
Page 12 Thursday, May 11, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FLY-BY...Helicopters on manuevers last Saturday caused curiosity, phone calls
and a stir as they make several passes over Scotch Plains and Westfield.

SPRUCED UP...Rich Edge and Sherry Cronin of the Friends of Mindowaskin
Park with Evan Cronin two weeks ago revitalize one of the many mahogany and
iron benches enjoyed in the Westfield park.

POLICE BLOTTER

Harrison Avenue) showed up to ex-
press their displeasure at the
Burfields’ proposed addition – a sec-
ond- and third-floor structure. Ms.
Hanson, their next-door neighbor,
said that it would infringe on privacy,
creating a “dark tunnel” that blocked
off light and give her family a view
“of a wall, as if in New York City.”

Mr. Hanson measured the distance
between other houses in the neighbor-
hood. Of the 75 houses he measured,
Mr. Hanson said that “there was no
distance less than 18 feet separating
two- and three-story buildings” any-
where in the area. The Burfields’ addi-
tion would leave a space of only 12
feet between their home and the
Hansons’ residence.

Another neighbor said that granting
the proposal would “set a very danger-
ous precedent of privacy invasion.”

After hearing these protests, the board
decided that the proposed structure is
“not in keeping with what we’re trying
to accomplish for the town.” The
Burfields withdrew their application.

The next board of adjustment meet-
ing will be held on Monday, June 12.

Westfield
Monday, May 1, Tommy

Figueroa, 35, of Reading, Pa. was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at North Avenue and Tuttle Park-
way on an outstanding $500 traffic
warrant issued by the Wayne Mu-
nicipal Court. He was released after
posting bail.

Monday, May 1, Michael Macalle,
39, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding $76 Woodbridge traffic
warrant during a motor vehicle stop
at South and Westfield Avenues. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, May 1, Suzanne Parisi,
54, of Westfield was arrested in the
100 block of Hazel Avenue and
charged with aggravated assault on a
police officer. Parisi allegedly slapped
the officer in the face when he at-
tempted to stop her from entering her
home during the investigation of a
disturbance there. The officer was
not injured. Parisi was released on
her own recognizance.

Tuesday, May 2, Jennifer Wilds,
37, of Westfield was arrested at First
Street and Westfield Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). She later was released
to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, May 3, David But-
ler, 19, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue, West on two out-
standing South Plainfield traffic
warrants with a total of $778.20
bail. He was turned over to South
Plainfield authorities.

Thursday, May 4, Joseph Pisano,
43, of Clark was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle
stop at Mountain Avenue and North
Chestnut Street. He also was arrested
on an outstanding Montclair traffic
warrant with $36 bail. Pisano posted
bail and was released to a responsible
individual.

Thursday, May 4, Eric Rockmore,
35, of Westfield posted $89 bail at
Westfield police headquarters on a
traffic warrant issued by the Edison
Municipal Court.

Thursday, May 4, Silvia Mejias-
Ruiz, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding North Hunterdon
traffic warrant with $114 bail fol-
lowing an investigation at
Brightwood Park. She posted bail
and was released.

Friday, May 5, Inez Martinez, 46,
of Elizabeth was arrested at the New-
ark Police Department on the strength
of an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant with $500 bail. Martinez was
held pending posting of bail.

Saturday, May 6, Ryjon Burke, 33,
of Westfield was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and driving
with a revoked license following the
investigation of a motor vehicle acci-
dent at Central Avenue and Sycamore
Street. No injuries were reported.
Burke was released on his own recog-
nizance with summonses.

Sunday, May 7, Harjit Bawa, 55, of
Kenilworth was arrested in the 300
block of North Scotch Plains Avenue
on two criminal warrants from
Westfield, with bail amounts of $133
and $87; a criminal warrant from
Cranford, with bail set at $500, and a
no-bail Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment warrant. He was turned over
to the sheriff’s department.

Scotch Plains
Monday, May 1, a resident of

Church Street reported that someone
broke a window in his house.

