tion, please see westfieldtoday.com.
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What if you could stop a
stroke from happening?
It’s part of the advanced neuroscience 
technology at Overlook.
At Overlook Hospital, we don’t just treat neurological disorders.
We help prevent them from even happening. Like our revolutionary
procedure that uses a tiny coil of wire to treat a brain aneurysm
and prevent a possible stroke.  We also have one of the leading
Epilepsy Centers in New Jersey, with a staff that has extensive
training and experience in treating and managing epilepsy, utilizing
PET/CT scanning technology to quickly pinpoint the location of a
seizure onset.  Our Spine Program offers patients with complex
spinal disorders and injuries the latest in clinical capabilities, 
including diagnostic imaging, minimally invasive and image guided
surgery, and spine stimulation treatment options.  It’s all part of
the wide range of specialized treatments at our Neuroscience
Institute, with more neurosurgeons and neuroradiologists than
most hospitals in the state.  At Overlook,you have the best brains
in the business, looking after yours.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

A member of

Senator Lance to Speak
To Business Leaders

AREA – Leonard Lance (LD-23),
Republican leader in the State Senate,
will speak at the Wednesday, May 17
breakfast meeting of the Union County
Employer Legislative Committee.

The meeting will be held at The
Galloping Hill Inn, located at 325
Chestnut Street in Union. Networking
will begin at 8 a.m. with a full buffet
breakfast served from 8:30 to 10 a.m.

Senator Lance is a Senate Budget and
Appropriations committee member. He
will discuss legislative issues in Trenton.

The cost of the program is $20.
Checks should be made payable to:
Union County ELC c/o Organization
Resources, 34 Ridgedale Avenue,
Summit, NJ 07901.


