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MOZART AND 
MOTHER’S DAY
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Coronation Mass
featuring Pro Arte Chorale
Sinfonia Concertante 
featuring violinist Anton Miller 
and violist Veronica Salas
Symphony No. 41 “Jupiter”

Funding has been made possible in part through a
grant by the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/
Department of State, a partner agency of the National
Endowment for the Arts.

Saturday 
May 13, 2006 at 8PM
Presbyterian Church, Westfield

FOR TICKETS: call 232-9400 
or email wso@westfieldsymphony.org

much of the proceeds from selling the
recyclables going directly back to the
group.

Nearly two-dozen non-profits,
which earned a collective $55,000
from working at the center last year,
are affiliated with the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association.
Longtime local resident Bob
Sommerich heads the association. The
90-year-old Mr. Sommerich, who as-
sisted Mayor Mahr in preparing the
magazine article, remains an active
presence in the local recycling pro-
gram he helped pioneer.

Mr. Sommerich, who has been
president of the organization since
1991, noted that, while the idea for a
recycling center-based program didn’t
exactly get a full embrace in the com-
munity at first, once the program took
off, there was no looking back.

“Once we really got going, it was
surprising,” recalled Mr. Sommerich.
“People came in; they cared about the
environment and the publicity started
to roll. And as we started to take in more
recyclable items, it began to grow.”

Borough officials say the house-
hold recycling rate now averages al-

most 70 percent locally, compared to
the state’s average mark of about 30
percent.

“We’ve had our ups and downs, but
we’ve learned from experiences, and
we’re still learning,” he said.

Mayor Mahr indicated other towns
might be learning from Fanwood’s ex-
periences as well, since the publication
of the League of Municipalities article.

“We’ve had some initial reaction
from other mayors and municipal lead-
ers who want to understand how we do
what we do,” Mayor Mahr said.

Ms. Duran said that’s part of the
goal of spotlighting a program such
as Fanwood’s.

“It is critical that municipalities
share information on what works and
what is most cost effective,” she told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“Recycling in Fanwood provides an
outstanding model for communities
throughout the state.”

Mayor Mahr couldn’t agree more.
“The recycling program is another
example of what makes Fanwood so
unique and different from other
communities…it’s something we
should all be very proud of.”

appellate court ruled that the officers
could pursue certain aspects of their
lawsuit.

In other business at Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Joan Papen, a commissioner with
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA), asked township officials
to contact their counterparts in the 10
other RVSA member towns in an
effort to slow what she feels is a rush
to privatize some or all of the utility’s
operations.

Harrington Park-based United Wa-
ter has put forth a proposal to take
over the operations of the Rahway-
based facility, but Mrs. Papen, who
serves as Scotch Plains’ representa-
tive on the utility, said she was far
from certain that such a move would
be beneficial to the more than 300,000
residents and 3,500 industrial and
commercial customers that RVSA
serves.

She said the 11 commissioners have
received little in the way of detailed
proposals on how United Water would
operate the facility and what kinds of
cost savings, beyond staff cuts, might

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIDEWALK FACELIFT...Workers enjoy the day while improving the pavement
next to the Village Green on Tuesday in Scotch Plains.

be realized. Unlike RVSA, which is a
public entity, United Water, Mrs.
Papen said, is a private company that
has to make a profit.

Referring to several of her fellow
commissioners, Mrs. Papen said,
“They’re really pushing (the
privatization idea).” The commission-
ers are expected to discuss a
privatization report at their May 11
meeting.

Mayor Martin Marks urged Mr.
Levine to contact his counterparts in
other member towns, which include
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Garwood
and Mountainside “so this doesn’t
get ramrodded through without due
diligence.”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
noting that Scotch Plains’ annual con-
tribution to RVSA has risen to more
than $900,000 and is expected to in-
crease to more than $1 million in the
next few years, said in addition to
these annual fees, township taxpay-
ers would also have to pay additional
annual fees as part of any privatization
of the utility.

Fanwood Recycling Success
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Mr. Donohoe gave examples of the
types of easement restrictions that might
be placed on a home, as well as the types
of development rights a developer might
purchase. In addition to maintaining the
historic integrity of the home’s façade,
other examples of TDR easements might
be restricting the overall height or size of
the house or not allowing the property to
be subdivided or demolished. The ease-
ment would pass with the house in a sale
to subsequent owners.

Examples of the TDR credits that
might be purchased by developers in the
receiving zone, given by Mr. Donohoe,
included such incentives as allowing
residential units on the third story of a
mixed-use building; permitting a greater
building-coverage ratio or easing set-
back requirements or allowing design
features not currently permitted under
existing zoning ordinances.

Members of the public expressed
their concerns that these incentives

could result in overdevelopment, such
as adding more children to the
borough’s school tax rolls. Other ques-
tions raised by homeowners concerned
how the easements might affect the
selling values of their properties.

