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1967 Experiment Finds Thought
Provoking Commentary

The Westfield Leader has microfiche archives
dating back to approximately 1904. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times has microfiche archives
back to 1960. They are available in the respective
libraries.

We are studying ways to make these publicly
available in electronic form. Providing them on the
Internet should become practical soon. The volume
of information would be enormous, though, for
storage and distribution with the technical capa-
bilities at this time.

We have produced electronic documents from
the microfiche archives that are readable by hu-
mans, for the randomly selected year of 1967. Our
efforts to have computers be able to read them and
create a searchable database are not satisfactory.
Advances in intelligent software will undoubtedly
resolve this issue in the near future. Perhaps, U.S.
intelligence agencies already have this software,
but it is not yet in the public domain.

The key first phase, to convert the microfiche
archives to electronic images of suitable quality
and format that can be read and distributed, at
reasonable speed and cost, has proved feasible. You
can view some of these for 1967 on the Internet at
goleader.com.

We believe there is value for society to achieve
this – perhaps, though not commercially supported.
Consider the editorial from The Westfield Leader
published on May 4, 1967:

Thought
Provoking

At a meeting of the Parent-Teacher Council last
week (1967), Dr. Joseph I. Boylan, Westfield pe-
diatrician proposed that a required course in health
and family living be offered in our schools: Whether
or not readers agree with such a proposal, or even
portions of it, we feel that much of what Dr. Boylan
has to say is worthy of repetition and is the basis of
thought-provoking discussions.

“Our children today,” Dr. Boylan declared, “are
perhaps the best educated and the healthiest chil-
dren in the history of the human race. They are
better clothed, better housed, better fed and better
informed than their forebears.

“But, they also face more mental illness, more
delinquency, more psychosomatic diseases, more
venereal disease, more alcohol and drug addiction,
more suicides, more illegitimate pregnancy, more
abortions more immature and unhappy marriages,
more divorce and more maladjusted, miserable and
meaningless lives as adults.

‘’Our schools succeed admirably in preparing
our children intellectually for adulthood, but the
children of today are for the most part, ill-prepared
emotionally to assume the role of a responsible
adult citizen, spouse and parent. We are not just
doing an adequate job in educating our children for
living a healthy, happy and rewarding life as a
mature adult.

“And why do our children face such dim pros-
pects in our wonderfully affluent society? Well, our
society is a bit sick and getting sicker with each

passing year. The only cure for this sickness, I
believe, lies in a proper education of our children in
order that they will someday have the wisdom to
reverse the current malignant decline of our culture
and restore it to a state of robust good health.

“Traditionally, the preparing of a child emotion-
ally and morally for adulthood is the task of the
parents in the home, whose efforts are supple-
mented by the school and the church.

But…there are far too many homes today where
neither member of the adult partnership is really
qualified to be a parent. Although the material
needs of the children are provided, frequent to
excess, the children are as morally, spiritually and
socially neglected as if they had no parents at all.
These children grow up and enter marriage know-
ing virtually nothing of its responsibilities – finan-
cial, moral or social. What they too frequently
know about the physical relationship is, for the
most part, hearsay and gossip transmitted to them
from questionable sources.

“…We are failing our children in not preparing
them properly for life.

“Our traditional sources for providing this ‘edu-
cation for living,’ the home and the church, are just
not getting the job done. Society long ago should
have faced up to the need for family training courses
in the schools. Since parents are abdicating their
responsibilities, education in the schools is the only
way to give the upcoming generation of parents an
opportunity to know what is really important in life
– what are the values, the attitudes, the life goals
that really count – if we have any concern at all
about what kind of a world we will hand our
children.

“I am convinced that a comprehensive course in
physical and mental health and in family living
should be required for all children from kindergar-
ten through the 12th grade. I propose that these
subjects are of such importance as to be made a
separate course by itself, a course taught by teach-
ers expert in its content with the assistance of
professional personnel drawn from the commu-
nity.

“…Sex education in our schools can never be
limited to the isolated facts of reproduction. Our
youngsters must come to understand that sex can
properly only be a part of mature and responsible
life, and that learning to deal with sexuality and
human feelings require the development of a code
of conduct that will lead to a happy emotional
adjust to life… if we can do anything to help our
children better understand their own health and the
role they will and must play as future parents, it will
have been very much worth all our efforts…”

We are aware that schools, churches, Y and com-
munity groups, and a majority of parents are offer-
ing education in health, sex and family life to
greater or less degrees. Separation of church and
school remains a pertinent issue in any teaching of
moral values.

