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‘ROBO’, B-PORTER, PENNELLA, CAROW CARRY LOAD

SP-F Trackmen Reach High
With Talented ‘Workhorses’

VETERAN SQUAD APPEARS TO HAVE PLENTY OF CLOUT

Blue Devil Baseballers Look
To Score Quickly in Bunches

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several fine athletes are expected
to reap many team points to give the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys track team a viable shot at Union
County top honors and a sectional
crown. After being edged by Union
for the Union County Tournament
(UCT) top honors and placing third
in a very close three-way race for the

sectional crown last year, the Raiders
certainly have the motivation.

The Raiders appear to be strong
across the board, but will be espe-
cially strong in the tough athletic
events such as the hurdles, triple jump,
long jump and pole vault. Addition-
ally, the Raiders have strength and
depth in the shot put.

“We are stronger all the way
around,” said Raider Head Coach Rich

McGriff. “We have a better team at
every single spot so, hopefully, we
will go out there and be Union County
champs, be conference champs and
be section champs. We have that level
of team right now.”

Last year, Kyle Rowbotham, now a
junior, hopped, stepped and jumped
his way to the UCT title in the triple
jump with a personal-best distance of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield’s version of “Murderers’
Row” will test its talent when the
Blue Devil baseball team hosts
Hillsborough at Edison Intermediate
School on Saturday, April 1, at 11
a.m. This season, this veteran squad
of sluggers look to score quickly and
in bunches to subdue its opponents.

“We are looking to score quickly
and in bunches,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster. “We have a
very, very solid offensive team.”

With the exception of three indi-
viduals in last year’s starting lineup,
Billy Hearon, Bryan Power and Sam
Kim, who have graduated, the Blue
Devils return a savvy group of tal-
ented players who have the ability to
apply the “Big Bang” theory at the
plate. After junior speedsters Tom
Bonard and second baseman Mike
Diaz, who are expected to bat 1-2 in
the order, “Murderers’ Row” consist-
ing of four-year starters Mike Murray
and Tom Ricciuti and two-year starter
senior Alex Zierler, respectively, will

step to the plate to inflict damage on
the baseball.

Last year Murray, who will don the
uniform of the Demon Deacons at
Wake Forest in the fall, was named
First Team All-State as a catcher and
broke four school records (season
batting average, career hits, career
RBI, career doubles), tied two others
(career home runs, RBI in a game)
and struck out only one time (look-
ing) in over 100 plate appearances.
But Murray is not resting on his lau-
rels.

“Mike cut weight in order to im-
prove his speed. He is lighter now
than when he was a freshman and he

has faster bat speed,” Brewster pointed
out.

Ricciuti (shortstop/pitcher) has a
reputation for hitting the long ball, as
does Zierler (first base), who tied
school records with two grand slam
homers in one game and eight RBI in
a game.

From that point, a host of experi-
enced players will take their turns in
the 6-7-8-9 part of the batting order.
Seniors Craig Ellis (centerfield/
pitcher), Jay Anderson (third base/
pitcher), Brandon Cuba (pitcher), Josh
Gerckens (shortstop), Jayshawn King
(outfield) and Dave Kaplow (catcher)

KELLY, HILLMAN, GATES, VENA HAVE MANY TASKS

Lady Raiders Aim to Defend
UC Relay, UCT, WCT Titles

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Present holders of the Union
County Relay title, the Watchung
Conference (WC) National Division
title and the Union County (UCT)
Individual track & field title, this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls aim to successfully de-
fend all three and qualify several for
the Group 3 Tournament. Despite
having only two seniors on the team
– Meaghan Kelly and Patrina Hillman
– the Raiders, with talent in nearly
every event, appear quite capable of
accomplishing those goals.

“Our team goals are to repeat our
three championships from last sea-
son and to qualify a large number of
girls into the group championship
meet,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel. “We seem to have replaced
many of our losses due to graduation.
We don’t really have a standout su-
perstar, that was also our situation
last year, but we still have good depth
and balance and look to use that to our
advantage.”

Kelly, Hillman, Samantha Gates

and Danielle Vena, among others, are
expected to compete in multiple
events and reel in many team points.
Kelly, who is very strong in the 400
hurdles, is the defending UCT champ
in the triple jump and will team with
Gates, Vena and Kim Appezzato to
run the 4x400 event. During the win-
ter, the foursome broke the school
record and qualified for the Meet of
Champions (MOC) and Eastern States
Championship (ESC).