According to Mr. Donohoe, there
would be strict limitations set by the
borough on the types of development
rights that developers could purchase
with TDR credits. Those limits were
being designed according to commu-
nity input garnered at several prior
public meetings. Mr. Slachetka said
that the program would be imple-
mented so that it would not adversely
affect the community.

Placing restrictive easements on
their homes might limit the home’s
marketability to a certain number of
potential buyers, he said. However,
he said, the homes would attract “only
those future buyers who would be
interested in preserving the home’s
historical integrity.”

“If we do nothing, historic districts
will erode,” Mayor Mahr said. She
pointed to the example of a historic
home that was recently demolished.

She told The Times that the program
would optimally work best if all or
most of the contributing houses partici-
pated, thereby preserving the integrity
and value of the entire neighborhood.

Additionally, a special trust fund,
set up by the TDR program, could also
make funds available to participating
homeowners, to renovate and preserve
their homes’ historical characteristics.

The consultants have done an initial
valuation of properties and develop-
ment potential and determined that there
are enough potential credits in both the
receiving and sending zones to make
the program viable, Mr. Donohoe said.
Borough officials have also met with
homeowners and business owners who
have expressed an interest in participat-
ing, the mayor said.

Fanwood is one of six communi-
ties throughout New Jersey that have
been chosen to participate in the TDR
program. Of the six, Fanwood is the
only  sending zone that is an historic
neighborhood; the other five munici-
palities are utilizing the TDR pro-
gram to preserve open space. The
consultants have been paid for through
a $160,000 grant from the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.

Former Fanwood Mayor Ted Trump,
who attended the meeting, said that
this sounded like the “urbanization of
Fanwood” to permit developers extra
incentives to develop. He told The
Times that this type of loosening of the
ordinances was how towns like
Westfield became overdeveloped. He
strongly urged Mayor Mahr to put the
program to a public referendum.

Mayor Mahr said that there would
be ample opportunities for the public
to have more input into the details of
the program at public hearings prior
to implementing the program.

Dee O’Brien, chairwoman of the
Historic Preservation Commission,
said the TDR program would be a
positive thing for Fanwood. She said
that from talking with homeowners in
the historic district, she believed there
was interest  in the program. She did
not think that the program would re-
sult in excessive overdevelopment on
South Avenue.

“South Avenue has not been reha-
bilitated in over 65 years, and the
borough needs new ratables and ser-
vices,” she told The Times.

More information about the pro-
gram is available at Borough Hall and
on the borough’s website at
www.visitFanwood.com.
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FW Discusses TDR Program

Scotch Plains Council
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Scotch Plains
Tuesday, April 25, a resident of Myrtle

Avenue reported that her neighbor has
made numerous calls to her house com-
plaining about the way she raises her
children.

Wednesday, April 26, a student at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported that someone stole his bicycle,
which had been left unlocked on the foot-
ball field. The bike is valued at $200.

Wednesday, April 26, a student at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone stole his
backpack from a bench in the locker room.
The victim said the backpack contained a
camera and cash. The value of the items
was placed at $738.

Saturday, April 29, Joan Donovan, 45,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice. According to
police, they responded to Donovan’s
house on a report of a dispute. The suspect
reportedly tried to push the officers.
Donovan was transported to headquar-
ters, where she was processed and re-
leased, police said.

Monday, May 1, Nancy Poulimenos,
25, of Union was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) fol-
lowing a motor vehicle violation stop.
Police said they detected a strong odor of
alcohol on Poulimenos. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was
processed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, April 20, William J. McIn-

tosh, 36, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop for outstand-
ing warrants.

Friday, April 21, Tasaan M. Hooker,
22, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road at Columbia Avenue.
Hooker was also charged with obstruc-
tion of justice after the vehicle was stopped
and a foot chase ensued. According to
police, the suspect was apprehended and
transported to headquarters.

Friday, April 21, Lloyd C. Lemonious,
39, of Irvington was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Saturday, April 22, Shannon
Shinholster, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Sunday, April 23, Thomas A. Padilla,
Jr., 22, of Clark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Monday, April 24, Talibah Sunboothe,
52, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue revealed
numerous outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, April 26, Morcos
Shenouda, 63, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Third Street, which revealed
outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, April 26, Tashaun L.
Boyd, 21, of East Orange was arrested at
the Fanwood train station after an inves-
tigation revealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, April 27, David Fidalgo, 26,
of Edison was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on North Avenue at Hetfield
Avenue revealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, April 27, Shanette Butts, 39,
of Jersey City was arrested on Martine
Avenue following an investigation, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, April 27, Tynisha Baldwin,
31, of Elizabeth was arrested on Martine
Avenue following an investigation for
outstanding warrants.

