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Remember Mother's Day Sunday, May 14th

BOE Colleagues
Acknowledge Rhodes
WESTFIELD – Kimberly Rhodes

ended her six years on the Westfield
Board of Education in April with a
note of gratitude from her colleagues.
While serving, Ms. Rhodes’ provided
financial expertise in her role on the
budget and finance committee and as
chair of the facilities committee dur-
ing the completion of the science wing
at Westfield High School. She also
served on several other committees
including long range planning, poli-
cies, board/staff relations, and nego-
tiations. She served as liaison to the
Westfield Library Board and to the
Westfield Recreation Commission.
Ms. Rhodes did not seek a third term.

THANK YOU...Westfield Board of Education President Anne Riegel presents
Kimberly Rhodes with a resolution of appreciation last week for her six years of
service on the board.

TIMES TO REMEMBER...Duncan Cook, age 5, and his grandfather Bob Harvey
enjoy each others company during the Annual Fishing Derby last Saturday
sponsored by the Westfield Policemen’s Benevolent Association.

Neighbors Seek Action Following
Arrest of Four Hillcrest Students

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — “Lock Your
Doors” exclaims a flyer delivered to
150 households by concerned parents
living in the neighborhood adjacent to
Hillcrest Academy, located at 728
Westfield Avenue, the former location
of the Lincoln School building.

“This week, one house was robbed
and vandalized by these students.
These same students vandalized a car
and stole another at the train station,”
the flyer states. “These students then
drove the stolen car back to school
the next day and were apprehended
by local police after a foot chase
through our yards resulting in more

property damage.”
Union County Educational Services

Commission Superintendent Edward
Hartnett told The Westfield Leader,
“Certainly this has been an unfortu-
nate incident. We have been leasing
the facility since 1982, and this is the
first time our students’ behavior im-
pacted the neighborhood.”

Mr. Hartnett confirmed that all four
students involved will not be return-
ing to Hillcrest Academy and are in
lock-up at the Union County Juvenile
Detention Center.

“We currently have two full-time
security monitors and have intermit-
tent off-duty police officers,” he said.
“We have now requested a full-time

police officer through the end of this
year.”

Residents Lisa Stern and Sue Hop-
per, whose property was damaged
during the chase, attended a meeting
with officials on Tuesday at 1:30 p.m.
to discuss solutions to the problem.

Westfield School Superintendent
William Foley told The Leader that
this meeting “involves not only the
two superintendents, but also the
mayor and the police chief of
Westfield.”

Ms. Hopper and Ms. Stern hope to
hold an additional, community-wide
meeting in the coming weeks.

Councilman David Haas, who rep-
resents the Third Ward, where the
school is located, confirmed with Ms.
Hopper that “the students are not car-
rying any weapons to school – only
box cutters.”

Ms. Hopper said that some examples
of disruptive behavior over the past
year have included students shouting
threats and foul language out win-
dows at children and adults walking
on the sidewalk, students chasing small
children at the adjacent park, home
and car break-ins and a general sense
of fear among residents in the area.

“It’s ironic that the issue of neigh-
borhood schools is on the forefront.
We live within walking distance to
our school, Tamaques, yet we cannot
allow our children to walk to school,”
Ms. Stern said. “The kids are afraid
and I am afraid. What is the point of
having a neighborhood school?”

UCESC leases the school from the
Westfield school district at $196,000
a year.

The school’s website describes it-
self as an “alternative education pro-
gram for young people who have the
intellectual ability to achieve, but who
need a highly structured, personalized
environment in which to succeed.”

The Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) has considered moving its ad-
ministrative offices from Elm Street to
the site, but officials have said renova-
tion costs to upgrade the facility could
at minimum be $2.8 million and that
the UCESC would need a year’s notice
to relocate the school.

On April 4, Dr. Foley said there
would be enough income generated
to cover the cost of renovation and the
lost lease revenue from renting the
Lincoln School building if the Elm
Street facility is sold for $8 million.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Local Jeweler Wants to Mix
His Work and Family Life

By JENNIFER SINCLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The first new ap-
peal at the May Board of Adjustment
meeting concerned S.T. Ellis, LLC,
at 153 Mountain Avenue. The owner
of the jewelry shop wants to re-vamp
his business, creating an addition for
him and his wife to live in. As the
couple has aged, the owner said, he
and his wife have come to appreciate
the convenience of not having to com-
mute to work. The new addition would
be a place for him and his wife to live
until and beyond retirement. “To us,
family comes first,” he said.

Engineer James Watson and plan-
ner Ted Bowers also spoke, and said
that the proposed plan would fit in
perfectly with the aesthetics of the
neighborhood. After an hour of dia-
grams, discussion and deliberation,
the board requested that the case be
carried over to next month’s meeting.

Ardis DeCamp of 518 Hort Street
was granted permission to replace
her existing deck with a family room.

