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State Trade Group Lauds
FW Recycling Program

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood’s unique
recycling program is enjoying the
spotlight once again. The New Jersey
State League of Municipalities has
published an article, written by Mayor
Colleen Mahr, about the borough’s
recycling success story.

The article was published in the
April edition of the League’s New
Jersey Municipalities magazine
(viewable on-line at www.njslom.org/
maghome.html). Mayor Mahr was
asked to write the article after league
officials spotted a feature about
Fanwood’s recycling program in a
daily newspaper.

“We chose to feature a story on

Fanwood because their program com-
bines a high recycling rate with an
innovative approach that circumvents
the expense of curbside recyclables
pick-up,” said Kyra Duran, managing
editor of New Jersey Municipalities.
“Another interesting aspect of the
program is the use of volunteer orga-
nizations.”

Fanwood’s recycling program is
unique to Union County in that it
does not offer curbside pickup of any
recyclables. Instead, residents are
asked to voluntarily bring their
recyclables to the borough’s drop-off
center on North Avenue.

The center, which occupies a site
formerly used by the borough’s De-
partment of Public Works, is open
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Saturdays
and Wednesdays. Items accepted in-
clude everything from mixed paper
and cardboard to different types of
plastics, aluminum cans, glass and
more.

“Every year, the non-profit groups
who help run this program are really
ahead of the curve,” said Mayor Mahr,
pointing to the fact that efforts are
always underway to explore new op-
tions for accepting recyclables for
which there is a market.

Fanwood and Scotch Plains resi-
dents unload their own recyclables
into the appropriate bins on Wednes-
days, which are informally known as
“do-it-yourself” drop-off days. How-
ever, a site manager and two staffers
are on hand to help ensure that every-
thing runs smoothly.

On Saturdays, it’s a different story.
Typically, volunteers from one of a
rotating group of local non-profit or-
ganizations stand ready to efficiently
unload recyclables for residents, with
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SUCCESS STORY…Residents queue up to drop-off their recyclables on a busy
Saturday morning at the Fanwood Recycling Center. Volunteers from local non-
profits are on hand to help unload recyclables from the steady stream of vehicles
to keep the line moving quickly.

Ben Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXPLOSIVE DEMONSTRATION…A Union County police officer demonstrates to children in the Scotch Plains D.A.R.E.
program how a robotic device picks up a potentially live grenade. The demonstration occurred during a tour of the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch Plains.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RENOVATION STATUS...Doughnuts are still on hold but the expansion and
upgrade to the Dunkin’ Donuts on South Avenue in Fanwood has the attention of
hungry residents.

Publisher’s Note
Next week, May 11, is our annual

spring edition with more than double
the circulation. Because of the vol-
ume, half of the newspaper will be
printed a day earlier (Tuesday night).
Please submit your letters, releases
and advertisements early. Call (908)
232-4407 or E-mail
editor@goleader.com with ques-
tions or to make special arrange-
ments.

FW Council Appoints Police
Officer, Discusses Crossing Guard

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council have
approved a resolution that adds an-
other police officer to the depart-
ment.  The decision came at the mayor
and council’s regular monthly agenda
meeting Tuesday night.

The new officer, David Kotiga, was
expected to begin his duties as proba-

tionary patrolman effective yesterday.
“This (hiring of the new officer) is in

order to help the police department fill
their shifts at a time when there are
people out due to medical reasons,”
said Councilman Jack Molenaar.

Police staffing levels and overtime
issues were discussed when the pro-
posed municipal budget was put to-
gether earlier this year. At that time,
borough officials noted that the po-
lice department was operating three
officers short, due to injuries or other
medical conditions, causing overtime
to increase drastically.  Overtime costs
for this year were projected at more
than $80,000.

Mayor Mahr and Councilman
Bruce Walsh indicated that Mr. Kotiga
is a good fit for Fanwood’s police
force.  “I’m happy we’ll be getting
someone as qualified as he is,” said
Councilman Walsh.

Also at Tuesday night’s meeting,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
teacher Barbara Jost urged the mayor
and council to reinstate longtime high-
school crossing guard Vince Krey at
his former post.

 Mr. Krey was seriously injured when
a vehicle struck him while he was on
duty last fall, and he had to be replaced
during his months of surgery, medical
treatments, therapy and recovery.

Ms. Jost explained that Mr. Krey,
who is in his 70s and attended Tuesday
night’s meeting, has recovered well
enough to resume working and would
like to go back to his old post (rather
than be reassigned), where he has been
a familiar presence since 1994.

