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Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

GETTING THE SCOOP…Cub Scout Tiger Den 10, Pack 673 of Jefferson School,
Westfield, recently visited the Westfield Police Department for a tour.  Pictured
are Detective Perrotta, Noah Bram, Christopher Ng, Jarod Hooey and Steven
Heron.

Liza Katz Earns Gold Award
For Creation of Magazine

Freeholders Introduce Budget;
Residents Question Spending

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board introduced a $400.8
million budget last Thursday that calls
for a $10.3 million increase in spend-
ing over last year and a $1.7 million
hike in the county tax levy to $226.6
million.

County taxes in Westfield will be
$22.4 million this year, up $499,010
over 2005. Scotch Plains’ residents
will pay $12.9 million, a $531,550
hike over last year. Fanwood taxpay-
ers will foot a levy of $3.6 million, up
$195,097 over 2005. Garwood will
pay $2.1 million, rising $130,650 over
last year. Westfield homeowners will
pay an average tax at $2,174, or $55
over 2005. Scotch Plains residents
will pay $1,582, up $53. Fanwood
residents will pay $1,344, or $74 over
2005 levels, with Garwood residents
paying $1,169, or $62 over last year.

According to a copy of the budget
obtained by The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the county tax levy has jumped $76.5
million, or 50 percent, in the past six
years. Between the years 1997 and
1999 county taxes actually dropped
$600,000 to $150.1 million. County
taxes make up 56.5 percent of the
budget revenues followed by county
generated revenue, at 26 percent, and
state and federal aid, at 11.9 percent.
The county is using $22 million of its
$25.2-million surplus as revenue this
year. The county’s surplus is up $3
million in the past year.

Salaries and wages account for
$161.5 million of the budget. Health
and welfare programs make up 27.81
percent, followed by general govern-
ment, 21.74 percent; regulatory pro-
grams, 15.72 percent; recreation, 5.78
percent, and debt service, 9.45 per-
cent. All departments are budgeted
for salary and wage increases this
year except the division of consumer

affairs, a drop of $21,000; office of
administrative services director, a
decline of $111,578, and the clerk of
the board’s office, a $12,971 cut.

In terms of employee insurance
programs, group insurance is increas-
ing by more than $4.4 million; the
employees’ prescription plan is up
$570,000 to $6.6 million, with dental
insurance up $50,000 to $850,000. In
total, insurance programs are $46.2
million, representing an increase of
$600,000 from last year.

The Public Employees Retirement
System (PERS) is up almost $2 mil-
lion this year to $2,036,142 from
$686,802 in 2005; Social Security
benefits are increasing by $1.4 mil-
lion to $13.7 million. Police and fire
pension are increasing another $1.7
million.

None of the freeholders made com-
ments on the budget during last
Thursday’s board meeting. Several
members of the public, however, were
critical of the spending plan.

Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood, a
Republican candidate for freeholder,
noted that the tax hike “would mean
county taxes have jumped 44.3 per-
cent” since 2000.

“Additionally, Union County tax-
payers are faced with increases in
state taxes as a result of Governor
Corzine’s proposed $31.9 billion bud-
get, including an increase in the sales
tax, a regressive tax that will affect all
citizens and will have the greatest
impact on middle-class and lower-
income residents, particularly in
Union County,” Ms. Quattrocchi said.

She questioned Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella on whether
he or other board members support
Governor Jon Corzine’s proposal to
increase the sales tax from 6 to 7
percent.

Tina Renna of Cranford said the
county budget increase is “without
one county job, raise or perk turned
in. You certainly didn’t cut back on
your mailings and TV commercials
at election time in 2005, which cost
the taxpayers $300,000.”

She also was critical of the public
information department, noting that
the head of the department “has a
salary and benefits package of well
over $100,000.” She described the
department as “a public information
machine” aimed at keeping informa-
tion “away from the public.”

“Reigning in all of the abuses of the
public trust would no doubt result in
at least a $15-million reduction in the
budget and restore some integrity to
Union County government,” Ms.
Renna said in a prepared statement.

Elizabeth resident Jerry Goldman
suggested the county offer discount
fees to utilize county public golf
courses in an effort to increase the
number of users and county revenue.

“I think this would help add to the
usage of our facilities,” he said.

Fanwood PO Receives
Service Award

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Post
Office recently earned a five-star rat-
ing as part of the postal service’s new
customer service program.

“We’ve always provided excellent
service,” said Acting Postmaster
Edgar Grayon. “Now we’ve got the
stars to back it up.”

Postal customers were surveyed to
rate local post offices on efficiency,
accuracy of delivery, consistency of
delivery and wait-time in line.

The Fanwood Post Office received a
significant increase in “Excellent” rat-
ings, earning the customer service
award. Each office earning five-star
status receives a sign for its door and
employees receive pins of recognition.

“We’re really honored to receive
this rating,” said Mr. Grayon. “It shows
that our customers value the excellent
service our employees provide.”

FANWOOD — Fanwood’s Liza
Katz has completed her Gold Award
— the highest award in Girl Scouting.

To attain the Gold Award, a Girl
Scout must earn at least four interest
project patches and the Career Ex-
ploration Pin, perform 30 hours of
leadership to earn the Senior Girl
Scout Leadership Award, complete
the Senior Girl Scout Challenge (a
five-part exploration of values, goals
and community service) and design
and carry out a Gold Award project
requiring a minimum of 50 hours.