We feel, however, that Dr. Boylan’s concern
should produce thought and discussion in this com-
munity.

In 1967, Walter J. Lee was publisher and Robert
Everett was the editor. We wonder what their
thoughts would be today.

Scotch Plains Tax Collector Bids
Farewell, Thanks All Residents

Due to an extended illness of Chronic
Lyme Disease, I will no longer be em-
ployed by the Township of Scotch Plains
as your tax collector. It has been my
pleasure and true honor to serve you.

I have missed seeing all of you so very
much these past few months. Life can be
so unpredictable and I never thought I
would be needing to say good-bye so
soon. You, the residents of Scotch Plains,
have made my life for the past 12 and one-
half years so incredibly enjoyable.

The stories you have shared with me,
the smiles and the heartaches, have all
touched me in so many different ways.

The untimely sudden passing of our tax

clerk, Freddie Strickland, one year ago
was an especially difficult time. Your
kindness and love for her also, was so
genuine and heartfelt and I thank you all
for those prayers and condolences.

Please stay well, enjoy your life, be
kind to one another, and I thank you again
for making my life so much richer having
known you all.

It has been my true pleasure. Please be
as nice to your new tax collector as you
were to me, and I will see you all around
town.

Corinne Clements Stutcavage
Scotch Plains

Westfield School Superintendent
Comments on Candidate Withdrawal
In response to Mr. Messing’s letter of

April 27, I would like to clarify the steps
taken and the communication methods
initiated following the late withdrawal
(April 4) of Jesse Garfinkel as a candidate
for the Westfield Board of Education.

First, the board secretary and our attor-
ney appealed to the county clerk on April
5 to correct the ballot so that Jesse
Garfinkel’s name was removed. We ap-
plied to the Union County Superior Court
for an order requiring the physical re-
moval of Mr. Garfinkel’s name from the
ballot, but the court ruled that there was
insufficient remaining time for such physi-
cal removal.

In the meantime, both The Westfield
Leader and Record Press reported his
withdrawal. The school district posted
this news on the front page of our website
(westfieldnjk12.org).

The announcement was made public
on Blue Devils TV36 and broadcast for
the next two weeks. I reported Jesse’s
decision in the school newsletters and in
my e-mailed publication, Synopsis, which
is subscribed to on-line by members of
the public via our district’s homepage.

At the polling places, it is against the
law for us or the poll workers to discuss
anything about persons running for of-
fice, even if logic tells us that in this case
it would make sense to do so. Posting
signs at the polls is also considered elec-
tioneering.

The deadline of March 6 by the (Union)
County Board of Elections for withdraw-
als of candidates is set to avoid a situation
that did occur in Westfield on April 18.

William Foley
Superintendent,

Westfield Public Schools

When Will SP Cell
Tower be Done?

At the intersection of Raritan Road and
Lake Avenue in Scotch Plains there is a
tower sitting behind a firehouse. It has
been waiting about nine months for work
to be completed in the firehouse before
the cell phone companies can install an-
tennas.

If you have an emergency in a large
area surrounding this tower and you rely
on your cell phone, you are just plain out
of luck. It is amazing that the people of
Scotch Plains put up with what may be
incredible incompetence.

Jerry Rosenberg
Westfield

Editor’s Note: According to Scotch
Plains Building Inspector Robert Lacosta,
the township’s contractor, Procomm Sys-
tems, Inc., will be completing their work
within two weeks. At that point Public
Sevice Electric & Gas (PSE&G) will com-
plete their work followed by the place-
ment of attennas by the the four cellular
phone carriers on the tower: Verizon,
Cingular, Sprint and Omnipointe. Mr.
Lacosta said the project should be com-
pleted by the end of summer at the latest.

A Confused Mother Writes: My daugh-
ter has been married for five years. She
and her husband live in an apartment and
are planning to buy a house. Originally,
when my daughter married, I told her that
we would help her financially if and when
she bought a house. We would pay the
closing costs or give them money towards
the down payment. We projected giving
them around $10,000.

That was then. Today, our finances are
different, and we have no real money to
give my daughter towards the purchase of
the house. She says, “You promised me
you would help, and we are counting on
you.” My husband suggests we take out a
loan so that we can fulfill our promise and
cause no anger. I disagree.