Tuesday, May 2, a resident of Can-
terbury Drive reported that someone
scratched the side of his car, which
was parked in front of his house.

Wednesday, May 3, a resident of
Longfellow Avenue reported that some-
one entered her vehicle, which was
parked in front of her house. Cash and

credit cards were reported missing.
Saturday, May 6, a resident of

Union Avenue reported that she has
been receiving numerous phone calls
at all hours of the night by an unkown
caller.

Saturday, May 6, Rasheedah Heard,
25, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Newark
for a motor vehicle violation.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 2, James Robinson,

27, of Rahway was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Maxson Place, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, May 3, Jobina Smith,
30, of Roselle was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
at Hetfield Avenue, which revealed
outstanding warrants.

Thursday, May 4, Wendy Williams,
35, of Plainfield was arrested for out-
standing warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, May 4, Lesley Cora, 35,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Av-
enue and Beech Street for outstand-
ing warrants.

Saturday, May 6, Kenneth Boger,
23, of Westfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue for out-
standing warrants.

Saturday, May 6, Rasheen Smith,
24, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road. Smith was
also arrested and charged with pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) after a subsequent
search.

Sunday, May 7, Michael Toton, 29,
of Kenilworth was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue and Pleasant Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants. Valerie Pautler,
34, of Kenilworth, a passenger in the
vehicle, was also arrested for out-
standing warrants.

Monday, May 8, Sandanna Jones,
36, of Bloomfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Stewart Place.

Monday, May 8, Antione Steed, 27,
of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, May 8, Lamont Booker,
23, of Plainfield was arrested for out-
standing warrants following a field
investigation.

Tuesday, May 9, Antwine Shell,
23, of Rahway was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 9, Dione Spencer,
29, of Piscataway was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Thursday, May 4, Ajan Fox, 24, of

Orange was stopped on Route 22 for
displaying passenger plates on a com-
mercial vehicle and was subsequently
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license. Police said the
vehicle was also unregistered and
uninsured.

Thursday, May 4, Reginald Vazquez
28, of Easton, Pa., was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for out-
standing warrants.

Friday, May 5, Derrick Barnes, 49,
of Newark was picked up at the Harrison
Police Department for outstanding
warrants in the amount of $330.

Friday, May 5, Timothy Johnson,
35, of Newark was transported to
Mountainside police headquarters
from the Dunellen Police Department
and charged with contempt of court
for an outstanding warrant for $292.

Saturday, May 6, Ivan Vallejo, 25,
of Plainfield was stopped on Route
22 for speeding and failure to main-
tain a lane and was arrested and
charged for driving while intoxicated
(DWI).

Saturday, May 6, Arthur LLoyd,
46, of Rahway was stopped on Mary
Allen Lane for obstruction of his front
windshield, namely an air freshener,
and arrested for driving with a sus-
pended drivers license. Police said
Lloyd could not provide a valid regis-
tration or insurance card for the ve-
hicle.
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AURORA, EDGAR BEREBI,
BOSCA, BUDD, CONKLIN,
CROSS, FABER CASTELL,
FISHER, JACK GEORGES,
KRAMER SCULPTURES,
LAMY, LIBELLE,
MONT BLANC,
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MONTEVERDE, OMAS,
PARKER, PELIKAN,
PILOT,
REED & BARTON,
RETRO 51, S.T. DUPONT,
TIZO, TUMI, VISCONTI,
WATERMAN, YAFA,
AND MANY MORE.

112 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

Phone: 908-317-9600

www.presidentialpen.com

Memorial Day isn’t about sales.

It’s about soldiers.

We will be closed Monday, May 29th to honor

the men and women who gave their

lives for our country.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126

Students Play Mayor,
Garwood Council for a Day

By DAVE GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough officials
got an early look at some up-and-
coming competition Tuesday evening
as members of the Lincoln School
Student Council conducted the bor-
ough council meeting as part of “Stu-
dents in Government Day.”

The students introduced an ordi-
nance, heard committee reports and
fielded questions asked by the public.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and council
members sat beside the students and
helped make things run smoothly.