“We want him back, and here’s
why – we love this guy; everybody
loves this guy,” Ms. Jost said, point-
ing out that Mr. Krey was personally
trained by the police chief and is
well-known for his efficient, white-
gloved direction of traffic at the in-
bound entrance to the high school.

Ms. Jost told the mayor and council
that the school community and others
have rallied to assist Mr. Krey and his
family in a variety of ways since the
accident and during his recovery.  “I
have an army of teachers, students and
residents ready to start a campaign of
phone calls, e-mails, whatever it takes
to bring him back,” said Ms. Jost.
“We’re not going to go away.”

After the mayor and council went
into executive session to discuss the
issue with Mr. Krey, it appeared that
such a campaign would not be neces-
sary.

“I have to go for a physical and if I
pass, I’ll get to go back where I be-
long,” Mr. Krey told The Times upon
emerging from the executive session.
He said he’s eager to return to work,
although pending the completion of a
physical exam, a start date remains
unclear. “Until I’m there, I’m not
going to be happy.”

Ms. Jost said that the borough and
the police department went out of
their way to assist Mr. Krey after his
accident, including helping him
through the confusing workman’s
compensation process.  “They did
everything they had to do or could
have done to help in his recovery.”

Ms. Jost said a successful
fundraising effort is ongoing, which
she hopes will culminate with some
surprises to commemorate Mr. Krey’s
eventual return to duty. For more in-
formation, contact bjost@spfk12.org.

In other business, the mayor and
council discussed a proposed ordi-
nance that would provide handi-
capped parking spaces at the Forest
Road Park complex.

Mayor Mahr said that there are no
handicapped parking spaces there
now, resulting in “severe safety is-
sues,” especially since disabled se-
nior citizens regularly use the park’s
meeting facility.

In talking with seniors recently,
borough police officials determined
that as many as four handicapped
parking spaces are needed.

Councilman Molenaar said that
creating permanent handicapped
spaces can be complex from a legal
and regulatory perspective and is “not
as simple as just putting up a sign.”
He also noted that the result could be
a significant loss of parking spaces
for other events.

“We need to find a happy medium,”
said Mayor Mahr.  “We want to bal-
ance the need that seniors have with
the other larger uses of the park.”

The mayor asked Councilwoman
Joan Wheeler and Borough Engineer
Joseph Pryor to talk further with the
police department and explore options.

Councilman Molenaar suggested
that one effective solution might be
to have Fanwood’s senior-citizen
group resolve the issue on their own
by voluntarily leaving the parking
spaces located closest to the facility
open for those with disabilities.  “If
government gets involved, they’re
not going to get a solution they
want,” he said.

Fanwood Holds TDR
Program Community Session
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Four SPPD Officers to Receive
$25,000 Each In Settlement of Suit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council Tuesday night approved a
settlement agreement with four town-
ship police officers who had filed a
reverse discrimination lawsuit against
the township police department, its
African-American former police chief
and the chief’s white predecessor.

Under the settlement terms reached

last month, $210,000 in attorney’s fees
will be paid to Steven Adler, who
represented the four officers — Kevin
Lonergan, Brian Cheney, Matthew
Fugett and Brian Garbinski.

Township Attorney Brian Levine
told the council at its conference
meeting that the payment to the attor-
ney represented less than half of the
total costs incurred by Mr. Adler. The
four officers will each receive $25,000

as part of the settlement, the details of
which won’t be made public until
after it is signed by all the parties.

Mr. Levine said the funds being
paid are from insurance proceeds and
not from township coffers. He said the
settlement was made in order “to avoid
additional legal fees,” saying the years-
long lawsuit “was not good for the
township and the police department.”

The lawsuit dates back six years,
when the four officers were repri-
manded by then-Captain Marshall
Nelson for their performance during
an April 2000 traffic stop involving
four African-American men.

The four officers alleged that Mr.
Nelson, an African-American who
served as police chief from 2002 to
2004, had improperly reprimanded
them for their performance during
the traffic stop, had said that exces-
sive force had been used on the men
being stopped and had made racially
biased comments on the manner in
which the four white officers handled
the stop of the vehicle. The officers’
lawsuit also claimed that, despite then-
Chief Thomas O’Brien being made
aware of Captain Nelson’s unprofes-
sional conduct, no measures were
taken against Captain Nelson.

Two years ago, retired State Supe-
rior Court Judge Edward Beglin, sit-
ting in Union County, dismissed the
officers’ lawsuit, saying they had
failed to prove that they had been
discriminated against by Mr. Nelson
and Mr. O’Brien and had failed to
show any adverse effects on their
employment in the aftermath of be-
ing reprimanded. Last summer, an

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
hosted the latest in a series of com-
munity sessions last Thursday to in-
form the public about the implemen-
tation of the Transfer of Develop-
ment Rights (TDR) program. More
than two dozen borough residents
and business owners attended the
meeting at the Forest Road Park rec-
reation building.

