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Parent Teacher Organizations Urge
Support Of WF School Tax Levy

Judy Hoffman, PTSO Co-President,
Edison Intermediate School; Cindy
Gallagher, PTSO Co-President Roosevelt
Intermediate School; Deirdre Gelinne,
PTSO Co-President Roosevelt Interme-
diate School; Jackie Delaney Cash, PTO
Co-President, Franklin School; Chris
Kaveney, PTO Co-President, Franklin
School; Barbara Giordano, PTO Co-Presi-
dent, Jefferson School; Jane De Vito,
PTO Co-President, Jefferson School; Beth
Lankler, PTO Co-President, Tamaques
School; Elaine Jackler, PTO Co-Presi-
dent, Tamaques School; Janet Sarkos,
PTO Co-President; Washington Elemen-
tary School; Karen Fishman, PTO Co-
President, Washington Elementary
School; Laura Napolitano, PTO Co-Presi-
dent, Wilson School; Lucy Ragoza, PTO
Co-President, Wilson School

Parent Teacher Council
Parent Teacher Org’s.

Westfield

We are writing this letter to encourage
all Westfield voters to vote in favor of the
school budget on Tuesday, April 18. We
believe the budget is well crafted; consid-
eration has been made of the expenses of
the district, including the rising enroll-
ments, which result in the need for addi-
tional teachers, rising health care insur-
ance for the district employees and the
freeze on state aid from Trenton. In fact,
Dr. Foley, our superintendent of schools,
has been successful in negotiating cost
effective health benefits, which has re-
sulted in a cost savings of $500,000.

We have an outstanding educational
system - now and in years gone by. It is no
wonder that Westfield continues to in-
crease its school enrollments each year,
which indeed is a challenge. Taxes are by
no means anyone’s favorite bill to pay,
but every homeowner benefits from our
excellent school system. Residents have
found their home to be one of their great-
est investments.

We are convinced that you will find
something in the budget that is important
enough to you to vote “yes” on Tuesday,
April 18, as we seek the finest education
for our children. You take your child to
the doctor, you buy school supplies, you
attend your parent/teacher conferences,
please take ten minutes to vote “yes” for
excellence in education – it’s your re-
sponsibility.

Editor’s Note: The following signed
this letter: Mary Thompson, Parent
Teacher Council President; Lisa
Quackenbush, PTSO President, Westfield
High School; Angela Slifer, PTSO Co-
President, Edison Intermediate School;

New Jersey, Is A Place Where
Self-Serving Politicians Get Reelected
Many of us realize that the affordability

of living in this state is rapidly decreas-
ing. We live a state that is $4 billion in
debt, forced to refinance loans so the
roads can be fixed, forced to raise our
taxes in multiple other ways to meet the
deficit. A state where cuts in expenditures
is unheard of, self-serving politicians get
reelected and one were private interest
groups dictate our lives to elected offi-
cials.

This does not stop at the state level, but
also spreads through the county, munici-
pal and school budgets. Take for example
that since 2001, in our town alone. The
majority of these yearly raises in our taxes
exceeded 5 percent. This year we are
facing another 5, or more, percent in-
crease from both the township and school
board. Most likely the counties will be
just as costly, if not more. There are more
reasons for these increases than one can
keep count.

Every day the media has a new one
listed. It has been reported that the overall
savings rate in the USA last year has
dropped to less than zero. This means that
people are paying for everyday expenses
out of savings.

With these percentage increases, we can
see that our governmental bodies that re-
quire these monies are either unable or
unwilling to cut services or spend the money
wisely. There are many examples, ranging
from the SCC’s record of school construc-
tion, to the recent SCI’s report on School
Administrator’s compensation, pay-to-play,
UMDNJ’s falsification of Medicare records
and on, but letters to the editor have limited
permitted words to list them all.

This makes one wonder how can we
continue at this pace with our tax burden out
running our ability or willingness to pay.

It has been said that our taxes assure
that our home values stay high. Recently
the financial news stated that the housing
boom appears to be over. In fact, a recent
look at the Multiple Listing has 150 homes
in my town as being on the market. In fact,
we see that the inventory has increased
drastically. Apparently our homes are not
in such high demand as they once were.
On my street alone there are seven homes
for sale. Now we hear that housing fore-
closures have increased as well.

It would appear that the continued resi-
dence in NJ is becoming questionable. I
have heard it said that a good general
knows when a battle is worth fighting.
With the number of “For Sale” signs and
the reported exodus of residents, many
NJ residents (i.e., 60,000 last year alone)
do not consider that this battle is winnable
and have decided that moving out of state
is the only solution.

However, with the down turn in the
housing market it is now doubtful that one
can sell one’s home even if we would like

too. This places us into a captive revenue
source for the above entities. We can
always fight back by turning down the
school, municipal, county and/or state
budgets and/or not re-electing those who
are responsible for the rapid rise in our
taxes.