Answer: As you said, “That was
then….” Years ago, you meant well, but
it is five years later, and you and your
husband have to consider your own finan-
cial security first. You have to tell your
daughter that you are not breaking a prom-
ise, but rather, you have to re-evaluate
your financial situation. Don’t worry about
her possible anger. I am hopeful that she
will “hear” you. You might suggest that,
eventually, you will help her with some
furnishings, which can be fun for the two
of you.

A Frustrated Husband Writes: After 30
years of marriage, in which my wife and
I did many things together, I am becom-
ing increasingly concerned about her be-
havior. She stopped working after years
of being a bookkeeper, has minimum
communication with our daughter, who
married and moved to Colorado, and sits
home watching the QVC channel on TV.
She buys jewelry and clothing, and then
sends them back. She can do this for hours
on end.

She has virtually stopped cooking.
When I ask her what’s wrong, she says,
“nothing; now let me see which earrings
to buy” as she puts on QVC. Do you think
I’ve done something wrong?

Answer: I believe she is in a state of
depression. It probably is a reaction to the
changes in her life – retiring from work,

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Parents May Have to Reconsider
Financial Promise to Daughter

feeling a loss after your daughter moved
west. Her preoccupation with TV and
purchasing and returning articles helps
her to not think about the losses and
feelings that time is moving on and what
has she accomplished. Her disinterest in
cooking is another example of loss of
interest of something she enjoyed.

Please have her see a clinician who can
help her through this difficult stage in life.
Talking, and possible medication, can be
extremely helpful and therapeutic. Your
support is equally significant. Try to en-
courage some mutual activities and evalu-
ate the possibility of increased contacts (a
visit?) with your daughter. Good luck.

A Sad Wife Writes: Is it better for
children if their parents, who argue and
are unhappy most of the time, stay to-
gether (in order to keep the family unit
together and hopefully “play together”)
or divorce? So many surveys talk about
the trauma of divorce, which leaves chil-
dren with feelings of hopelessness, con-
fusion and anger for the rest of their lives.
Please comment. My husband and I, in-
creasingly, have become impatient and
hostile towards each other, but we don’t
want to hurt our children if we separate.

Answer: I believe in the family unit and
hope that marital tensions can be resolved
through better understanding, healthier
awareness of each partner’s role in the
problem and behavioral change. Prima-
rily, it is important for the couple to look at
themselves and attempt to decide whether
they want to “save” the marriage and live
in a happier, more loving atmosphere.

The best tool is working with an effec-
tive clinician/marriage counselor. This
will, hopefully, enable you to make
healthier decisions. It is only then that the
parents can deal with the situation more
effectively and in a more sensitive man-
ner with the children. Divorce can be
traumatic, but the psychological damage
can be as destructive when children are
subject to anger, power struggles, control
issues and the presence of ongoing ten-
sion on a chronic basis. Please see some-
one ASAP, the best advice from MF.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cyphonism – A form of ancient

punishment consisting of smearing the
victim with honey and exposing him to
insects.

2. Tohubohu – Chaos
3. Catabasion – A chamber in a Greek

church, under the alter, where relics are
kept

4. Melic – Of song or poetry

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PATAS
1. The West African red monkey
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. The head of a household
4. The act of rubbing; massaging

ACHROMASIA
1. Elevation sickness
2. Motion sickness
3. Lack of pigment in the skin
4. Blood disorder resulting from insuf-

ficient chromium
CAPPADINE

1. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-
ing hot coffee cups

2. Waste silk sheared from silkworm’s
cocoons after the good silk has been reeled
off

3. Cornish crow with red feet and beak
4. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel
EXSICCATE

1. To dry up or evaporate
2. To discolor or blacken as if by burn-

ing
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. To sever; behead

Scotch Plains Resident Expresses
Budget Thoughts to Governor

Editor’s Note: This letter, edited for
brevity, was sent to Governor Corzine
and copied to The Westfiele Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

I appreciate the chance to make recom-
mendations regarding the budget and New
Jersey’s serious financial situation.

My focus is on short term, long term
and addressing a “Doomsday Scenario.”

What we can do today:
1. Impose taxes on legal services. The

lawyers got us into the problem;
2. When there is snow, non-essential

state employees stay home. Taxpayers
slog it to work to pay their salaries. Cut
state workers by 20 percent or so;

3. Cut out new spending. This would
mean no stem cell research;

4. Keep spending flat at schools and
municipals governments. Stop them from
passing on shortfalls via property taxes;

5. Our legislature has failed to address
the situation. They are not earning their
money and should forgo their salaries.