Jessica Rusin, an eighth-grader and
student council president, played
Mayor McCarthy’s role. Seventh-
grader Patrick Murphy, student coun-
cil vice president, played the part of
Council President Kathleen Villaggio.
Eighth-graders Megan Fiasconaro and
Ryan Palmer, seventh-graders Sean
Courtney and Amanda Smith and sixth-
grader Garrett Montagne acted as
council members. Other Lincoln stu-
dents read repots and played roles as
chief of police, borough attorney and
superintendent of public works.

“They did very well, especially with
the questions,” said Kelly Dunn, stu-
dent council advisor for Lincoln
School. “Students have been partici-
pating in this event for a number of
years, but Tuesday was the first time
citizens have ever posed any ques-
tions to them.”

“I think we see the potential for

leadership with this group from Lin-
coln School,” said School Superin-
tendent William Murphy.

Mayor McCarthy presented the par-
ticipants with certificates and lapel
pins with Garwood’s seal.

In regular business, council mem-
bers heard the first reading of an
ordinance to adopt a redevelopment
plan for the expansion of the North
Avenue West Redevelopment Project.

“The ordinance would declare the
North Avenue property immediately
to the west of The Mattress Factory
(across from ShopRite) an area in
need of redevelopment,” Ms.
Villaggio said. “Such a declaration
would come at the recommendation
of the Garwood Planning Board.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said another ordinance to make Sec-
ond Avenue a one-way street west-
bound between Walnut Street and
Maple Street near Lincoln School is
ready to be sent to the Department of
Transportation for approval.

Following an April 25 hearing, the
2006 budget had to be amended due
to a miscalculation in pension pay-
ments, officials said. A public hear-
ing concerning the amendments will
be held on Tuesday, May 23 at 7:15
p.m. According to the council’s fi-
nance committee report, the amend-
ments will not affect the upcoming
municipal tax increase of $115 for
the average property assessed at
$100,000.

Leader/Times Announces
Summer Intern Program

Sixteen additional college and
high school students will partici-
pate in The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
2006 summer internship program,
joining three interns returning from
last year.

Publisher Horace Corbin noted
that the size of this year’s program
is a record and the interest from
students has never been greater.

“Our past programs were suc-
cessful for the students and all oth-
ers involved. We pay them and they
perform – a great relationship,” Mr.
Corbin said.

The program features include:
journalism ethics, standards and re-
sponsibility, plus skill training in
operations, writing, photography,
graphic design, layout, communi-
cation and the Internet.

“With this many students, a ma-
trix will be used for scheduling.
Don Williams, a student at Davidson
and an intern for three years at the
newspaper, will administer this
phase with the support of our edi-
tors,” said Mr. Corbin. “The stu-
dents learn fast, do great work and
the readers enjoy their work.”

Veteran interns Cassie Lo of Holy
Cross and David Riggs of Boston
University will join Don. All will
enter their junior year this fall.

The new interns include: Katie
Newingham of Westfield, a fresh-
man political science major at Union
College in Schenectady, N.Y.;
Christina Hamway of
Mountainside, a junior journalism
magazine major at Boston Univer-

sity and Eric Smith of Elizabeth, a
senior English major at Kean Uni-
versity in Union.

High school students include: Sa-
rah Queller of Westfield, a Westfield
High School (WHS) junior who
copyedits and will be a tri-editor of
Hi’s Eye during the 2006-2007
school year; Celeb Zimmerman of
Fanwood, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) junior who
serves as news editor of the
Fanscotian and will be editor-in-
chief in 2006-2007; Rachel Leopold
of Westfield, a WHS senior and
current tri-editor of Hi’s Eye who is
heading to Columbia University in
the fall, and Carolyn DiProspero of
Fanwood, a senior at SPFHS and
op-ed editor at the Fanscotian. She
will attend The College of William
& Mary in the fall.