Liza, a senior at the Union County
Magnet High School for Science, Math-
ematics and Technology, created a high-
quality literary magazine in which stu-
dents could showcase their artistic and
writing talents. With approval from the
school’s administration, Liza and her

staff have thus far created five issues of
the Calliope, which has expanded to
serve all four high schools of the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools.

“Through this experience, I became
a creative problem-solver as well as a
creative writer,” Liza said. “The en-
tire campus community can benefit
from the enrichment provided by this
sharing of ideas through the arts.”

Liza is a member of Senior Troop
751, whose advisors are Nancy Bauer
and Jane Van Haasteren. A Girl Scout
for 10 years, Liza also is involved with
the drama club, French Club and Na-
tional Honor Society. She is the daugh-
ter of David and Lori Katz of Fanwood.

County Mum on Removal
Of County DPW Director

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written by The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – A county official
would not confirm that the head of the
county’s engineering and public works
department has been terminated.

Union County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the issue is “a
personnel matter.”

“I cannot confirm or deny what was
said” at last week’s freeholder meeting
that Mr. Dann is no longer employed
with the county, Mr. D’Elia said.

Mr. Dann, who also heads the pub-
lic works division, would be the sec-
ond department director to leave the
county payroll this year. James Daley
resigned in January as head of the
department of economic development
to pursue private sector opportuni-
ties. Mountainside resident Alfred
Faella replaced him.

According to a list of salaries of
county employees obtained by The
Leader/Times, Mr. Dann was paid
$112,000. Included within the de-
partment are the divisions of traffic
safety and maintenance, inspections,
mosquito control, roads and bridges
and shade-tree preservation. The de-
partment recently moved to its new
headquarters in Scotch Plains. Mr.
D’Elia said Monday that Mr. Dann
was still on the payroll and was tak-
ing some vacation time.

On another matter, at Thursday’s
meeting Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella agreed to meet
with representatives of Falls Church,
Va-based GeesePeace at the request of
Roselle Resident Judy Bryon. She asked
the county to consider non-lethal meth-
ods for controlling the population of
Canadian Geese in county parks.

Also, Jacob Mariera of Roselle Park
commented on the rapidly increasing
gasoline prices, stating he would like
President George W. Bush to instruct

oil company executives to “bring down
the high price of gasoline” similar to
President Reagan’s “Mr. Gorbachev,
tear down this wall” famous quotation
regarding the Berlin Wall.

During Thursday’s meeting the
board honored Sara Power, grade 7,
Holy Trinity School, Westfield, and
William Shore, grade 7, and Adele
Delaney, grade 8, St. Bartholomew
The Apostle School, Scotch Plains,
for their winning essays and poems in
the Union County Shade Tree
Commission’s Young Writers Con-
test, which was conducted for the
celebration of Arbor Day.

The board also recognized volun-
teers as part of the county’s volunteer
recognition awards. Honored were:
Psi Sigma Phi, a fraternity at Kean
University, for its assistance with
Katrina relief efforts, the homeless
and the Community FoodBank in
Hillside. The board honored Westfield
resident Marvin Smith for volunteer-
ing 214 hours to the Literacy Volun-
teers of Union County in reading,
English and GED instruction.

Ani Kavafian     Carter Brey
and Special Guest Artist

Christopher O’Riley, piano

ALL-BEETHOVEN CONCERT

Sonata for Violin and Piano in C minor
Sonata for Cello and Piano in A major

Trio for Violin, Cello and Piano, “The Archduke”

SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2006

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors)

Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Ani, Carter and their friends look forward to seeing 
you again next season. You are a dynamic and responsive 
audience, and the warmth and enthusiasm that you bring 

to these concerts make this series very special.

Joseph Cryan to Speak
Before Dem Clubs

MOUNTAINSIDE — Joseph Cryan,
chairman of New Jersey’s Democratic
State Committee, will speak to mem-
bers of the Westfield, Summit and
Mountainside Democratic clubs on
May 10. Mr. Cryan, who also is a state
assemblyman from Union, will address
this year’s election campaign issues.

The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m.
in the second-floor community room
of Mountainside Borough Hall on New
Providence Road and Route 22 East.

As hosts, Mountainside members
have invited all interested residents
of the area to join them. Light re-
freshments will be served.

For more information, call Rick
Schkolnick at (908) 789-0664.

CONCERT DATE…Members of the Youth and Family Counseling Service
(YFCS) Board of Trustees prepare for a benefit performance of the Orchestra of
St. Peter by the Sea to be held on Saturday, May 6, at 8 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Barbara Nelson, Executive
Director Milt Faith, President Frank Sullebarger and Ann Robinson. For more
information on the concert or to purchase tickets, please call the YFCS agency at
(908) 233-2042.

Parker GardensParker Gardens
14 acres

www.parkergardens.com
         Telephone     908.322.5555Garden Center    Greenhouses    Landscape Services

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Mon-Wed 7-6   Thurs-Fri 7-7
Saturday  7-6      Sunday  9-5

Parker Gardens is
Fully Stocked With...

Pom Poms
Topiaries
Spirals

Special Price:  $11.99ea

Impatiens, Marigold, Begonia, & Petunia Flats
or 10" Wave Petunia Hanging Baskets

Coupon may be used on full flats with 36 plants only. Must present coupon at time of purchase.  While supplies 
last.  Cannot be combined with any other offer.  Valid 5/3/06 - 5/9/06.

nursery stock
tropicals

herbs & foliage