“Our primary goal is to break four
minutes,” noted Koegel.

Although presently a little raw in
the shorter 100 hurdles, “Kelly is one
of the top intermediate hurdlers in the
county and section. We look at this as
an event where we can pick up a lot of
points,” said Koegel.

Another area for gathering big
points could be the high jump with
Hillman – defending WCT champ
her freshman year – Vena and Gates
in the mix. The Raiders are also de-
fending UCT relay champs in the
triple jump.

The Raiders should also pounce
deep into the pit in the long jump with

junior Amanda Bobyack – the two-
time defending UCT champ with a

RAIDER SOCCER CAMP
PRESENTS

Spring 2006 Mini Camp
at SP-F High School Fields, Scotch Plains

Director
Tom Breznitsky

SP-FHS Boys’ Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 Time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

April 11-13 • 9:00am - 12:00pm

908-322-6102

Raider Summer Soccer Camps: July 10-14 • July 24-28

Raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for information and applications:

www.spfraidersoccer.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING WITH RAIDER FUTURE…Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel runs
with freshman Brittany Veeck during practice. Veeck split 5:29 this winter on the
four-mile relay at Nationals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FAKING A SUICIDE SQUEEZE…Blue Devil batter Pete Antonelli fakes a bunt while Kevin Hennessey, on third, fakes an
attempt to dash home in a scrimmage game against North Plainfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BIG PART OF THE RAIDERS’ SHOT PUT CREW…Sophomore Mike Alleman grimaces as he begins to heave the shot
put in practice. Alleman has several tosses over 50 feet so far in 2006.

 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
 

Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

Completely renovated, 12 room Colonial nestled in the heart of the “Brightwood” 
section of Westfield. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship and magnificent appointments, 
this exceptional residence combines classic charm and detail with modern luxury and 
convenience. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests 
with grand room sizes, architectural molding with custom detail.  All the while, the 
renovation is the perfect complement as the ease of everyday living is most apparent.  
Set on more than 1/2 acre of lush grounds, this unique property awaits a most 

discerning buyer.                 Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,325,000. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

This spectacular and impressive Wychwood Colonial home, designed by Forefront 

Designs and crafted by ER Development, offers quality craftsmanship and custom 

details throughout its 14 meticulously detailed rooms.  Highlights of this five 

bedroom, four bathroom residence include a state of the art gourmet kitchen with 

separate breakfast room, luxurious master bedroom suite with dressing area, walk-

out basement w/recreation room and office and attached three car garage.  This 

fine home will be ready for Spring occupancy.  Call today for plans and a tour of 

the property.                     Offered at a pre-construction price of $2,500,000. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERING PREMIER 

WYCHWOOD LOCATION ON PRIVATE CUL-DE-SAC 

STUNNING BRIGHTWOOD COLONIAL HOME 

 BACKING TO THE PARK 

weichert.com

Open House: Sun 4/2  1-5pm

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Nancy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Nancy Kronheimer

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Beautiful 6 month old Center Hall Colonial.  Very bright and
open with bay windows in living and dining rooms and palladian windows in
bedrooms.  Fine details throughout with crown moldings, picture box molding,
chair rails, tray ceilings, hardwood floors.  Magnificent kitchen with 42" maple
cabinetry, granite counters, center island, pullouts & SS appliances.  2 ½ baths &
4 spacious bedrooms include master bedroom with his/her closets, and master
bath with Italian tile, whirlpool tub, granite vanity with double bowl sink.  2nd floor
laundry room.  Wonderful loft space on 3rd floor – great for a home office.
$939,900  DIR: Central Ave. to Virginia St. #113 (052000NEW)

Michael Kierner

PGA Professional

For More Information, Please call Michael Kierner, Head Teaching
Professional at Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club

908-233-3989

Six Lessons

IMPROVE YOUR GOLF GAME
WITH THESE SPRING SPECIALS!

(30min, 45min or 1hr)

For The Price of Five
Includes Computer &

Video Analysis

Six 30 min Lessons
(For the Golf Swing,

Chipping, Putting, Driving,
Pitching & Sand Game)

Plus Two Hole
Playing Lesson

$275.00

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