Peter and Stephenie Barba received
the okay to tear down a portion of
their home at 771 Summit Avenue
and build new rooms in the “existing
footprint” of the house, meaning that
their new structure will not exceed
the measurements of the old one.

Christine Sangiacomo brought in
photographs of her home at 616
Kensington Drive. Ms. Sangiacomo’s
architect assured the board that the
addition she was requesting (a bigger
kitchen and a master bedroom suite)
would not “interfere with any
[neighbor’s] light or air” and that the
structure would “be in line with the
character” of the surrounding area.
The motion was approved.

Michael and Jessica Bruder of 3
Mohawk Trail received permission to
create an addition on their home that
would add more closet space and
another bathroom to accommodate
the needs of their expanding family.

At 618 Arlington Avenue, Ms.
Christina Martini wants to add a mas-

ter bedroom, a new kitchen, a family
room, and a master bathroom to her
home. The board asked that Ms. Mar-
tini revamp some of the details of her
plan and return to discuss it at next
month’s meeting.

Neighbors of C. P. Burfield (404

MS BOE Pres. Defends CSA
Against Union Allegations

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The presi-
dent of the Mountainside Board of
Education voiced his support for Chief
School Administrator (CSA), Dr. Ri-
chard O’Malley, at Tuesday night’s
board meeting.

John Perrin read a personal state-
ment to “illustrate (Dr. O’Malley’s)
commitment to instruction profes-
sionals in Mountainside.” The state-
ment came in response to claims from
the Mountainside Education Asso-
ciation (MEA) that Dr. O’Malley has
shown a “lack of respect” to staff
members. Teachers staged a “Wear
Red for Respect Day” demonstration
on May 3 to voice their discontent.

He disagreed with the MEA’s allega-
tions and said that Dr. O’Malley’s track
record has proven otherwise. He added
that the CSA  “(empowers) students to
shape, build and achieve their dreams.”

Mr. Perrin said the administration,
under Dr. O’Malley’s guidance, has
shown “courage” by fostering change
within the district. He said Dr.
O’Malley has consistently shown sup-
port for teachers. He credited the CSA
with making “teacher training a top
priority.” He said Dr. O’Malley has
highlighted standout teachers at board
meetings and on the district’s website.

Mr. Perrin also said Dr. O’Malley
has guided non-tenured teachers to-
wards their goal of getting tenure.

Although several parents attended
the meeting, no one responded to Mr.
Perrin’s statement.

In other business, the board will
meet Saturday, June 17 to set district
goals for the 2006-2007 school year.
Mr. Perrin encouraged the community
to “provide input” by contacting Dr.
O’Malley or board members. Phone
numbers of all the board members will
be placed on the district website.

The board also approved contracts
for all but four employees in the district.

Board member Carmine Venes
voted against the contracts for ad-

Mountainside Council
Reviews Budget Details

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During the
agenda-setting council meeting held
Tuesday evening, Mayor Robert
Viglianti announced that a public bud-
get hearing would take place next week
at the regular council meeting. He re-
ported that the municipal portion of the
budget would increase almost $500,000
over last year’s municipal total.

Included in the increase are police
salaries, up by $120,000; the library,
up by $62,650; the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), up by
$92,238; employee health insurance,
up by $35,000; police retirement
costs, up by $90,176; employee re-
tirement, up by $16,466; gasoline for
vehicles, up by $11,000; gas and heat
for the municipal building, up by
$10,000, and electric, up by $8,000.

The mayor said the second reading

of appropriation ordinances would oc-
cur at next week’s meeting. The first
appropriation would be for $240,000
for the resurfacing of Central Avenue.
He said that the borough would receive
$140,000 from a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) grant.

The other appropriation would be
for $15,800 from the Capital Improve-
ment Fund to conduct municipal
storm water pipe mapping.

In February, Town Engineer
Michael Disko told council members
that the state has mandated that mu-
nicipalities map their storm water
connections and catch basins.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, May 16, at 8 p.m.

Dr. Foley Discusses CACE
Enrollment Recommendations
By MEGHAN GILL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools William Foley presented
the first of a series of three public
meetings in the Citizen’s Advisory
Committee on Enrollment (CACE)
report at Westfield High School
(WHS) auditorium Tuesday night.

The recommendations include the
creation of two centralized kindergar-
ten programs –  one at Jefferson school
and one at Washington school – and
adding eight classrooms at each school.

“If we do this, we would have a
balanced kindergarten, space for
growth and be able to provide art and
music rooms at every school,” he said.

This does not eliminate the possibil-
ity of some redistricting, particularly
those attending Wilson School, he said.
CACE has estimated that the
centrailzed-kindergarten initiative
would cost $8 million.

On the intermediate-school level,
the district does not have a capacity
problem – the problem is overcrowd-
ing at Roosevelt, said Dr. Foley.

“You won’t see changes in test
scores, but you will see the effects of
overcrowding, students getting lost
between the cracks…it is a social
rather than academic issue,” he said.