But if the past election is an example,
these individuals will be re-elected. The
budgets will be approved and will con-
tinue to surpass our rise in incomes. If
some predictions come true regarding the
potential downturn in the economy based
on massive debt, we will have only our-
selves to blame for the final result.

It is possible with the constant remind-
ing of how much our homes are worth,
those governmental agencies that demand
our money look at the increased value that
we have built up in our homes as a source
of cash that they can force us to access and
turn over to them. However, many al-
ready have for living expenses and those
who have not as of yet may be forced to,
we will both find the very roof over our
heads jeopardized.

This money will go to political patron-
age jobs, benefits for the public sector that
far exceeds the private sector, raises that
also exceed the tax payers, non-mandated
courses in our schools, waste, excessive
salaries for public workers, court dictated
funding for Abbott Districts, etc.

One can only hope not to be the last one
left to either pick up the tab or turn the
lights out! It’s time to look at joining
those 60,000 former NJ residents who
saw the light and departed this sad state.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

WESTFIELD…..Just Listed! There is pride of ownership that 
surrounds you in this 4 bedroom colonial home that has been 
thoughtfully updated with a new kitchen, central air, landscaping, 
sprinkler system and many more amenities. The location is ideal, 
close to town, train and schools! 

Offered for $645,000  
For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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                 Sales Associate 
          Direct Dial: (908) 233-6156 
          Patricia-connolly@burgdorff.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090   (908) 233-0065 

 
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated 

Radiating the charm of a gracious age, this exquisite residence, situated in prestigious 
Wychwood, beautifully portrays Tudor architecture enlivened by sun-light. Diamond 
paned lead glass windows, superb woodwork, random width pegged oak flooring, high 
ceilings and archways mingle to compose an enchanting interior.  Perfect for formal and 
relaxed living this home blends magnificent entertainment settings, intimate sitting areas 
and casual spaces. The zenith is a stately living room warmed by a marble fireplace and 
sun lit alcove. The handsomely appointed family room, updated granite accented kitchen 
and two enclosed porches take full advantage of the surrounding scenery. The master 
suite is accompanied by nicely sized bedrooms and updated baths. A separate bedroom 
wing, formal dining room, rec room and a superbly landscaped yard craft a setting this is 
unsurpassed for elegance, comfort and tranquility. Presented for $2,350,000. 
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            Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

          908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
         NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005 

 

We are Highly Skeptical of the
Argument Mr. Corzine Put Forth

The Libertarian Response to the
Governor’s proposed budget: As part of
his 2006 Budget Address, Governor
Corzine announced that New Jersey, one
of the highest taxed states in the nation, is
“broke”. This “fact” did not dissuade Mr.
Corzine from proposing a budget of $30.9
billion, an increase of approximately 10
percent over last year’s budget.

Further, Mr. Corzine proposes tax in-
creases, cuts to pension fund contribu-
tions and an abandonment of his cam-
paign pledge to increase property tax re-
bates to low-income earners and senior
citizens.

The Libertarian Party of New Jersey
appreciates the considerable challenge
associated with “Fixing [New Jersey’s]
broken fiscal policies.” However, we can-
not let slide the inference that those of us

who believe that government waste, fraud
and inefficiencies amount to billions of
dollars are somehow “Snake oil sales-
man” or “hiding from the painful alterna-
tives and choices that will truly address
our failing financial circumstances.”

Clearly, we are highly skeptical of the
argument Mr. Corzine put forth. However,
we do applaud his formation of a “Special
Task Force” to reengineer our state gov-
ernment. And, because we are so skeptical,
we believe that including at least one Lib-
ertarian on this task force (without pay of
course) will go a long way to making the
committee’s recommendations more ac-
ceptable to those who believe in the ben-
efits of smaller government.

Ken Chazotte, Chair
New Jersey Libertarian Party
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-12867-05
File No. 8852-05

NOTICE TO REDEEM

B & C INVESTMENT ENTER-
PRISES, LLC. PLAINTIFF VS.
DEO MANAGEMENT, INC.;
THE SUMMIT TRUST COM-
PANY N/K/A BANK OF
AMERICA; CITY OF ELIZA-
BETH; GERALDINE MEYERS;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

TO: DEO MANAGEMENT, INC.;
GERALDINE MEYERS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on MARCH 21, 2006, the Superior
Court Fixed MAY 4, 2006 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
the ELIZABETH, located at 50 WINFIELD
SCOTT PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW JER-
SEY 07201, as the time and place when
and where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

TAX SALE CERTIFICATE # 3507 cov-
ering LOT 1026 BLOCK 03 on the tax
duplicate of the ELIZABETH. Total amount
required to redeem is $155,591.19, to-
gether with interest from FEBRUARY 1,
2006  and costs.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
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