TDR is the transfer of development
potential from one piece of property to
another. According to Fanwood Bor-
ough Mayor Colleen Mahr, the imple-
mentation of the TDR program will
simultaneously encourage develop-
ment in an area in need of rehabilita-
tion while also preserving the

borough’s historic resources through
voluntary participation in the program.

The borough, in conjunction with
the New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs, Office of Smart
Growth, is promoting the program in
the borough through a series of pub-
lic education sessions.

Borough officials and consultants
from the Office of Smart Growth have
identified 72 homes in the borough as
historically contributing properties in
need of preservation to be included in
the TDR program’s sending district.
Additionally, 19 other homes that are
not considered contributing (histori-
cally) can also participate in the pro-
gram because they are located in an
historic neighborhood.

The receiving district has been des-
ignated as the commercial and indus-
trial corridor running along South Av-
enue and an area downtown, north of
Martine Avenue, between South and
LaGrande Avenue.

TDR will redirect growth from ar-
eas with important natural or com-
munity resources (sending districts)
to places where growth and develop-
ment are more appropriate (receiving
districts), according to published in-
formation on the borough’s web site.

Professional Planner Stan
Slachetka, a consultant from the Of-
fice of Smart Growth, gave an over-
view of how the TDR program oper-
ates. A property owner in the sending
district who has sold TDR credits to a
developer in the receiving district
agrees to place certain development
restrictions, in the form of a perma-
nent easement, on his or her property
in order to preserve the property’s
historic character. The developer who
purchases the credits is afforded cer-
tain development incentives over and
above the development rights nor-
mally permitted in their zone.

TDR consultant Jeff Donohoe, a
real-estate market analyst, was on
hand at the meeting to discuss the
methods by which TDR credits will
be quantified. He said that after he
initially sets a monetary value for a
credit, the future value of those cred-
its would be market-driven and could
increase or decrease according to sup-
ply and demand.

Voters Elect Russo President,
Whitehouse Vice President

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion incumbents Linda Nelson,
Betty Ann Woerner, Trip
Whitehouse and Thomas Russo
were sworn in to terms at the BOE’s
organization meeting on Tuesday
evening. Mr. Russo was elected
board president, replacing Mrs.
Nelson, and Mr. Whitehouse was
elected vice-president.

Mr. Russo, current BOE President
and former BOE vice-president was
elected unchallenged with a vote of
1,532 and will serve a one-year team
for an unexpired seat on the board.

“I’m happy to serve another year,”
said Mr. Russo. “For the past two
years, I had the privilege of serving as
vice-president and Linda will be a
tough act to follow. I’m glad I have
her help.”

Mr. Russo’s first challenge will
be to reach a settlement with the
teachers union. The school budget,
with an anticipated a 600-student
increase in enrollment, will have
17 additional teachers next year.
These include eight elementary
teachers, four middle school edu-
cators, three high school teachers
and two teachers to monitor the
resource room.

The 2006-2007 budget also in-
creases medical benefits by 12 per-
cent and dental premiums by 10
percent. Money set aside for raises
to teachers’ salaries will be in-
creased by $100,000 next year,
school officials said. Voters passed
the school budget by 621 votes last
month.

Mrs. Nelson was re-elected to the
BOE with 1,530 votes and will add
another three years to her 12-year
tenure with the board. Dr. Carol
Choye, superintendent of schools,
thanked Mrs. Nelson for her dedica-
tion, presenting her with a potted
plant. “Thank you for your service,”
Dr. Choye said. “You have served this

board admirably and coconsciously
as president.”

“I’m pleased to continue on the
board in the role of helping the offic-
ers develop their leadership,” Mrs.
Nelson said. “I’m looking forward to
working with everyone again and
spending more time on the commu-
nity relations committee.”

Mr. Whitehouse, who received
1,248 votes to return, was elected
vice-president by the BOE. Mr.
Whitehouse said he hopes to expand
the role of the facilities committee to
include planning for increased en-
rollments as anticipated by the re-
sults of a demographic study con-
ducted this year by the board. Ms.
Woerner was re-elected with 1128
votes.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Scotch Plains resident Lainie
Carter also proposed an addendum to
the district’s wellness and nutrition
policy to require that children be
served snacks of only one serving
size as deemed appropriate by the
teacher.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VINTAGE SIGHT...Passersby are treated to beautiful flowers and the antique
car display on South Avenue in Scotch Plains at Schmiede’s Tree Service.
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