He also said the committee looked
at placing all of fifth-grade students at
the former Lincoln School (Hillcrest
Academy) facility, but this school has
only 15 rooms and “I have 24 fifth
grades,” Dr. Foley said. “We are going
to have to have redistricting with a
magnet option. None of this will hap-
pen until 2007. In the short term, we
may consider a split schedule at
Roosevelt.”

In a split schedule, some students
would start and end school earlier, while

others would start and leave later.
“Those are the options that we

looked at. It was very difficult and
lots of disagreement,” Dr. Foley said.

Residents in attendance posed ques-
tions and suggestions.

Jill Brown, a member of CACE,
opposed the report recommendations.
She stated her solution, one that was
not taken up by the committee.

“First, I propose a solution that would
encompass both the intermediate and
the elementary space needs. I feel this
solution would address long-term
space issues and allow for Westfield to
provide the type of education that we
value as so important,” she said. “My
proposal is to create a fifth-grade an-
nex at each intermediate school. The
pros for this solution are plentiful.
Elementary rooms would be made
available by removing fifth graders
from each elementary school.”

She said that her proposal has a num-

ber of positive outcomes, including low
class size, a guarantee that every kin-
dergarten through fourth-grade child
would attend a neighborhood school
and space for special education, art,
and music programs. Under her pro-
posal there would be no redistricting.

“We would need to go for a higher
bond and possibly have to add one
more bus; however, we would be solv-
ing all of the enrollment problems for
both elementary and middle schools,”
she said.

Ms. Brown gave no cost estimates
for her proposal.

Dr. Foley said that he was not able
to respond to her suggestion, but
wanted further details and would look
into her ideas.

A survey asking for feedback on
the findings of the CACE report was
distributed to the public and is avail-
able on the district’s website
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Echausse Introduces $3.7-
Mil.-Plus Capital Budget
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday’s coun-
cil conference session, Finance Policy
Committee Chairman Peter Echausse
introduced the 2006 capital budget. The
council reached a majority consensus
and will conduct its first reading of the
capital budget at next week’s public
session, at which time a second reading
of the operating budget also will occur.

The 2006 capital budget totals more
than $3.7 million. Besides money
budgeted for Department of Public
Works projects, the largest capital
impact comes from implementation
of a $600,000 downtown plan. In
addition, the police department will
undergo a $328,660 overhaul of its
911 center, while the Westfield Me-
morial Library completes $150,000
of interior renovations.

 Town Administrator Jim Gildea
told The Westfield Leader that “the
total aggregate capital budget will
decrease from more than $4.3 million
in 2005 year to $3.7 million this year.”
He said last year’s initial capital bud-
get of $2.5 million was expanded
$1.8 million for recreation projects at

Houlihan, Sid Fay and Tamaques
Park, in addition to $340,000 in park-
ing lot improvements to Parking Lot
3.

“We tried to work with entities that
had their own taxing authority, spe-
cifically the library and the DWC, in
which we are either doing a 50/50
joint venture, and, in the case of the
library, we have asked them to put up
a lot of their fund balance to pay for
this portion of the renovation,” Coun-
cilman Echausse said.

Mr. Gildea said the library has a
“major renovation schedule for 2007.”
In addition to new carpeting, Mr.
Gildea explained that the entrance
area would be re-done, and the down-
stairs area made “more child-friendly
and teen-friendly.”

He said the payment would resemble
a loan. “They (the library) will repay
us. They’ve agreed to pay back $25,000
a year for six years, which would go
towards debt service.”

Renovation of the 911 center was
requested last year and deferred to
this year. “We are not in compliance
downstairs with state code and have

Vehicular Accident
Snarls Traffic

WESTFIELD – Traffic was snarled
in Westfield for approximately three
hours Wednesday morning. Authori-
ties closed Central Avenue at the rail-
road underpass due to a vehicular
accident.

One of the vehicles involved in the
accident contained pesticides that
leaked on the ground. Union County
HAZMAT personnel, Westfield po-
lice and firefighters responded to the
scene for cleanup.
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Publisher’s Note
This edition of The Westfield

Leader has been mailed to every
household and business in
Westfield, as well as to our sub-
scribers in other towns. Our 34th
annual edition of This Is Westfield
is included here and in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The winners of the Bernard
Heeney Creative Writing Contest
and their works are included in
This Is Westfield and continued
on page 10 herein. Congratula-
tions to the winners, and to the
several dozen contestants as well.

On page 11, please see part one
of the great writing of Brooks
Crandall titled, Scotch Plains
Revolution and Evolution, What
was it like in Colonial Era? The
remainder of this four-part series
will be published in subsequent
editions of this newspaper.

We use this opportunity to
present ourselves to those of you
who are not subscribers. Please
join us. www.goleader.com/sub-
scribe.

Horace Corbin, Publisher

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EASY DOES IT…Workers carefully remove the spire atop of the Westfield Fire Headquarters last Friday after painters
reported safety concerns.