Other interns include Melissa
Loewinger of Scotch Plains, a junior
at the Pingry School in Martinsville
and assistant editor for The Pingry
Record; Daniella Regencia of
Westfield, a junior at WHS; Hal
Levy of Westfield, a junior at
Franklin Academy College Prepara-
tory in East Haddam, Conn.; Bryan
Krichilsky of Westfield, a junior at
the Union County Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains; Katherine
Mason Taylor of Westfield, a WHS
freshman involved in the peer-lead-
ership program; Kelsi Browning of
Westfield, a sophomore at WHS;
James Diddell of Westfield, a fresh-
man at Blair Academy in Blairstown,
and Bridget Cornwell of Scotch
Plains, a junior at SPFHS.

Building Dept.
Moves Night Hours
Effective Tuesday, May 16,

the Westfield Building Depart-
ment will hold evening hours on
Tuesday nights instead of
Wednesdays.

outdated equipment,” Mr. Gildea said.
The downtown improvement plan

is in the first phase of a six-year plan.
The plan originated from a 1996 study
that resulted in decorative crosswalks
placed near the PNC Bank and bi-
cycle racks, benches and brick pavers
installed adjacent to the Rialto The-
atre. “This downtown phase one plan,
like the library, (involves) an agree-
ment to split the cost,” Mr. Gildea
said.”

This particular phase will cover the
South Avenue corridor renovations
between the traffic circle and South
and Central Avenues. Improvements
will include sidewalk and lighting
enhancements and tree replacement
where necessary. Half of the total
$600,000 cost will be paid back to the
town through DWC surpluses and
yearly payments through the operat-
ing budget.

Councilman Echausse told The
Westfield Leader that two years ago, the
DWC approached the town and asked it
to fund an entire $3-million project up
front. The councilman said the DWC
has updated its plan on a “staggered
basis, which will give them a better
chance of getting grant monies.”

When asked if Westfield is obli-
gated to continue in the partnership
after phase one, the councilman said,
“That’s the beauty of phasing it in.
South Avenue needs the most atten-
tion. We believe it’s a good project to
start with a joint venture. There is a
willingness to continue the joint ven-
ture subject to annual review.”

“What drove this budget is the fact
that we have tax-supported entities
like the library and the DWC that we
believe should participate in a big
way in the improvements they’re re-
questing,” First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana said. “The surpluses they’ve
been allowed to build have been for a
rainy day. So we told them, ‘get out
the umbrella.’”

In other business, Mr. Gildea told
the council that Union County would
budget for a Central Avenue corridor
study – from East Broad Street to the
Clark border. The county will review
and upgrade all traffic signals along
Central Avenue in order to improve
safety.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, making sure the request
included a left-turn signal at the cor-
ner of South and Central Avenues,
said, “Hopefully, the folks over in the
county will get through their plan-
ning, budgeting and action stage to
(complete) some of the work they’ve
agreed to do that’s languished around.
It’s not like they’re building the Eiffel
Tower. It’s inexcusable that they
haven’t put a left-turn signal at South
and Central Avenues.”

In other town business, Sunrise
ShopRite Liquors of West Caldwell
has proposed to buy the Town and
Country liquor store license. Westfield
Beverage King, LLC, which is oper-
ated by Town & Country, presently
owns the license.

Town & Country will vacate its
premises and Sunrise will operate the
store after buying the complete in-
ventory, which is included in the sale.
The new business will be named
ShopRite Wines and Spirits, and also
will advertise under that name, as
well as Sunrise Sellers. The purchase
price is listed at $2.3 million.

Mr. Gildea informed the council
that the firehouse spire on top of the
tower was removed on Friday after-
noon due to safety reasons. “A painter
noticed that the spire had been lean-
ing and indicated to the chief that
wind could come by and knock off
the structure,” Mr. Gildea said. He
added that there was “no truth to the
rumor that this was being taken down
to make room for a cell tower.”
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ministrative and supervisory person-
nel based on some salary increases.
Dr. O’Malley said the increases are
based on goals set forth in the begin-
ning of the school year and whether
or not those goals were accomplished.

Dr. O’Malley noted that there would
be early dismissal on Monday, May 15
for a “professional development” day.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, May 23 at 7:30 pm.