Saturday, April 29, Kyle Leacock, 22,
of South Orange was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue at
Maxson Place revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Saturday, April 29, Cynthia Williams,
37, of Elizabeth was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop revealed numerous out-
standing warrants. Williams was also
charged with obstruction of justice for
giving a false identity to the police. Roy
Baskerville, a passenger in the car, was
also arrested on an outstanding warrant.

Saturday, April 29, Carlos M.
Granados, 29, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, April 29, Tiana DeBarros,
28, of North Plainfield was arrested on
Terrill Road at East Second Street follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop, which revealed
outstanding warrants.

Sunday, April 30, Colbert Cheese, Jr.,
19, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
North Avenue for an outstanding war-
rant. Cheese was also charged with ob-
struction of justice.

Sunday, April 30, Sandra Pena, 40, of
Middlesex was arrested on Terrill Road at
Patterson Road and charged with DWI
following a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, April 30, Alexander
Tresniowski, 44, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road at East Second Street on
outstanding warrants.

Sunday, April 30, Michael C. Batts,
50, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with DWI on Midway Avenue at
Forrest Road following a motor vehicle
stop.

Tuesday, May 2, Sung Kim, 22, was
arrested on numerous outstanding war-
rants on South Avenue at Terrill Road
following a motor vehicle stop.

Westfield
Sunday, April 23, David Rudnicki, 28,

of Westfield was arrested in the 900 block
of North Avenue, West, and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Monday, April 24, Walter Gallman,
42, of Irvington was arrested in the 300
block of North Avenue, East, on an out-
standing $5,000 Newark criminal war-
rant. He was turned over to the Newark
Police Department.

Tuesday, April 25, Jack Lipsett, 3rd,
21, of Garwood was arrested at Central
Avenue and Grove Street on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant out of North Hanover
with $100 bail. Lipsett was released on
his own recognizance as per the North
Hanover Police Department pending a
May 8 court date.

Tuesday, April 25, Jonathan J.
Singhbawa, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at North Scotch Plains Avenue and Drake
Place on criminal warrants issued by the
courts of Mountainside, for $3,381;
Fanwood, for $1,500, and Elizabeth, for
$580. He was released after bail was
posted.

Saturday, April 29, a resident of North
Euclid Avenue reported that someone
smashed her front storm door glass.

Saturday, April 29, Rickey Robinson,
28, of Newark was arrested in a municipal
lot behind businesses along East Broad
Street and charged with hindering appre-
hension for allegedly giving police a false
name and date of birth after he was dis-
covered hiding between two cars in the
lot.

Robinson was also arrested on several
warrants, including three from Newark,
two of which were criminal, with bail
totaling $500, as well as one criminal
warrant each from Clifton, for $250, and
East Orange, for $150. He was being held
on $1,000 bail in addition to the outstand-
ing warrants.

Sunday, April 30, a resident of the 400
block of West Broad Street reported his
motor vehicle, which had been locked,
was stolen from his driveway. The ve-
hicle had not been recovered as of press
time.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 26, a patron of a

Route 22 restaurant reported that some-
one stole his cell phone from the bar area.
The manager, upon viewing the surveil-
lance tape, told police he observed two
black males enter the parking lot in a
1990’s model four-door silver Buick
LeSabre with an unknown registration.

The suspects were reportedly then seen
on tape entering the bar area. According to
police, one of the suspects was observed
stealing the cell phone from the bar. One
suspect was described as a black male, 25,
six-feet tall, wearing a black Adidas
sweatshirt and white baseball type hat. The
second suspect is described as a black
male, 35, six feet tall, wearing jeans, a blue
shirt, black jacket and a scully type cap.

Wednesday, April 26, Oladipupo
Somade, 20, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22, which revealed Somade was
driving with a suspended license.

Wednesday, April 26, Monroe
Marshall, 24, of East Orange was arrested
at the Essex County jail for outstanding
warrants in the amount of $464.

Thursday, April 27, a Deer Path resi-
dent reported being the victim of fraud.
The victim reported that he received a call
from his credit card company stating that
someone had attempted to open up a line
of credit using his name. The suspect has
not yet been identified, police said.

Saturday, April 29, a Tote Road resi-
dent reported being the victim of suspi-
cious acts. The victim told police that
someone rang her doorbell and dropped a
stink bomb in her garden. The suspect left
the front door prior to her opening it.
Police used a garden hose to put out the
smoldering mulch.

According to police, there are no sus-
pects at this time. Police said this is one of
many suspicious acts or criminal mis-
chief events that have occurred in this
neighborhood over the last couple of years.

Saturday, April 29, police were sum-
moned to the baseball fields on Sawmill
Road regarding a burglary to a building.
A representative from the field told police
that molding had been pried off the snack
shop building and an unknown suspect or
suspects gained access to the shop and
stole candy and ice cream. Taken was one
box of Skittles, one carton of single serve
Pringles, one and a half containers of
Ring Pops, Twix bars, two boxes of Nerds
rope candy and an unknown amount of
ice cream.