Now for the long term:
1. End Pay to Play at all levels;
2. End dual office holding;
3. End PAC money for election funds;
4. Provide for I and R;
5. Make a public official’s  salary ap-

proved by the voting public when it is
over a figure, such as $80,000 a year;

6. Make it mandatory that all meetings
of public funds, policy, etc. be public
knowledge via video filming and notes of
meeting --  available on the Internet;

7. Move school board and budget elec-
tions from April to November;

8. When contracts come due for public
employees, only negotiate benefits and
salaries in line with the private sector;

9. Remove caps on spending from the
schools and municipalities that prevent
private citizens from donating money;

10. Restrict the budget rise in the state,
counties, municipalities, and schools to
the CPI or some other scale;

11. Revise the way schools are funded.
Waive the school property tax on senior
citizens without children in schools;

12. Remove Abbott districts;

13. Eliminate un-funded state man-
dates. Organizations should have money
in hand before they spend it;

14. Petition the federal government to
eliminate  unfunded mandates).

15. Pursue monies that were misspent
and recoup as much as possible;

16. Revise retirement date in-line with
the private sector for public employees;

17. Revise pensions to the equivalent
of the private sector including elected
officials;

18. Parents’ income should be evalu-
ated to see if they can afford to pay for
their “Special Ed” children before any
taxpayer pays a dime;

19. Institute a voucher system for
schools. It is more important that the
children be educated than maintaining
cash flow to school systems;

20. The municipality should not over-
ride the vote of the people should the
school budget get turned down. If a bud-
get is rejected, the school board must live
with last year’s budget;

21. Allow the public to remove state
judges when the public deems that he or
she has lost the public trust.

The “Doomsday Scenario,” if we can-
not fix the situation and the exodus of
residents continues:

1. Study of where residents migrate;
2. Develop a program such to foster

employment of New Jersey residents who
no longer wish to live in this state. This
could take the form of working with em-
ployers in the new area to hire these
residents;

3. People leaving, likely are being
forced out. They should not be penalized.
Rescind the property transfer tax;

4. Seniors should be provided state-
funded moving service, since it appears
that they are not wanted in this state.

There is no constitutional right to be
able to maintain our homes. Nothing ex-
ists to assure continual affordability.

Obviously, the cost of living and the
budget are frequent discussion topics.

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

We Have Done Little
Ourselves with Energy

Current gasoline price increases have
created another group of political instant
experts with nothing but feel good solu-
tions. The first thing Congress does is to
blame President Bush for the high energy
prices. Under today’s environment, if
someone is late for dinner, they blame the
President. Congress has no one to blame
but themselves — and we, the citizens,
share some of the blame.

Since the oil embargo in the 1970’s,
Congress has failed to address our depen-
dency on foreign oil, and we have done
little to help the situation. In the 1970’s,
we bought compact cars that had smaller
engines and better fuel economy. Today,
over half the vehicles sold are SUV’s that
use more fuel and cars with high perfor-
mance engines that burn premium fuel.

Do we really need 300 horsepower to
sit in traffic on the highways? Think about
what we want. We want less dependency
on foreign oil, but let’s not drill for more
oil in the U.S. We want more fuel economy
in our cars, but we still buy SUV’s. We
want less taxes, but yet we want more
government services.

We use more electricity for our com-
puters and home appliances, but let’s not
build power plants. We want more gaso-
line, but we don’t want refineries. The list
goes on and on.

It’s time to stop looking for someone to
blame for our problems and start looking
at serious long-term solutions. Today, we
can drill for oil in an environmentally
friendly way. Nuclear power is safe and
efficient. There are fuel-efficient cars on
the market if we only would buy them.

It’s time for everyone to do their part
and take a long-term approach to our
energy problem, not just a feel good quick
fix.

Sen. Bob Menendez proposes a three-
month suspension of the $.18 per gallon
federal gas tax. Who is he trying to help?
By the time it passes Congress, it will be
July. Three months later, the tax will
resume in October, and gas prices will
jump $.18 per gallon — just in time for his
re-election campaign.

Then, he can run around blaming the
Republicans for raising the tax on gaso-
line.

We need permanent long-term solu-
tions to the energy problem, not just a
temporary feel good approach to get some-
one elected to the senate.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield
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